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ONE DOLLAR

Westfield to Add Police Protection
At Elementary, Inter. Schools
By SARAH McGRAIL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Westfield is planning to bring in extra police protection for school children in the wake of
the recent school shootings in Florida.
An extra two police officers specifically for the elementary and intermediate schools would be added to the
existing school resource officer in
September if the planned school budget is approved later this year.
Schools Superintendent Margaret
Dolan, Ed.D., said during Monday’s
board of education meeting that par-

ents had noticed that there was already an additional police presence
outside the schools and thanked the
police department for its additional
support.
Board President Gretchan Ohlig
said the board was working with other
districts in planning how to respond
quickly and manage the expectations
of parents who now had instantaneous contact with their children when
there are security issues in school.
A group of high schoolers who
organized a walkout last week in solidarity with the Florida students at-

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader

HIGH-TECH SECURITY...NJ Transit Police used imaging technology for
security purposes at Newark Penn Station this past week. Devices were set up in
the main passenger concourse on March 13. Photos taken were with the permission of the NJ Transit officer at the location.

Garwood Planning Bd. OKs
Wendy’s at North Ave. Site
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Last Wednesday
the Garwood Planning Board unanimously approved Princeton Food
Service LLC (Wendy’s) to open an
establishment at 257 North Avenue,
the former site of a Burger King restaurant. The applicant was approved
for a use variance modification of a
pre-existing, non-conforming drivethrough together with site-plan approval for a Wendy’s.
Construction is projected to commence this May with an August finish
date, stated Wendy’s regional construction manager Ken Shaw. The
restaurant is proposed to be open in
August, Mr. Shaw said.
Mr. Shaw stated that commuter
parking spaces are not planned for
designation in the Wendy’s parking
lot. He said the applicant will not
propose the approval agreement be
contingent on designating commuter
parking spaces.
“We’re here to sell burgers,” said
Mr. Shaw.
The applicant’s assumption is the
parking creates an unwanted liability,
stated Mr. Shaw. He said he would
leave the final decision up to the
franchise owner.

“So you’re not shutting the door?”
asked planning board member Bill
Nierstedt.
Mr. Nierstedt stated that he would
like to see the franchisee allow commuter parking and would like to continue the discussion lines between the
board and the applicant.
“We’re not there yet,” said Mr.
Shaw, referring to a final decision on
whether commuter parking would be
desirable for the applicant’s parking
lot.
The parking lot will continue to
have 50 parking spaces, stated professional planner Meghan Hunscher.
Ms. Hunscher is employed by Artemis
Planning, LLC, and provided testimony on the applicant’s behalf.
The establishment’s dining room
will operate, Sunday through Thursday, from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m., with the
drive-in staying open until 1 a.m. On
Friday and Saturday, the dining room
will be open 10 a.m. to 11 p.m., with
the drive-through operating until 2
a.m.
Demand will determine the drivethrough operational hours in the long
run, stated Mr. Shaw.
The drive-through will never be
open later than the times provided on
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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READY FOR ANYTHING...Hummers lined up in front of the Westfield Police
Department on Tuesday in advance of the impending snow storm.

WESTFIELD
WEST

tended Monday’s meeting to thank
board members for their support.
Seniors Katie Clark and Dexter
Cypress addressed the meeting and
presented a picture of the walkout to
Ms. Ohlig. They were joined by seniors Nadia Matin, Linzy Rosen and
Andrew Smith, junior Alana
Hammond and sophomore Colin
Sumner.
Miss Clark said an overwhelming
majority of high-school students supported the walkout which lasted 17
minutes, one minute for each person
who was killed at Marjory Stoneman
Douglas High School in Parkland,
Fla., last month.
“We spoke, you listened, and, most
importantly, we organized,” she said.
“In a country where some school districts essentially ban demonstrating
or burdened students with penalties
who did, our school supported us and
stood with us.
“We know there are millions of
kids all over the country who have
had enough. In Westfield, we are fortunate to have support from the adults
around us. Thank you for working to
be part of the solution. We are an
inspired class of Westfield High
School students and we have only
just begun.”
Ms. Ohlig told the group, “We are
inspired by you.”
Later in the meeting, the board
voted to accept the lowest responsible bid for the improvement work
on Kehler Stadium, which will enable
the work to start by the planned date
in May. Board Attorney Richard
Kaplow told the meeting attendees
the bids had ranged from slightly over
$3 million to slightly under $4 million.
He said a legal protest had been
filed by the third-lowest bidder against
the winning bid of $3,031,100, submitted by Your Way Construction, of
Irvington. Mr. Kaplow said he had
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Sarah McGrail for The Westfield Leader

WE ORGANIZED, BOE LISTENED...Dexter Cypress and Katie Clark, two of the organizers of last week's Westfield High
School walkout in support of students from last month’s shooting at a high school in Parkland, Fla., address the Westfield
Board of Education at Monday’s meeting .

Cranford BOE Proposes
$67 Mil. School Budget
By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The board of education approved the proposed 20182019 school budget in the amount of
$67,476,691 for submission to the executive county superintendent of
schools at Monday’s open work session meeting. Of that amount,
$57,690,552 will be raised in taxes, and
$852,657 will be included to fund debt
service.

Mountainside BOE OKs
$19.3-Mil. Tentative Budget
By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Applause
and cheers filled the air at Monday’s
meeting of the board of education as
the board detailed the financial turnaround it has achieved over the last
three years, taking the community
from a deficit of more than $1 million
to a small surplus.
The board submitted a tentative
budget in the amount of $19,260,699.
This figure is comprised of expenditures of $17,342,545 from the
district’s general fund, $213,232 in
special revenues, and $1,704,922 in
debt service. The taxes which must be
raised to fund the budget will be
$17,269,965, since there will be
$1,990,734 in anticipated revenues
outside of taxes. The tax levy is within
the state-mandated 2-percent cap and
there will be an approximately
$85,000 balance in a reserve fund. A
public hearing on the budget is scheduled for 7 p.m. on Tuesday, April 24,
in the Beechwood School media center.
Based on last year’s budget, overall spending is up $2 million from
$17.3 million last year, with taxes
increasing around $1.5 million from
$15.7 million.
Chief School Administrator Nancy
Lubarsky, Ed.D., explained that the
board has developed a long-term,
multi-year view of district funding
and managed the budget gap for the
2016-2018 school years with no negative impact on programs. The budget
deficit has been eliminated and Standard & Poor’s upgraded the district’s
credit rating from AA- to AA. The
board renegotiated the send/receive
agreement with Berkeley Heights for
Governor Livingston High School,

which stabilized tuition rates.
Ms. Lubarsky reviewed all of the
infrastructure improvements, including new roofs, a new secure access
system, new lockers, new doors and
windows. In addition, she discussed
all of the program improvements that
have been made in recent years, including the updated website,
Chromebook technology and e-alerts.
She made a detailed presentation
regarding the results of the recentlycompleted curriculum analysis
project. The project was the result of
work done by the newly-formed professional development/curriculum
committee. The goal was to compare
and contrast the New Jersey Core
Standards with the existing curriculum to identify at least three gaps
between the current standards and
their implementation in the
Mountainside schools.
According to Ms. Lubarsky, the
project team recommended that the
language arts program for grades K to
4 be redesigned to include additional
instruction on spelling and phonics.
The Language Arts curriculum for
students in grades 5 through 8 will
include additional use of online tools
such as MobyMax and an increased
emphasis on Latin and Greek roots,
prefixes and suffixes. The mathematics curriculum for grades K to 5 will
focus on improving the students’ skills
with fractions, word problems and
addition/subtraction facts. The curriculum for the students in the upper
grades will be rearranged so that all
of the students will receive increased
exposure to analyzing statistics and
the order of operations expressed in
scientific notation. The next phase of
the project is an in-depth review of

Congratulations to the
#1 Agent for February!

Business Administrator and Board
Secretary Robert J. Carfagno presented
the board with a break-down of the
budget. The proposed budget is at a
3.37-percent increase over the 20172018 budget, which totaled
$63,861,157. The total tax increase on
the average Cranford home will be
$202.06. Overall the proposed school
tax levy is going up around $2.4 million.
One part of that increase can be
attributed to the adjustment for increased
costs of health benefits in the amount of
$1,109,346, he said. Another cause for
an increase in the budget is greater costs
for special education, which include
out-of-district placement costs, transportation and programs like the Work
Readiness Academy Program.
“With these costs going up, we’re
really backed into a corner,” Mr.
Carfagno told the board.
“What we try to do to start is to
maintain our current programs and enhance our current programs,” Mr.
Carfagno told the board.
“I want to keep class sizes the same,”
Mr. Carfagno further commented.
Salaries and benefits make up the
largest portion of the general fund budget, 84.14 percent of the operating budget, at a cost of $55,072,224.

Security issues were addressed related to the budget as Mr. Carfagno
relayed that additional funds in the
amount of $187,301 coming from state
aid will be allotted for security and
wellness issues in the district.
The majority of this money will go
towards hiring a district coordinator for
culture and climate who can “focus on
enhancing the wellness practices
throughout our community” and towards security upgrades and enhancements, according to Superintendent of
Schools Scott Rubin, Ed.D.
Mr. Rubin told the board, “Safety is
always going to be our number-one
priority.”
Cranford resident Bill Lapenta inquired about the security audit that will
take place in the district.
Mr. Rubin made clear that the audit
would begin soon and would involve
the state coming in, in partnership with
the Cranford Police Department, over
the course of different days to visit the
schools.
Mr. Rubin said the audit would provide informal feedback right away, followed by a formal report to help the
district make security changes as
needed.
In other news connected to security
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader

LUCK OF THE IRISH...Kilkenny House in Cranford was packed for St. Patrick’s
Day on Saturday as evidenced by these folks who dressed accordingly.
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Todisco, Sarno Discuss
Borough Budget at Events
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

DON'T LEAVE HOME WITHOUT IT...Susan Dougherty, arts and entertainment reviewer for The Westfield Leader, has her paper with her in Vienna where
she spent six days visiting museums, parks, concert halls, churches and her great
niece, who is studying there.

Mountainside Mayor Lauds
Local Response to Storms
By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Mayor Paul
N. Mirabelli spoke to the public about
the community’s response to the two
recent nor’easters which hit the area
and issued proclamations honoring the
members of the volunteer fire department and the rescue squad for their
selfless service and dedication during
the storms.
According to the mayor, the high
winds and heavy snowstorms caused
widespread damage throughout the
borough, toppling dozens of trees,
blocking roadways and bringing down
power lines. He noted that during the
March 8 storm the Mountainside Police Department responded to 169 calls
for service, including half a dozen car
accidents and two resident injuries. He
commended the police department for
its use of the public alert system and
social media accounts such as the Mountainside Police Facebook page and
Twitter accounts that were used to advise residents of school and road closures and provided detailed detour
maps.
The mayor explained that while he

Wendy’s
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

any given day, stated Mr. Shaw. Often
when an establishment does not see
immense customer volume during
later hours, the drive-through will
begin closing earlier, stated Mr. Shaw.
The company will invest $1.5 million to revitalize (re-brand) the location. The drive-through will be reconstructed to bring the driver closer
to the building, stated Mr. Shaw.
The building’s interior will be altered or “gutted,” with everything being remodeled and branded towards
Wendy’s, stated Mr. Shaw. The
building’s four walls will remain intact
as renovations begin, Mr. Shaw said.
Old bushes and dead trees will be
removed, stated Mr. Shaw. New landscaping will be included, although
neither specific depictions nor vegetation have been decided upon, stated
Mr. Shaw.
Ms. Hunscher said the development benefits the neighborhood by
utilizing the property in a similar
manner as it had been beneficial before. The sign in the building’s front
will be brought into compliance, Ms.
Hunscher said.
The previous Burger King approved sign was actually not compliant, stated Mr. Nierstedt. Wendy’s
monument sign will measure six feet
by five feet, stated Mr. Shaw.

shared residents’ frustrations with the
slow pace of power restoration and
debris removal, the Department of Public Works (DPW) can only remove tree
limbs after the utility companies have
removed any downed wires and declared the area safe.
In response to a question from a
resident regarding who was responsible for tree limbs and downed power
lines, Mayor Mirabelli reminded all
residents to immediately contact the
police department and the utility company and to never touch a downed line,
noting only trained professionals can
distinguish between a harmless cable
wire and a high voltage electric wire.
The borough council issued proclamations thanking the members of the
rescue squad and the fire department
for their service during the storm, including transporting a resident who was
hit by a tree limb while using his snow
blower to the University Hospital
Trauma Center in Newark. Council
members explained that the DPW has
begun to remove debris from the storms
and urged residents who live near fire
hydrants to support public safety by
clearing snow from the hydrants and to
check the borough’s website and the
Union County First Alert system for
accurate and up-to-date information
regarding the latest storm.
The council conducted the second
reading of an ordinance to appropriate
$900,000 for infrastructure improvements, including road repaving of Meeting House Lane, the upper portion of
New Providence Road, and Chipmunk
Hill, as well as sanitary sewer upgrades
and new traffic signs.
In other business, the council acknowledged Deerfield School students
Hannah Tao, Rachel Bataille and Sarah
Luckenbach, who placed first, second
and third, respectively, in the Veterans
of Foreign Wars’ Patriot Pen Essay
competition. The essay contest encourages students to examine America’s
history, along with their own experiences in American society. The theme
for this year’s contest was “America’s
Gift to My Generation.” This is the first
time all three winners in Union County
were from Mountainside.
During the council comments portion of the meeting, Councilman Glenn
Mortimer encouraged residents to enjoy several upcoming events at the
Mountainside Public Library, including a live animal show by the Lizard
Guys, a presentation on Astronomy in
Your Back Yard, and the annual book
sale.
Councilman Robert Messler asked
residents to support the softball and
baseball opening parade on Saturday,
April 21.

GARWOOD — Two separate meetings were held for borough residents
seeking to ask questions about the 2018
municipal budget. On Thursday
evening, the borough finance committee held a Breaking Down the Budget:
Chat with the Finance Committee. On
Saturday, Councilman Joseph Sarno
hosted a Breakfast and Budget Event
where he answered answering resident
questions while discussing an alternative perspective on the finance committee proposed budget.
Ms. Todisco stated for the first time
in 17 years there will be no municipal
tax increase. In the 2018 budget, she
said additional services have been accounted for including a parking enforcement officer and property maintenance office.
“Our goal as always is to provide
Garwood residents with the best possible services at the best possible price,”
Ms. Todisco said.
The finance committee cut $156,000
in expenses from the administrative
budget “presented in the onset,” stated
Ms. Todisco.
“Reductions were made in legal,
police as well as streets and roads,
salaries and wages, as well as other
expenses (including shade tree, retirement and sick leave, and much more),”
said Ms. Todisco.
The finance committee is comprised
of Chairwoman Todisco, and Council
President Jennifer Blumenstock and
Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro. The
committee’s PowerPoint presentation
outlined the budget process, provided a
“tax bill breakdown” while addressing
major budget topics, budget highlights,
and capital requests. Fiscal overviews
and responsibilities for several departments including the police department,
fire department, planning board and
Department of Public Works were discussed.
According to the 2017 tax levy on
Garwood residents, the municipal budget was 33.7 percent of the total tax levy
or $6,083,497. The school budget receives 44.9 percent of each tax dollar in
the borough, the county receives 19.6
percent, with the Garwood Public Library accounting for 1.2 percent of
each dollar.
Councilman Sarno stated at his event
that one-time revenue sources accounted for enough surplus to facilitate
“the zero-increase year.” The revenue
sources include $75,000 in fees from
the SouthAvenue Russo I development
of 298 housing units, and $45,000 in
federal funds from Hurricane Sandy
which occurred in 2012.
Mr. Sarno said he is proposing a $30per house tax increase for the average
assessed home. “However, it would
place the borough in a better place
financially and help us go into the future where I can anticipate a tax reduction in the first year of Russo I redevelopment alone,” Mr. Sarno said.
Mr. Sarno said he wanted to acknowledge the proposed 2018 budget’s
pitfalls and how (council) would be
fiscally “kicking the can down the road”
for borough residents to pay more longterm.
Mr. Sarno said the spending plan
would lower the borough’s total costs
per department and reduce the municipal debt interest obligations and principal owed.
“We’re not even placing any money
in this budget to cover the $113,000
(borough-wide tax) revaluation; talk
about kicking the can down the road,”
Mr. Sarno said.
He said a revaluation of borough
homes must be completed by 2020 as
per state regulations. “We should start
budgeting and paying now (20 percent)
so we don’t get clobbered next year in
a tax hike,” said Mr. Sarno, proposing
budgeting $23,000 per year to pay revaluation costs off in five years.
Mr. Sarno said the capital expenditures proposed will cost the borough
$330,000. He said under state law the
borough must pay 5 percent upfront for

any capital project. The money is often
paid from the capital improvement fund,
explained Mr. Sarno.
“So in this case this would amount to
$17,500. In our budget, we’re only
placing $15,000 back into the capital
improvement fund,” Mr. Sarno said.
The capital improvement fund balance has been reduced from $200,000
10 years ago to $124,000 today, Mr.
Sarno said.
“The more we can put down on debt
(now) the less debt we will have in the
future,” said Mr. Sarno, who stated
used vehicles cannot be purchased on
“borrowed money or bonded money.”
“Maybe the Mason dump truck,
HVAC, or police vehicle should wait a
year,” said Mr. Sarno in advocating for
decreasing capital spending in the upcoming budget year.
The borough’s garbage collection
being privatized versus public works
collection, as is currently done, is an
idea “worth further investigating,” Mr.
Sarno said. He said the privatization
would be a possible cost-saver with the
borough paying for the privatization,
not the resident.
He said he would like to see strategies developed to reduce library, borough employee salary and pension costs.
Mr. Sarno said entering shared-service
agreements, reducing full-time workers, and increasing part-time workers
would reduce wage costs.
Councilman Richard McCormack
said he was apprehensive with entering
shared-service agreements blindly or
for too many services.
“At what point do you dissolve the
Borough of Garwood?” Mr.
McCormack questioned.
Mr. Sarno said it would be difficult to
control or reduce the $63,615 spent for
the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority.
“To control these costs, testing would
have to be undertaken to ensure meters
are accurate and if not, we would have
to make enhancements so our infiltration levels were reduced, increasing
efficiency,” Mr. Sarno said.
“We should be setting up models on
how the money will be spent. This will
help future councils,” Mr. Sarno said.

CF BOE
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issues in the district, 11 faculty members were approved as site supervisors
for security at Orange Avenue School
and Hillside Avenue School for performing arts events during the 20172018 school year.
The next board of education meeting
is scheduled for Monday, March 26, at
7:30 p.m.
Additionally, the board will hold the
public hearing on the budget in the
board room at Lincoln School at 7 p.m.
on Monday, April 30.

MS BOE
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the Social Studies program.
The board also presented four members of the staff with the Governor’s
Teacher Recognition award. The
award was established in 1985 for the
purpose of acknowledging teachers
who exhibit outstanding performance.
The criteria for selection of the recipient of the award includes the use
of effective instructional techniques
and methods; the creation of a productive classroom climate and rapport with students; the development
of feelings of self-worth and a love of
learning in students. This year’s recipients were Kathleen Goldbeck, a
special-education teacher; Kristin
Trentham, a PEAK teacher; Carmine
Ann Casolaro, a paraprofessional at
the Beechwood School, and Linda
Lombardo, the school secretary at
Deerfield School. In addition to a
bouquet of flowers, Councilman
Glenn Mortimer presented each
woman with a flag that had flown at
the United States Capitol courtesy of
Congressman Leonard Lance (R-7th,
Westfield).
Ms. Lubarsky advised that the installation of the new playground
equipment at Beechwood School has
been delayed because of the inclement weather and that the school has
received an additional $25,000 grant
from Union County’s Level the Playing Field program, which will be used
to support the purchase and installation of equipment that is accessible to
children with disabilities.

ITALIAN-AMERICAN HISTORY...The Westfield Chapter of UNICO recently donated a reference book to the Westfield Memorial Library entitled
“The Routledge History of Italian Americans.” Co-edited by Seton Hall University Professor William J. Connell and Stanislao G. Pugliese, the book is a
scholarly reference for students in Italian Studies and Italian American Studies
programs, as well as those interested in the trials and triumphs of one of the
nation’s largest immigrant groups. Pictured are, standing, Ann Walko, past
national president of UNICO National, left, and Sandy Giordano, Westfield
Chapter secretary, and seated, from left to right, Anthony Bengivenga, National
Membership and Retention director; Chapter President Robert Tarte, and Jen
Schulze, head of adult services for the library.

Fanwood Raising Permit
Parking, Bulk Waste Fees
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD — The borough is establishing new parking permit fees for
2019, raising the permit cost by about
10 percent. The new fee is $407 for
Fanwood residents and $743 for nonresidents, including Scotch Plains residents, the council said Monday at its
regular meeting.
Bulk waste fees were established at
$85 for residents and $70 for senior
residents age 65 and up. The bulk
pickup fee was $65, and it has not been
increased since 2008, Borough Clerk
Eleanor McGovern said. The Department of Public Works (DPW) picks up
bulky waste items, and the pickup is to
occur in September.
The DPW is “planning for the
worst,” Council President Jack
Molenaar said about this week’s impending storm. “Public works will be
ready,” he said.
Mayor Colleen Mahr gave a special
acknowledgement to the borough’s
emergency services, as well as residents who helped one another, during
and after the snowstorm a couple of
weeks ago.
“We had a significant amount of
damage. Five homes are uninhabitable because of trees that fell into
houses,” Mayor Mahr said. She noted
that hundreds of houses were without
power, some for days. Mayor Mahr
also thanked Councilman Tom Kranz
for keeping the “lines of communications open” between the borough and
residents. The mayor asked all residents to sign up for the borough’s Eblast on Fanwood’s website to allow
the borough to communicate with residents during storm events.
“We had close calls with branches
and limbs, with one limb that fell on a
person, and a hot wire fell on an ambulance,” Councilman Kranz said. “Don’t
touch hot wires,” Mr. Kranz warned.
He said residents should stay away
from any wire that is dangling or on the
ground because it may be an electrical
wire, which can electrocute a person.
If a wire comes down while driving, he
said drivers should stay in their car.
In response to the downed trees as a
result of the storm, an emergency appropriation of $30,000 for removing
branches blocking borough roads was
approved by the council.
As residents begin to place fallen
tree limbs at the curb for pickup, Mr.
Molenaar asked that they “keep brush
in as small cuts as possible,” requesting that cut limbs not be larger than
four feet in order to have the refuse
processed faster.
In other new business, CME Associates, Inc. was selected to provide surveying, permitting, design and build
documentation for Forest Road Park
improvements at a contract price of
$48,400.
The 2017 curb and sidewalk project
bids were received and came in between $57,820 and $142,600. Midwest Construction was selected for its
low bid to perform the work.

A downtown parking map to be used
for economic development of the
borough’s downtown area is to be prepared and will include areas of South
Avenue between Sheelen’s Crossing
and First Street, Martine Avenue between South and La Grande Avenues,
Second Street between South and La
Grande Avenues, and La Grande between Second Street and Martine Avenue. The railroad parking lot and public parking lot between South and La
Grande Avenues also will be shown on
the map. On and off-street parking and
their restrictions will be detailed as
well. The work will include research of
available parking in the area, including
any permit parking, and the preparation
of the map. The contract for the work is
not to exceed $2,750.
The council approved increasing a
contract from $20,000 to $35,000 with
Millenium Strategies for grant-writing
services. The purchase of a dump truck,
part of the capital improvement plan for
2017, was approved. EKA Associates
was selected to prepare a grading and
drainage plan for Community House.
Elizabethtown Gas will replace
mains – starting with a portion of Terrill
Road, Mayor Mahr said.
The council, on first reading of an
ordinance, is to establish a cap bank
that is 3.5 percent or $258,478 in
excess of the previous year’s final
appropriations for the 2018 calendar
year municipal budget. “Most years
we don’t even use it,” Mrs. McGovern
said of the cap bank, which municipalities establish each year.
Councilman Kranz gave a 2018 budget update. The first budget meeting
was held on Sunday, with one and
possibly two more planned. The 2018
municipal budget has “significant
shortfalls,” Mr. Kranz said.
The borough received a Level the
Playing Field grant — a new grant
from Union County to improve playground access for children with disabilities, Mayor Mahr said. The borough is planning to purchase a piece of
equipment with the grants funds of
about $15,000.
Mayor Mahr announced that Congresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman
(D-12th, Trenton) is to hold a mobile
office in Fanwood on Tuesday, March
27, from 4 to 7 p.m., at the Fanwood
Memorial Library. During this event
constituents will have an opportunity
to speak with her staff about any concerns they may have.
The Fanwood Easter Egg Hunt is to
be held this Saturday, March 24, starting at exactly 10 a.m. in Forest Road
Park, Councilwoman Erin McElroyBarker said in her recreation commission update. Also, the summer programming is open for registration, including various camps.
Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell
said in her report that the rescue squad
has its new ambulance, which will be
operable next month after the radios are
installed. The squad has announced it
has three new members who joined this
month.

Police
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EASTER FESTIVITIES...Local children enjoy the Easter Sunday Egg Hunt at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, located at 414
East Broad Street, Westfield. This year’s event will follow the 9 a.m. family mass to be held on Easter Sunday, April 1.
Information on the church’s Holy Week services can be found at stpaulswestfield.org.

evaluated the complaint and had concluded that there was no legal reason
why the contract should not be
awarded to Your Way.
The board also heard about two
long-serving faculty members who
are retiring after giving a combined
55 years of service to the district.
It also was announced that Supervisor of Math, Regina Kiczek, and
Westfield High School Assistant Principal Margaret McFadden will retire
at the end of this school year.
The next board of education meeting will be held on Tuesday, March
27, at 7:30 p.m., at the board’s administration building at 302 Elm Street,
Westfield.

Courtesy of Karen Lukacovic

TEAM SPIRIT...Garwood Lincoln School teacher Karen Lukacovic was recognized with six students as YWCA: Health Bee Winners for “Most Team Spirit.”
United Health Care hosted the event, awarding $250 to the Health Bee Team to
bring back to Lincoln for their team spirit. The Health Bee Team included Lincoln
School students Sophia Malcolm, Priscilla Nieves, Gabriel Snedeker, Carina
Hechevarria, Catherine Dustin, and Mackenzie Cruz.
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Fanwood Raising Permit
Parking, Bulk Waste Fees
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough is
establishing new parking permit fees
for 2019, raising the permit cost by
about 10 percent. The new fee is $407
for Fanwood residents and $743 for
non-residents, including Scotch Plains
residents, the council said Monday at
its regular meeting.
Bulk waste fees were established at
$85 for residents and $70 for senior
residents age 65 and up. The bulk
pickup fee was $65, and it has not
been increased since 2008, Borough
Clerk Eleanor McGovern said. The
Department of Public Works (DPW)
picks up bulky waste items, and the
pickup is to occur in September.

The DPW is “planning for the
worst,” Council President Jack
Molenaar said about this week’s impending storm. “Public works will be
ready,” he said.
Mayor Colleen Mahr gave a special acknowledgement to the
borough’s emergency services, as well
as residents who helped one another,
during and after the snowstorm a
couple of weeks ago.
“We had a significant amount of
damage. Five homes are uninhabitable because of trees that fell into
houses,” Mayor Mahr said. She noted
that hundreds of houses were without
power, some for days. Mayor Mahr
also thanked Councilman Tom Kranz
for keeping the “lines of communica-

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

LUCK OF THE IRISH...These folks are all decked out in green for last weekend’s
annual St. Patrick's Festival at Darby Road in Scotch Plains.

SP-F BOE Hears Proposed
School Budget Presentation
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Members
of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education unanimously
passed the 2018-2019 proposed
school budget at Monday evening’s
meeting. A presentation on the proposed budget was given at the beginning of the meeting by Board
Secretary and Business Administrator Deborah Saridaki.
According to Ms. Saridaki, student enrollment has remained consistent over the past six years, and
she said the number for this year has
increased by one student. She noted
that 95 percent of the revenue for
the budget comes from local taxes,
with 3.2 percent of the spending
plan being generated by state aid.

The 2017-2018 local tax levy was
reported as $86,626,357 with an
increase to $89,409,067 for the upcoming school year.
Ms. Saridaki said the operating
budget was to have a total salary
increase from $51,556,258 last year
to $54,525,403 for the upcoming
school year. In addition, Ms.
Saridaki said employee benefits
have increased from $19,030,432
to $19,873,146, which translates
into an increase of 4.4 percent. She
reported that there also was a slight
increase in teaching positions, noting that 8.5 new positions in all will
be added for the 2018-2019 school
year, including two elementary
teachers, one resource teacher for
middle school, a speech teacher for
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

WOMAN OF EXCELLENCE...Scotch Plains Councilwoman Rose Checchio,
center, was one of 10 women honored on Friday as a recipient of the 2018 Women
of Excellence Awards. Pictured, from left to right, are: Margaret Heisey, Claudette
Desiato, Tom Strowe, Mayor Al Smith, Councilwoman Checchio, Municipal
Manager Al Mirabella, Bob LaCosta and Frank DiNizo.

WESTFIELD
WEST

tions open” between the borough and
residents. The mayor asked all residents to sign up for the borough’s Eblast on Fanwood’s website to allow
the borough to communicate with residents during storm events.
“We had close calls with branches
and limbs, with one limb that fell on
a person, and a hot wire fell on an
ambulance,” Councilman Kranz said.
“Don’t touch hot wires,” Mr. Kranz
warned. He said residents should stay
away from any wire that is dangling
or on the ground because it may be an
electrical wire, which can electrocute
a person. If a wire comes down while
driving, he said drivers should stay in
their car.
In response to the downed trees as
a result of the storm, an emergency
appropriation of $30,000 for removing branches blocking borough roads
was approved by the council.
As residents begin to place fallen
tree limbs at the curb for pickup, Mr.
Molenaar asked that they “keep brush
in as small cuts as possible,” requesting that cut limbs not be larger than
four feet in order to have the refuse
processed faster.
In other new business, CME Associates, Inc. was selected to provide
surveying, permitting, design and
build documentation for Forest Road
Park improvements at a contract price
of $48,400.
The 2017 curb and sidewalk project
bids were received and came in between $57,820 and $142,600. Midwest Construction was selected for its
low bid to perform the work.
A downtown parking map to be
used for economic development of
the borough’s downtown area is to be
prepared and will include areas of
South Avenue between Sheelen’s
Crossing and First Street, Martine
Avenue between South and La Grande
Avenues, Second Street between
South and La Grande Avenues, and
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Courtesy of Tom Kranz

GIRL SCOUT WEEK...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr presents a proclamation for Girl Scout Week to girls from Troops
40370 and 40777, along with Julie Murphy, a member of the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Girl Scout Service Team, at Monday
night’s borough council meeting. There are almost 800 Girl Scouts in Fanwood-Scotch Plains in 86 troops. The Girl Scouts
was founded in 1912 by Juliette Gordon Low in Savannah, Ga.

Smith Hopes Downtown Plans
To Be Wrapped By May’s End
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor
Alexander Smith said he hopes that
formal redevelopment plans for the
downtown business district will be ready
for the township council’s consideration by the end of May, after which
formal proposals and bids can be solicited from developers.
The mayor expressed his hopes at the

Council Approves Downtown
Redevelopment Plan
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The township council on Tuesday approved a
plan to declare 45 properties in the
downtown business district as being “in need of redevelopment,” a
move intended to, as Mayor
Alexander Smith said, “jump-start”
the area’s revitalization.
A report for the planning board
by professional planner Michael
Mistretta evaluated 63 individual
properties in the downtown — a
19.2-acre area that includes lots on
Park Avenue between Grand Street
and the CVS property; Forest Road
between Grand Street and Westfield
Avenue; the CVS property and parking lot along East Second Street;
the property between Front Street
and East Second Street occupied by
the municipal building and parking
lot, the fire house and several privately-owned buildings, and the
strip of privately-owned properties
on Westfield Avenue between Park
Avenue and Forest Road.
At the governing body’s business
meeting on Tuesday, the mayor
called the council’s move “a major
step forward” that will “bring the
town into the 21st century” and help
stabilize the municipal tax rate.
The initial focus will be on the
municipal-owned properties that
house the library and adjacent parking lot, and the municipal building,
fire house and adjacent parking lot.
The downtown redevelopment
committee will now begin to write a
formal redevelopment plan for the
downtown properties and then
present it to the council. Once the
governing body approves the plan,
then developers will be asked to

submit proposals for consideration.
Thomas Strowe, the township’s
coordinator for the revitalization
efforts, said that about 320 residential units will be included in the new
downtown developments, with 48
units designated as affordable housing. Some 640 off-street parking
spaces will be required, meaning
that two new downtown parking
structures will be included in any
redevelopment plans.
The mayor said that “we will work
our way very carefully through this”
and pledged to work closely with
the downtown businesses that will
be affected by new development
and construction. He also said, as
he has over the past year, that eminent domain would be utilized only
as a last resort.
In other business, the council introduced the $25.67-million municipal budget that will contain no increase in the municipal propertytax rate. A $1.81-million capital
budget also was introduced. Public
hearings on both budgets will be
held on Tuesday, April 17.
Mayor Smith credited the current
council, and governing bodies of
recent years, for working “diligently
to make the township work effectively.”
The council also approved several ordinances including one limiting parking in the downtown business district to two hours. Another
ordinance will rewrite the existing
township fire prevention code with
updated rules and regulations. A
third will create a list for the police
and fire departments and rescue
squad of township residents who
would be in need of special assis-

Congratulations to the
#1 Agent for February!

downtown redevelopment committee’s
monthly meeting last Wednesday, which
came two days after the planning board
voted to send to the council a plan to
declare 45 properties in the downtown
business district as being in need of
redevelopment, a move intended to hasten the start of the area’s revitalization.
It is expected that downtown redevelopment efforts, including the building
of affordable-housing units, will start
with the township library property between Bartle Avenue and Grand Avenue as well as the lot occupied by the
municipal building, parking lot and
firehouse.
“The township owns a lot of land [in
the downtown business district],” the
mayor said last week, “so we can initiate projects on our own.” The hope is
that those initial projects on public properties will then spur private property
owners to also redevelop or expand
their own buildings.
The mayor also noted that as the
redevelopment gets underway, adequate

parking will need to be provided for
both existing and new businesses and
residents. Planner Michael Mistretta
said two or three new parking structures will be needed in the downtown to
accommodate the new development,
with one on each side of Park Avenue
— on the block where the library now
stands, in the present municipal parking lot next to town hall and possibly
elsewhere such as behind the stores on
Park Avenue between Bartle Avenue
and Westfield Avenue.
Mr. Mistretta said such structures
would not be just for parking, but would
be, in essence, wrapped around its exterior by commercial, retail and residential units so it would not look like a
typical parking garage.
The committee last week also discussed legislation being considered by
the StateAssembly that would establish
additional factors calculating towns’
fair share affordable-housing obligations, something that could reduce
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Courtesy of Tom Kranz

OUTSTANDING VOLUNTEER...Michael Kelly, center, a member of the Fanwood
Recreation Commission, was named Fanwood Volunteer-of-the-Month. Mayor
Colleen Mahr expressed appreciation on behalf of the borough council at Monday’s
governing body meeting to Mr. Kelly for his service to the community for creating
and promoting Fanwood’s recreation programs. At right is Councilman Anthony
Carter.
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Raising Fees
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

DON'T LEAVE HOME WITHOUT IT...Susan Dougherty, arts and entertainment reviewer for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
has her paper with her in Vienna where she spent six days visiting museums, parks,
concert halls, churches and her great niece, who is studying there.

Mountainside Mayor Lauds
Local Response to Storms
By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Mayor
Paul N. Mirabelli spoke to the public about the community’s response
to the two recent nor’easters which
hit the area and issued proclamations honoring the members of the
volunteer fire department and the
rescue squad for their selfless service and dedication during the
storms.
According to the mayor, the high
winds and heavy snowstorms caused
widespread damage throughout the
borough, toppling dozens of trees,
blocking roadways and bringing
down power lines. He noted that
during the March 8 storm the Mountainside Police Department responded to 169 calls for service,
including half a dozen car accidents
and two resident injuries. He commended the police department for
its use of the public alert system and
social media accounts such as the
Mountainside Police Facebook page
and Twitter accounts that were used
to advise residents of school and
road closures and provided detailed
detour maps.
The mayor explained that while
he shared residents’ frustrations with

the slow pace of power restoration
and debris removal, the Department
of Public Works (DPW) can only
remove tree limbs after the utility
companies have removed any downed
wires and declared the area safe.

Downtown
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Scotch Plains’current affordable-housing obligations. Mayor Smith and township downtown redevelopment coordinator Thomas Strowe attended a meeting of mayors in Trenton, and Mr. Strowe
said affordable housing was “the number-one issue” talked about by the mayors. The mayor urged residents to contact legislators and ask them to support
the bill, A-1648.
Mayor Smith said he has held meetings with state and county officials about
affordable-housing issues, downtown
development and infrastructure issues.
He also has consulted with water company officials about the redevelopment
plans so that the utility can begin planning for expanded services in the downtown area. And he said he has been
meeting with state and NJ Transit officials about potential commuter parkand-ride locations near the downtown.

La Grande between Second Street
and Martine Avenue. The railroad
parking lot and public parking lot
between South and La Grande Avenues also will be shown on the map.
On and off-street parking and their
restrictions will be detailed as well.
The work will include research of
available parking in the area, including any permit parking, and the preparation of the map. The contract for the
work is not to exceed $2,750.
The council approved increasing a
contract from $20,000 to $35,000
with Millenium Strategies for grantwriting services. The purchase of a
dump truck, part of the capital improvement plan for 2017, was approved. EKAAssociates was selected
to prepare a grading and drainage
plan for Community House.
Elizabethtown Gas will replace
mains – starting with a portion of
Terrill Road, Mayor Mahr said.
The council, on first reading of an
ordinance, is to establish a cap bank
that is 3.5 percent or $258,478 in
excess of the previous year’s final
appropriations for the 2018 calendar
year municipal budget. “Most years
we don’t even use it,” Mrs. McGovern
said of the cap bank, which municipalities establish each year.
Councilman Kranz gave a 2018
budget update. The first budget meeting was held on Sunday, with one and
possibly two more planned. The 2018
municipal budget has “significant
shortfalls,” Mr. Kranz said.
The borough received a Level the
Playing Field grant — a new grant
from Union County to improve playground access for children with disabilities, Mayor Mahr said. The borough is planning to purchase a piece
of equipment with the grants funds of
about $15,000.
Mayor Mahr announced that Congresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman
(D-12th, Trenton) is to hold a mobile
office in Fanwood on Tuesday, March
27, from 4 to 7 p.m., at the Fanwood
Memorial Library. During this event
constituents will have an opportunity
to speak with her staff about any
concerns they may have.
The Historic Preservation Commission will hold a photo swap of old
photos of Fanwood so people can
exchange those photos, Councilman
Russell Huegel said during his report.
Also, another Antique Road Show is
being planned. Additionally, the commission is planning to redo the plaza
in front of the train station and to get
rid of a wooden porch there. He also
noted that the Fanwood museum will
be closed on April 1.

The Fanwood Easter Egg Hunt is
to be held this Saturday, March 24,
starting at exactly 10 a.m. in Forest
Road Park, Councilwoman Erin
McElroy-Barker said in her recreation commission update. Also, the
summer programming is open for registration, including various camps.
Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell
said in her report that the rescue squad
has its new ambulance, which will be
operable next month after the radios
are installed. The squad has announced it has three new members
who joined this month.
The environmental commission
will hold a program this Saturday,
March 24, from 3 to 4 p.m., at the
Carriage House about what plants
will encourage butterflies and bees.
The Ministerium met last Thursday
at the Fanwood Presbyterian Church,
Ms. Mitchell said, and talked about a
national night of prayer to occur the
first Thursday in May. This event will
be held at either the Fanwood Presbyterian Church or at the garden located
at Dhammakaya Meditation.
In her closing remarks, Ms. Mitchell
said she was proud of the high-school
students who participated in a nationwide walkout on March 14 to honor
the 17 students and staff members
who were killed in a shooting at
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High
School in Parkland, Fla., last month.
She said she did not understand school
districts that punished students who
participated in the walkout, going on
to say that while these districts cited
safety concerns, many districts had
police stationed at the schools to ensure safety of the students.
After students spoke out that they
would not vote for legislators who do
not support gun-safety measures, Ms.
Mitchell said legislators “should heed
their warning” because while some
students may not be of an age to vote,
“their parents do.”
Mayor Mahr also announced the
Countywide March for Our Lives, an
anti-gun-violence march that is to occur in Union. Also, Rockin’ For Autism, a fund-raising event that supports
awareness and programs benefiting
children with autism, will be held Saturday, April 14, at LaGrande Park. In
addition, Opening Day for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Baseball League will
be held on April 14 as well.
A local events postcard should be in
mailboxes shortly, Mayor Mahr said.
The borough’s local government
television station is back up and running since Verizon and Comcast have
both fixed their technical issues, Mr.
Kranz said.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CELEBRATING ST. PAT’S DAY...It was wall-to-wall Irish, both authentic and
honorary, last weekend at the annual St. Patrick's Festival at Darby Road in
Scotch Plains.

School Budget
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

middle school, a district social
worker, a district Board Certified
Behavior Analyst (BCBA), a Child
Study Team secretary and a halfday position for an English as a
Second Language (ESL) teacher.
The other expenses line was reported to decrease from $5,467,510
to $5,459,669. Ms. Saridaki said
other expenses included classroom
supplies, computer software for
classrooms and offices, purchases
for district security, clubs, activities, postage, copy machines, paper, textbooks, media center books,

SP Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

tance in case of an emergency.
Additionally, the council agreed
to a request by the recreation commission to alter the planned name
change for the former zoo property.
Last month, the council agreed to
rename the six-acre property as
Frazee House Park. Former township manager Thomas Atkins had
strongly urged the council to include the name of the Terry family,
which operated the zoo for many
years, in the park’s new name. The
council will pass a new resolution
naming the property “Frazee House
Park at Terry-Lou Acres.”
At the start of the meeting, proclamations were read declaring
March as Girl Scout Month and
Women’s History Month. Retiring
Detective Sergeant Dennis Murphy
was honored by the council for his
years of service.

telephone costs, Internet expenses,
teacher workshops and training, office supplies, nursing supplies,
classroom furniture and testing supplies as well as other line items.
She noted that this year the total
operating budget was estimated at
$100,214,008, which is up from last
year ’s operating budget of
$91,135,521. She said 78 percent
of the budget was made up of benefits and salaries and that medical
and prescription drugs were reported as having an increase according to the insurance consultant
as well as having a 5-percent increase in the dental plan.
She also noted that $475,471 was
going to be taken from the banked
cap for increased security, including security vestibules for school
entrances, security personnel for
school entrances and a new visitor
management system. She noted this
will be added to one school first as
a pilot program.
It was reported that for Scotch
Plains residents the percentage increase for taxpayers will be at a
2.96 percent increase or a $247.84
tax impact per average home based
on an average assessed home of
$122,628. In Fanwood the annual
tax impact per average home was
reported as an increase of 2.8 percent or a $214.30 increase per home
based on an average assessed home
of $87,759.
The next Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education meeting will be
held on Thursday, March 29, at 7:30
p.m., in the administration building
at Cedar Street and Evergreen Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Expert Care Is Right Nearby
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neighborhood doctors.
High quality, compassionate and
comprehensive care
Directly connected with specialists
and award-winning hospitals
Nripen Dontineni, MD

Niteen Jamdar, MD

Internal Medicine

Medicine & Geriatrics

Fanwood Primary Care
346 South Avenue, Suite 5
Fanwood, NJ 07023
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online medical records
Accepts most major medical
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Preschool Official
Charged With Pulling
Knife at Students
COUNTY — An administrator at a
Plainfield preschool hhas been accused of disciplining two students by
brandishing a knife at them, acting
Union County Prosecutor Michael A.
Monahan announced last week.
Adetokunbo O. Akinnaso, 64, of
Sicklerville, Camden County, was
charged with two counts of cruelty or
neglect of children, a fourth-degree
offense.
A Special Victims Unit investigation into this matter was initiated by a
referral from the New Jersey Department of Children and Families Institutional Abuse Investigation Unit,
according to Union County Assistant
Prosecutor Scott Peterson, who is
prosecuting the case. The investigation revealed that after two 4-yearold students were taken to Akinnaso’s
office for disciplinary reasons earlier
this year, she produced a knife and
threatened to harm them if they continued misbehaving, Mr. Peterson
said.
Neither child was injured. Akinnaso
surrendered to authorities on March
13 and was released on a summons
pending a first appearance in State
Superior Court.
Convictions on fourth-degree
criminal charges are commonly punishable by up to 18 months in state
prison, according to a press release
from the Prosecutor’s Office.

Summit Offering
Unpaid Internships
SUMMIT – The City of Summit is
continuing its unpaid college internship program for the 11th consecutive year. Applications will be accepted beginning Tuesday, March 20
through Friday, April 13. Interviews
will be scheduled in beginning in late
April for selected applicants.
College students majoring in political science, public administration,
human resources management, finance, or marketing are encouraged
to apply for the program. Participants
will be able to add significant project
management experience to their resumes.
Interns are required to work a minimum of 20 hours per week for four
weeks during the month of June. Resumes should emailed to
pressoffice@cityofsummit.org.

Start Your
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goleader.com/form/bulletin

Peyton's

Peek at the Week
In Politics

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

Todisco Announces
Bid for Garwood Mayor
Garwood Councilwoman Sara
Todisco has announced her candidacy for mayor along with her running mates for borough council,
Michael Ince and Sean Benoit, in the
June Primary Election.
Mr. Ince previously ran for Union
County sheriff as a Republican. Ms.
Todisco is expected to challenge Mayor
Charles Lombardo in the Primary. The
filing deadline for the Primary is 4 p.m.
on Monday, April 2. (Please see campaign letter on page 5.)
Weber Latest to Drop
Bid to On Lance in 7th
Linda Weber of Berkeley Heights is
the latest Democrat to withdraw from
the race in the June Primary Election
and the right to take on five-term 7th
District Republican Congressman
Leonard Lance in the fall, according
to nj.com. Former Assistant Secretary
of State in the Obama Administration,
Tom Malinowski, is now seen as the
front-runner in the race.
Ms. Weber made the decision after
losing the Union County Democratic
organization line on June Primary ballots to Mr. Malinowski. Ms. Weber had
the party line in Somerset and Essex
counties, but 13 of Union County’s 21
municipalities are the 7th District.
“I will continue standing up for
progressive values and causes,” Ms.
Weber told nj.com. “I will continue
fighting for gun safety, stronger environmental protections, a woman’s
right to choose, equal access to economic opportunity, criminal justice
reform, LGBTQ [lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer] rights,
public education, and so much more.”
“Additionally, I will continue to
work hard to help flip the 7th District
and to elect more Democrats, and in
particular, more women,” she said.
Lisa Mandelblatt of Westfield and
Scott Salmon of Scotch Plains previously dropped out of the race and
endorsed Mr. Malinowski. That leaves
Goutam Jois of Summit, a lawyer and
businessman; social worker Peter
Jacob of Union and David Pringle of
Cranford, environmental advocate.
Kean Calls Murphy Budget
‘Irresponsible’ for Taxpayers
State Senate Mininority Leader
Tom Kean Jr. (R-21st, Westfield)
issued the following statement in response to Governor Phil Murphy’s
Budget Message today:
“Democrats are going full speed
ahead with a massive $2.7 billion

spending hike, an increase of nearly 8
percent. It’s irresponsible and it represents a bad value for taxpayers.
Proposing to increase income taxes
by nearly $800 million will only drive
more employers from the state. Further, the Governor says raising taxes
on businesses by $110 million will
increase ‘the attractiveness of New
Jersey as a location for investment
and employment.’ He must be kidding to suggest that will help us to
lure major employers like Amazon to
New Jersey.
“While Democrats want to say they
are only increasing taxes on millionaires and corporations, the Governor’s
proposed $546 million sales tax increase would hurt all New Jerseyans.
It’s beyond callous to say that New
Jerseyans will not feel the impact of
this change.”
Bramnick: Murphy Taking
New Jersey In Wrong Convention
Assembly Minority Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) said he
was shocked to hear that Governor Phil
Murphy’s budget plans to begin a course
of higher taxes and new spending.
“Governor Murphy is taking New
Jersey in the wrong direction,” Mr.
Bramnick said. “This is going to force
more middle-class New Jerseyans to
flee the state. Now it is up to the
majority in the Legislature to stop this
plan. This is déjà vu all over again.”
Pallone Applauds Murphy’s Call
To Invest in New Jersey
Congressman Frank Pallone, Jr. (D6th, Long Branch) released the following statement on last week’s budget speech by Governor Murphy.
“I continue to be impressed by
Governor Murphy’s strong leadership and willingness to take on the
challenges facing our state. He has
already taken steps to make our state
more tolerant, fair and innovative in
his first months in office and today’s
speech shows his determination to
continue these efforts. I am especially encouraged by the Governor’s
commitment to education, including
his push for tuition free community
colleges and making four years institutions more affordable.
“Unlike President Trump, Governor Murphy follows through on his
promises on infrastructure and provides desperately needed funds for
NJ Transit. Whether it’s calling for
funding for women’s health, creating
a research center for gun violence
center, or much needed action on so
many other crucial issues...”
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By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholders’ Fiscal Affairs Committee has completed hearings with
department directors on the 2018
budget. The spending plan is expected to be introduced at the Freeholders’ Thursday, April 19 meeting with the public hearing and adoption vote sometime in May depending on state approval, Director of
Finance Bibi Taylor said. The executive
budget
totaled
$489,019,322,
of
which
$363,468,155 would be raised in
taxes, $8.7 million over last year.
The panel heard from the Sheriff’s
Office, County Clerk, Department of
Public Works, Engineering and Facilities Management on March 13
and from the Prosecutor’s Office,
Department of Corrections, Board of
Elections and County Surrogate on
March 15.
County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi said
her office brought in $44 million in
revenue in 2017, the best year the
office has had since 2007. Of that
amount $9,402,083 will be returned
to the county, up $678,000 over 2017.
In terms of spending, the clerk’s business office budget for 2018 totals
$2,589,526, including $2,346,326 for
salaries. The budget is up $132,000
from last year.
In an effort to decrease overtime in
her office, Ms. Rajoppi has proposed
increasing two employees from 35hour to 37.5-hour weeks and another
employee from a 35-hour to a 40hour week.
“This will decrease overtime by
520 hours or save approximately
$27,600 in the first year of operation,” Ms. Rajoppi said in her budget
presentation.
The clerk’s election division has
proposed a budget of $1,301,052,
nearly flat from last year’s adopted
budget. Of that amount $148,700
is for salaries, the same as last
year.
First-year Sheriff Peter Corvelli’s
budget totals $19,691,778, of which
$18,502,750 is for salaries. The proposed overtime budget is $703,490.
Sheriff Corvelli said the office will
resume its active shooter training. He
also said he wants to resume a seasonal program for college-aged adults
to work in the sheriff’s office where
they can learn the many aspects of
law enforcement while earning college credits.
First Assistant Prosecutor Albert
Cernadas, Jr. said the Prosecutor’s
Office had another busy year in 2017
with nearly 4,300 cases booked and
33 resulting in adult trials, including
one that resulted in the conviction of

a Union man for murdering his girlfriend, a Cranford woman, and dismembering her body. In another case,
a couple was convicted for beating
their toddler daughter to death.
Mr. Cernadas said the office’s goals
for 2018 include school-security protocols, gun violence mitigation and
the office’s continued response to
heroin and opioid abuse.
The prosecutor’s budget, at $24
million, is a half million over last
year, with Mr. Cernadas saying the
office is requesting two additional
victim advocates as well as an additional DNA lab analyst, for a total of
$141,000 in new salaries. He said the
additional victim advocates will put
Union County on par with the six
advocates that surrounding counties
have, as Union County currently has
four advocates. Salaries are proposed
at $22,377,643, up $437,731 over
last year’s budget.
Mr. Cernadas said the office has
between 18 and 20 staff vacancies
that will be filled this year, including
six or seven assistant prosecutors,
due to retirements over the past four
or five months.
Joseph Graziano, director of engineering, public works and facilities
management, said the county will resurface 16 miles in 15 towns in 2018
and 23 miles in 2019 as funding from
the state’s Transportation Trust Fund
will be going up due to the increase in
the state gasoline tax. The engineering budget is $1.6 million, of which
almost $1.1 million is for salaries.
The facilities management budget is
$15.8 million with salaries of $7.2
million, overtime of $300,000 and
expenses of $8.2 million. The facilities management budget includes six
new positions at $244,872. The public works budget is $2.7 million, a
total of $2.5 million is for salaries
with another $150,000 listed for overtime.
Ronald Charles, director of the
Department of Corrections, said corrections, which operates the county
jail, reduced overtime by $1 million
in 2017 from the prior year and by
$1.8 million for 2016 and 2017 combined. The department’s overtime was
$6.3 million in the 2017 budget with
$5.9 million requested in the 2018
spending plan.
“That’s (2017 overtime) the lowest
overtime has been since 2008,” Mr.
Charles said.
Freeholder Al Mirabella questioned
Mr. Charles as to why he has requested $5.9 million in overtime while
last year’s actual expenditures for
overtime was $4.3 million. Mr.
Charles said 39 corrections officers
will be in required training at the
police academy this year for 13 weeks,

a void he will have to fill with other
officers through overtime. In addition, he said five housing units currently are closed, which also impacts
staffing.
“I know I will be looking at that
number (overtime) as I have for decades,” Mr. Mirabella responded,
noting the board has budget constraints it is trying to address.
The department’s total budget this
year is $39.8 million, an increase of
$147,800. Salaries account for $25.3
million of the budget. The juvenile
detention center budget is $8,984,784,
an increase of $364,000 over last
year. Salaries account for $5,120,843.
Mr. Charles noted that Union County
receives $2 million from Hudson
County to send its juveniles to the
Union County detention center in
Linden.
During his presentation, Surrogate
James LaCorte announced that his
long-time deputy surrogate, Jo Ann
Schwab, is retiring and will be replaced by Shardi Badri, who currently works in the county manager’s
office and has served as the freeholder clerk.
Mr. LaCorte said in 2017 the office received 8,000 phone calls and
served 5,500 clients. Mr. LaCorte’s
budget for 2018 is $1,119,964, which
is $54,537 over the amount that was
in the 2017 adopted budget. Salaries
projected for this year are
$1,077,744.
The Board of Elections budget is
$2,559,958, down slightly from last
year, with salaries amounting to
$1,269,958. Poll workers cost another $770,000. Overtime is $40,000,
about half of what it is in a Presidential election year.
Board of Elections Administrator
Dennis Kobitz said the board plans
on replacing its voting machines,
which are 20 years old. He said 460
new machines will be bought from
one of two vendors who are being
interviewed. He said the new machines will have a paper trail as required by the state. Union County has
430 voting districts.
Mr. Kobitz said the board is looking to either move elections out of
schools due to security issues or
have the schools close when elections are being held. He also said
the board would prefer if polling
places are located in school gymnasiums, which have their own access
point.

Did You Know?
The Union County Bureau of
Roads and Bridges filled and repaired in excess of 1,200 potholes on
county roads in 2017.
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Garwood School Tax Hike
Lowest In 11 Years
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – The board of education unanimously approved a preliminary 2018-2019 school budget
Monday night. A .5-percent tax increase imposed will be the lowest in
11 years. The tax amount per $100,000
of assessed property value is an $85
increase per household from last year.
“However, $63 of the tax increase
($85 per household) is due to the
decrease in the total assessed value of
Garwood property,” School Business
Administrator Eric Larson said.
Mr. Larson said if property values
held flat, the increase would be $22.
The Garwood school district received
$504,445 in state aid. The state aid
dollar amount increased by 7.5 percent compared to the 2017-2018 budget year.
“The drive of the low tax increase is
the use of the capital reserve to offset
the debt service tax,” Mr. Larson said.
The schools general fund amounted
to a $152,975 tax increase, up by 2
percent, Mr. Larson said. The debt
service budget section had a $112,132
or 27.5-percent decrease, he noted.
He said the tax increase will total
$40,843. The budget totals
$9,483,562 with $8,168,612 to be
raised in taxes. The budget is divided
into three major categories: general
fund, special revenue and debt service. The general fund category received $8,835,870, the special revenue category received $121,767, and
the debt service category received
$525,965.
“The district continues to maintain
efficient operations as evidenced by
our favorable rankings to other comparable NJ K-8 districts as found on
the Tax Guide to Educational Spending,” Mr. Larson said.
The executive Union County superintendent will review the submitted budget, providing commentary
no later than Tuesday, April 24, Mr.
Larson said. The board will have a
budget presentation at a special meeting on Tuesday, May 1, when the
board will vote on the final budget,
Mr. Larson said.
In other business, Lincoln School
teacher Karen Lukacovic was recognized with six students as YWCA:
Health Bee Winners for “Most Team
Spirit.” UnitedHealthcare hosted the
event, awarding $250 to the Health
Bee Team to bring back to Lincoln for
their team spirit, Ms. Lukacovic said.
The Health Bee Team included
Lincoln School students Sophia
Malcolm, Priscilla Nieves, Gabriel
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Garwood Teacher Among
Women of Excel. Winners

Snedeker, Carina Hechevarria,
Catherine Dustin and Mackenzie
Cruz.
“These students cheered for every
single team and competitor in the
health competition, including their
opponents,” Ms. Lukacovic said.
Board President Christine
Guerriero said she wanted to acknowledge that, in life, “it’s not whether you
win or lose, but how you play the
game,” remarking on the integrity
and character the students embodied.
On Thursday, April 26, the Education Foundation of Garwood (EFG)
will host the 14th Annual Appreciation
Event. Denise Cafiero will be honored
as EFG’s Educator of the Year. The
appreciation event will be held at The
Westwood from 6 to 9 p.m.; tickets can
be purchased for $45 each.
Tickets are available at Lincoln
School and the Garwood Public Library. The evening includes dinner
and drinks, a 50/50 raffle and tricky
tray, and an award ceremony.
The Parent Teacher Association
(PTA) Talent Show will be held on
Thursday, March 29, at Lincoln
School.
Borough Council President Jennifer Blumenstock said she would like
the board of education to follow lowcost yet effective security measures
adopted by the Clark School District.
The measures include limiting visitors during school hours and maintaining drop-off boxes for parents
whose child forgot items versus the
old method where an adult would
walk into the building, stated Ms.
Blumenstock.
“If it works in Clark, perhaps we
could use some of those measures
here,” said Ms. Blumenstock.
Superintendent Teresa Quigley
stated that an increased police presence in the building throughout the
day helps. She also spoke with Police
Chief James Wright about providing
a police presence outside the building throughout the school day.
Ms. Quigley said she supported a
Lincoln School assembly addressing
school violence in America versus all
the students leaving the building at a
planned time. Ms. Quigley said the
concept of all students being vulnerable because they all walked out at
“let’s say, 10 a.m. on a proposed
date,” outside the building, is counterintuitive to bolstering student safety.

LEADER/TIMES
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By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RECOGNIZED FOR ACHIEVEMENTS...Lincoln School music teacher Marguerite Modero, center, was honored at the Commission on the Status of Women’s
26th Annual Women of Excellence Awards Dinner on Friday night. Also pictured
are Garwood Councilwomen Jennifer Blumenstock, left, and Sara Todisco. Ms.
Todisco served as this year’s chairwoman of the Union County Commission on the
Status of Women.

Jacob to Host Turner
At Rally on Sat., April 7
PISCATAWAY – 7th Congressional
District candidate Peter Jacob will be
hosting Our Revolution president
Nina Turner at a rally and roundtable
discussion to take place at Rutgers
University’s Busch Campus Center
in Piscataway, on Saturday, April 7 at
12:30 p.m. Ms. Turner is a former
state Senator from Ohio and current
contributor for CNN.
“Nina has become an iconic leader
for so many progressives who
emerged as part of the Bernie Sanders
political revolution,” said Mr. Jacob.
“Americans everywhere have come
to recognize Nina Turner as a champion for social and economic justice,
so it is truly an honor to have her
support for my 2018 campaign, along
with the opportunity to share the same
stage discussing the key issues of our
grassroots movement.”
Mr. Jacob list Medicare-for-All health
care reform, an end to the Citizens
United ruling and the corrupt influence
of big money in politics, and a living
wage for all workers by increasing the
minimum wage to $15 per hour as the
foundation of his campaign.
“We are proud to endorse Peter
Jacob because his experience serving

4-H Variety Club Collects Donations for St. Hubert’s
COUNTY – Student members of
the Union County 4-H Variety Club
reached across local and state borders to help displaced pets earlier
this year. Through their “4-H for our
4 Pawed Friends” community service project, they collected donations to help St. Hubert’s Animal
Welfare Center in Madison after the
organization sheltered more than 700
pets in the aftermath of Hurricane
Maria.
A representative of St. Hubert’s
recently visited the Variety Club to
honor the students with a St. Hubert’s

Humane Hero award in recognition
of their work.
The 4-H for our 4 Pawed Friends
project included making handmade
catnip toys and collecting donations
from schools, family and friends.
PetSmart in Watchung Square Mall
also provided donations.
In all, the 4-H students collected
over 500 food items, 150 dog and cat
toys, 100 miscellaneous animal care
items. A total of $363 in donations
was used to purchase PetSmart gift
cards for the shelter.
Union County 4-H is a program of

the Rutgers Cooperative Extension
of Union County headquartered at
the Extension offices in Westfield.
The program develops teamwork,
organization, public speaking and
other leadership skills by providing
students in grades 1 through 12 with
opportunities to explore their passions and interests.
For information on joining a 4-H
club or volunteering as an adult club
leader email Union County 4-H agent
Jim
Nichnadowicz
at
jnichnadowicz@ucnj.org or visit
online at ucnj.org/rce.
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his community has prepared him to
represent the people of New Jersey in
Congress,” said Ms. Turner. “He will
be a passionate advocate for our
People’s Platform, legislation that
creates the foundation for prioritizing the needs the people over excessive greed and lays out a vision for an
economy that works for everyone.”
Mr. Jacob is one of four contenders
remaining in the mix for his party’s
nomination. For more information,
visit www.Jacob2018.com.

GARWOOD — Lincoln School
music teacher Marguerite Modero was
honored at the Commission on the Status of Women’s 26th Annual Women of
Excellence Awards Dinner on Friday
night. The Roselle Park resident received an award for her commitment to
special-needs advocacy. Ms. Modero
volunteers her time to Community Access Unlimited, an organization which
serves people with disabilities.
“Ms. Modero continued to champion and advocate for the special
needs community,” said Union
County Commission on the Status of
Women Chairwoman and Garwood
Councilwoman Sara Todisco.
Ms. Modero developed the group’s
Community Players (acting and performance group), starting an annual
musical tradition. The Community
Players performed two musicals, including Seussical and Beauty and the
Beast. Ms. Modero pioneered the
ACE Program sponsored by Community Access Unlimited.
The ACE Program is purposed to
help members learn trades and different skills to help them in their life’s
endeavors. Ms. Modero started the
Community Access Unlimited Rock
Band and performed at Kean University. As well, the band collaborated
with Kean University students.
“When she retired from the
Garwood school district everyone
knew she would stay busy, she assured us of that,” Ms. Todisco said.
Ms. Modero taught kindergarten
through eighth-grade music for over
35 years, stated Ms. Todisco. During
her tenure, Ms. Modero directed 29
eighth-grade musicals and “countless
concerts,” stated Ms. Todisco.
Ms. Modero was named outstanding educator as part of the Governor’s
Teacher Recognition Program in

1992. In addition, she received the
2010 Master Music Educator Award
and the Governor’s Award for Excellence in Arts Education.
Ms. Modero was one of 10 women
who were selected for demonstrating
major contributions to various areas.
The other award winners are:
Malathi Narayan Ananthakrishnan of
New Providence, Arts in Education;
Ludovina Archeval, Holy Redeemer
Home Care of Elizabeth, Health/
Medicine; Brooke Campbell of
Cranford, Children’s Advocacy;
Maria Carvalho of Elizabeth, Youth
Advocacy; Councilwoman Rose
Checchio of Scotch Plains, Government; Candyce Mayers of Linden,
Women’s Advocacy; Donna Puzella
of Summit, Business Leadership;
Patricia Roman of Clark,
Volunteerism, and Margaret Salisbury
of Union, Lifetime Achievement.
“As you can see, these 10 women
have left their mark on all aspects of
community, from business to volunteer service to government to law
enforcement, and much more,” Ms.
Todisco said in her opening speech.
The commission has been active
for over 40 years in Union County.
The commission is “charged with
studying and making recommendations to promote programs” to educate women and provide opportunities and services that meet their needs
and interests, stated Ms. Todisco.
Carol Ann Lombardo and Councilwoman Jennifer Blumenstock of
Garwood are commission members, participating in the selection process.“The
commission always tries to honor women
across a multitude of professional disciplines,” Ms. Lombardo said.
Women were honored for business
leadership, children’s advocacy, youth
advocacy, government, women’s advocacy, volunteerism, arts and education, and health and medicine.
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Parkland Tragedy Has Spurred
Efforts to Combat Violence
Columbine...Sandy
Hook...Virginia
Tech...Parkland... each tragedy over the past two
decades has sparked outrage, calls for change, and
anguished pleas that such acts of violence against
innocents never be allowed to happen again. Yet they
do happen again, over and over, as shocking new
headlines eclipse those of previous events.
Despite the many prior incidents, however, the
horrific attack last month at Marjory Stoneman
Douglas High School in Parkland, Fla. — where a
former student slaughtered 17 pupils and staff members — seems to have galvanized Americans more
than ever before in pursuit of effective action to
prevent future incidents. There truly seems to be a
collective outcry of “enough.”
The Parkland tragedy has prompted intense and
sustained dialogue among all sectors of society on
issues ranging from current gun laws to school
safety protocols and from mental health disorders
to greater awareness of potential threats to public
safety. Across the nation, students themselves have
become advocates for safe schools. Hundreds of
thousands staged 17-minute walkouts from their
schools March 14 in solidarity with the 17 who died
at Marjory Stoneman Douglas exactly one month
earlier, and this Saturday, students, families and
other concerned citizens will converge on the
nation’s capital in a “March For Our Lives.”
Our own communities have been part of this

momentum. Students from Westfield, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood and other local high schools participated in the national walkout last week. Since
the Parkland massacre, discussions on school
safety have taken center stage at municipal governing body and school board meetings within our
readership area, as parents and elected officials
have sought information about the safeguards in
place to avert the havoc and loss of life that have
occurred at so many schools.
Our school superintendents and law enforcement
representatives have described collaborative efforts
to maintain safe educational environments. Local
police are active at our schools and maintain regular
contact with school authorities, while the superintendents have reported enhanced security measures
at school facilities. Discussions also have included
identifying suspicious behaviors and/or recognizing
troubled students in need of help.
We hope to see government on all levels, as well
as families and communities nationwide, remain
committed to the goal of averting violence in schools
and other venues. These events do not have a single
root cause, nor can they be stopped through a single
course of action. We should strive to gain greater
awareness of those factors that can ultimately lead to
violence, however, and use this knowledge as building blocks for preventing such tragedies in the
future.

It Is Time to Limit Payouts for
Lawsuits Against Government
The settlement of a discrimination lawsuit in
Middlesex County last week for $800,000 should be
of concern to all taxpayers. The lawsuit was filed by
two black sheriff’s officers who said they were the
subject of racial slurs by their superiors. They sued
the county over the treatment; they were awarded
$550,000 as part of a settlement reached with the
county as well as $250,000 for legal fees for the
officers’ attorney, nj.com reported. We don’t know
how much the case cost the county in its own legal
fees to defend.
In our view, in cases like this the superior officers
should face disciplinary action that could be suspension without pay and possibly even termination. But
when there are large monetary settlements it falls on
the backs of taxpayers. Counties, like all levels of
government, are insured, but wouldn’t a large settlement result in a higher premium in the future from
the county’s insurance carrier? It also is our opinion
that any lawsuit against government should be published as a legal advertisement in an official newspaper or on the Internet so the public is informed.
Linden last year agreed to pay two men $575,000
after they claimed a former Linden municipal judge
illegally deprived them of having a public defender,

causing them to spend 60 more days in jail than was
legally allowed, nj.com reported. Again, why not go
after the judge? Why do taxpayers have to be penalized for the actions of incompetent officials?
Payouts against government should be, in our
estimation, limited to physical harm caused to an
individual by a government employee. One such
case occurred a few years ago when Union County
settled a lawsuit by the mother of a Cranford man,
William Parisio, 25, who claimed her son died as a
result of excessive force used by corrections officers at the county jail and that they failed to realize
Parisio had stopped breathing and delayed efforts
to resuscitate him. Parisio had been charged with
killing his 22-year-old girlfriend, a Warren resident, and was awaiting trial. The Union County
Medical Examiner determined Parisio died of cardiac dysrhythmia. After the murder of his girlfriend, his mother said her son had been using bath
salts — stimulants that cause severe psychotic
episodes.
We hope in the future that this type of payout
becomes rare and only when physical harm or death
to the victim occurs, not simply because of an
unpleasant work environment.
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Letters to the Editor
The Right Thing for Westfield Parks,
Don’t Fence Us Out
I was heartened to read that Mayor
Brindle and her new team wants to
consider the impact of “fields fencing” on the open nature of the park as
part of the postponement of the
Tamaques Park project. As the article
observed, over development can
change the open nature of a park into
a recreational facility – “...a change
that would require input from all the
park users, not just the field users.”
Over the years I have watched as
once pretty Gumbert Park has been

loaded up with more fencing, more
dugouts, a two-story stone field house,
giant blue (not even green) tarps on
the fencing and numerous commercial billboards until the whole landscape has been overwhelmed with
sports development gone wild.
Tamaques looks like Gumbert once
did. Let’s be careful not to make the
same mistake over again.
Jess Gregory
Westfield

The Right Thing for Westfield Parks,
Do It For Our Kids
Revisit the Decision to Delay
Tamaques Park Renovations.
After attending the Recreation
Commission and Town Council meetings this past week, I came away
convinced that Mayor Brindle did
not meet with the members of the
recreation commission and the Greene
engineering firm, both of whom
worked tirelessly over the last few
years to plan and develop the renovations for Tamaques Park.
The Mayor did not take the opportunity to listen and learn their reasoning for traffic pattern configurations
and their safety, increased parking
capacity, new ball fields and basketball courts, the synthetic turf fields
and a functional athletic field building, among other changes. The associated projected costs are also available for scrutiny to confirm due diligence in delivering the best outcome

for the dollars.
It would have been the right thing
to do out of courtesy for the
commission’s dedicated work, and
the right thing to do for Westfield.
Such a meeting may have been able to
tweak and improve upon a very good
plan for our park — for us, and our
kids. Instead, Westfield falls victim
to “not invented here” action and the
arbitrary concerns to impede a very
worthy project.
The Mayor’s decision delays the
renovations for Tamaques Park for up
to two years or more and, importantly, leaves our kids playing on sub
par fields and parents journeying them
to other towns to play on turf fields.
Let’s do what’s right for Westfield
and our kids. Let’s revisit this decision.
Charles LaRosa
Westfield

Volunteers Make Westfield Rec.
Daddy-Daughter Dance Divine
On behalf of the Westfield Recreation Department, I would like to
take this opportunity to thank all those
who volunteered and participated in
our annual Daddy Daughter Dance
held Sunday, March 11 at The
Westwood. This annual event has
become tradition for over 18 years to
many Westfield residents. The department is thankful to over 540 dads
and daughters who came out to support this great event!
Participants enjoyed a father/
daughter professional portrait, bracelet making, glitter tattoos, group photo
booth and dancing with our wonderful DJ’s. We hope this annual event
continues to grow and receives the

continued support of our community.
The department acknowledges all
the special volunteers who took the
time to help the night of the event:
Anna Cuccaro, Isabella Cuccaro,
Grace Schipper, Lauren Harmer,
Joanne Colaneri, Amber Johnson,
Kathy Sanders, Don Bogardus and
Heather Ferratti. I honestly could not
have done it without all your help. It’s
wonderful to have such amazing volunteers behind the scenes. I am already looking forward to next year!
Have a wonderful spring!
Linda Johnson
Program Coordinator
Westfield Recr. Dept.

Westfield Board of Health
Held a Meeting on March 5th
Even though influenza (flu) has
peaked in our area it is still present
and the public is urged to continue to
take precautions. It is not too late to
get a flu inoculation; you, your family, and your co-workers can benefit
if you get the vaccine. If you do
become ill please do not go to work or
send sick children to school as flu is
highly contagious.
The Board conducted a hearing for
a restaurant that had three conditionally satisfactory inspections in a row.
The Westfield Regional Health Department reviewed the inspection
findings. The Board questioned the
representatives of the department and
the restaurant. The representatives of
the restaurant presented the changes
they have made to ensure compliance
with the sanitary code. The Board
accepted the statements and set conditions, including potential closure
for up to two days, should a conditional rating occur again within the
next year.
The Board reviewed the department reports for January and February 2018. In January 34 inspections
were conducted. Twenty-two of the
inspections resulted in satisfactory
ratings while three were issued conditionally satisfactory ratings, nine
walk-in inspections were conducted
that did not result in a rating change.
February saw 20 inspections: 15 resulted in satisfactory ratings, two were
conditionally satisfactory, and two
walk-in inspects that resulting in no
ratings change.
From the public health nursing reports for January and February: 15
schools and childcare centers were
audited for compliance with maintaining proper immunization records.
For schools that were not 100 percent
in compliance, the public health nurse
Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey
(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org
Sergio Granados, chair
sgranados@ucnj.org
Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org
State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673
Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073
Asm. Nancy Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414
LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

provided educational information and
will conduct a reinspection to ensure
full compliance.
Lead investigations: one child remains under evaluation for elevated
lead levels.
One disease outbreak investigation
was conducted: a Westfield couple
became ill after eating at a restaurant
in a neighboring town. One tested
positive for Shiga Toxin Producing
E.coli and was hospitalized; the patient has been discharged and is recovering at home. The restaurant investigation was referred to the neighboring town, since it is not part of the
Westfield Regional Health Department coverage area.
Overlook Medical Hospital is offering glucose and blood pressure
screenings on the following Mondays from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.: March
19 and 26 and April 2, 9, 16, 23, and
30. These screenings will be held at
the Overlook Downtown Center located at 357 Springfield Avenue in
Summit. Each of these screenings
requires pre-registration and there is
no fee. Call 1-800-247-9580 to register.
Information on the Health
Department’s activities, including
child health clinics and vaccines for
adults, and other programs and activities can be found on the Westfield
Regional Health Department
website at www.westfieldnj.gov/
health.
The next meeting of the Westfield
Board of Health will be on Monday,
April 2 at 5:30 p.m. in the Westfield
Municipal Building; the public is invited to attend.

DD

TM

Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Lucifugous – Avoiding light; nocturnal
2. Griffe – The child of Negro and
mulatto
3. Sclerogenous – Becoming thick or
hard
4. Thanatophidia – Poisonous snakes
TID
1. A gentle tapping
2. To wash or clean
3. Tender; soft
4. To fuss or complain
THRUM
1. To cast aside; throw out
2. The row of thread ends left on a loom
when the web is cut off
3. To fill too full; pack tightly
4. In nautical usage, to strap about; to
fasten round
TERCEL
1. The male falcon
2. Paper or tapestry for a wall
3. A marble used to shoot with; it is
usually large and fancy
4. A large edible sea fish related to the
cod
SANSSOUCI
1. Without doubt; certainly
2. Hopeless; discouraged
3. Fish soup
4. Without cares or worries

Letters to
the Editor
Parkland Protest,
Dangerous Idea
It is outrageous that the schools
and governing bodies thought it was
a good idea to have thousands upon
thousands of children walk out of
school in protest against the sale of
automatic weapons, the second
amendment and the NRA.
Do you not realize that you are
putting these innocent children right
into the gun sights of some maniac
killer? Did you forget that 58 people
were murdered and 851 people were
wounded in Las Vegas in an open air
venue? Could you image with all those
children outdoors in open air venues?
The loss of life would be unspeakable.
Only by the grace of God, during
Wednesday’s demonstration there was
no one harmed. Do not think for a
single minute that there is not a deranged psychopathic killer looking to
do harm if you chance to promote the
same style demonstration. It would
be impossible for the police to protect
these children.
Walter Sosnosky
Kenilworth

Listen to Trump, I
Don’t Think So
Last week Mr. Stephen Schoeman
was urging the readers to “listen to
President Trump.” The U.S. economy
started converting to a service
economy a very long time ago. The
service sector is 80 percent of the
economy and the manufacturing sector is 12 percent. We need to continue
to invest in technology to remain the
global leader. Raising tariffs on imported goods is not the answer and
will ultimately harm the economy.
Listen to Trump on anything – I
don’t think so.
Morgan O’Brien
Westfield

www.goleader.com/help
(Your subscription Renewal Date
and Customer ID are printed on
your mailing label.)

Thomas O’Neill, President
Westfield Board of Health

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm
Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm
Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)
1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404
Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660
Asm. Jerry Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757
LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark and
Linden.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733
[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]
senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org
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Hemorrhaging Money Is Not
A Bright Economic Future
Anyone walking down the supermarket aisles must wonder if there are
any farms and fisheries left in the
United States.
No call here for or against protectionism. Trade is a delicate complex
balancing act. Too much protectionism risks foreign retaliation. Too little
protectionism risks the economy.
The United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA), “the composition and pattern of U.S. agricultural
exports and imports shift to reflect
changes in trade policies, world population, income and economic growth.
Other factors affecting U.S. agricultural trade are global supplies and
prices, changes in exchange rates,
and government support for agriculture.”
Very important topics given the
importance of agriculture to the
American economy.
People may argue about trade
policy, but the statistics on agricultural imports should be a wake-up
call if America’s place as a major
food producer and exporter is to be
maintained.
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) reports 50 percent of the
fresh fruit, 20 percent of the fresh
vegetables, 80 percent of the seafood, and 15 percent of the American
food supply are imported.
USDA agricultural import changes
from 1999 to 2014 have been dramatic.
Live animals, $1,200,687,000
($3,011,180,000).
Meats,
$3,258,946,000
($8,927,854,000).
Fish and shellfish, $8,597,849,000
($20,047,413,000)!
Dairy,
$930,314,000
($1,843,763,000).
Vegetables, $3,631,585,000
($10,904,478,000).
Vegetable oils, $1,467,751,000
($7,598,981,000).
Fruits,
$4,793,659
($14,843,198,000).
Cereals and bakery products,
$2,773,561,000 ($10,383,057,000).
Sweeteners
and
candy,
$1,593,678,000 ($4,492,365,000).
Olive
oil,
$350,03,000
($1,123,811,000).
Non-alcoholic
beverages,
$230,246,000 ($2,236,999,000).
Tree
nuts,
$885,227,000
($2,825,317,000).
Tropical oils, $431,687,000
($2,139,603,000).
Sweeteners
and
candy,

$1,593,678,000 ($4,492,345,000).
All other edibles, $2,006,309,000
($9,415,740,000).
Increases in imports from these
leading countries from 1999 to 2014
have also been dramatic.
Fish and shellfish. China from
$430,732,000 ($2,856,198,000) Indonesia
$306,097,000
($1,886,085,000).
Vegetables.
Mexico,
$1,606,686,000 ($5,441,752,000),
Peru $77,412,000 ($556,760,000).
Vegetable
oils.
Canada,
$252,454,000 ($1,621,411,000),
Malaysia,
$175,491,000
($874,127,000).
Fruits. Mexico $972,679,000
($4,688,073,000)
Chile
$591,836,000 ($1,643,426,000).
Dairy, New Zealand, $165,154,000
($344,500,000) Italy, $145,995,000
($3,084,870,000).
Cereals and bakery. Canada
$143,007,7000 ($5,094,119,000),
China,
$1,353816,000
($2,341,525,000).
Red meats, fresh and frozen. Australia
$621,788,000
($2,651,454,000), New Zealand,
$417.858,000 ($1,163,344,000).
Sweeteners and candy, China,
$38,711,000 ($1,630,020,000),
Mexico
$176,444,000
($1,393,091,000).
How can our farmers compete
when, according to United Nations,
minimal dollar wage rates are vastly
lower in Chile at 2, China .87, India,
.03, Indonesia, .48.
Higher labor costs doomed Hawaiian pineapple!
The United States is a net importer
of asparagus, cucumbers, garlic,
grapes, peppers, and tomatoes!
USDA, “About two-thirds of the
U.S. apple juice supply comes from
China...remarkable, considering that
its juice industry barely existed until
the early 1990s.”
How long before our farmers go
out of business?
The Congressional Research Service reports the trade deficit “has
generally widened over time as growth
in imports has outpaced export
growth” because of “lower import
tariffs,” “increased competition from
low-cost or government-subsidized
production,” trade barriers against
U.S. exports, “counter-seasonal supplies,” and “other market factors.”
There are no easy answers in trade
policy, but the fact remains that a
country that hemorrhages money for
imports cannot have a bright economic future.
What matters is not being pro
Trump or anti Trump, Republican or
Democrat, conservative or liberal, but
what will benefit American trade
whether agricultural or manufacturing!
Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Will New Westfield Town Leaders
Be Big Spenders, Blow AAA Rating?

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services
Space Planning / Room Layouts
Remodeling Services
All Interior Related Products:
Furniture Floor Coverings
Lighting
Window Treatments
Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club

PANCAKE BREAKFAST
BENEFITING THE FRAZEE HOUSE!
PALM SUNDAY • March 25, 2018 • 8AM - 1PM
SCOTCH HILLS COUNTRY CLUB, 820 JERUSALEM ROAD, SCOTCH PLAINS

Pancakes, Eggs,

Jeff Bash
Westfield

their voting right restored after they
are on the outside again for three
years. If they get so much as a parking
ticket suspend this precious right again
for three years and so on.
I stand with Assemblyman Jay
Weber, R-Dist. 26, and am opposed
to allowing felons serving time the
right to vote. They have to earn it
upon their release by proving that
they are once again productive members of our society.
John Quattrocchi
Clark

Rep. Coleman Supports Students in Protests
EWING, NJ – Congresswoman
Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-12th, NJ)
sent letters to principals and other school
administrators in New Jersey’s 12th
Congressional District urging support
and encouragement for students who
engage in protests and demonstrations
for gun violence prevention amid reports that some New Jersey schools had
suspended or otherwise punished students for their participation.
Students from several schools and
school districts in the 12th Congressional District took part in National

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home
•
•
•
•

NJ) of cutting local taxes was apparently not considered. Instead, an apparently unneeded one-half percent
increase in municipal taxes is proposed. That said, credit is due to
Town Administrator Jim Gildea and
his staff for this surplus and our bond
rating.
Before new leadership spends up
to $11 million, as described, shouldn’t
we step back and consider what are
the most important things that could
be done for the long term future of the
town? Perhaps our family is unique,
having been here for about 100 years.
However, if you care about Westfield,
not just as some place to receive a
transient benefit, a long-term perspective is what we should want from our
political leaders. Downtown Cranford
now appears to be more vibrant than
Westfield. Do we understand why? In
2004, 80 percent of residents voted
down a parking deck. Would one now
be a better use of surplus?
Are the Tamaques recreational facility and $4.2 million equipment
projects the ones of greatest value to
the future of Westfield?
Leadership is not measured by how
fast you spend a big pot of money, but
by how well you manage it.

Prison Inmates Only Rights:
Three Hots And A Cot
I must express my agreement with
your recent editorial entitled “New
Jersey Should Not Give Prison Inmates The Right to Vote.”
When a crime is committed punishable by a prison sentence the guilty
party gives up the right to vote. The
only right they now have is to three
hots and a cot. I do not agree with
giving them voting rights while they
are incarcerated are on parole or probation. The sponsors of this legislation are very nice people and they
mean well, but are surely misguided.
Perhaps these ex-cons should have

SAVE THE FRAZEE HOUSE

Ham, Turkey,

$10 PER PERSON
Prize drawings
every
30 Minutes!!!!

Sausage, Coffee,
Tea and Juice
crowdrise.com/savethefrazeehouse

To my dear friends of Scotch Plains and Fanwood,
I only wish I could be with you at this wonderful breakfast given
to help restore my home. Love to you all, and thank you.
Aunt Betty Frazee
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We Announce Our Candidacies For
Garwood Mayor And Council

Letters to the Editor
When the new administration took
over town government last fall, I privately remarked, “There goes the surplus and our hard-earned AAA bond
rating.” Commendably, Mayor
Brindle has decided to give careful
review to $6.8 million proposed to be
spent on changing Tamaques Park
from a park to a recreational facility.
Unfortunately, an online article has
reported some less reassuring information. Apparently, $4.2 million of
the $14.2 million current town surplus is proposed to be spent in the
new municipal budget on investments
in the town, such as new public works
equipment. This includes $1 million
added at the last minute without the
prior knowledge of the Republicans
on the finance committee considering the budget.
The Internet article also quoted
Councilwoman Habgood as saying
that the town had generated more
than $4.2 million of additional surplus during the course of 2017. This
one-year surplus is 10 percent of a
$43-million budget and a whopping
15 percent of the $28 million raised
by local property taxes. Many
Westfield residents will experience
an increase in federal taxes due to
limitations on the ability to deduct
state and local taxes. One wonders
why helping residents deal with this
situation through the novel idea (in

Thursday, March 22, 2018

Walkout Day, including:
Princeton Public Schools, Lawrence
High School, West Windsor-Plainsboro
High School South, Hopewell Valley
Central High School, Hightstown High
School, East Brunswick High School,
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School.
Rep. Coleman spoke in support of
gun violence prevention on the House
floor and joined Congressional colleagues in solidarity walk out on the
grounds of the U.S. Capitol, meeting
students from the capitol-area.

Elections are about choices. This
June, the Democratic voters of
Garwood will have a choice about the
leadership, the direction, and the future of our town. We are excited to
announce our candidacies – Councilwoman Sara Todisco is running for
mayor and is joined by Michael Ince
and Sean Benoit, who are running for
Council seats.
Garwood is at a watershed moment. In the next four years, our town
will need strong and active leadership more than ever. Together, we
will embark on a period of significant
redevelopment which will require
active oversight of the demolition,
construction, and occupancy phases.
Additionally, for the first time in more
than 30 years, we will undergo a statemandated revaluation of every property.
With these major events on the
horizon, Garwood needs a mayor that
will be a champion for the residents;
a person who meticulously combs
through every detail and anticipates
obstacles while articulating these challenges every step of the way.
Council President Jen Blumenstock
is in complete support of the TodiscoInce-Benoit ticket. She stated, “I’ve
seen Councilwoman Todisco’s leadership on the Finance Committee firsthand as she demonstrated her energy,
knowledge, and skills when it came
to the budget, which resulted in a
zero-dollar increase, the first time
this has occurred in over 17 years.
She also has taken the lead in negotiating the terms of the town’s redevelopment projects and has fought hard
for the best deal possible for

Garwood.”
Councilman Marc Lazarow echoed his support and shared, “Councilwoman Todisco has demonstrated
unsurpassed leadership during and
before my time on Council that has
contributed to the betterment of
Garwood and its residents. No one
works harder than Sara. She’s someone that inspires people to get involved, like she did for me.”
Michael Ince is a retired FBI Special Agent and former Clark Police
Officer. He expressed that he is, “Eager to serve the people of Garwood,”
and has “had a passion for this ever
since I ran for Sheriff in 2014, and I
look forward to spirited conversations about the issues.”
Sean Benoit is an attorney who
advocates for children with disabilities. “I’m someone that gives voices
to the voiceless by profession, and I
will do the same for the residents, if
so honored to be elected to the Council.” He added, “My wife and I chose
to raise our son here and we want
nothing, but the best for the future of
Garwood.”
Our team is eager to lay out our
vision and plan for how to move
Garwood forward in the right direction by involving its citizens, exercising fiscal responsibility, and being a
champion for Garwood’s values.
Please follow us on Facebook at
“Dems4Garwood”
or
at
www.Dems4Garwood.com.
Councilwoman Sara Todisco,
Mayoral Candidate (D)
Michael Ince, Council Candidate (D)
Sean Benoit, Council Candidate (D)

Lance Statement on the
STOP School Violence Act
WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Congressman Leonard Lance (R-7th) released
the following statement after the U.S.
House passed the STOP School Violence Act:
“Our students need to feel safe in
school and the bipartisan STOP School
Violence Act delivers to law enforcement and school officials the expertise, technology and funding needed
to identify and prevent threats. Funds
from this legislation will go to training
and security measures for schools to

recognize warning signs and institute
reporting systems for potential threats.
Students must be better protected
against senseless violence.
“This is absolutely not the last word
on gun safety. Bump stocks are being
outlawed, the Fix NICS bill I have
championed has now reached a bipartisan super majority in the U.S. Senate
and the background check legislation
designed to close loopholes has over
200 co-sponsors. I will continue to
fight for these common-sense issues.”

The Law Offices Of

Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com
Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,
Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

ACCIDENTS &
PERSONAL
INJURY LAW
CALL
JON BRAMNICK
Certified Civil Trial Lawyer

908-322-7000
Jon M. Bramnick, Esq.
John C. Rodriguez, Esq.
Gary J. Grabas, Esq.
Jonathan P. Arnold, Esq.
Patrick J. Mangan, Esq.
Jose Vilarino, Esq.
Richard M. Brockway, Esq.
Carl A. Salisbury, Esq.

Gavin Handwerker, Esq.
Brian J. Trembley, Esq.
Kelly A. Lynch, Esq.
Susan E. Kinsella, Esq.
Brent A. Bramnick, Esq.
Michael Noriega, Esq.
Cristina Carreno, Esq.
Robert C. Rowbotham, II., Esq.

Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, LLC
1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
www.jonbramnick.com
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Dr. Bernard Feldman, Family Man;
Optometric Physician In Westfield
Dr. Bernard Feldman passed away
peacefully on Thursday, March 8,
2018. Beloved husband of Melvina,
he was the devoted father of twin
daughters, Debra and Barbara, and
two sons, Douglas and Jeffrey. He
also was a proud grandfather and
great-grandfather.
Prior to his retirement he was a
self-employed Optometric Physician
in Westfield, N.J., for more than 50
years.

Dr. Feldman was a founding member of Temple Emanu-El in Westfield,
N.J. He was a member of the New
Jersey Optometric Association, the
Westfield Tennis Club, an avid skier,
and ran the New York Marathon for
15 years. Dr. Feldman was an Army
Air Force veteran of World War II.
Above all, he was a true family
man. He will be missed by all.
March 22, 2018

– Obituaries –

Raymond J. Mucci, 94, Was Beloved
Husband, Father and Grandfather
Raymond J. Mucci, 94, passed
away peacefully on Monday, March
12, 2018, at Overlook Medical Center after a brief illness. Born on
August 24, 1923 in Waterbury,
Conn., he was the eldest son of
Adolph and Mary Tata Mucci. Ray
graduated from local schools, followed by a Bachelor of Science in
Chemistry from the University of
Connecticut and an M.B.A. from
Columbia University.
A World War II veteran, Ray served
as a corporal in the Field Artillery
with the First and Third Armies in the
European Theater. He began his business career in the Petro Chemical
division of the U.S. Rubber Company. He subsequently entered the
finance field as an analyst and retired
from Baird Patrick and Co., New

York, in 2004. He was a resident of
Westfield for 40 years.
Ray is survived by his wife of 55
years, Carol S. Mucci. He also is
survived by his son, Philip J. Mucci
of Westfield; his daughter, Marianne
M. Feledy, and her husband, Marc A.
Feledy, of New Vernon, and his three
grandchildren, Caralyn Feledy, Aidan
Feledy and Colin Feledy.
A funeral mass was held on Saturday, March 17, 2018, at 11 a.m., at the
Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield.
In lieu of flowers, donations can be
made to the American Heart Association in memory of Raymond J. Mucci.
Address: American Heart Association, P.O. Box 417005, Boston, MA
02241-7005.
March 22, 2018
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Shirley Betty (née Witenberg) Fischer,
Loving Mother and Grandmother
With a heavy heart, we regret to mas) Smith, Daniel Morse and Jesannounce that Shirley Fischer passed sica Morse. She also is survived by
away in her sleep on Wednesday, her great- grandson, Benjamin Smith
(son of Amy and Thomas
March 14, 2018.
Smith). Shirley also is
Shirley B. Fischer, 88,
survived by her son-inwas born May 12, 1929
law, Richard Morgan,
to Goldie and Nathan
and sister-in-law, Carol
Witenberg
in
Eagle; niece, Susan
Middletown, Conn. She
Fisher, and nephew, Wilgraduated
from
liam Witenberg, and
Middletown High School
other nieces and nephand Toby Coborn School
ews from her husband’s
for Fashion careers with
family.
a specialization in merDonations may be
chandising. She worked
made in Shirley’s
for Federated Department
memory to Team Wendy
Stores for over 40 years,
at the Crohn’s and Colihaving retired three years
Shirley B. Fischer
tis Foundation: http://
ago from Macy’s in Short
online.ccfa.org/goto/team_wendy.
Hills Mall.
The family observed Shiva for
She was preceded in death by her
husband, Lawrence Fischer; her Shirley on March 17 and 18.
Arrangements are by Gray Funeral
daughter, Wendy Morgan, and her
brother, Earl Witenberg. She is sur- Directors of Westfield. To view
vived by her daughter and son-in-law, Shirley’s Life Tribute, please go to
Diane and Philip Morse; three grand- www.grayfuneralhomes.com.
March 22, 2018
children, Amy (with husband Tho-

Sam Mahmoud to Discuss
Spy Ring at Luncheon
Photo courtesy of Nancy Noonan

JOIN US...The Reverend Andy Kruger, Priest-in-Charge, invites the community
to share Holy Week and Easter services with the congregation of the Trinity
Episcopal Church in Cranford.

Trinity Invites Community
For Holy Week Services
CRANFORD — The Trinity
Episcopal Church, located at 119
Forest Avenue, Cranford, invites
everyone to celebrate Holy Week
and Easter with the Trinity congregation.
“Join us to feel the Grace of God
throughout this exceptional week
beginning with Jesus’ triumphant
entrance into Jerusalem on Palm/
Passion Sunday, the contemplative
Taize service on Monday, see the
origins of the Eucharist at the Last

Library to Showcase
Cerchio Art Students
SCOTCH PLAINS — The public
is invited to the Scotch Plains Public
Library to view the work of Sandra
Cerchio’s adult students. Working in
a variety of media, the artists have
created dozens of works that will be
on view in the library gallery from
April 5 to April 27.
There will be an artists’ reception
which the public is welcome to attend
on Thursday, April 5, at 7 p.m. Registration is not required for the reception. The Scotch Plains Public Library is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one block from Park Avenue, in
the center of the township.

Supper service on Maundy Thursday, witness the light seemingly
begin to fade at the service of
Tenebrae on Good Friday, light the
Paschal Fire on Saturday...All culminating with the joyful celebration of the Resurrection of our Lord
on Easter Sunday,” said the Reverend Andy Kruger, Trinity’s Priestin-Charge.
The Holy week schedule at Trinity is as follows:
Sunday, March 25, Palm/Passion
Holy Eucharist — 8 a.m. and 10
a.m.
Monday, March 26, Taize Service – 7:30 p.m.
Maundy Thursday, March 29,
Holy Eucharist with Handwashing
and Vigil – 7:30 p.m.
Good Friday, March 30,
Tenebrae Service — 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, March 31, Easter Vigil
— 8 p.m.
Sunday, April 1, Easter Sunday
Eucharist — 10 a.m.

ADS PLACED IN
THE LEADER/TIMES
BRING RESULTS

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Presents

Kristin N. Badalamenti, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq.,
Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates
All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child
support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence,
palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions
Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue
Cranford, New Jersey, 07016
(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

SCOUTING FAMILY...New Eagle Scout Daniel Joseph Scalia, standing second
from right, celebrates his achievement with his family, including his mom, Julia;
brother, Anthony (Eagle ’16), second from left; dad, Joseph, and, in front, brother,
Jonathan —Tenderfoot.

Scalia Family Celebrates
Second Eagle Scout
WESTFIELD — Daniel Joseph
Scalia, son of Julia Grimes and Joseph Scalia, recently attained Eagle
Scout status — the highest rank in
Boy Scouting.
Daniel started as a Tiger Scout with
Holy Trinity School’s Pack 73. This
experience in local, civic and community organization events laid the
foundation as he bridged to Troop 73
Boy Scouts to continue that tradition.
During the ensuing years he was a
participant in several weekend backpacking trips, winter cabin camping,
and Winnebago Scout Camp for six
consecutive summers; canoed the
Wading River, and spent one week
wilderness canoe camping in the
Adirondacks. The pinnacle outdoor
activity was his two-week high-altitude adventure at Philmont Scout
Ranch in New Mexico.
Some other Scouting-related accomplishments include volunteering
for 45.90 hours. Daniel camped for
78 nights, hiked 187 miles and canoed 100 miles. He was Senior Patrol Leader for Camp Winnebago.
Furthermore, he completed a total of
38 merit badges, was a Scholar Athlete Scout recipent and was inducted
into the Order of the Arrow.
Daniel attended the American
Legion’s Jersey Boys State. Lastly,
he earned Eagle Palm Bronze, Eagle

Palm Gold and Eagle Palm Silver.
His Eagle Scout Project was the
beautification and enhancement of
a memorial garden at the Westfield
chapter of the Knights of Columbus
in memory of a Knights member
who had originally wanted this to
be a garden for fallen members, but
who passed away before he was
able to complete his plan. Daniel’s
project was awarded the BSA Hometown USA Award.
Daniel is a senior at Academy for
Information Technology High
School, where he has been involved
in student government, Relay-forLife, tour guides and announcing the
daily news. He has been a three season varsity runner for Westfield.
Additionally, Daniel is a St.
Helen’s peer minister and Passion
Play performer, as well as an assistant coach for Holy Trinity School’s
running team. He is indebted to his
brothers, Anthony, who achieved
Eagle status in 2016, and Jonathan;
his parents and the many adults who
championed his success in Scouting.
Since 1936, Troop 73 from the
Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield has advanced 143 Scouts
to the rank of Eagle. For more information, visit troop73nj.org or contact
Scoutmaster Seamus Cunningham at
seamusandmichele@gmail.com.

goleader.com
Q: How do I download the newspaper at goleader.com?
A: Click the Download the Newspaper link, enter your
Customer #, then click the Log In button.
Q: How do I get a Customer #?
A: If you are a subscriber, your Customer # is
printed on the mailing label located on the front page
of your newspaper. It looks like this:

Lynn-ette & Sons, Inc., Kent, NY

needs 20 temporary workers 3/25/2018 to 12/31/2018, work tools, supplies,
equipment provided without cost to worker. Housing will be available without
cost to workers who cannot reasonably return to their permanent residence
at the end of the work day. Transportation reimbursement and subsistence
is provided upon completion of 15 days or 50% of the work contract Work
is guaranteed for 3/4 of the workdays during the contract period. $12.38
per hr or applicable piece rate. Applicants to apply call (866)466-9757 for
your nearest State Workforce Agency ofﬁce or apply for the job at the nearest
local ofﬁce of the SWA Job order #1239270. Will pack cabbage and butternut
squash. Performing duties and combination of the following duties: box,
carton or crate with treated paper, cardboard, bulk, bags. Washed and trims
produce, preparatory to packing, working in warehouse. May sort produce
according to size, color or grade before packing. May weigh produce and add
or remove produce from container, bag or bin to speciﬁed weight. Floors will
be swept and barn clean before packing. Worker requires standing, sitting,
lifting up to 55 pounds and kneeling. Will need to be able to work with butcher
knives while trimming cabbage on packaging line. Proper hygiene will be
required for GAP requirements. Will plant and harvest fresh market cabbage
and butternut squash. 3 months experience required in aforementioned.

If you are not a subscriber and wish to be, please subscribe
and have the newspaper mailed to you containing your
Customer #.
Q: What if I only want to read the newspaper online?
A: You can become an Online Only subscriber
by going to goleader.com/form/enroll.htm.
You will receive your Customer # by email
after filling out the form.
Suggestion:
Include your Customer # when submitting
press releases to get priority handling.
For additional guidelines, please read the Help Page online
at goleader.com/help.
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WESTFIELD — As part of the
Westfield Historical Society’s First
Wednesday Luncheon series, Sam
Mahmoud will present a talk April 4
on the infamous Cambridge spy ring
that operated out of Britain before
World War II and during that war and
the Cold War. The event will begin at
11:45 a.m. at the Echo Lake Country
Club, located at 515 Springfield Avenue, Westfield.
During the period from 1936 to
1963, the notorious Cambridge and
Rosenberg spy rings were recruited by
the Soviet Union’s intelligence agencies, the NKVD and the KGB. All the
members of these spy rings volunteered to spy for the Soviet Union for
free; they received no rewards, financially or otherwise. The British segment operated from their perch in
highly-sensitive positions in the British government. The segment operating in the United States was focused
on gathering secret scientific research.
The British organization came to
be known as the Cambridge spy ring,
as all the spies came from aristocratic families who attended the prestigious Cambridge University, while
the American segment was known as
the Rosenberg spy ring, which was
composed mainly of middle-class
individuals and scientists who were
involved in the Los Alamos project
for building the first atomic bomb.
This presentation will deal only
with the Cambridge ring, as the
Rosenberg spy ring will be covered in
a future program.
Mr. Mahmoud is a member and
trustee of the Westfield Historical
Society. This will be his 16th lecture
on history and world civilizations for
Westfield Historical Society members. Mr. Mahmoud has been a world

traveler, lecturer, columnist and student of histories and cultures of many
countries. He has written and published numerous columns and articles
about history, politics and current
events, and editorial letters, in major
state newspapers.
Those wishing to attend the luncheon
may make a reservation by calling Carol
at (908) 654-1794 by noon on Friday,
March 30. The luncheon fee is $35 for
Westfield Historical Society members
and $40 for non-members. It includes a
three-course meal, coffee/tea and gratuity. The luncheon fee may be paid at
the door. Westfield Historical Society
memberships also will be available at
the luncheon.
The Westfield Historical Society is
celebrating its 50th anniversary this
year. For further information on the
Historical Society and its activities,
or to volunteer, call (908) 654-1794,
visit westfieldhistoricalsociety.org, or
like the organization on Facebook.

Sam Mahmoud

YFCS Invites Community
To Centennial Celebration
WESTFIELD — All are invited
to celebrate the 100th anniversary
of Youth and Family Counseling
Service (YFCS) and learn about the
positive impact the agency has had
on thousands of people during an
upcoming centennial event.
YFCS has been helping area residents coping with mental illness,
substance abuse and behavioral
health issues since 1918. In celebration of its 100 years of service,
all are invited to a gathering on
Sunday, April 8, from 3 to 5 p.m., at
the Community Room of The Pointe
at Garwood.
Started 100 years ago as the Mission
of Help by St. Paul’s Episcopal Church,
the organization became a private,
nonprofit and non-sectarian agency in

1961. At that time, the agency purchased and converted a private house
at 233 Prospect Street in Westfield.
The house remains the counseling center and headquarters for YFCS.
The mission of YFCS is to provide affordable, professional counseling without regard for the individual ability to pay. Under the
management of Executive Director
Carol Pedro, YFCS also provides
free counseling to active military
and veterans through the Bravest
First program which was established
in 2015. For more information on
the agency’s services, visit
yfcsnj.org.
To RSVP for the anniversary gathering, call (908) 233-2042 or email dshoback@yfcsnj.org.

NAMI Speaker to Address
Psychiatric Disabilities
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Union
County affiliate of NAMI/National
Alliance on Mental Illness invites
area residents to hear Anne Lopez,
the director of community education and outreach with the Mental
Health Association of New Jersey
(MHANJ), speak about programs
offered by MHANJ designed to empower those living with a mental
health diagnosis.
The NAMI meeting featuring Ms.
Lopez will take place on Tuesday,
March 27, at 7:30 p.m. It will be
held at RWJ Rahway Fitness and
Wellness Center, located at 2120
Lamberts Mill Road, Scotch Plains.
Ms. Lopez will discuss the “Hearing Distressing Voices” workshop
program that provides a simulated
experience of hearing voices. It is
designed to enhance empathy and
understanding of the challenges that
people with psychiatric disabilities
face. The program’s goal is to bring
about change in clinical practices
that will better address the needs of
these persons.
NAMI meetings provide an opportunity for caregivers of loved
ones with a mental health diagnosis
to share their questions and con-

cerns with others who have a common interest.
For more information, call (908)
233-1628
or
e-mail
namiunioncounty@yahoo.com in
the case of inclement weather.

Cranford Rec. Offers
‘Tech For Seniors’
CRANFORD — The Cranford
Recreation and Parks Department has
announced that a new program for
senior citizens will be offered at the
Cranford Community Center entitled
“Tech for Seniors.”
Participants will learn how to use
cell/smartphones, tablets and computers. The class will cover e-mailing/
texting, social media and other topics.
Questions are welcome. Tablets will
be provided; however, participants are
welcome to bring their own devices.
Open to all Cranford seniors, the
class will be held on Monday mornings, from 9 to 10 a.m., beginning
April 9. Registration is open at the
Cranford Recreation Department.
The Cranford Community Center
is located at 220 Walnut Avenue. For
further information, call the Community Center at (908) 709-7283.
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munion. A Good Friday service of
meditation and reflection will be offered on March 30, at 7:30 p.m., in
the church’s Patton Hall.
Easter Sunday worship celebrations will be held on April 1 at 9 and
11 a.m. Both services will feature
music for organ, brass quartet and
choir, including Widor’s “Toccata”
and both Beethoven’s and Handel’s
“Hallelujah” choruses under the direction of music director Barbara
Thomson. The Reverend Mark
Boyea, senior minister, will deliver
the morning’s message. A one-room
schoolhouse and infant care will be
available at both services.
First Congregational Church, a
member of the United Church of
Christ, is located at 125 Elmer Street,
Westfield. The sanctuary is accessible via a wheelchair ramp and features a newly-installed hearing loop
for the hearing-impaired. For further
information, call the church office at
(908) 233-2494 or visit the website at
fccofwestfield.org.

Photo courtesy of Susan M. Dougherty

BUNNY FUN...The Kiwanis Club of Greater Westfield invites the public to the
annual Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, March 31, beginning at 1 p.m., in Westfield’s
Mindowaskin Park. Pictured is the Easter Bunny visiting with youngsters during
a previous event. Formerly sponsored by the Lions Club of Westfield, the Egg
Hunt has been a tradition in the community for more than 80 years.

Kiwanis Club to Sponsor
Westfield Easter Egg Hunt
WESTFIELD — John-Michael
Jones, president of the Kiwanis Club
of Greater Westfield, has announced
that the philanthropic organization
will sponsor the upcoming Easter Egg
Hunt in Mindowaskin Park.
“We assisted the Lions Club of
Westfield last year and enjoyed ourselves at their Easter Egg Hunt. Since
our international motto is serving one
community, one child at a time, we
felt this was the perfect project for
us,” Mr. Jones explained.
The event will take place in the
playground area of Mindowaskin Park
on Saturday, March 31, at 1 p.m., rain
or shine. The Easter Bunny will be
available to pose for free photos with
children and families. Donations for
the Kiwanis Scholarship Fund will be
accepted.

CAKE AUCTION...The Palm Sunday cake auction, hosted by the First Congregational Church’s middle- and senior-high youth, features a raffle of fanciful
homemade cakes to benefit Heifer International, a humanitarian organization
dedicated to ending world hunger. Visitors are welcome to join in the auction
immediately following the 10 a.m. service this Sunday, March 25. First Congregational is located at 125 Elmer Street, Westfield.

Oasis Church to Celebrate
First Easter at New Site
CLARK — Oasis Church, a
multi-site, multicultural church,
invites the community to join its
congregation Sunday, April 1, in
celebrating Easter services for the
first time at its new permanent location at 2 Denman Avenue, Clark.
Easter service times are 10 and
11:30 a.m. The church is located a
short distance from the Clark/
Westfield/Rahway 135 Garden
State Parkway exit.
According to David Butler, Oasis lead pastor, “Easter Sunday is
going to be a great one-hour, family-friendly service that celebrates
the resurrection of Jesus with upbeat music from our band, personal stories and a heartfelt message of hope. The kids are going to
love it, too, because there will be

Fanwood to Hold
Egg Hunt Saturday
FANWOOD — Forest Road Park
will host Fanwood’s annual Easter
Egg Hunt this Saturday, March 24,
beginning at 10 a.m. sharp. The rain
date is the following Saturday, March
31, at the same time and place.
All children age 10 and under are
invited to meet the Easter Bunny
and join the fun. More than a thousand eggs filled with all sorts of
goodies — including hundreds of
prize tickets — will be hidden
around the park. Additional prizes
will be given out for the following
contests:
Guess the number of jellybeans.
Guess the number of chocolate
eggs.
Bunny Drawing Contest — bring
your own bunny drawing to enter.
Egg Decorating Contest — bring
your own decorated egg to enter.
For more information, go to
fanwoodrecreation.org or call
Fanwood Recreation at (908) 3707092.

an Easter story from the Bible,
crafts, games and singing. Afterwards, guests will have the opportunity to get family pics from our
‘wandering photographers.’”
Oasis is a seven-year-old Contemporary Christian Church in Central New Jersey for all families and
singles, with a vision to compassionately reach hurting and hungry
people for Jesus. The church is
known for its children’s programs,
its own worshipful but “rockin”
music, Christ-centered relevant
messages for everyday life and as a
place to meet new friends.
Besides its Union County location, Oasis worships Sundays at
noon at www.Rutgers.Church.
Rutgers-Oasis Church is a oneyear-old, stand-alone church for
the Rutgers and surrounding community that meets at 100 College
Avenue, New Brunswick.
All services feature live speakers and music, and are geared for
the whole family. For more information, visit Oasis-Church-NJ.com
or call (732) 406-7821.

Categories of three age designations are for the safety of the children.
They are as follows: Infants to age 2;
ages 3 to 5, and ages 6 to 7. Children
need to bring their own baskets in
which to gather the plastic eggs, which
they will hand in to receive a bag of
jellybeans.
The Kiwanis Club’s teen volunteer
club, the Key Club of Westfield High
School, will be on hand to assist the
adult club. This event has been offered for more than 80 years, but this
is the first year that the Kiwanis Club
is taking over this community activity
from the Lions Club. The Friends of
Mindowaskin Park also will participate in this event.
For information about this free
event or the Kiwanis Club, contact
Mr. Jones at grayfdir@gmail.com.

Fanwood Presb. Announces
Holy Week, Easter Services
FANWOOD — All are welcome to
participate in the remembrance of
Jesus’ last week beginning with the
Palm/Passion Sunday pageant which
will be presented this Sunday, March
25, at the combined service at 10:30
a.m. in the Fanwood Presbyterian
Church sanctuary.
At 7:30 p.m. on both Maundy
Thursday, March 29, and Good Friday, March 30, members of the community are invited to join the congregation in a remembrance and reenactment of Jesus’ last Passover, His time
in the garden, trial and death.
On Easter Sunday, April 1, the resurrection of Jesus will be celebrated at
a combined service at 10:30 a.m. with
communion and a brass ensemble.
The following Sunday, April 8, the
church will have another combined service at 10:30 a.m. in the sanctuary.
Fanwood Presbyterian will resume two
services on Sunday, April 15, with its
9:30 a.m. traditional service in the sanctuary and its 11:15 a.m. contemporary
service in the Dining Room/chapel.
Sunday school for children is held
after the “Children’s Chat” at both
services, and a time of fellowship
takes place between the services in
the Dining Room with coffee and
refreshments at 10:30 a.m.
The Fanwood Presbyterian Church
is located at 74 South Martine Av-

enue. All are welcome to attend these
services and programs. For more information or directions to the church,
call the church office at (908) 8898891, e-mail admin@fanwoodpc.org
or visit the website at fanwoodpc.org.
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Phone - 908.789.2730
Cell - 908.337.7282
Email - owen.brand@santander.us
NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. C0427_12F 12/09/16

Criminal Defense Matters
State and Municipal Criminal Court
Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor
Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

CRANFORD — The Friends of
Colin Easter Egg Hunt will have its
eighth run this Saturday, March 24,
at Hanson Park in Cranford. The
hunt will begin promptly at 11 a.m.,
and families should arrive to register at 10 a.m., or by 10:30 a.m. if
they already purchased tickets
online. Signups can be done at
friendsofcolineasteregghunt.eventbrite.com.
Participants are advised to bring
their ticket for easier check-in.
The festivities also will feature the
return of the Easter Bunny, as well as
gift baskets, face painting and a bake
sale. Entry fees are $10 per child.
The Friends of Colin Maher Easter
Egg Hunt was started by his friends
soon after his death. Colin was 16
when he died of Ewing’s sarcoma, a
hard-to-treat bone cancer. Since its
inception, the non-profit Friends of
Colin has worked to raise money to
find a cure for this particular cancer.
The Easter Egg Hunt is one of the
major events hosted by Friends of
Colin. In November, the third annual
Friends of Colin Turkey Trot took
place the day after Thanksgiving at
Cranford’s Unami Park. That event
raised more than $9,000.
All proceeds from Friends of Colin
benefit the research of Dr. Jeff
Toretsky, a Georgetown University
doctor working to cure Ewing’s sarcoma. Dr. Toretsky’s research is leading to some promising therapies that
are going through further testing.
Friends of Colin expressed appreciation to all Turkey Trot racers and
sponsors who helped make the event
successful, including its gold sponsor,
Investors Bank, and silver sponsors, A
La Mode Creamery, Craven BBQ, Clif

Bar, Premier Business Solutions, Active Life Fitness, Jungle Juice, Playa
Bowl, Infineum, and the Cranford Jaycees. The organization also thanked its
friends’ sponsors, Mane Event,
Garretson Financial, Diamond Gymnastics, The Max, Martin Jewelers,
Kilkenny House, It’s All About the
Mouse Travel, Fire me up!, Trader
Joe’s, Rustic Mill, Vinny’s Pizza and
Pasta, Marino’s, KOA Crossfit,
Knights of Columbus, Red Cadillac,
Fresh Juicer Press and Thinkdm2.
Friends of Colin also offered special thanks to the Garwood Police
Department, Garwood and Cranford
First Aid Squads and Garwood
Mayor Charles Lombardo. This
year’s Turkey Trot is set for Friday,
November 23.

Bunny Breakfast Is
Set For Saturday
CRANFORD — The Cranford
Area Chamber of Commerce and the
Garlic Rose will host the Annual
Breakfast with the Bunny this Saturday, March 24. It will take place at the
Garlic Rose Restaurant, located at 28
North Avenue, West, in Cranford.
The breakfast will begin at 10 a.m.
and the Easter Bunny will arrive at
10:30 a.m. The cost of the event is $12
for children and $18 for adults. Each
year this event sells out, so early reservations are recommended and can be
made by calling (908) 276-5749.
The Chamber thanks Arnold’s Pest
Control of Cranford for sponsoring
this event. For further information,
contact the Cranford Area Chamber
of Commerce at (908) 272-6114 or
cranfordchamber@comcast.net.

Historical Society Meeting
To Feature Blogs
SCOTCH PLAINS — Recent blogs
from the Blue Hills Gazette will be
the focus of the monthly meeting of
the Historical Society of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood. The blog combines
new technology with historical interest. The program will begin with a
discussion of the blog “Murder at
Shady Rest,” after which attendees
will parse “How the Raiders Really
Got Their Name.” Long-time residents and historians are welcome to

share other local stories as well.
This interactive meeting is free and
open to everyone. It will be held on
Tuesday, March 27, beginning at 7:30
p.m. The Historical Society is back to
having its meetings at the Shady Rest
of Scotch Hills Country Club, located at Plainfield Avenue and Jerusalem Road in Scotch Plains. Refreshments and fellowship will follow the
program. For further information, call
Connie Klock at (908) 232-9489.

The Law Office of

Francis M. Smith, ESQ.

INJURED?

LEARN YOUR RIGHTS IN PLAIN ENGLISH
Do you really want to deal with
the insurance companies yourself?
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Personal Injury Experience
In New Jersey
Motor Vehicle Accidents
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Dog Bite Injuries
Construction Accidents
Wrongful Death
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Friends of Colin Egg Hunt
Is Saturday In Cranford

FCC Welcomes Community
To Holy Week Activities
WESTFIELD – The First Congregational Church invites visitors of
all ages to observe Holy Week with
special services beginning on Palm
Sunday, March 25, and continuing
through Easter Sunday on April 1, in
the sanctuary.
The Palm Sunday service will begin with a traditional Palm Processional. Children are invited to meet in
the Chapel Lounge prior to the 10
a.m. worship service to receive palms
and join in the processional.
The annual cake auction hosted by
the middle- and senior-high students
will be held during coffee hour immediately following the service. Raffle
tickets will be sold for a chance to win
any of the homemade cakes, with all
proceeds going to Heifer International, a humanitarian organization
dedicated to ending world hunger.
Maundy Thursday will be observed
on March 29, at 7:30 p.m., with a
candlelight service recalling the Last
Supper and Jesus’ final hours through
scripture, hymns, reflection and Com-

Thursday, March 22, 2018

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ 07092

908-233-5800 • www.FrankSmithLaw.com
No Fee If No Recovery
Call Me For A Free Consultation

Roberts Circle R Fruit Farms, Inc., Kent, NY
needs 34 temporary workers 3/25/2018 to 11/30/2018, work tools, supplies,
equipment provided without cost to worker. Housing will be available without
cost to workers who cannot reasonably return to their permanent residence
at the end of the work day. Transportation reimbursement and subsistence is
provided upon completion of 15 days or 50% of the work contract. Work is
guaranteed for 3/4 of the workdays during the contract period. $12.83 per
hr or applicable piece rate. Applicants to apply call (866)466-9757 for your
nearest State Workforce Agency ofﬁce or apply for the job at the nearest local
ofﬁce of the SWA Job order #1239236. Prune trees and pick apples for fresh
market and/or processing and juice. Productivity must be at least 3 bins per
day of fresh market and 4 bins per day of processing fruit. Workers must be
physically able to pick tree fruit, most of which is done on ladders, with lower
branches being picked from ground. Picked fruit is placed in a metal-framed
canvas covered picking bucket with canvas straps that slip over the head and
rest on the shoulders, weighing 40 lbs. Pruning trees requires handling of
chainsaws, with weather conditions being below 20 degrees. Workers may be
instructed to selectively pick mature fruit according to size, color and other
USDA standards. Employees are required to have proper hygiene and follow
GAP requirements. Three months’ experience required in the aforementioned.

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.
CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEY

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com
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Hist. Soc. Tea to Feature
‘First Ladies’ Author

WOMAN OF DISTINCTION...Mary Leonard, regent of the Crane’s Ford
chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR), left, joins Union
County Clerk Joanne Hamilton Rajoppi as Ms. Rajoppi receives the National
Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution “Women in American
History Award.” The Crane’s Ford chapter presented the award to Ms. Rajoppi
during a special March 10 program honoring Women’s History Month.

Crane’s Ford DAR Honors
Ms. Rajoppi With Award
CRANFORD — The Crane’s Ford
chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) celebrated
Women’s History Month by presenting the National Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution
“Women in American History Award”
to Union County Clerk Joanne
Hamilton Rajoppi on March 10 at the
Cranford Community Center. This
national award is designed to recognize worthy women and celebrate their
contribution to history, culture and
society.
Ms. Rajoppi is the author of two
books based on her family history.
The first of these books, published in
2013, chronicled the military service
of her great-grandfather during the
Civil War. It is entitled “New
Brunswick and the Civil War: The
Brunswick Boys in the Great Rebellion.” She followed the story with the
Hamilton women after the war, writing her most recent book, “Northern
Women in the Aftermath of the Civil
War: The Wives and Daughters of the
Brunswick Boys.” This book was
published in 2017 and Ms. Rajoppi
presented a PowerPoint lecture to the
audience.
Ms. Rajoppi’s distinguished career

When You
Want Results–
Use
Leader/TIMES
Classified Ads
Inexpensive

includes having been named the first
woman to serve as Union County
clerk in the county’s 154-year history. She is a former mayor of Springfield, a former Union County freeholder and the first woman to chair
the Freeholder Board, and former
New Jersey assistant secretary of state
during the administration of Governor Brendan Byrne. She has been an
advocate for women running for public office, writing her first book,
“Women in Office: Getting There and
Staying There,” in 1993.
The Crane’s Ford event was well
attended by members of local historical societies as well as the chapter
members from the Church and Cannon DAR chapter in Springfield.

Mobile Meals Plans
Anniversary Brunch
WESTFIELD — This year Mobile Meals of Westfield is celebrating its 50th anniversary of serving
the community. Mobile Meals provides hot, nutritious meals and a
daily check-in to homebound residents who cannot shop or cook for
themselves on a temporary or permanent basis due to age, illness or
disability.
The organization will celebrate this
milestone with Brunch and Bellinis
at Pairings in Cranford on Sunday,
April 15, from noon to 3 p.m., to
which the community is invited. The
cost is $60 per person. Proceeds will
benefit Mobile Meals of Westfield.
To make reservations, e-mail
mobilemealsofwestfield@hotmail.com
or call Mobile Meals at (908) 2336146. Those who cannot attend, but
would still like to donate to Mobile
Meals, may send checks to Mobile
Meals of Westfield, 170 Elm Street,
Westfield, N.J. 07090.

KENILWORTH – Cormac cultural arts center, by helping deO’Brien, author of the recently- fray the cost of an elevator that
published “Secret Lives of the First makes all levels of the site fully
Ladies: Strange Stories and Shock- accessible to everyone.
As a prominent author, Mr.
ing Trivia from Inside the White
House,” will address attendees at O’Brien brings a distinctive voice
to the history genre. He
an elegant afternoon tea
has published books on
to be presented by the
a variety of subjects
Kenilworth Historical
ranging from natural diSociety on Saturday,
sasters to United States
April 28.
presidents, from ancient
Mr. O’Brien’s preempires to the Amerisentation, based on macan Civil War. In additerial from his book,
tion to “Secret Lives of
will highlight many of
the First Ladies,” Mr.
America’s extraordiO’Brien has authored
nary first ladies, from
“Secret Lives of the U.S.
1789 to date, and rePresidents” and “Secret
late their unique and
Lives of the Civil War.”
oftentimes private
Cormac O’Brien
A native of western
ways of adapting to and
New York state who now
fulfilling the demands
and expectations of their position. resides in New Jersey, Mr. O’Brien
“Tea With America’s First Ladies” has made appearances on NPR,
will begin at noon at the Kenilworth CNN’s Anderson Cooper 360, The
Gospel Chapel hall, located at 557 History Channel and multiple other
Newark Avenue, Kenilworth, where venues.
The Kenilworth Historical Socithe ambience of a lovely tearoom,
creatively accented with first lady ety is a volunteer-based, independécor, is being created for the event. dent, non-profit, tax-exempt,
Assorted teas, tea sandwiches, scones 501(c)(3) organization dedicated
and desserts will be served. The event to the research, preservation and
also will feature a gift auction and interpretation of the Oswald J.
door prizes. Copies of “Secret Lives Nitschke House, local history and
of the First Ladies” will be available culture. For more information, visit
for purchase and signing by the au- kenilworthhistoricalsociety.org.
The Kenilworth Gospel Chapel
thor.
Admission is $30. Advance res- is an independent community Bible
ervations are requested, as seating church with a congregation of apis limited. For reservations/tick- proximately 165 adults and chilets, call (908) 709-0434 or visit dren. The chapel was constructed
Especially Yours Florist at 13 North in 1936 by a number of chapel
members, including the family of
20th Street, Kenilworth.
Proceeds from the April 28 Tea local pioneer James Arthur, Sr.,
and Gift Auction will benefit the who built many homes in the area
Kenilworth Historical Society’s in the late 19th and early 20th cenOswald J. Nitschke House, the circa turies and who founded the New
1880 “living history” museum and Orange Park project.

Holocaust Commemoration
To Be Held at University
AREA — The annual Yom
HaShoah Holocaust Commemoration at Kean University, sponsored
by the Jewish Federation of Greater
MetroWest NJ and Kean
University’s Holocaust Resource
Center, will take place on Wednesday, April 11. Beginning at 6:45
p.m., it will be held at the Wilkins
Theatre for the Performing Arts,
located at 1000 Morris Avenue,
Union.
This year’s featured speaker will
be Robert Bielsky, the youngest son
of the legendary partisan commander Tuvia Bielski, portrayed by
Daniel Craig in the 2009 film Defiance. Mr. Bielsky lectures throughout the world about the heroics of
his father and uncles, and about

their successful mission that saved
more than 1,200 Jewish lives during the Holocaust, whose descendants today number in the tens of
thousands.
Mr. Bielsky is active in many Jewish organizations. He is a member
of the Associates Board of the Museum of Jewish Heritage — A Living Memorial to the Holocaust in
New York City, and is past president of the Holocaust Memorial
Committee of Brooklyn.
This event is free and open to the
public. Educators who attend will
receive professional development
credits, and sign language interpretation will be provided. For more
information and to register, visit
jfedgmw.org/kean.

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

HISTORY LESSON...The Westfield 20/20 Diversity Action Committee hosted a
free screening March 1 of Ava DuVernay’s documentary 13th, which explores the
trajectory from slavery to mass incarceration in America. This event was cosponsored by the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Association of Westfield and the
Westfield Community Center, where it was held. A question-and-answer session
followed the film, with John V. Jacobi, a professor at Seton Hall Law School, and
Donnell Carr, former president of the MLK Association and a former member of
the Echo Lake Church prison ministry.

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs
• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia
Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Julie Jong, D.M.D.

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF
ATTORNEY
__________________________________________________________

ESTATE PLANNING - WILLS & TRUSTS
PROBATE AND ESTATE SETTLEMENT
________________
REAL ESTATE
CLOSINGS
_______________

Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

908-232-1231
555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

FAMILY LAW
ACCREDITED DIVORCE MEDIATOR
_________________
201 SOUTH AVE.
WESTFIELD
654-8885

TEENS PROMOTE PHILANTHROPY...WAYVE Teen Philanthropy Board
Co-Chairs Aidan Maher and Ava Feldman express optimism for their organization’s
mission. Ava said it is her hope “to inspire other teens to volunteer,” while Aidan
feels he will learn “a great deal from being able to experience the business side of
philanthropy while allocating funds to groups who directly help the underprivileged in New Jersey.”

Teen Philanthropy Board
Seeks Grant Applicants
WESTFIELD — Aidan Maher and
Ava Feldman, co-chairs of the
WAYVE Teen Philanthropy Board,
have announced that the board is
accepting requests for proposals that
will provide Union County-based
charities with $5,300 in grant awards
for those proposals chosen by the
board. The deadline for submissions
is Tuesday, April 10. The grant
awards will be announced on Monday, May 21,,2018.
WAYVE (Westfield Area Youth
Volunteer Experience) is made possible through a grant from the
Westfield Foundation and is coordinated by Jewish Family Service of
Central New Jersey (JFSCNJ), a nonprofit, non-sectarian health and social service agency serving all residents of Union County.
In addition to Aidan and Ava,
WAYVE Teen Philanthropy Board
members are Matthew Dispenza,
Mackenzie Dulski, Roselyne
Garabete, Nathaniel FountainJardim, Jesse Katz, Sloane
Silverman, Rachel Simpson,
Marianne Smith and Ryan Smith.
All members of the board have
expressed an interest in community
service and all have volunteered for
a wide range of Union County-based
charities, social service organizations, synagogues and churches.
The Teen Philanthropy Board will
be mentored by Tom Beck, execu-

tive director of JFSCNJ; Janet
Sarkos, president of the Westfield
Foundation, and Darielle Walsh,
Westfield community leader. These
mentors will help the teens decide
which proposals will receive their
support based on how the proposals
can improve the lives of Union
County residents.
The grant requests will range from
$500 to $1,500 and are for a onetime, short-term project. The grants
are to support programs that address
various needs of Union County residents. The focus areas are: food insecurity, technology/equipment, environmental, social service and advocacy for impoverished and/or vulnerable populations.
Proposals need to demonstrate
how the program will promote the
health and social well-being of the
agency’s constituents. Applicant
agencies must be a non-profit organization with proof of 501©3 taxexempt status, have strong board
involvement and demonstrate responsible financial stewardship. The
board will not award funds to individuals for scholarships.
Any organization interested in applying
should
e-mail
WAYVE@jfscentralnj.org for an application, or access the request for
proposal
online:
https://
wayve.wufoo.com/forms/
zas0sqk0c1qvyz/.

Scotch Plains Public Library
Posts Book Club Meetings
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library has announced
the meeting schedule for its Evening
and Afternoon book clubs. Both clubs
are free and open to the public.
The Evening Book Club will meet
on Monday, April 2, at 7 p.m., to
discuss “My Name is Lucy Barton”
by Elizabeth Strout. Set in the mid1980s, Lucy Barton, hospitalized for
nine weeks, is surprised when her
estranged mother shows up at her
bedside. Her mother talks of local
gossip, but underneath the banalities,
Lucy senses the love that cannot be
expressed. This is the story that Lucy
must write about, the one story that
has shaped her entire life.
On Tuesday, April 17, at 1 p.m., the
Afternoon Book Club will meet to
discuss “No Book but the World” by
Leah Hager Cohen. This literary novel
is about adult siblings and what happens when the brother is accused of
murdering a local boy. Who is truly
responsible and could it have been
avoided if the brother had been treated

differently by his parents, by his sister, by society?
For more information, go to
scotlib.org,
e-mail
library@scotlib.org, call (908) 3225007, extension no. 204, or stop by
the library Reference Desk. The
Scotch Plains Public Library is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the center
of the township.

Cranford Resident
Earns Dean’s List
NEWBURGH, N.Y. – The following New Jersey residents were recently honored by Mount Saint Mary
College in Newburgh, N.Y., for making the Fall 2017 Dean’s List.
Nearly 450 Mount students earned
a place on the list this semester, including Lyndsay Pace of Cranford.
The Dean’s List distinction is
awarded each semester to students who
have carried at least 12 graded credits
with a minimum semester GPA of 3.5.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
PLANNING BOARD
TAKE NOTICE, that on Monday, March
19, 2018 the Planning Board of the Township of Scotch Plains, Union County, New
Jersey, approved the adoption of Resolution 18-05, recommending further action
by the Township Council by endorsing the
preliminary investigation report referenced
as the Tier 1, Phase 1 Redevelopment
Study in Downtown Scotch Plains and
determining that the designated properties comprise an area in need of redevelopment. The Resolution memorializing said
approval was duly presented and adopted
by said Planning Board at a special meeting on March 19, 2018. A copy of said
Resolution has been filed in the office of
the Board and/or the office of the municipal
clerk and is available for public inspection.
Shannon Rapant
Land Use Secretary
1 T - 3/22/18, The Times
Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
PLANNING BOARD
APRIL MEETING
In compliance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-8D
(Open Public Meetings Act), the Westfield
Planning Board wishes to advise the public of the following:
The Town of Westfield regular monthly
Planning Board meeting scheduled for April
2, 2018, has been rescheduled and will be
held on April 16, 2018, at 7:30 p.m. in the
Council Chambers in the Municipal Building at 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey. Formal action may be taken.
Applications and plans to be considered
at these meetings will be on file in the office
of the Secretary of the Planning Board,
959 North Avenue West, Westfield, New
Jersey, and may be seen Monday through
Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Linda Jacus
Administrative Secretary
1 T - 3/22/18, The Leader
Fee: $20.91

Legal Advertising
MORE IN BACK SECTION

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
RESOLUTION 18-03-59
CONTRACTOR: T & M Associates,
Eleven Tindall Road, Middletown, New
Jersey 07748
NATURE OF SERVICE: To provide a
Downtown Parking Map
DURATION: Period ending December
31, 2018
AMOUNT: Not to exceed $2,750.00
A copy of this resolution and contract
relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the Municipal Clerk’s office.
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Administrator/Clerk
1 T - 3/22/18, The Times
Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 18-01-S
AND PUBLIC HEARING
An ordinance was introduced by the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fanwood on March 19, 2018. Copies of
this ordinance can be obtained without
cost in the Clerk’s Office, at the Fanwood
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey between the hours
of 8 am to 4 pm, Monday through Friday.
This Ordinance establishes a CAP Bank
relative to the 2018 Municipal Budget.
This ordinance is scheduled for public
hearing and adoption on April 2, 2018, at
7:00 P.M., Fanwood Borough Hall, 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1 T - 3/22/18, The Times
Fee: $18.87
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Local Students Earn Honor
Roll at Saint Peter’s Prep

YOU’VE GOTTA HAVE HEART...The Mustangs Works of Heart Club was
recently recognized by Garwood's mayor and council. The club is comprised of
third, fourth and fifth grade students attending Lincoln School in Garwood.
Under the direction of club advisor, Carol Del Conte, they created crafts for the
winter holidays and Valentines' Day as gifts for the Senior Citizens Club in
Garwood to let them know how much we appreciate them. The presentations were
so well received by the seniors, that the Mayor issued a commendation to every
member of the Mustangs Works of Heart Club in appreciation of their community
service to the Seniors of Garwood. Club members attended the February 27
meeting of the mayor and council to receive their awards from the Mayor Charles
Lombardo and Councilwoman Jen Blumenstock.

Local Students Earn Dean's
List at Loyola Maryland
BALTIMORE, Md. – Loyola University Maryland has announced the
members of its fall 2017 Dean's List.
In order to qualify for the Dean's List
at Loyola, a student must achieve a
minimum QPA of at least 3.500 for
the term, provided that, in the term
they have successfully completed
courses totaling a minimum of 15
credits.
The following local students have
achieved this honor and indicated that
Loyola can release their directory information:
Natalie Anzevino, class of 2021
from Westfield; Margaret McKay,

class of 2018 from Cranford;
Katherine McLaughlin, class of 2018
from Mountainside; Madeline Pikus,
class of 2019 from Westfield; Kyle
Rittendale, class of 2019 from
Westfield; Elena Scarano, class of
2018 from Westfield; Andrew
Ukrainskyj, class of 2019 from
Westfield; Alexander Favreau, class
of 2018 from Scotch Plains; Liam
Guarnuccio, class of 2020 from
Scotch Plains; Connor McSherry,
class of 2020 from Scotch Plains;
Brendan O'Connor, class of 2021 from
Scotch Plains; and Erin O'Connor,
class of 2020 from Scotch Plains.

DiBella of Scotch Plains
Serves as Student Teacher
SCRANTON, Penn. – Marissa
DiBella of Scotch Plains is among
twenty-two University of Scranton education majors serving as student teachers during the spring semester at nine
local schools in the following seven
school districts: Forest City Regional,
Riverside, Mid Valley, Carbondale

Area, Scranton, Valley View and Wayne
Highlands.
Ms. DiBella, an undergraduate student, will serve as a student teacher at
Valley View Middle School in the Valley View School District. Ms. DiBella,
is majoring in secondary education English at the Jesuit university.

JERSEY CITY – James C.
DeAngelo, ’85, Principal of Saint
Peter’s Prep in Jersey City, has announced that the following local residents earned honor roll status for the
second marking period of 2017-2018:
Cranford: James Anderson, '19,
Luis Espinal, '18, Patrick Keenaghan,
'19, John Scheurer, '21, and Andrew
Tobin, '18 earned First Honors. Marek
Wlodarski, '18, earned Second Honors. Honorable Mention was attained
by Matthew Baldowski, '18, Liam
Concannon, '20, James Paradiso, '18,
and Andrew Schmutter, '20.
Fanwood: Aidan Christman, '20
earned First Honors. Connor McElroy
Barker, '21 earned Second Honors.
Honorable Mention was attained by
Patrick Corrao, '20.
Mountainside: Keith Schmidt, '18
earned Second Honors. Honorable
Mention was attained by Thomas
Hannan, '18 and Kyle Hess, '19.
Scotch Plains: Matthew Coyne,
'18 earned First Honors. Sean
FitzGibbon, '18 and Ethan
MacMillan, '20 earned Second Honors. Honorable Mention was attained
by Kenneth Einhorn, '18.
Westfield: Colin Elliott, '20,
Salvatore Imbornone, '20, Brendan
Kane, '18, and John Thorburn, '21
earned First Honors.
Miles
Brancatella, '19, Simir Cooper, '18,

Owen Heim, '19, Stephen Jennings,
Jr., '20, Christopher Larkin, '20, Mark
Lovito, '19, Brian Mikovits, '20,
Michael O'Neill, '20, John Pettit, '19,
and Mark Schiavo, '29 earned Second Honors. Honorable Mention was
attained by Henry Brown, '21, Nathan
Bryant, '19, Andrew Cherry, '20, Ryan
Della Rocco, '21, Patrick Johnston,
'19, Liam Mooney, '21, Peter
Munkittrick, '20, Jack Riley, '0, and
William Slaski, '18.
First Honors is awarded to students
with an average of A or higher (4.0)
and no grade lower than a C. Second
Honors is awarded to students with
an average at or above the midpoint
between A and B+ (3.7) and no grade
lower than a C. Honorable Mention
is awarded to students with an average of B+ or higher (3.5) and no grade
lower than a C.

Holy Cross Tells
First Sem. Dean’s List
WORCESTER, Mass. – Christopher Rinaldi, a second year student
at the College of the Holy Cross, has
been named to the Dean’s List for the
first semester of the 2017-18 academic year.
He is the son of Joe and Christine
Rinaldi of Westfield. Christopher is
majoring in psychology.

WHS Senior Named NJ High
School Journalist of the Year
WESTFIELD – Westfield High tional High School Journalist of the
School senior Greta
Year, sponsored by the
Frontero has been named
Journalism Education As2018 New Jersey High
sociation.
School Journalist of the
“We are very proud of
Year by the Garden State
Greta and congratulate her
Scholastic Press Associaon this prestigious recogtion. With this honor comes
nition,” said Westfield Suthe 2018 Bernard Kilgore
perintendent of Schools
Memorial Scholarship, a
Margaret Dolan. “In
$5,000 scholarship award
today’s climate of instant
from the New Jersey Press
news, responsible journalFoundation.
ism remains more imporAs the New Jersey High
tant than ever.”
Greta Frontero
School Journalist of the
Greta and other journalYear, Greta is automatically entered ists from across the state will be honin a competition for the 2018 Na- ored at a dinner in April.

Local Students Named to
Gettysburg Dean's List
GETTYSBURG,
Penn.
–
Gettysburg College students take
pride in their work, and we are likewise proud to announce their recent
academic achievements.
Students whose semester averages
were 3.6 or above were recently
placed on the Dean's Honor List.
The following local students have
been awarded this outstanding aca-

demic achievement in the Fall 2017
semester:
Alyssa Beyer of Garwood, Class of
2019; David DeBole of Cranford,
Class of 2020; Colin Dursee of
Westfield, Class of 2019; Elizabeth
Fox of Westfield, Class of 2018; Elizabeth Gately of Westfield, Class of
2021; and Carly Kalis of Westfield,
Class of 2019.

RIT Students Named to
Dean's List for Fall Semester
ROCHESTER, N.Y. – The following students at the Rochester Institute of Technology made the
Dean's List for the fall semester:
Delaney Sciascia of Cranford, who
is in the packaging science program.
Sam Finston of Cranford, who is

Local Students Earn
Tallahassee Dean's List

THE PRINCIPAL IN THE HAT...School One Principal, Justin Fiory, gives
District Supervisor, Erin Mullman, some words of encouragement as she prepares
to read to students at the School One Read Across America Celebration.

For All Your Business, Tax
& Financial Needs

TALLAHASSEE, Fl. – More than
1,500 students were named to the Fall
2017 Dean's List at Tallahassee Community College. The following local
students made the list:
Cassidy Rose Hoose of Scotch
Plains and Deja Joan Demaria of
Scotch Plains.
To qualify for the Dean's List, students must earn a semester GPA of
3.5 or higher.

in the game design and development
program.
Elise Lloyd of Westfield, who is in
the illustration program.
Drew Russo of Westfield, who is
in the mechanical engineering technology program.
Georgiy Rozenshteyn of Cranford,
who is in the computer science program.
Hayley Howell of Scotch Plains,
who is in the diagnostic medical
sonography program.
Alan Richman of Fanwood, who
is in the computing security program.
Degree-seeking undergraduate
students are eligible for Dean's List
if their term GPA is greater than or
equal to 3.400; they do not have any
grades of "Incomplete", "D" or "F";
and they have registered for, and
completed, at least 12 credit hours.

SPECIAL DELIVERY...This Valentine’s Day, fourth grade students in Joe
Paradise’s class at McKinley Elementary School in Westfield learned that there
is more to the holiday than eating candy hearts. To celebrate Valentine’s Day, each
of the students wrote a letter to a resident at Westfield Senior Citizens Housing.
This helped to bridge the generational gap and let the seniors know that the
students were thinking of them. The week before Valentine’s Day, Mr. Paradise
designed a class lesson around writing a personal letter to a community member.
The students then wrote to a specific senior resident and on February 13, fourth
grader Claire Sewald (pictured) delivered the cards to Randi Kass, the activities
director at the center. The cards were handed out to the residents at their
Valentine’s Day party on February 14.

Elon Wins Local CF A
Institute Research Challenge
GREENSBORO, N.C. – Elon University Love School of Business students assumed the role of research
analysts in one of the most prestigious financial analysis competitions,
advancing to the Americas Regional
level.
An Elon undergraduate student
team placed first in the 2018 local
CFA Institute Research Challenge
hosted by CFA Society North Carolina on February 17 in Greensboro,
N.C.
The research challenge is an annual, global competition providing
university students with hands-on
mentoring and intensive training in
financial analysis. It leverages the
efforts of over 140 CFA member societies, 3,500 member volunteers, and
more than 5,000 students from over
1,000 universities.
The Elon team of seniors Elliot

Purchase College
Tells Dean’s List
PURCHASE, N.Y. – Purchase
College has announced the Dean’s
List for the Fall 2017 semester. Local
students include:
Caroline Eimer of Cranford who is
studying Mathematics and Computer
Science.
Devin Loh of Fanwood who is
studying Dance.
To be eligible for the Dean's List,
students must carry a semester GPA
of 3.5 for Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Science programs and 3.75 for
Bachelor of Fine Arts and Bachelor
of Music Performance programs.
They must take a minimum of 12
credits.

ADS PLACED IN
THE LEADER/TIMES
BRING RESULTS

Eisen, Dan Ford, Matt Kushner,
Lauren Ray and Nicole Resetar, of
Garwood, researched Primo Water,
authored a company report with a
buy, sell or hold stock recommendation, and presented their analysis to a
panel of industry professionals.
The team was mentored by Raj
Gupta, CFA, associate professor of
finance and director of the Reed Finance Center. Kate Upton, assistant
professor of finance, helped the team
in Gupta's absence. Sheldon
Reynolds, CFA, MEMBERS Trust
Company, served as the team's industry mentor, and William Ellick '18
assisted in coordinating the team's
logistics.
Elon surpassed teams from Appalachian State University, University
of North Carolina at Wilmington and
North Carolina State University to
advance to the CFA Institute Research
Challenge Americas Regional in Boston March 19 and 20.
"Competing in the CFA Research
Challenge was exactly that-a challenge," Ms. Resetar said. "Despite
some doubts and last minute changes,
our team showcased exactly what it
takes for underdogs to come out on
top. It was a truly wonderful learning
experience from a teaming perspective, and I'm so proud of the work we
put in to become the first state winners in Elon's history!"

Georgia Tech. Tells
Fall Dean's List
ATLANTA, Ga. – Georgia Institute of Technology has announced
the Dean’s List for the Fall 2017
semester. This designation is awarded
to undergraduate students who have a
3.0 or higher academic average for
the semester.
Mitchell Kelly of Westfield and
Arielle Margulies of Scotch Plains
have earned Dean’s List.

All of Our Meat is Shipped Daily
& Cut Fresh On Premises
New Jersey Family Business of the Year
USDA Prime Meat

Ask about our deliver service

Our 79th Year YOU WILL BE TREATED LIKE FAMILY
NEW JERSEY'S BEST BUTCHER 4 Years in a Row
Voted by New Jersey Monthly Readers
POULTRY
Penn Dutch, Organic & Free Range
The finest
American Steaks for
TRUE BEEF LOVERS
USDA PRIME

· Year End Planning
· Estate and Inheritance Returns
· Form 1041 Fiduciary Returns
Call for an appointment
282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023
Tel: 908-889-9500

www.sg-cpas.com

We also have Grass Fed Beef
Our Steaks are Not Just Prime ...
They're the Prime of the Prime
• PRIME NY Shell Steaks
• PRIME Porterhouse Steaks
• Rib Eye Steaks

We have fresh hanging beef the
way it used to be and still IS!!!

AGED TO PERFECTION
Tender and Delicious

Serving Satisfied Customers Since 1939
389 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains
908-322-7126 johnsmarket.com
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CAPTAINS CASH, CONLON, MALONEY LED WESTFIELD

Lady Blue Devils Stepped Up,
Topped Raiders, Finished 12-3
By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School girls
swim team made major strides in the
recently completed 2017-18 season.
The Lady Blue Devils finished second in the Union County Tournament
(UCT) and lost in the sectional final
to Bridgewater-Raritan on their way
to posting a 12-3 overall record. Along
the way, Westfield defeated county

year’s Blue Devil swim team. In recent seasons, Westfield appeared to
have a ceiling on just how far they
could advance. While the juggernaut
team that Bridgewater-Raritan sends
into the water would represent a major stop sign for any team in the state,
this year Westfield was never
outgunned by any team other than the
Panthers and Immaculate Heart Academy.

favored Scotch Plains at the Westfield
YMCA created such a great memory
and was the highlight of the season.
The girls swam amazingly well at the
Meet of Champions. Every swim at
the Meet of Champions was a best
time, which as a coach, is all you
could ever ask for.”
Westfield’s big early season win
over border rival Scotch PlainsFanwood showed that the Blue Dev-

David B. Corbin (District 15 finals) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STRONG FINISH FOR HIS SENIOR YEAR...Blue Devil Sean Dwyer, front, placed second in the District 15 Tournament
after knocking off the third seeded and second seeded wrestlers in his weight class.

COMPOSTO GETS 5TH AT AC, HOERLE REGION CHAMP

Westfield Matmen Finish 15-9,
Place 2nd in North 2, Group 5
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin (January files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TEAM CAPTAIN, STRONG AT FREESTYLE...Westfield was led by senior captains Emma Conlon (in photo), Muriel
Maloney and Grace Cash. Conlon placed third in the 200-Freestyle at the Union County championships.

rival and eventual UCT champ Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, 96-74, in a dual meet
and had many swimmers achieve personal bests at the Meet of Champions.
Despite the second-place finishes
in county and sectional tournaments,
there was a different feel about this

The Blue Devils got by on depth
and grit more than depending on any
particular standout swimmers.
“I was so very proud of the girls for
how they developed during the course
of the season,” said Westfield Head
Coach Steve Whittington. “Stunning

Steady improvement and the rigors
of a rugged regular-season schedule
put this year’s Westfield High School
wrestling team on the path to a thirdseeded berth in the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 5 Tournament, eventually placing second and finishing with
a 15-9 record. On their way down that

path, the Blue Devils placed fourth in
the Union County Tournament (UCT)
and third in the District 15 Tournament.
The Blue Devils recorded key victories along the way beginning with a
40-25 win over Scotch PlainsFanwood on “Pin Cancer Night” on
December 22. The Blue Devils defeated Governor Livingston, 56-13,

Elizabeth, 48-22, and Somerville, 3531. Two very key wins came late in
the regular season against the Rahway
Indians, 29-27, and the Cranford Cougars, 43-18. The Blue Devils’ final
key victory came in the sectional semifinal with a 32-28 win over secondseeded Piscataway.
Their eight regular-season losses
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

ils could beat the big girls once again.
Westfield followed that with an easy
110-60 win over top-20 rated and
eventual Non Public B champ Trinity
Hall. Westfield also defeated North
Hunterdon, 96-74, in the sectional
CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING INTO THE “SWING” OF THINGS...The Cranford Cougar baseball team hosted the Millburn Millers at
Memorial Field on March 15. Here a Cougar takes a swat at a pitch. See more Spring Fever photos on page 17.

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate
Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Nationwide
#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

Email: hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct: (908) 301-2015
Cell: (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerHomes.com
©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.
Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."
FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker/Sales Associate
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

FRANKDISOLDI
FRANKISOLDI@GMAIL.COM
CELL: 908-787-5990
THEISOLDICOLLECTION.COM

209 Central Avenue, Westfield
Office: 908-233-5555

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
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Devil’s Den

WHS Coaching Quartet
To Enter NJSCA HOF
By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin (2018 Region IV files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AN OUTSTANDING WRESTLING CAREER...Raider senior Sam Wustefeld, top, placed second in the NJSIAA Tournament his junior and senior years. This year, Wustefeld finished with a 45-2 record to up his career win total to 125.

WUSTEFELD TOOK 2ND IN NJSIAA, 125 CAREER WINS

Raider Matmen Finish 22-10,
Received 4th Seed in Sections
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Returning an entire lineup from the
previous year, the Scotch PlainsFanwood High School wrestling team
did have a successful season but did
experience some unexpected and unfortunate bumps along the way. De-

injured during the third week of the
season with a concussion and was out
of work and coaching the entire wrestling season. That was a tough loss for
our program, Fabs was the glue that
held everything together,” Assistant
Coach John Scholz pointed out.
But the coaching staff and some

David B. Corbin (2018 January files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SECOND IN THE UCT...Raider senior Nick Palazzollo, front, placed second in
the Union County Tournament at 170-lbs. Palazzollo finished with a 29-7 record.

spite the bumps brought about by
injuries, the Raiders finished with a
23-10 record and received the fourth
seed for the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 4 Tournament.
“As a team we had a vital loss to our
program early in the season, whereas
our Head Coach Marc Fabiano was
SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18000511
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-012102-17
Plaintiff: JP MORGAN CHASE BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
VS.
Defendant: ALFRED WELLES SUMNER;
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Sale Date: 04/04/2018
Writ of Execution: 12/18/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Thirty-Six Thousand Six Hundred Thirty-Nine***
$336,639.00.
The property to be sold is located in SCOTCH
PLAINS TOWNSHIP, County of UNION and
State of New Jersey.
Commonly known as: 1660 RAHWAY ROAD,
SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07076.
Tax Lot No. 13 in Block No. 16001.
Dimension of Lot Approximately: 0.918.
Nearest Cross Street: Raritan Road.
BEGINNING at a point on the southwesterly
side of Rahway Road, which point is distant the
following two courses from the intersection of the
center line of Raritan Road with the center line of
Rahway Road; thence running along the center
line of Rahway Road South 34 degrees 36 minutes 30 seconds East 594.94 feet to a point;
thence South 49 degrees 9 minutes 30 seconds
West 25.15 feet to a point in the southwesterly
side line of Rahway Road and the Place of
BEGINNING; from said beginning point running
thence (1) South 49 degrees 9 minutes 30 seconds West 250 feet to a point; thence (2) South
34 degrees 36 minutes 30 seconds East 150 feet
to a point; thence (3) North 49 degrees 9 minutes
30 seconds East 252.13 feet to a point in the
southwesterly side line of Rahway Road; thence
(4) along the same North 35 degrees 25 minutes
30 seconds West 150.78 feet to an angle point;
thence (5) North 34 degrees 36 minutes 30
seconds West a distance of 9 feet to an iron bar,
the point and place of BEGINNING.
PRIOR LIENS/ENCUMBRANCES
Taxes Open with Penalty: $14,079.02.
Sewer Open with Penalty: $175.00.
Miscellaneous Penalty: $404.02.
TOTAL AS OF December 29, 2017:
$14,658.04.
Total Upset: ***Three Hundred Forty-Five
Thousand Eight Hundred Thirty-Nine and 92/
100*** $345,839.92 together with lawful interest
and costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 03/08, 03/15, 03/22
& 03/29/18
Fee: $222.36

volunteers stepped in to help. “As a
coaching staff, myself, Coach
Martinez, Coach Hardin, Coach Gano
and Coach Melendez, we were able to
carry out Fabs’ instructions and wishes
and run the team just as if he was
there. Fabs has done an amazing job
with the program since he has taken it
over three years ago, we didn’t want
to change anything,” Coach Scholz
SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18000622
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-027643-14
Plaintiff: U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION AS SUCCESSOR TRUSTEE TO BANK
OF AMERICA N.A. AS SUCCESSOR BY
MERGER TO LASALLE BANK N.A. AS
TRUSTEE FOR WASHINGTON MUTUAL PASS
THROUGH CERTIFICATES WMALT SERIES
2007-OA2
VS.
Defendant: DAVID H. CAHN; SUSAN G.
CAHN; TD BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION F/
K/A TD BANK, F/K/A TD BANKNORTH N.A., AS
SUCCESSOR BY MERGER TO HUDSON
UNITED BANK; CACH OF NJ LLC; AND BANK
OF AMERICA, N.A.
Sale Date: 04/18/2018
Writ of Execution: 01/02/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Eight Hundred
Three Thousand Two Hundred Six and 06/100***
$803,206.06.
PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union,
State of New Jersey.
PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 54
Highlander Drive, Scotch Plains, New Jersey
07076.
TAX LOT #33, BLOCK # 15005.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Scotchwood
Glen.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 0.928 Acres.
Total Upset: ***Eight Hundred Twenty-One
Thousand Nine Hundred and 54/100***
$821,900.54 together with lawful interest and
costs.
The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and
assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.
All interested parties are to conduct and rely
upon their own independent investigation to ascertain whether or not any outstanding interests
remain of record and/or have priority over the lien
being foreclosed and, if so, the current amount
due thereon. **If the sale is set aside for any
reason, the Purchaser at the sale shall only be
entitled to a return of the deposit paid. The
Purchaser shall have no further recourse against
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.**
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
MILSTEAD & ASSOCIATES, LLC
1 EAST STOW ROAD
MARLETON, NEW JERSEY 08053
(856) 482-1400
4 T - 03/22, 03/29, 04/05
& 04/12/18
Fee: $212.16

said. “It was tough at times for the
wrestlers not having Fabs around, but
they wrestled every match for him
saying, ‘lets win this one for Fabs!’ “
Among the Raiders’ wins, several
stood out. The Raiders got the best of
the Governor Livingston Highlanders, 48-26, and squeezed by West
Milford, 36-32, and Kearny, 33-30.
Other impressive wins included a 4924 icing of the Ridge Red Devils, a
42-30 triumph over South Brunswick,
a 45-36 leveling of Hillsborough and
a 45-20 humbling of Montgomery.
The Raiders did come up short in
several matches with Union County
rivals beginning with a 40-25 setback
to Westfield on “Pin Cancer Night”
December 22. The Raiders lost, 4423, to the Roselle Park Panthers, who
won their section title, and lost, 4421, to the UCT champion Cranford
Cougars, who placed second in their
section. The Raiders dropped a 39-21
decision to a tough Rahway Indian
team and fell, 42-24, to Elizabeth.
Although wrestling well early in the
season, the Raiders were beaten by
perennial powerhouse South
Plainfield.
“We finished the season 23-10, we
were Holmdel Holiday Tournament
Champions, fifth in the UCT, qualified for sectionals and made it to the
semifinals, advanced three wrestlers
to Regions from the toughest District
(District 13) in the state, and qualified
two wrestlers for the NJSIAA State
Tournament, and Sam Wustefeld
placed second in the State at 195,”
Coach Scholz summarized.
On their squad, the Raiders had
several four-year varsity wrestlers but
the most notable was senior Sam
Wustefeld, who competed at 195-lbs,
won the Union County Tournament
(UCT) title plus receiving the “Outstanding Wrestler” Award, District 13
title, the Region IV title and eventually placed second at the NJSIAA
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18000757
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-029656-15
Plaintiff: WILMINGTON SAVINGS FUND SOCIETY, FSB D/B/A CHRISTIANA TRUST, NOT
IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT SOLELY
AS TRUSTEE FOR WINSTED FUNDING TRUST
2016-1
VS.
Defendant: TRICIA CHRISTIANSEN;
SANTANDER BANK,N.A., F/K/A SOVEREIGN
BANK; STATE OF NEW JERSEY
Sale Date: 04/18/2018
Writ of Execution: 12/20/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Fifty-Five Thousand Seven Hundred TwentyOne and 71/100*** $355,721.71.
MUNICIPALITY: Borough of Fanwood.
COUNTY AND STATE: County of Union, State
of New Jersey.
STREET AND STREET NUMBER: 11 Helen
Street.
TAX LOT AND BLOCK NUMBERS: Lot: 2;
Block: 83.
DIMENSIONS: Approximately 70 X 137.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Lindy Avenue.
Beginning at a point in the Northeasterly sideline of Helen Street, said point being distant
230.0 feet in a Northwesterly direction from the
intersection of the Northeasterly sideline of Helen
Street and the Northwesterly sideline of Lindy
Avenue; thence
Pursuant to a tax search of 01/18/2018; 2018
QTR 1 Taxes Due: 02/01/2018: $3,930.80 Open;
2018 QTR 2 Taxes Due: 05/01/2018: $3,930.79
Open; 2018 QTR 3 Taxes Due 08/01/2018: To
be determined; 2018 QTR 4 Taxes Due 11/01/
2018: To be determined; Water Account#: Private - NJ American Water Co. 131 Woodcrest
Road Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08034 800-6526987; Sewer Account#: Included with taxes
Total Upset: ***Three Hundred Sixty-Nine
Thousand Six Hundred One and 15/100***
$369,601.15 together with lawful interest and
costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
FRENKEL LAMBERT WEISS WEISMAN &
GORDON, LLP
80 MAIN STREET
SUITE 460
WEST ORANGE NEW JERSEY 07052
(973) 325-8800
4 T - 03/22, 03/29, 04/05
& 04/12/18
Fee: $206.04

medley relay; 1:42.91 in the 200 free;
1:42.92 leg on the 800 free relay;
46.85 in the 100 free; and 46.24 leg
on the 400 free relay.
Also at Mets, Kevin Clauss,
a junior at Montclair State,
swam: a 1:56.04 in the 200 IM;
58.33 breast leg on the 400
medley relay; 26.53 50 breast
leg on the 200 medley relay;
58.45 in the 100 breast; and
2:07.26 in the 200 breast.
QUALITY LOSSES
The WHS boys swim team
finished with an 11-3 record,
with the losses coming against
state Public A champion
Bridgewater-Raritan (twice)
and non-Public A champion
Christian Brothers. They
notched wins over state finalists Bergen Catholic, Summit
and Oratory.
The WHS girls swim team
had a 12-3 record, losing to
Public
A
champion
Bridgewater-Raritan (twice)
and non-Public A champion
Immaculate Heart. They had
solid victories over state nonJack Martin’s cross-country teams had a 226- Public B champion Trinity Hall
23 record in 29 seasons.
and Public B runnerup Scotch
Plains-Fanwood.
PLAY BALL
eight) at the NCAA Division 1 chamReady or not, the 2018 spring sports
pionships at Ohio State. She swam on
four relays and two individual events season starts next Wednesday, March
(and a declared false start in the 100 28!
First out of the gate for WHS is the
back), placing eighth in the 50 free
(21.80) and 10th in the 100 free golf team, which will compete at the
Wall Invitational. That afternoon the
(47.51).
The two-year captain will graduate lacrosse teams open up – the boys
with school records in the 50 and 100 hosting Delbarton in an intriguing
free at 21.48 and 47.14, and was a opener, while the girls visit Oak Knoll.
Softball opens up Saturday mornmember of four school-record relays.
She’s also No. 2 all-time in the ing at 11 in Elizabeth, while baseball
kicks off next Tuesday afternoon
100 back.
Baldwin had a successful against Scotch Plains at Bob Brewster
Atlantic Coast Conference Sr. Memorial Field. Also on Tuesday
championship meet last month, the boys tennis team will play open at
taking second in her three in- county rival Summit, and coach Jay
dividual races – 21.71 in the Cook’s first-year boys volleyball team
50 free, 51.58 in the 100 back, debuts at Summit.
GRETA’S RUN SIGNUP
47.44 in the 100 free – and
The fifth Greta’s Run will be held
helping UNC’s relays take a
Sunday, April 22. Register by going
third and three fourths.
The sports administration to https://www.crowdrise.com/
major won a gold medal in the GretasRun.
The race, which raises money to
Bev Torok’s teams have won 400 volleyball 50 free at the 2017 World
help those with special and adaptive
University Games.
matches in her 24 seasons.
At WHS, Baldwin seem- needs, was started by Ben Nanna and
ment titles. As the girls swim coach ingly won a gazillion gold medals and Jayne Ruotolo, childhood friends of
from 1994-2000 Torok compiled a relay championships, helping the team Greta Schoenemann, a WHS fresh75-21-1 record, with seven Union go 65-1. They won four Union County man who died when a tree fell on her
County and five sectional titles, with and three state Public A titles. She during lunch on the first anniversary
one state championship in five ap- also won six gold medals at the Meet of 9/11.
The course starts and ends at
pearances in the final.
of Champions – twice in the 50 free,
Martin replaced the legendary twice in the 100 back, and twice on Roosevelt Intermediate School, winding through the north side of town,
Clarkson as the boys cross-country relays.
past Schoenemann’s old house at 519
coach, and created his own legacy by
WITH THE COLLEGIANS
the time he retired in 2012. In 29
WHS graduates Aedan Collins, Highland Ave.
If you can’t participate (there’s a
years, his cross-country teams were Griff Morgan and Kevin Clauss had
226-23, winning 18 Union County, some nice swims at their respective 5K, a walk, and a roll) or help out, you
10 sectional and five state titles. He teams’ recent conference champion- can still make a tax deductible contribution to the Greta’s Run Foundation,
also coached boys track for 22 sea- ships.
sons (replacing Greg Gorski, who had
Collins helped Gettysburg reclaim which is a 501c3 non-profit.
AROUND THIS DATE
replaced Clarkson) and those teams the Centennial Conference swimming
March 23, 1968: WHS captured its
went 85-29-1 and won a pair of county championship last week. The freshchampionships. His distance medley man swam: a 22.83 butterfly leg on eighth straight state boys swimming
won the 1995 Championship of the 200 medley relay; 1:41.92 leg on championship behind individual winAmerica race at Penn Relays.
the 800 free relay; 21.25 leadoff leg ners Don Mutz (dive), Steve Schmitt
Gantner coached boys swimming on the 200 free relay; 21.09 in the 50 (200 free), Steve Clark (200 IM, 100
nine years (1968-76) and had an 82- free; 51.28 in the 100 fly; 46.64 in the breast), and Gordon Clark (100 free).
25 record – 53-3 against public high 100 free; and a 46.70 leadoff leg on
schools. Most of those losses came the 400 free relay.
Reading is Good For You
against college freshman teams from
Morgan had some solid swims as
Princeton, Yale, Penn, and West Point, the College of New Jersey finished
or prep schools like Lawrenceville, third at the Metropolitan Conference
Hill and Newark Academy. They cap- championships. The freshman swam:
tured nine Union County, two Eastern a 21.23 leadoff leg on the 200 free
Interscholastic and four state champi- relay; 21.48 in the 50 free (21.16 in
onships.
trials); 46.40 anchor leg on the 400
Four more coaches from Westfield
High School will be inducted into the
New Jersey Scholastic Coaches Association Hall of Fame.
Jim DeSarno, Bev Torok, Jack
Martin and the late Chuck Gantner
will be enshrined on Sunday, April 8,
at the Westin Princeton at Forrestal
Village in Plainsboro.
They will join 11 WHS coaches
who have been previously enshrined:
Bob Duncan (inducted in 1964), Gary
Kehler (1971), John Lay (1974), Sam
Bunting (1976), Carol Donner (1983),
Bob Brewster (2003), Mike Tirone
(2008), Walt Clarkson (2016), George
Kapner (2016), Merilyn Diamond
(2017), and Glen Kurz (2017).
Also in the NJSCA HOF are five
Westfield natives: Neil Horne, who
coached the 1972 state Group 4 basketball champions at WHS and was
inducted representing Somerville in
1995; Ken Marsh, a WHS graduate
(’90) and the lacrosse coach at Ridge
who was inducted in 2014; Bruce
Moran (’76; Press/Media), Billy Ard
(Pro Football), and Bob Baly (Assistant Director, NJSIAA).
DeSarno has led the football team
to a 93-36 record since 2006, when he
took over a program that had gone 218 the previous two years. The Blue
Devils have won the past three North
Section 2, Group 5 titles, and will
bring a school-record 37-game winning streak into the 2018 season.
Torok has posted a 400-115 record
in 24 seasons as the girls volleyball
coach. Her teams play deep into the
state tournament most years; they
reached the state finals in 2002 and
the state semifinals last fall. They’ve
also won six Union County Tourna-

BALDWIN AN ALL-AMERICAN
Senior Caroline Baldwin closed out
her collegiate swimming career last
weekend by earning all-America (top
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SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18000731
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-21759-07
Plaintiff: FEDERAL NATIONAL MORTGAGE
ASSOCIATION
VS.
Defendant: VALLEY NATIONAL BANK;
GIACOMO ORTIS AND ROSEANN SPALLINO
ORTIS, HIS WIFE, JPMORGAN CHASE BANK,
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION; THE STATE OF
NEW JERSEY
Sale Date: 04/18/2018
Writ of Execution: 01/12/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Eleven Thousand Five Hundred Sixty-Six and
25/100*** $511,566.25.
The property to be sold is located in the TOWN
of WESTFIELD, County of UNION and State of
New Jersey.
Commonly known as: 1512 CENTRAL AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090.
Tax Lot No. 2 in Block No. 5601.
Dimension of Lot Approximately: 70 X 161
Nearest Cross Street: VERNON AVENUE.
BEGINNING at a point on the Southwesterly
side of Central Avenue said paint being distant
85 feet Northwesterly from the intersection of
said Southwesterly side of Central Avenue with
the Northwesterly side of Vernon Terrace; thence
PRIOR LIENS/ENCUMBRANCES: TOTAL AS
OF January 17, 2018.
For more information, please visit
WWW.AUCTION.COM or call (800) 280-2832.
Total Upset: ***Five Hundred Twenty-Eight
Thousand One Hundred Twenty-Nine and 65/
100*** $528,129.65 together with lawful interest
and costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 03/22, 03/29, 04/05
& 04/12/18
Fee: $183.60

SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18000597
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-016770-17
Plaintiff: MTGLQ INVESTORS, L.P.
VS.
Defendant: JOSE M. RIOS; DONNA M.
VALLARIO; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA;
LIBERTY MUTUAL INSURANCE; ATLANTIC
CITY ELECTRIC; LARIDAN CONSULTING LLC;
MIDLAND FUNDING LLC; AMERICAN EXPRESS CENTURION BANK; HILLTOP FUEL;
STATE OF NEW JERSEY
Sale Date: 04/11/2018
Writ of Execution: 12/20/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Fifty-Two Thousand Six Hundred Forty-Nine and
10/100*** $452,649.10.
PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Town of Westfield, County of Union, in the State
of New Jersey.
PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 712
Embree Crescent, Westfield, New Jersey 07090.
TAX LOT # 2, Block # 707.
PRIOR LOT# 27, Prior Block# 135.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 70 feet x 113
feet.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Unknown
Taxes: 1st, 2nd 3rd and 4th Quarter of 2017
open balance amount of $13,834.66*
Other: Sewer open balance amount of $166.50*
*
Plus interest on these figures through date of
payoff and any and all subsequent taxes, water
and sewer amounts.
Total Upset: ***Four Hundred Sixty-Five Thousand Nine Hundred Twenty-Five and 77/100***
$465,925.77 together with lawful interest and
costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
STERN & EISENBERG, PC
1040 N. KINGS HIGHWAY
SUITE 407
CHERRY HILL NEW JERSEY 08034
(609) 397-9200
4 T - 03/15, 03/22, 03/29
& 04/05/18
Fee: $183.60

goleader.com/subscribe
SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18000517
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-045494-14
Plaintiff: WILMINGTON TRUST, NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION, NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT SOLELY AS TRUSTEE FOR MFRA
TRUST 2014-2
VS.
Defendant: LAWRENCE LEON AND
MARITZA LEON, HUSBAND AND WIFE, AND
EACH OF THEIR HEIRS, DEVISEES, AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES, AND HIS, HER,
THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST; TRINITY FINANCIAL SERVICES, LLC; WELDON ASPHALT
CO.; MIDLAND FUNDING LLC; AND MELISSA
PECORARO, DMD
Sale Date: 04/11/2018
Writ of Execution: 01/11/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***One Million One
Hundred Fifty-One Thousand Ninety-Eight and
82/100*** $1,151,098.82.
Property to be sold is located in the Township
of Scotch Plains, County of Union and State of
New Jersey.
Commonly known as: 18 Essex Road, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey 07076.
Tax Lot(s): 22, in Block: 12001.
Dimensions (Approximately): 0.9910 AC
Nearest Cross Street: Huron Path
Total Upset: ***One Million One Hundred
Sixty-Eight Thousand Two Hundred Thirty-Two
and 06/100*** $1,168,232.06 together with lawful interest and costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
FRIEDMAN VARTOLO LLP
85 BROAD STREET
NEW YORK NEW YORK 10004
(212) 471-5100
4 T - 03/15, 03/22, 03/29
& 04/05/18
Fee: $175.44
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Westfield Tobacco & News

7-11 of Westfield

7-11 of Mountainside

Westfield Mini Mart

Kwick Mart Food Store

Mountain Deli

108 Elm St. (Leader)

1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

190 South Ave. (Times)

2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

7-11 of Garwood

Shoprite Supermarket

King's Supermarket

Baron's Drug Store

Scotch Hills Pharmacy

Wallis Stationery

Krauszer's

309 North Ave. (Leader)

563 North Ave. (Leader)

300 South Ave. (Leader)

243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Cougar Boys Endured Injuries in Hoops
Injuries early in the season and
throughout forced the Cranford High
School boys basketball team to constantly make changes in its lineup,
which made it quite difficult to get off
on the right footing. The result was a
4-20 season.
Three of the four Cougar boys’
wins were over out-of-county foes
and two were by lopsided margins.
The Cougars thrashed Kittatinny, 8552, and Passaic Charter, 60-35. The
Cougars won two of their final three
games of the season, beginning with a
54-42 victory over Union County rival Brearley. They then topped Newark Academy, 74-67, before dropping
their season finale to the 23-4 Rahway
Indians, who won the Union County
Conference Valley Division with a
13-0 record.

The Cougars suffered some very
close losses. Probably the most unfortunate was a 59-55 setback to
Koinonia in the Union County Tournament. They also lost to Koinonia
during the regular season, 53-47,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 47-39, and
Governor Livingston, 58-52.
Senior Colin Budries, a three-year
letter winner, was one of the many
Cougars who were stricken by the injury bug and unfortunately it happened
early in the season against Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, resulting in a stress
fracture. By the time he was able to
return, the season was half over.
However, Budries managed to be
second on the team in scoring with
115 points. Most of his points came
from crafty drives to the basket, although he did sink four 3-pointers. In

the game against the Brearley Beary,
he finished with 13 points, 10 rebounds, two assists, a block, a steal
and created a turnover with a tipped
ball, all before taking a seat for the
fourth quarter.
Underclassman Jeremy Ruka, who
led the team in 3-pointers, also led the
team in scoring with 126 points. Senior Anders Myhre, “Mister Assist”
finished with 92 points. Senior Anthony Araujo contributed 86 points
and Cole Blazek put in 83 points.
Senior Matt Fonseca scored 82
points and was second on the team in
3-pointers. Hunter Goff followed with
81 points and Brian Waldner sank 76
points. Kevin Easse had 43 points,
followed by seniors Elijah Arroyo
with 33, Jack Carroll with 23 and
Matt Medeiros with 21.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STRONG SEASON AT 195-LBS...Senior four-year varsity letter winner Dylan Budnik, top, took second in the UCT at 195lbs, losing only to SPF’s Sam Wustefeld, who placed second at the NJSIAA Tournament in Atlantic City. Budnik took second
in the district and placed fifth in Region IV to finish 28-11.

BENCIVENGA & SCHORK (1ST UCT) EARN TRIP TO A.C.

Cougar Matmen Won UCT,
Second in Section, Finish 14-7
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THREE-YEAR LETTER WINNER...Senior Colin Budries, center, despite missing half of the season due to a stress fracture,
managed to be second on the team in scoring with 115 points. Most of his points came from crafty drives to the basket.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
TAKE NOTICE that on the 12th day of
March, the Zoning Board of the Township
of Cranford, in the County of Union took the
following actions:

Very few may have expected the
Cranford High School wrestling team
to have much of an impact in Union
County this year since graduating five
NJSIAA qualifiers and five 100+ career victory athletes, except maybe
the Cougars themselves. But the Cougars fooled many by claiming their
fourth straight Union County Tournament (UCT) crown and placing sec-

BETTER CALL SAUL… OR JANICE
We understand cost and we understand the market!

1. Application # ZBA-17-026: Adopted
a Resolution of Memorialization approving
the applicant’s request to permit expansion of an existing garage to accommodate storage of six (6) fully restored vintage vehicles with roofline modified to
match the principal structure with the following variances: to exceed the maximum
allowable height for an accessory structure and less than the minimum required
side yard setback for an accessory structure on Block 309, Lot 5, as designated on
the Township Tax Map, also known as 16
Madison Avenue, in the R-1 Zone.
2. Application # ZBA-17-032: Adopted
a Resolution of Memorialization denying
the applicant’s request for a C(1) variance
to permit existing shed to remain in current
location. Shed is 32 inches from rear property line. Requirement is 3 feet. Shed is
also 6 inches from side property line. Requirement is 5 feet on Block 500 Lot 16, as
designated on the Township Tax Map,
also known as 11 Hawthorn Street, in the
R-4 Zone.
Jeffrey Pistol
Board Secretary
1 T - 3/22/18, The Leader
Fee: $30.60

ond in the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 3 Tournament to finish with a
14-7 record.
In the UCT, the Cougars nipped a
very tough Roselle Park team by two
points, 187-185, to seize the title with
Rahway and Westfield placing third
and fourth, respectively. Interestingly,
the Panthers claimed four individual
champs and the Cougars had only one
with junior Rob Schork at 220-lbs.
But the Cougars had 11 Top-5 place-

Saul Drittel

ments, including junior Matt Savino,
who placed third at 285-lbs to carry
them over the top.
After placing fourth at the
Tunkhannock Holiday Tournament
(THT) in Pa. that featured 26 teams
held between Christmas and New
Years, the Cougars recorded key victories against Scotch Plains-Fanwood
(SPF), 44-21, Wall Township, 46-26,
Cedar Grove, 49-27, Governor
CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

Call us to put your
retail business or
PHGLFDORIÀFHLQD
:HVWÀHOGORFDWLRQ
Call on our
expertise today.

4BMFTQFSTPO
$
4BVMESJUUFM!DCNPWFTDPN

Janice Good-Piga
226 North Avenue

4BMFTQFSTPO
$
+BOJDFHPPEQJHB!DCNPWFTDPN

812 South Avenue

We are not just a sign in the window.
/PSUI"WFOVF8FTU]8FTUmFME /+]0]ColdwellBankerHomes.com
The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not
warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. Not intended as a solicitation if your property is already listed by another broker. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Commercial NRT are independent contractor
agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Commercial NRT. All rights reserved. Coldwell Banker Commercial ® and the Coldwell Banker Commercial logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real
288090NJ_2/18
Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker Commercial NRT fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.

cbcworldwide.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

Goods & Services You Need

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

$IPSFTBOE.PSF--$
MMMM

PLEASE BE ADVISED, that the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains will hold a public hearing
April 5, 2018, at 7:30 pm., Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, First Floor
Council Chambers to hear the variance
request with waiver of site plan application
for the Church of St. Bartholomew the
Apostle, 2032 Westfield Avenue, Block
2401, Lot 1, R-3A Zone who is proposing
to demolish the existing garage, construct
a new four-car garage, construct a new
three-car garage, and add 18 parking
spaces onto the existing Church property
at this address which is currently a nonconforming conditional use with new variances requested for the following ordinance violations:
Section 23-5.2 (4) Permitted Conditional Uses: Required: No building will be
located within 60 feet of a street line, nor 50
feet of a side or rear property line. Proposed: Four-car garage: approximately
9.82 feet off the side property line; Threecar garage: approximately 5.43 feet off
the side property line.
Section 23-5.2 (5) Permitted Conditional Uses: Required: No off-street parking space shall be provided at a rate of less
than one space per six seats in the church
building; and one parking space for every
four seats in any other form of meeting
room or space. Such parking space shall
not be located within the front yard, nor
within 30 feet of a property line and shall
otherwise comply with all of the general
requirements. In addition, landscape planting shall be provided in sufficient quantities to prevent headlight glare. Proposed:
The proposed 18 parking spaces are located 8 feet off the property line. A 6 foot
high vinyl fence and landscaping in the
area of the proposed 18 parking spaces. It
will be up to the Board to determine the
adequacy of the proposed buffer.
The Applicant is also requesting any and
all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow Applicant’s
proposed use of the property.
All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for public inspection during regular office hours.
Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board
1 T - 3/22/18, The Times
Fee: $51.00

)BOEZNBO4FSWJDFT 3JEFTUPGSPN
"JSQPSU $PNQVUFS1$3FMPDBUJPO 
TFUVQBOE$POOFDUJWJUZ'VSOJUVSF
.PWJOH $PVSJFS%FMJWFSZ4FSWJDFT
"OE.PSF
$POUBDU%BWF!

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE
BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

ANGELO QUERQUES
20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
ALL TYPES OF MASONRY WORK

Paver Walkways
Sidewalks
Steps
Culture Stone
Water Proofing

Lawn Sprinklers

(908) 276-1062

Fully Insured & Free Estimates

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
GARCIA PAINTING CO. L.L.C.
PAINTING & DECORATION
P.O. Box 2013
Westfield, New Jersey, 07091
Residential & Commercial, Paper hanging
Power washing, Over 40 years experience
Member Professional painters

Call Anytime at: 908-233-7469
Luis Garcia General Management

Cell: 973-222-7335
OLIVER A

PAVING
Driveways • Parking Lots
Seal Coating • Railroad Ties
Belgian Block Curbing
Drainage Problems
Cement Sidewalks
“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

908-753-7281

30 Years
Experience

Handyman
Mr. Reliable

(908) 462.4755

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering
Interior Painting
Wallpaper Installation
Crown Molding
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair
Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED

FREE ESTIMATES

J KANIA & SON LLC
BRICK • BLOCK • CONCRETE
ALL TYPES OF
MASONRY REPAIRS
FRENCH DRAINS & SUMP PUMPS
Lic# 13VH08638300
FREE ESTIMATES

908-247-0173

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email Ad PDF to sales@goleader.com
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Raider Matmen Received 4th Seed in Sections
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

Tournament in Atlantic City (AC).
This year, Wustefeld finished with a
45-2 record to up his career win total
to 125, tying Pat Mineo (2007) for the
second-most Raider wins. Only Brian
Lapham (2015) has more career wins
at 129. Wustefeld’s only other loss
this season was a 3-2 decision during
the regular season to Bryan Martin
(Williamstown) who would receive
the top seed but finish third at AC.
Wustefeld, who will wrestle for
Columbia University next fall, also
won the UCT, District and Region IV
titles last year at 182-lbs and placed
second in AC at that weight, finishing
with a 44-4 record. Interestingly,
Wustefeld won the district crown and
placed third in the region to qualify
for AC at 170-lbs his sophomore year
and lost, 10-5, to Shane Sosinsky

lbs), Jacob Perone (132-lbs — 1421), Mikey Ramos (152-lbs — 15-9)
and Bobby Mount (4th in UCT at
220-lbs) who had 20+ wins last year
bouncing between 220-lbs and 285lbs. Matt Fleck (138-lbs) finished 66. Zach Fleischman, who had varsity
experience last year, competed at 160lbs this year and finished 8-12. Walter
Thomas competed at 285-lbs and finished 6-11. Declan Cassidy finished
9-3 at 182-lbs.
“We are graduating 15 seniors this
year that are vital to our program. We
thank them for all that they gave to our
program, they will be missed and we
wish them all the best next year,”
Coach Scholz said.
Junior Ed Smith, who placed second in the districts at 195-lbs to qualify
for the regions last year, was injured

Robinson at 126 finished 13-18,
sophomore Kyle Rigney competed at
106-lbs and finished 10-15, junior
Mateo Velez (138) finished 3-7,
sophomore Bobby Root competed at
138-lbs and finished 5-13 and junior
Tom Roden had several varsity bouts
at 145-lbs.
The Raiders will graduate a huge
and experienced senior class but have
a large number of wrestlers in the
room to fill the vacancies next year.
“We started the season with 63
wrestlers on the team. Together as a
team we were very tough, had a lot of
key wrestlers that stepped up to the
challenge this year. We had 25 wrestlers earn a varsity letter this year,
that means that besides our starting
14 guys, we relied on the other 11
wresters to help us out many times

David B. Corbin (UCT semifinal) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DRAGGING HIM BACK TO THE MAT...Blue Devil senior Isaiah Reese, left, drags Elizabeth Minuteman Malachi Dye
back to the mat in the 160-lb semifinals at the Union County Tournament in Union.

Westfield Matmen Place 2nd in North Group 5
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

came at the hands of very highly
reguarded opponents, the most local
being a 35-22 setback to the Roselle
Park Panthers, who went on to win
their sectional title. The Blue Devils
also lost to Jackson Memorial,
Fairlawn, Ridge, West Morris,
Kittatinny, Delaware Valley and St.
Peter’s Prep. Their final loss was to
Watchung Hills in the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 5 Championship.

Composto (106-lbs) and Luke Hoerle
(113-lbs). His freshman year,
Composto placed third in the UCT at
113-lbs then dropped to 106-lbs to
claim the District 15 title, including
the Outstanding Wrestler (OW)
Award, and the Region IV title to
qualify for the NJSIAA Tournament
in AC where he won two bouts to
finish with a 35-6 record.
This season, Composto began by

where he won one bout to finish with
a 36-5 record to up his two-year total
to 67-13.
The Blue Devils will graduate four
seniors in the lineup. Senior Matt
Dente, who took second in the RPT
at 220-lbs, finished 17-16. Sean
Dwyer had a strong showing to place
second in the district at 145-lbs and
finished 12-9. Isaiah Reese placed
second in the UCT at 160-lbs and
finished 27-11 and Russ Weber competed at 182-lbs and
finished 13-18.
Junior Tim Miller competed
at 170-lbs and began his season by placing second in the
RPT. Miller also placed third
in the district then won two
bouts at the regions to finish
19-10. Junior Brendan Loder
took second in the RPT at 195lbs, fifth in the UCT and third
in the district to eventually finish 20-21. Junior Jordan
Simpson placed third at 152lbs at the RPT then was unable
to compete in the districts.
Simpson finished 11-11.
In addition to Composto and
Hoerle, the Blue Devils had
several additional sophomores
who had impressive performances. Jeremy Silber placed
third in the UCT at 126-lbs and
RUNNER-UP IN DIVISION III...Nick Velez, a 2014 Westfield High School graduate, of finished
20-13. Quinn
Ithaca College, pictured with Blue Devil Head Coach Glen Kurz, became the runner-up
Gimblette
placed
third at the
in the 165-lb class at the 2018 NCAA Division III National Wrestling Championships held
RPT and fifth in the UCT at
on March 10 in Cleveland, Ohio. Velez is a Two-Time All American Wrestler.
120-lbs and also finished 2013. Theo Dardia (132-lbs) fin“From a program standpoint, get- winning his class at the Roselle Park ished 6-13 and Luke Scanlan, who
ting past the sectional semifinals, Tournament (RPT) then swept first in placed fourth in the UCT at 145-lbs,
something we haven’t been able to do the UCT, districts — receiving his dropped to 138-lbs and pulled out
since I’ve been here, is huge,” Blue second OW Award — and region. As the decisive victory to give the Blue
Devil Head Coach Glen Kurz said. the 11th seed at AC, Composto won Devils the 29-27 win over Rahway.
“They realized they belong in the his first bout then knocked off the In the section semifinal match with
sectional finals and I think coming up sixth seed and the third seed to ad- Piscataway, Scanlan did it again and
a little short will motivate them vance to the semifinals where he pulled out the decisive 3-1, sudden
through the off-season. Talking about dropped a 3-1 decision. Composto victory over Jake Sisk with a
winning a sectional title or wrestling would place fifth and finish with a 39- takedown in overtime at 138-lbs.
in Toms River is no longer a pipe 3 record to up his two-year total to 74- Scanlan finished with a 25-12 record.
dream - this year’s team proved it’s a 9. Composto’s only regular-season
Although overshadowed by
goal that is within our grasp.”
loss was a 4-2 decision at 113-lbs to Composto and Hoerle, freshman Jake
Westfield was the only school in Fairlawn’s Dylan Cedeno then ranked Bencivenga proved to be a viable
Region IV to have two individual in the top-8.
competitor at 106-lbs and earned his
champions with sophomores CJ
In his freshman year, Hoerle won varsity letter finishing with an 8-2
the UCT title at 106-lbs then placed record, along with freshmen Mike
PUBLIC NOTICE
third in the district at 113-lbs, eventu- Price (138-lbs), who was plugged in
ally placing fifth in the regions just to face several very tough opponents
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY
one shy of qualifying for AC and and finished 5-11, and Anthony Ciotta
finishing with a 31-8 record. This (132-lbs), who finished 3-4.
ORDINANCE NO. 2018-04
season Hoerle took first in the RPT,
“This year’s team was a pleasure to
CALENDAR YEAR 2018
UCT, District 15 and Region IV tour- coach. They worked hard and watched
ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH A CAP
BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14)
naments to qualify for AC at 113-lbs it pay off. We had some strong senior
leadership and our underclassmen did
WHEREAS, the Local Government Cap
PUBLIC NOTICE
Law, N.J.S. 40A:4-45.1 et. seq., provides
not compete like underclassmen. We
that in the preparation of its annual budget,
got better as the year went on and had
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
a municipality shall limit any increase in
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY
some great dual meet wins down the
said final budget appropriations to 2.50%
stretch,” Coach Kurz said.
ORDINANCE NO. 2018-03
unless authorized by ordinance to increase
it to 3.5% over the previous year’s final
appropriations; and
WHEREAS, a municipality may, by ordinance, bank the difference between its
final budget appropriations and the 3.5%
percentage rate as an exception to its final
appropriations when said difference is not
appropriated as part of the final budget;
and
WHEREAS, the Township Committee
of the Township of Cranford, County of
Union, hereby determines that this difference in the amount of $ 267,362.00 that is
not appropriated as part of the final budget
shall be retained as an exception to the
final appropriations in either of the next two
succeeding years.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED
that any amount authorized herein above
that is not appropriated as part of the final
budget shall be retained as an exception to
final appropriation in either of the next two
succeeding years; and
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that a
certified copy of this ordinance as introduced be filed with the Director of the
Division of Local Government Services
within five (5) days of introduction; and
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that a
certified copy of this ordinance, upon adoption, with the recorded vote included
thereon, be filed with said Director within
five (5) days after such adoption.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED
by the Township Committee of the Township of Cranford, in the County of Union,
State of New Jersey, as follows:
SECTION 1. §15-1 (Fee Established) in
Chapter 15 (Checks, Returned) of the Code
of the Township of Cranford is hereby
amended to read as follows:
§15-1. Fee Established.
There is hereby created and established
a fee for the return of checks issued to the
Township of Cranford which are returned
unpaid by banking institutions for any reason, including insufficient funds, there shall
be an imposed fee of $20.00 per returned
item. All monies due on account of a returned check shall be paid by way of cash
or certified check.
SECTION 2. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances inconsistent herewith are
hereby repealed to the extent of such
inconsistency.
SECTION 3. This ordinance shall take
effect upon final passage and publication
in accordance with the law.

NOTICE OF PENDING ORDINANCE

NOTICE OF PENDING ORDINANCE

The foregoing ordinance was introduced
and approved on first reading at a meeting
of the Township Committee of the Township of Cranford, New Jersey on Tuesday,
March 13, 2018 and will be further considered for final passage after public hearing
to be held at the Municipal Building, 8
Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey
on Tuesday, April 10, 2018 at 7:30 PM or
as soon thereafter as this matter can be
reached. All persons interested will be
given the opportunity to be heard concerning such ordinance.
Patricia Donahue, RMC
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 3/22/18, The Leader
Fee: $53.04

The foregoing ordinance was introduced
and approved on first reading at a meeting
of the Township Committee of the Township of Cranford, New Jersey on Tuesday,
March 13, 2018 and will be further considered for final passage after public hearing
to be held at the Municipal Building, 8
Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey
on Tuesday, April 10, 2018 at 7:30 PM or
as soon thereafter as this matter can be
reached. All persons interested will be
given the opportunity to be heard concerning such ordinance.
Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk
1 T - 3/22/18, The Leader
Fee: $45.39

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
CHAPTER 15 (CHECKS, RETURNED) OF THE CODE OF
THE
TOWNSHIP
OF
CRANFORD TO AMEND THE
FEE
FOR
RETURNED
CHECKS

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
PLANNING BOARD
In accordance with the ordinances of the
Township of Cranford, and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, Notice is hereby
served upon you that an application for
development, Application No. PBA-1700012 to be located in Zone: R-1, on the
premises known as 112 Park Drive,
Cranford, New Jersey 07016, Block No.
198, Lot No. 1, has been submitted by:
SCODEE Properties, LLC of 1221 Denmark Road, Plainfield, New Jersey 07062.
The proposed development involves and
requires the granting of relief from the
following requirements of the ordinance so
as to permit: the subdivision of 112 Park
Drive, Block 198, Lot 1, into two (2) fullyconforming lots, by right and as of right,
submitted by the property owner, SCODEE
Properties, LLC and any additional relief
that may be required from the board.
The Planning Board will conduct a public
hearing on this matter on April 4, 2018 at
8:00 p.m. in Room 107 of the Cranford
Township Municipal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey. Any
person or persons affected by this application will have an opportunity to present any
objections to the proposed development.
The Board does, however, have the right
to exclude repetitious testimony.
All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public Monday
through Friday between the hours of 8:00
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. in the Planning/Zoning
Department, Cranford Township Municipal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey.
Applicant:
SCODEE Properties, LLC
1221 Denmark Road
Plainfield, New Jersey 07062
Attorney for Applicant:
Scott C. Pyfer, Esq.
20 Commerce Drive, Suite 135
Cranford, New Jersey 07016
1 T - 3/22/18, The Leader
Fee: $40.29

David B. Corbin (UCT final) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PLACING SECOND AT 145-LBS AT THE UCT...Raider senior Jack Cannon, right, placed second at 145-lbs at the Union
County Tournament in Union.

(Northern Highlands), the very person he would beat his junior year to
spring him into the 182-lb championship bout at AC.
Senior Jack Cannon, also a fouryear varsity wrestler, placed second
in the UCT at 145-lbs then jumped up
to 152-lbs and finished fourth in the
region to qualify for AC. Cannon received one victory at AC and finished
with a 30-8 record. Cannon also placed
second in the district his freshman
year at 120-lbs and second his junior
year at 132-lbs.
Senior Nick Palazzollo battled
through injuries his previous seasons. For example, last year at 152lbs he took second in the District 13
Tournament but was injured and unable to compete in the regions. This
year, Palazzollo competed at 170lbs, placed second in the UCT and
qualified for the regions where he
lost his first bout to finish with a 297 record.
The Raiders also had a host of
seniors with multiple years of varsity
experience, including Jeremy Lenart
(126-lbs — 22-18 record) who placed
second in the district last year at 113lbs, Mike Fleck (113-lbs — 21-13)
who placed third in the district at 106lbs last year, Justin Sidebottom (120-

early in the season this year and had to
sit out but did finish 4-2. Junior Alex
Oslislo competed at 182-lbs and finished 22-13, sophomore Harrison
Wustefeld (152-lbs) finished 6-6, junior Zach Zimmerman (182-lbs) finished 10-6, sophomore Noah Samms
(145-lbs) finished 3-5, freshman Kyle

during the season. This was a great
way for these 11 guys to get varsity
experience and will help for next
year as well,” Coach Scholz said.
“We are looking forward to the remaining 48 wrestlers and incoming
freshman that we will have wrestle
for us next season.”

PLACING SECOND IN THE NJSIAA TOURNAMENT AT ATLANTIC
CITY...Raider senior Sam Wustefeld, pictured left of the winner, placed second in
the 195-lb class at the NJSIAA Tournament in Atlantic City on March 4. Last year
at the NJSIAA Tournament, Wustefeld, who will wrestle for Columbia University
next winter, placed second at 182-lbs.

Blue Devil Keglers Stepped Up, Finish 12-5
This year, the Westfield High
School Bowling program took another significant step towards being a
contender as the top team in the
Watchung Conference. Westfield finished the season with a 12-5 record,
finishing in second place behind Linden.
The push to the top started last
season when Westfield finished in
fourth place with a 10-7 record, five
spots higher from the previous season. The Westfield Bowling team
qualified as the fourth seed in the
Union County Tournament and competed in the Final Top-8 Baker Tournament. Westfield finished in fifth

place in the Final Top-8. In addition,
Westfield finished third in the NJSIAA
North II Group IV Sectional Tournament, 47 pins shy of advancing to the
state tournament.
Some Highlights from this year’s
Varsity Team: third in the conference
with a team average of 902, second
High Game in the conference with a
1,085, fourth in conference with High
Total Wood (score among three
games) – 2,898
High Games throughout the season
– Junior Dylan Kurstedt (266), Senior Jake Varakian (265), Sophomore
Tyler Devitt (247), Junior William
Shepherd (246).

Junior Dylan Kurstedt represented
Westfield in the Union County Individual Tournament (first appearance)
qualified as the seventh seed out of 14
players, finishing eighth overall. Junior William Shepherd earned Second
Team All-Watchung Division finishing with a 187 average. The JV Team
finished in first place with a 16-1
record and has a record of 32-2 from
2016-2018
Next season, Wesfield will look to
compete for both County and Sectional title with the return of several
key members on the varsity team and
some JV players ready to make the
jump to varsity.

LET IT ROLL...The Westfield High School bowling team finished with a 12-5 record this season.
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Cougar Matmen Won UCT, Second in Section
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Livingston, 60-14, and West Essex,
52-16, in the sectional semifinals. The
Cougars lost to High Point, 42-24,
Phillipsburg, 52-18, Roselle Park, 3325, Rahway, 32-24, and Westfield,
43-18, before losing 33-27 to
Voorhees for the sectional title.
“This season we had a lot of spots
to fill after graduating so many, and
along the way the new faces were
replaced by other new faces due to
injury or illness. Having the depth
that we had, we were able to win a
fourth County title and fight our way
to the Section finals as the one seed.
Throughout the season there would
be 14 wrestlers who took the Varsity
mat for the first time and three of
these guys would punch their way
into the Region bracket,” Cougar Head
Coach Pat Gorman pointed out.
Dylan Budnik, a four-year varsity
letter winner and the only senior regu-

Junior AJ Bencivenga, who was
used at various weight classes last
year for team purposes, placed fourth
at the THT at 145-lbs, then placed
third in the UCT at 152-lbs. Back at
145-lbs, Bencivenga placed third in
the district then won his final three
bouts to grab third at the regions to
qualify for the NJSIAA Tournament.
At AC, after dropping his first bout,
he did it again by rolling off three
straight victories before losing in the
fourth round wrestlebacks to finish
33-9. Last year, Bencivenga placed
third in the UCT at 145-lbs.
Several Cougars had their season
cut short due to injury or illness.
Savino, who took third at the UCT at
285-lbs and finished 13-11, was unable to compete in the districts after
getting a gash on his lip during the
section championship bout against
Voorhees. Junior Conor Halpin, who

Kalnins placed fourth in the UCT and
third in the district at 120-lbs to finish
16-15. Max Nock competed at 145lbs and finished 8-6. Will Fernandez
placed fifth in the UCT and third in
the district at 113-lbs to finish 15-12.
Sophomore Justin Alpaugh-McLean
competed at 170-lbs and 160-lbs and
finished 10-5, junior Matt Doran (107) competed at 160-lbs and freshman
Jimmy Gluck competed at 106-lbs
and finished 15-11.
“When the backup at any weight
can fill the shoes of a starter and we
continue to compete and get team
victories, that says a lot about the
program and how we train. It happened a lot this year and I think it
surprised a lot of teams, I am very
proud of the way we competed this
year and the entire team effort that
was put forth from all of my guys. I am
excited for a big off season and look
David B. Corbin (January 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DOING WELL AT THE MEET OF CHAMPIONS...Blue Devils Colin Daniel (shown), Ryan Bebel, Steve Warren and Eric
Bebel took fifth in the 200-medley relay at the Meet of Champions.

WARREN BROKE WHS RECORD; BEBEL’S STOOD OUT

Blue Devil Swim Boys Won
UCT, Performed Well at MOC
By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin (2018 UCT) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION COUNTY CHAMPION AT 220-LBS...Junior Rob Schork, right, won the 220-lb crown at the UCT then later placed
second at the Region IV Tournament to qualify for the NJSIAA Tournament in Atlantic City.

larly in the lineup, placed sixth at the
THT and took second in the UCT at
195-lbs, losing only to SPF’s Sam
Wustefeld, who placed second at the
NJSIAA Tournament in Atlantic City
(AC). Budnik took second in the district and placed fifth in Region IV to
finish 28-11. Last year Budnik took
third in the UCT and second in the
district to finish 23-13 at 195-lbs.
In his first year at varsity, Schork
placed fourth in the THT, then after
winning the UCT 220-lb title, he
placed second in the region to qualify
for AC where he wrestled two bouts
and finished with a 25-9 record.

finished 14-13, placed sixth in the
THT and second in the UCT at 138lbs and missed the second half of the
season as did freshman Luke
DiGiovanni, who placed second in
the THT and second in the UCT at
126-lbs, finishing 19-7. Junior Dean
Smith took sixth in the THT and third
in the UCT at 132-lbs and finished
16-8.
Junior Zach Blevins placed third in
the district at 182-lbs and finished 1315. Sophomore Kyell Roper, who
placed fourth in the UCT at 160-lbs
and third in the district at 152-lbs,
finished 18-13. Sophomore Pat

forward to improving on this year’s
accomplishments next winter,” Coach
Gorman said.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

If Walls Could Talk

Cranford ... These walls would talk about elegant garden parties and warm afternoon
teas on the veranda overlooking the gorgeous garden. They would speak of dining
in the vintage Dining Room and of intimate fireside conversations in the gracious
Living Room with it’s distinctive diamond pane bay windows & French doors to
the Veranda. These walls would echo warm greetings from the impressive grand
entrance Hallway with its magnificent staircase. They would resound with the sounds
of everyday living in it’s 6 Bedrooms, and 3 1/2 baths, large Family Room Addition,
and lively chats would resonate from the recently renovated Eat-In Kitchen. These
walls are calling you ... Add your story to this exquisite home for $999,900.

"You Gotta Have Faith"
Faith A. Maricic
Sales Associate
Cell: 908-347-3483

of their swimmers break a long-standing Westfield High School record.
Steve Warren’s time of 56.93 in the
100 Breast not only earned him a first
place finish but it also shattered the
Blue Devil school record of 57.52 set
by Dave Schwartz in 1992.
The team swam well at the Meet of
Champions and put up a number of
top 15 swims highlighted by the Medley Relay team of Ryan Bebel, Steve
Warren, Eric Bebel and Colin Daniel
taking fifth overall in 1:36.79.
The Blue Devils were led by a deep
and talented senior class that included
Warren and the Bebel brothers. All
three will continue to swim in college.
Warren is slated to attend Wsahington
and Lee. Eric Bebel will attend Bryant
University, while Ryan Bebel will head
for William and Mary.
“We will be graduating a phenomenal senior class that will be greatly
missed and I could not be prouder of
them. Their maturation in and out of
the water over the past four years has
been impressive and I know they will
all go on to be successful in whatever
they pursue going forward,” Coach
Knight said.

COLDWELL BANKER

&

E X P E R I E N C E , T R U S T, R E L I A B I L I T Y S E RV I C E
2672 Crest Lane, Scotch Plains
Offered for $599,000 • www.2672CrestLane.com

Welcome to this charming four/five bedroom home situated on a lovely cul-de-sac bordering the
Watchung Reservation. The sun-filled living room boasts a wood burning fireplace; the formal
dining room has access to the three-season porch overlooking park-like private grounds. The updated
kitchen offers granite countertops. This home offers numerous amenities including an oversized
two-car attached garage, custom built-ins and plentiful storage including a walk-in cedar closet.

Susan M. Checchio

www.NJTopHomes.com

COLDWELL BANKER

Even a loss in the state sectional
final to Bridgewater-Raritan could not
dampen the accomplishments of the
Westfield High School 2017-18 boys’
swim team. For a program with the
kind of track record that Westfield
has put together over the years, it is
easy to look at a season ending with
anything less than a state championship as a disappointment. But this
Westfield team filled up the ledger
with another Union County Tournament title, new school records and a
strong performance at the Meet of
Champions, which will make it every
bit as memorable as some of the state
championship years.
“We had a very successful season,”
said Westfield Head Coach Jeff
Knight. “This included wins over
Summit, Scotch Plains and Bergen
Catholic. We were once again the
county champions and we advanced
to the sectional final where we swam
extremely well putting up around
4,600 power points against eventual
state champ, Bridgewater. There were
a number of top 15 additions through-

out the season and we had a large
group of guys qualify for the Meet of
Champions.”
Westfield once again dominated
Union County on the way to another
title. Ryan Bebel, Colin Daniel and
Steve Warren each took home Individual County championships. Bebel
doubled up with championship performances in the 200 Yard Individual
Medley (1:56.09) and the 100 Yard
Backstroke (52.55). Colin Daniel took
first place in the 100 Yard Butterfly
(51.41) and Steve Warren claimed the
title in the 100 Breast (57.66). Westfield
relay teams also won the 200 Medley
Relay, 400 Freestyle Relay and the
200 Yard Freestyle Relay.
Westfield advanced all the way to
the North 2, Public A sectional final
where they faced a BridgewaterRaritan team that was just too strong
and too deep for everyone this year.
The Panthers dispatched Westfield
with ease in the sectional final despite
the Blue Devils putting together one
of their strongest performances of the
season. As Knight noted, Westfield
earned 4,600 power points against
Bridgewater-Raritan and even had one

Westfield East Office
209 Central Avenue • 908 233-5555

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved.
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Sales Associate
Previews® Specialist, CRS, ASP, ABR, SRES
Cell/Text: 908-370-7900
Email: suechecchio@gmail.com
www.suechecchio.com
Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved.
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555
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Lady Blue Devils Stepped Up, Topped Raiders
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

semifinal meet handing the Lions their
only loss of the season.
In the Union County Meet,
Westfield was unable to duplicate an
earlier victory and finished second
to Scotch Plains-Fanwood. The Raiders amassed 422 points on their way
to the championship, while Westfield
tallied 351.
Westfield was led throughout the
season by a core group of seniors

McCormack, Chelsea Frisch,
Madelyne Rinaldo and Kayla Rinn.
Conlon placed third in the 200 Yard
Freestyle at the county championships (1:58.67) behind New Providence
swimmer
Sophia
Kudryashova, whose time of 1:50.18
was a new record in the event.
Maloney was another strong finisher at the county meet in the 100
Yard Freestyle. Maloney’s time of

500 Freestyle (5:19.77) behind
Scotch Plains-Fanwood champion
DeeDee Maizes (5:16.56) and just
ahead of Conlon (5:20.50) who finished fourth.
In the sectional semifinal victory
over North Hunterdon, Keeley Thompson came through with a win in
the 50 Freestyle (25.30), while
Abigael McKinney took first place
in the 100 Butterfly (100.11). Both

REGION XIX CHAMPIONS...The Union County College Lady Owls Women’s basketball team gives a “hoot” when they
won the Region XIX Championship with an 85-48 triumph over Harcum College.

Union County College Women’s Team
Heads to National Hoops Competition
CRANFORD –Union County
College’s Women’s Basketball
Team has headed back to the National Junior College Athletic Association (NJCAA) National Tournament from March 18 to 24. The
Women’s Basketball team competed
in the NJCAA Women’s Basketball
District N Championship Tournament defeating Harcum College by
a score of 85-48 to qualify to participate in the national championship.
In addition to winning the District
N Championship, the Lady Owls
were also named the Garden State

Athletic Conference and Region XIX
Champions. Union’s Jessica Woods
received the Most Valuable Player
(MVP) award for her performance
with 29 points, 19 rebounds and five
blocks.
With the District Championship,
the Lady Owls were to head to
Harrison, Arkansas for the NJCAA
Division II Women’s Basketball National Championship.
In addition to the win by the Lady
Owls, Head Coach Marbely Montas
was named the Region XIX Coach
of the Year.
“We are exceedingly proud of our

scholar-athletes. Under the steadfast
leadership of Coach Montas and Dean
of College Life, Tammy Smith, these
women have worked very hard, both
inside the classroom and on the court,
to have such a successful season. We
are excited to be rooting for our Lady
Owls in the Championship,” stated
Union President Margaret M.
McMenamin.
For more information on the Union
County College Women’s Basketball
team, visit www.unionowls.com. For
more information on the NJCAA
National Tournament, visit
www.njcaa.org.

Photo by Laura Ortiz for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RECEIVING HONORS...Westfield High School seniors Drew Ortiz and Shea Elliott and the Westfield High School coaches
received recognition at the New Jersey Football Coaches Association Super 100 banquet held at the Pines Manor in Edison
on March 18. Pictured, left to right, are: Sam Haimman, Matt Andzel, Donnie Dayon, Drew Ortiz (player), Ken Miller, Shea
Elliott (Player), Don Cassett, Joe Aveena and Jim Desarno. Coach Miller was also honored as an Assistant Coach of the Year.
PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

2018 MUNICIPAL BUDGET
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD, COUNTY OF UNION
FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR ENDED
DECEMBER 31, 2018
Revenue and Appropriation Summaries
SUMMARY OF REVENUES - CURRENT FUND
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Surplus
Total Miscellaneous Revenues
Receipts from Delinquent Taxes
Minimum Library Tax
Local Tax for Municipal Purposes
Total General Revenues

SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS - CURRENT FUND
1. Operating Expenses: Salaries & Wages
Other Expenses
2. Deferred Charges & Other Appropriations
3. Capital Improvements
4. Debt Service
5. Judgments
6. Reserve for Uncollected Taxes
Total General Appropriations
Total Number of Employees - Full & Part Time

2017
3,000,000.00
10,052,871.16
845,900.00
1,411,371.47
22,731,187.79
38,041,330.42

2018 BUDGET
14,503,267.79
13,641,657.88
3,277,047.77
200,000.00
4,810,016.39

FINAL
2017 BUDGET
14,112,267.44
13,593,881.59
3,881,422.00
200,000.00
4,813,759.39

1,440,000.00
37,871,989.83
329

1,440,000.00
38,041,330.42
348

2018 DEDICATED SWIM POOL UTILITY BUDGET
ANTICIPATED
2018
2017
1. Surplus
$75,839.05
$28,013.00
2. Miscellaneous Revenues
1,641,794.00
1,723,328.00
Total Revenues
$1,717,633.05
$1,751,341.00
2018 BUDGET
$930,845.00
606,500.00

FINAL
2017 BUDGET
$967,801.00
613,000.00

39,949.00
140,339.05
$1,717,633.05
182

94,040.00
76,500.00
$1,751,341.00
172

BALANCE OF OUTSTANDING DEBT 12/31/17
GENERAL
SWIM POOL
Bond Principal
$9,380,000.00
Loan Principal
$4,208,553.36
Outstanding Balance
$13,588,553.36
Notice is hereby given that the budget and tax resolution was approved by the Township Committee of
the Township of Cranford, County of Union on March 13, 2018.
A hearing on the budget and tax resolution will be held at the Municipal Building on April 10th, 2018 at
7:30 o’clock ( PM ) at which time and place objections to the Budget and Tax Resolution for the year 2018
may be presented by taxpayers or other interested persons.
Copies of the detailed budget are available in the office of Patricia Donahue, Township Clerk, at the
Municipal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey 07016, (908) 709-7200, during the hours
of 8:00(A.M.) to 4:30(P.M.).
1 T - 3/22/18, The Leader

that included team captains Emma
Conlon, Muriel Maloney and Grace
Cash, along with Emilia

Fee: $172.89

54.08 was good for third place, once
again behind Kudryashova (51.23).
Julia McGann finished third in the

FSPY Men’s 30+ Semifinal
Basketball League Results:
Two fierce competitors, bent on
getting their respective teams to
Championship Sunday, were the
catalysts during Final Four weekend in the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
“Y” Men’s 30+ Basketball League,
as the top-seeded Throwbacks and
6 seed Team 8 punched their tickets to the Final Game.
Throwbacks 48, Run It Back!
37: He’s been burying foes for almost a decade now, and in the
Semi’s, the league’s pre-imminent
baller was not to be denied. Jamal
Berry once again dominated, with
a classic 25-point, 13-rebound performance, leading his Throwbacks
to next week’s title tilt.
It was a tight 15-13 contest with
about five minutes remaining in the
first half, when Berry and T.B.’s
staunch defense took over, resulting in an 11-point advantage at the
intermission. RIB!, propelled, as
they have been all year, by their two
Gregs – Josephsen and Carder (12
pts apiece) kept things from spinning out of control, but the closest
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ANTICIPATED
2018
2,850,000.00
9,679,699.06
784,020.00
1,514,107.00
23,044,163.77
37,871,989.83

SUMMARY OF REVENUES

SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS
1. Operating Expenses: Salaries & Wages
Other Expenses
2. Capital Improvements
3. Debt Service
4. Deferred Charges & Other Appropriations
Total Appropriations
Total Number of Employees - Full & Part-time

David B. Corbin (December 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WORKING THE BACKSTROKE PHASE...Blue Devil Abigail McKinney works the backstroke phase of the 200Individual Medley in a meet against the top-ranked Bridgewater-Raritan Panthers in December 2017.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARDED BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Non-Fair and Open Contract for the following Contract. This Contract, and the Resolution authorizing it, are
available for public inspection in the Municipal Building.
AWARDED TO: Timothy Hoffman,
Inc., Real Estate Appraiser and Consultants, 1 Elm Street, Suite 1, Westfield,
New Jersey.
SERVICES: Tax Appeal Appraisal Services Municipal Valuations 2018 (Resolution No. 2018-52)
DATE: February 20, 2018
AMOUNT: NTE $30,000
BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 03/22/18, The Times Fee: $18.87

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
PLANNING BOARD
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Town
of Westfield Planning Board conducted a
Public Hearing on March 5, 2018, for the
purpose of considering a proposed Housing Plan Element and Fair Share Plan and
an Amendment to the Land Use Plan Element for adoption as part of the Westfield
Town Master Plan.
The Board heard testimony from its planning expert as to the Master Plan Elements and testimony and evidence by
interested persons regarding same. Following the public hearing the Planning
Board took action and adopted the Housing Plan Element and Fair Share Plan as
well as the Amendment to the Land Use
Plan Element as part of the Town Master
Plan.
Copies of the Master Plan Elements are
available for inspection at the Planning
Office of the Town of Westfield, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey, from
8:30am to 4:00pm, Monday through Friday.
Linda Jacus
Administrative Secretary
1 T - 3/22/18, The Leader
Fee: $25.50

they would come in stanza two was
within 9 points at the 6 mark.
Lefty sweet-stroker Jason Shann,
who joined Berry this campaign to
form a formidable one-two punch,
netted 12 in the victory, to help deny
Capt. Tom St. John of back-to-back
trophies, after he had steered his
Slamma Jamma squad to the 201617 CHIP. In defeat, Dan Colwell
had 6 pts, and rookie Mark Van
Ostenbridge chipped in 5.
Team 8 56, Droppin’ Dimes 46:
Second-year sensation Chris Burke
carried T8 on his broad, Sponge
Bobbian-like shoulders onto the
league’s grandest stage, torching
the Dimes with 28 pts (14-19 FGs)
and 8 boards. “OG” Omar Glover
was his usual solid self (10 and 5),
Anand Desai and Capt. Blake
Sonnek-Schmelz (reaching his 2nd
title game in three years) each tallied 6 pts, and Brendan Ryan dished
out 6 helpers for the winners.
D.D., missing its floor general
and captain, Brian Ciemneicki,
faced a 15-pt deficit after the first
20 minutes thanks to a stifling T8
zone defense that forced numerous
turnovers, but clawed back behind
veteran marksman Chris Mattina
(16 pts, 4 treys) before running out
of dimes. Steve Lee posted 9 pts
and 7 rebs, “KG” Kevin Gannon
tossed in 8, and all-FSPY guard
Eljay Aguillo added 7 in their closing act.
Team 8 and the Throwbacks
squared off twice in the regular
season, with T.B. prevailing on both
occasions – 52-37, in Week Two,
and 56-43 in mid-February. Can
they pull off the ultimate trifecta?
The Championship will be held this
Sunday at 10:30.

Thompson and McKinney will return next year. Maloney, who will
continue her swimming career at
Monmouth University, also had a
first-place finish against North
Hunterdon by claiming the 100
Freestyle (54.97).
“The energy these girls brought to
these meets really brought our performance to another level,” said
Whittington. “For that I thank our
team captains, Grace Cash, Emma
Conlon and Muriel Maloney.”

Probitas Verus Honos
WY Devilfish Swim
At 11-14 Jr Olympics
The Westfield Area “Y” Devilfish Swim Team sent 12 qualifiers
to the Short Course Junior Olympic Championships at Rutgers
University, held March 9-11.
Many of these swimmers made
finals, and Emily Constable reset
her WY records in the 11-12 Girls
50 and 100 Breast events, coming
in at 32.24 and 1:09.68, respectively. Constable led the girls, with
43 individual points earned, and
Christian Tedesco led the boys
with 63.
Finalists included Emily Constable (3rd 100 Breast, 4th 50
Breast, 7th 200 Breast), Will Crall
(11th 200 IM and 200 Breast,
13th 200 Free, 14th 100 IM, 16th
100 Free, 18th 400 IM), Emily
Gao (10th 200 IM, 16th 200 Breast
and 100 IM, 17th 400 IM), Lauren
Lane (6th 1650 Free), Clare Logan (5th 50 Back, 9th 50 Free,
14th 100 Free), Danny McGann
(36th 500 Free), Christian
Tedesco (3rd 200 Breast, 7th 100
Breast, 9th 200 IM, 10th 100, 200
and 500 Free, 12th 100 IM).
Other members of the WY 1114 Junior Olympics team included
Christopher Cheng, Colin
Kavanagh, Billy Maguire, Nathan
Welsh and Jack Young.

WF ‘Y’ 13+ Devilfish Shine
At NJ State Championships
The Westfield Area “Y” Devilfish Swim Team was represented
by 29 qualifying members at the
13+ NJ YMCA State Swimming
Championships, held at Franklin
and Marshall College in Lancaster,
Pa. on March 8-11. During this
highly competitive meet, 17 swimmers qualified for finals, four National cuts were attained and two
WY records were broken.
Muriel Maloney attained another
National cut in the 200-back with a
time of 2:07.24, and Ryan Bebel
added one in the 200-free, finishing in 1:43.80. The Girls 15-18free relay team of Isabella
Nicholson, Emma Conlon, Abigael
McKinney and Muriel Maloney
achieved the National cut in the
200-free relay with a 1:39.14. Additionally, the Girls 15-18 400medley relay team (Maloney,
Nicholson, McKinney, Conlon)
made the cut at 3:59.90.
Bridget Thomas set the Westfield
“Y” Girls 13-14 500-free record,
coming in at 5:13.27, and Kevin
Gao broke the Westfield “Y” Boys
13-14 200-breast mark, finishing
in 2:16.51. Individual point leaders were Ryan Bebel, who earned
48 points throughout the meet, and
Colin Daniel with 45.

DEVILFISH FINALISTS:
13-14 Girls: Sofia Leonetti (15th
100-breast); Bridget Thomas (7th
1,000-free, 9th 500-free)
15-18 Girls: Emma Conlon (23rd
50-free); Aidan Donahue (16th
1,650-free); Muriel Maloney (17th
100-back, 20th 200-back, 22nd 50free); Abigael McKinney (23rd
100-fly); Isabella Nicholson (16th
100-breast)
13-14 Boys: Henry Brown (9th
50-free); Seth Camacho (5th 200back); Kevin Gao (12th 200breast); Matt London (10th 50free); Barney Veres (11th 100breast); TJ Walsh (17th 1,650-free)
15-18 Boys: Eric Bebel (19th
50-free, 23rd 200IM, 24th 100breast); Ryan Bebel (4th 200breast, 6th 200-free and 100-breast,
10th 200IM); Colin Daniel (4th
100-breast, 5th 100-fly, 8th 200fly, 12th 200-breast, 24th 200-free);
Steven Warren (3rd 100-breast)
The Devilfish 13+ State Championship Team also included Abby
Bebel, Tommy Brennan, Teddy
Diamantopoulus,
Connor
Heffernan, Viv Jeckell, Billy
Maguire, Julia McGann, Tim
McGann, Erin McKinney, Colman
Scanlan, Matt Swenson and Jack
Young.
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WF Blue Devils, SPF Raiders, Cranford Cougars Prepare to Spring into Spring Action

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WORKING ON DEFENSE...The Westfield Blue Devils girls lacrosse team works
on its defense at Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield on March 16. The Lady Blue
Devils will open their season at Oak Knoll on Wednesday, March 28, at 4 p.m.

GEARING UP FOR THE ACTION...The Westfield Blue Devils boys lacrosse
team hones its skills during practice at Kehler Stadium in Westfield on March 16.
The Blue Devil boys will host Delbarton on Wednesday, March 28, at 4:30 p.m.

HAPPY TO BE OUTSIDE...Cabin fever is over and these two members of the
Cranford Cougar girls lacrosse team are happy to be outside at Memorial Field on
March 15. The Cougars open at Scotch Plains-Fanwood on Wednesday, March 28.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HEADING TOWARD THE CAGE...The Raider boys lacrosse team works on its
skills during a practice session in Scotch Plains on March 16. The Raider boys will
open their season at AL Johnson in Clark on Wednesday, March 28, at 4 p.m.

D. Blair Corbin’s
Raiders
Blue Devils
Cougars

Walk Down Memory Lane
From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times
Late March 2012: No varsity starters from the year before and a new
head coach made a road to success
very rocky for this year’s Blue Devil
boys basketball team that finished 8-

Gavin Murray showed up on the radar screen immediately when he won
the Garden State Holliday Tournament at 120-lbs in December. He also
placed third in the UCT and second in
the district to finish 29-8.
March 2014: Records were broken and milestones attained by the

COLDWELL BANKER
5 Kimball Circle
$2,750,000 Global Luxury Property
David B. Corbin (December 2011 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield High School girls basketball team this season. The Lady Blue
Devils finished with a 23-4 record and
two juniors managed to crack the
1,000-career point barrier this season.
Junior Lil Scott led the team this
season with 455 points and on February 4 against Rahway, she nailed her
1,000th career point with 2:08 remaining in the second quarter. With
1,136 points, she is closely on track to
break the all-time WHS mark of 1,580
set by Erin Miller in 2008. Scott, who
hit 30 3-pointers, also had 88 rebounds and led the team with 92
assists and 102 steals.
Junior Jackie Knapp hit the 1,000career point mark on February 25
when she banged a 3-pointer in the
UCT semifinal game against Union.
Knapp finished the season with 401
points (1,031 career), led the team
with 35 3-pointers, pulled 97 rebounds
and added 86 assists and 81 steals.

6 Cherry Lane
$2,495,000 Global Luxury Property

1060 Wychwood Road
$1,850,000

COLDWELL BANKER WESTFIELD EAST

DRIBBLING PAST A HORNET…Blue Devil Keegan Hess, right, avoids getting
stung as he dribbles past a Hornet defender during the Butch Kowal Tournament
in Rahway on December 28, 2011.

17. Head Coach Daryl Palmieri had
to start from scratch to find a combination that would work. Senior forward Ozan Yucetepe led the Blue
Devils with 301 points. Junior guard
Keegan Hess led the team with 39 3pointers.
Late March 2012: Changing from
one head coach to another came
smoothly for this year’s Cranford
Cougar wrestling team. And the result was a 15-8 record with a very
competitive schedule that included
Westfield (20-6), Scotch PlainsFanwood (21-3), Linden (District 11
champions), Governor Livingston
(22-3) and perennial powers David
Brearley (Union County Champions)
and Roselle Park.
One who made huge contributions
for four years was senior JP
Christiano, who finished this season
with a 29-5 record at 170-lbs to bring
his career wins total to 111. Freshman

101 Golf Edge
$2,500,000

:HVW¿HOG/X[XU\+RPH7RXU
6DWXUGD\0DUFKWK
Homes Open from 12:30-3:30

225 Golf Edge
$1,799,000

1128 Prospect Street
$1,799,000 Global Luxury Property

11 Wychview Drive
$1,699,000

701 Lawrence Avenue
$1,776,000 Global Luxury Property

12 Breezeknoll Drive
$1,699,000 Global Luxury Property

512 Bradford Avenue
$1,625,000 Global Luxury Property

1081 Minisink Way
$1,799,000

335 Woodland Avenue
$1,699,000 Global Luxury Property

1040 Wychwood Road
$1,399,000 Global Luxury Property

COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM
Westﬁeld East Ofﬁce 209 Central Avenue, Westﬁeld, NJ 07090 | 908.233.5555
Mortgage Services 908.361.4972
Facebook ColdwellBankerWestﬁeld | Twitter @Westﬁeld_NJ | Instagram @209Central
*#1 NRT owned Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage ofﬁce in New Jersey based on listing and sold volume.
David B. Corbin (2011/2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS…Cougar freshman Gavin Murray, top, cranks
a double arm bar on Westfield’s Anthony Aldana in his 120-lb bout.

Real estate agents afﬁliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. All associates featured are licensed with NJ Department of State as a Broker or Salesperson. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights
Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
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CLASSIFIEDS
ROSELLE PARK MOVING SALE

FOR RENT WESTFIELD

134 East Clay Ave
Fri 3/23 & 3/24, 10am - 3pm
Dining Room, China Cabinet, Mahogany Full Bedroom, Mirrors,
Lamps, Clothes, Costume Jewelry, Books, Beds, Records, Dressers, Accordian, China, Glass, Holiday Decorations, Tools & More!
For pics DovetailsUSA.com

House to share, one private
bedroom with new oak floor, new
paint and window treatments,
shared bathroom with one adult.
Living room with fireplace, formal
dining room, eat in large kitchen,
full laundry room, off street
parking, large fenced in yard in
quiet, prestigous neighborhood,
10 minute walk to train. $950 a
month and partial utilities.
Non smoking, no pets. Must
have references. (908) 377-6761

BRIGHT OFFICE FOR LEASE

Multi-windowed, in the heart
of Westfield. $950/month,
minutes by foot from NJT Rail
Please contact Steven
StevenScohen@verizon.net
(212) 563-6140 or (917) 519-6140
MEDICAL SPACE FOR LEASE

Downtown Westfield!
1,350/SF Multiple exam rooms,
reception area ..., minutes by foot
to NJT Rail. Please call Steven
StevenScohen@verizon.net
(212) 563-6140 or (917) 519-6140
PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-001030-17
FILE NO. 22807-16
NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT
(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
LE ROY SMITH, HIS HEIRS,
DEVISEES AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES AND
HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST; DOROTHY SMITH, HER
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES
AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY
OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST;
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attorneys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Amended Complaint filed in a Civil
Action, in which TTLREO, LLC is the plaintiff and LE ROY SMITH, HIS HEIRS, ET
ALS; are defendants, pending in the Superior Court of New Jersey, Chancery Division, UNION County and bearing Docket
No. F-001030-17 within thirty-five (35) days
after March 22, 2018 exclusive of such
date. If you fail to answer or appear in
accordance with Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by
Default may be rendered against you for
relief demanded in the Amended Complaint. You shall file your Answer and Proof
of Service in duplicate with the Clerk of the
Superior Court of New Jersey, Hughes
Justice Complex - CN 971, Trenton, New
Jersey 08625, in accordance with the Rules
of Civil Practice and Procedure.
You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may communicate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may communicate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone number of such agencies are as follows: Lawyer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.
THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:
1. A certain tax certificate 13-00099,
sold on 6/27/2014, dated 7/2/2014, and
was recorded on 9/11/2014 in Book 13816
at Page 625, made by STACEY L.
CARRON, Collector of Taxes of LINDEN,
and State of New Jersey to TTLBL, LLC
and subsequently assigned to plaintiff,
TTLREO, LLC on 10/20/2017 and was
recorded on 11/28/2017 in Assignment
Book 1438 at Page 689. This covers real
estate located in LINDEN, County of
UNION, and State of New Jersey, known
as LOT 3 ADTL LOTS: 289, 1165/1167
BLOCK 78 as shown on the Tax Assessment Map and Tax Map duplicate of LINDEN and concerns premises commonly
known as 1116 EAST BLANCKE STREET,
LINDEN, New Jersey.
YOU, LE ROY SMITH, HIS HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY
OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT,
TITLE AND INTEREST and DOROTHY
SMITH, HER HEIRS, DEVISEES AND
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES AND
HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR
SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST, are made party defendant to
the above foreclosure action because you
are the owner of a property which is the
subject of the above entitled action.
DATED: March 19, 2018
Michelle M. Smith, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey
PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 3/22/18, The Leader
Fee: $79.56

VERMONT HOME FOR SALE

Contemporary Victorian Home. 15
minutes to Killington/Pico. Top of
dead end road. Rutland Town, 10
acres, 15 minutes walk to waterfall.
1639 Mckinley Ave. 4 beds, 3 &
1/2 baths Some pictures on line.
Priced to sell.$599,999. Avoid
the 6% Realtor fee (802) 775-6961
FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Space Saving
Design.
Padded
Bench.
Adjustable Height and Resistence.
Perfect For Home or Dorm!
Excellent Condition, $30.
Call (908) 654-6091
FREELANCERS WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories.
Please
email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
PLANNING BOARD
TAKE NOTICE, that on Monday, March
19, 2018 the Planning Board of the Township of Scotch Plains, Union County, New
Jersey, approved the adoption of Resolution 18-06, endorsing change of the revised general ordinances of the Township
of Scotch Plains applicable to all zones
under Section 23-2.3 pertaining to sheds.
The Resolution memorializing said approval was duly presented and adopted by
said Planning Board at a special meeting
on March 19, 2018. A copy of said Resolution has been filed in the office of the Board
and/or the office of the municipal clerk and
is available for public inspection.
Shannon Rapant
Land Use Secretary
1 T - 3/22/18, The Times
Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
BOARD OF EDUCATION
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the
Garwood Board of Education Regular
Meeting posted for 7:30 pm Tuesday, April
17th 2018 will be preceded by an Executive Session scheduled for 6:30 pm.
Eric Larson
SBA/BS
1 T - 03/22/18, The Leader Fee: $10.20

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
PLEASE BE ADVISED, that the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains will hold a public hearing on
April 5, 2018 at 7:30 pm., Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, First Floor Council
Chambers to hear the application of
Domenic DiCarlo & Heather Neilan, 328
Park View Drive, Block 3701, Lot 4, R-3A
Zone who proposes to install a 6 foot fence
along the aforementioned property to the
front area, contrary to the following Zoning
Ordinance:
Section 23-2.3(o)-Fences: Maximum
Allowed: Four (4) feet in the front yard.
Proposed: Six (6) feet in the front yard
The Applicant is also requesting any and
all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow Applicant’s
proposed use of the property.
All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for public inspection during regular office hours.
Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board
1 T - 3/22/18, The Times
Fee: $27.03

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

Cranford: 12/20/17
Cynthia J Postilnick to David
Coughlin and Cristina Popola, 122
Eastman Street, $450,000.
J. Harris and R. and W. Hosford to
Providence Group LLC., 401 Central Avenue,$411,000.
Rocco and Meredith Russo to
Jonathan A. and Janet T. Bernier, 1
Madison Avenue, $660,000.
James and Renee Wozniak to Thomas Ronan and Demi-Anne Little,
214 Scherrer Street, $565,000.
Zen B. Chen and Lei Gong to
Michael and Michelle Chiodo, 35A
Parkway Village, $170,000.
Union Country Sheriff to 163
Hillcrest Holdings LLC., 163
Hillcrest Avenue, $406,000.
Robert G. Kovacs to Toto Properties 13 West End LLC., 31 Clark
Street, $367,000.
David S. and Casie L. Monahan to
Jennifer A. and Zachary D. Mc
Ginniss, 18 Lenhome Drive,
$675,000.
Francesco A. D’Antonio to Loretta
B. Chillemi, 508 Lincoln Park East,
$205,000.
Tardema Realty Corp. to Lin
Cranford Property LLC., 226 Centennial Avenue, $580,000.
James E. and Andrea J. Carbine to
Ryan W. and Ashley M. Legg, 12
Edgebrook Place, $455,000.
Richard and Judith K. Leissing to
Patrick S. Hanrahan, 148 Severin
Court, $475,000.
Union County Sheriff to 2
McClellan Realty LLC., 2 Mc Clellan
Street, 281,000.
Kurt Todd and Hege Petschow to
Arthur Gencarelli, 20 Ramapo Road,
$390,000.
Robert S. and Sandra M. Paparozzi

Municipal Court in the amount of
$169. Conley posted bail.
Monday, March 5, Diamond Minor, 23, of Elizabeth was arrested on
an outstanding traffic warrant from
Westfield Municipal Court, in the
amount of $2,000, pursuant to being
picked up at the Elizabeth Police
Department. Minor was processed
and held awaiting transport to the
Union County jail.
Wednesday, March 7, Carlos C.
Mendoza, 33, of Garwood was arrested on three Westfield Municipal
Court traffic warrants, with a total
amount of $750, pursuant to a traffic
stop in the area of South Avenue in
Scotch Plains. He was transported to
police headquarters, where he was
processed and released after posting
bail.
Friday, March 9, a resident of
Sandra Circle reported being the victim of fraud. The victim stated that an
unknown suspect, or more than one
suspect, made a total of nine fraudulent charges to her account, totaling
$3,456.24. There was no suspect information at the time of the report.
Friday, March 9, Christina Liebrich,
41, of Westfield was arrested at
Cumberland Street and Palsted Avenue and charged with DWI pursuant
to a motor vehicle accident. She was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released to a sober
adult.
Saturday, March 10, Ian
Romanello, 28, of Garwood was arrested on an active Roselle Park criminal warrant, in the amount of $1,818,
along with several active traffic warrants, pursuant to a traffic stop at East
Grove Street and Central Avenue. The
traffic warrants included one from
Freehold, for $614, and two from
Brielle totaling $715. Romanello was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released on his own
recognizance.
Sunday, March 11, Timothy Kane,
34, of Middletown was arrested on
the 100 block of Elm Street on an
active traffic warrant issued by
Keyport Municipal Court in the
amount of $1,000. He was transported

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-023301-15
FILE NO. 20354-15
NOTICE TO REDEEM

DOWNTOWN DISTRICT MANAGEMENT CORPORATION

US BANK AS CUSTODIAN
FOR ACTLIEN HOLDING INC;
PLAINTIFF VS. MATTHEW L.
VAUGHN,
ET
ALS.
DEFENDANT(S)

BUDGET NOTICE

APPROPRIATIONS
General Appropriations
Operating
Salaries & Wages
Other Expenses
Total General Appropriations

Appropriated
2018
2017
125,141.14 125,092.00
50,657.00 52,200.00
175,798.14 177,292.00

ANTICIPATED REVENUES
General Revenue
Surplus
Miscellaneous Revenue
Sub-total General Revenue
Amount to be Raised by Special
Improvement District Tax
Total General Revenues

Anticipated
2018
2017

175,798.14 177,292.00
175,798.14 177,292.00

Notice is hereby given that the Downtown District Management Corporation Budget
was approved by the Township Committee of the Township of Cranford, County of Union,
on March 13, 2018. A hearing on said Budget will be held at the Cranford Municipal
Building on April 10, 2018 at 7:30 p.m. at which time and place objections to said Budget
for the year 2018 may be presented by Downtown Special Improvement District taxpayers
or other interested persons.
It is hereby certified that the foregoing Budget is a true copy of the Budget approved by
resolution of the governing body on this 13th day of March 2018 and that the public
advertisement will be made in accordance with the provision of N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-6 and
N.J.A.C. 5:30-4.4(d).
Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk
1 T - 3/22/18, The Leader
Fee: $74.46

Recent Home Sales

WESTFIELD
Thursday, March 1, Bessie Roca,
26, of Westfield was arrested on two
Westfield Municipal Court traffic
warrants, with a total bail amount of
$124, pursuant to a motor vehicle
stop in the area of South Avenue and
Boulevard. Roca was transported to
police headquarters, processed and
released after posting bail.
Friday, March 2, Cadisha Mills,
40, of Plainfield was arrested at
Plainfield police headquarters on
outstanding Westfield Municipal
Court warrants, including one criminal warrant and one traffic warrant,
each with a bail amount of $500, for
a total of $1,000. Mills was transported to Westfield police headquarters, where she was processed and
transported to the Union County jail
in lieu of bail.
Friday, March 2, a resident of the
500 block of Downer Street reported
being the victim of a theft. The victim
stated that he mailed a package that
was never delivered to Florida. The
total amount of the loss is $50.
Saturday, March 3, Richard Mesa,
31, of Dunellen was arrested on an
outstanding Westfield Municipal
Court traffic warrant, in the amount
of $500, pursuant to being picked up
from the Mountainside Police Department. He was processed and held
in lieu of bail.
Saturday, March 3, Samad Davis,
21, of Carteret was arrested on an
outstanding Westfield Municipal
Court warrant (no bail) pursuant to
being picked up at the Newark Police
Department. Davis was processed and
transported to the Union County jail
in lieu of bail.
Saturday, March 3, Andre Moriak,
18, of Mountainside was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated (DWI) pursuant to a motor vehicle stop in the area of Mountain and
Lawrence Avenues. Moriak was transported to police headquarters, processed and released to a sober adult.
Sunday, March 4, Jaysha Conley,
31, of Linden turned herself in at
police headquarters on an outstanding traffic warrant from Westfield

RESOLUTION NO. 2018-146

BE IT RESOLVED, that the following statements of revenues and appropriations shall
constitute the Downtown District Management Corporation Budget for the year 2018:
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said Budget be published in the Westfield Leader
in the issue of March 22, 2018.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body of the Township of
Cranford does hereby approve the following as the Downtown District Management
Corporation Budget for the year 2018:

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
Kennedy and Phillip Acha, 33
Burnside Avenue, $565,000.
For more info see:
Anthony M. and Janet M. Caldwell,
http://clerk.ucnj.org/UCPA/DocIndex
104 Shadow Lawn Way, $568,500.
Angela
Bonito
and
T.
to Patrick and Meghan Reid, 3 Kieran J. and Melissa S. Mc Gee, Aleksandrowicz to Philip E. and Kelly
L. Ryder, 4 Clark Street, $355,000.
105 Glenwood Road, $410,000.
Algonquin Drive, $430,000.
Nationwide Title and Abstract LLC.
Craig and April Pearce to Paul
Matthew and Jennifer Buckley to
to Lauren and Kevin Closs, 14 ConBrian Joseph Skiff, 24 Iroquois Road, Trader, 3 Locust Drive, $449,000.
Joachim and Lisa Jessica Suh to necticut Street, $535,000.
$440,000.
Donald G. and Kafren White to
Michael J. and Frances J. Niro to Adam William Goetz and Dana M.
Juilie Ann and Brian Patrick Clancy,
Ronald and Patricia Zarzecki, 15 Russo, 14 Locust Drive, $475,000.
24 Springfield Ave Associates 41 Fairfield Avenue, $551,000.
Munsee Drive, $339,000.
Patrick A. and Marsha K. Autilio to
Edward Ganczewski to Smart LLC. to 24 Springfield Ave-Cranford
Builders LLC., 35 Ramapo Road, LLC., 24 Springfield Avenue, Brian W. and Tuyen N. Teasdale, 5
Blake Avenue, $549,900.
$5,300,000.
$343,000.
David Aldrege to Gregory Zuniss
Mary Ann O’Rourke to Tyler B.
Brian P. Kelly and M. Myroslawa
to Armond and Victoria A. Forcella, Hoeck and Jianqing Yin, 110 Or- and Kimberly Avin, 8 Hickory Street,
$615,000.
ange Avenue, $450,000.
48 Nomahegan Court, $545,000.
Jill Cagney and Kyle Hislip to
J. Randall Clark and R Futcher to
Anne Kelly to Joanna Munoz and
Michael Woods, 7 Rutgers Road, Edward and Jennifer Kelly, $217 Giancarlo Capadanno and Natalia
Prospect Avenue APT9-3B, Miner, 320 High Street, $555,000.
$525,000.
Chamise Carter to Carlo R. and
Maxiel L. Gomez and Michael J. $270,000.
Louise Ayd to Herbert Smith, 4 Lindsey Della Serra, 91 Centennial
Feuker to Charles and Mary Ann
Tompkins, 2 Princeton Road, Riverside Drive Unit 203, $343,000. Avenue, $285,000.
Union County Sheriff to Blackfoot
Vincent R. and Linda S. Vicci to
$536,000.
Matilda Heins and Mercante Robin David Aldredge, 410 Prospect Av- Realty LLC., 127 Thomas Street,
$280,000.
to C\hristopher M. and Jennifer A. enue, $610,000.
Marlene T. Curry to John S. and
Arsis LLC. to Shelly L. Sturgis an
Rawley, 3 Moss Lane, $521,000.
Brian W. and Tuyen N. Teasdale Jordan D. Kloin, 110 Garden Street, Jeanne Principale, 113 Thomas Street,
$410,000.
to Kelly and Caitlin Loughney, 501 $825,000.
Kevin J. and Mary B. Campbell to
Nicholas and Laura J. Forrestal to
Orchard Street, $550,000.
Giedre Zaunius to James and Erin John G. and Anne M. Brzozowski, Alexander Stepanewk and M.
Yaroshenko, 105 Thomas Street,
Sweeney, 102 Lafayette Place, 1020 Orange Avenue, $405,000.
Andrea King to Joshua G. and $569,000.
$400,000.
Allen Eisdorfer to Ruben and JenToto Properties 13 West End LLC. Kaitlin L. Kunsman, 115 Cranford
nifer Delgado, 55 Wall Street.
to Jason and Tara Martinetti, 13 West Avenue, $850,000.
Mary Lockhart to JGR Investment $275,000.
End Place, $755,000.
Lukasz Przybyszewski to Rui M.
Charles J. Scaturo and David M. Group LLC., 126 New Street,
and Cidalia O. Gomes-Simone, 8
Scaturo to John H. and Meghan K. $390,000.
James A. and Neil T. Cochran to Myrtle Street, $405,000.
Cuthbertson, 4 Wood Place,
Patricia L. Thompson to Leigh E.
Franconia Real Estate Services INC.,
$625,000.
Anderson, 12 Algonquin Drive,
John and Meghan Cuthbertson to 286 Burnside Avenue, $805,000.
Donald and Takako N. War to $400,000.
Norberto Ramos and Jaclyn Erazo,
Joseph and Kathleen Viso to
Souhel Shehady, 130 Hillcrest Av123 Herning Avenue, $495,000.
Tracee L. Blanton, 27 Iroquois Road,
John F. and Diane Fashtak to enue, $275,000.
Kenneth and Isabel King to Gemma $487,000.

TO: SARAH BURGESS, HER HEIRS,
DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR
ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST; LESLIE
M. VAUGHN; JOHN DOE, HUSBAND
OF LESLIE M. VAUGHN, SAID NAME
JOHN DOE BEING FICTITIOUS;
BASHAIR DRAYTON; MRS. BASHAIR
DRAYTON, WIFE OF BASHAIR
DRAYTON; DEBRA CURRIE; JOHN
DOE, HUSBAND OF DEBRA CURRIE,
SAID NAME JOHN DOE BEING FICTITIOUS; AALIYYAH RICH; JOHN DOE,
HUSBAND OF AALIYYAH RICH, SAID
NAME JOHN DOE BEING FICTITIOUS;
JACQUELINE BUTLER, HER HEIRS,
DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR
ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST; ANTHONY J. BAETA, HIS HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY
OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT,
TITLE AND INTEREST; EDITH BAETA,
HER HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES AND HIS,
HER, THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST; CENTREX RESOURCES
CORP NKA BANA PRESERVATION
CORPORATION; N/K/A AMERICAN
MEDICAL RESPONSE; CENTREX CAPITAL CORP; AISHAH A MCCLAIN; RU-

RAL METRO AMBULANCE A/K/A RURAL/METRO CORP.; FIRST NORTH
AMERICAN
NATIONAL
BANK;
LATRENA S HOLLINS; DR. JAMES
BASTEK; MID TOWN MOTORS, INC.;
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on March 15, 2018, the Superior
Court Fixed May 14, 2018 between the
hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon and
four o’clock in the afternoon, prevailing
time, at the office of the Tax Collector of
ELIZABETH, located at 50 WINFIELD
SCOTT PLAZA, ELIZABETH, NEW JERSEY 07201 as the time and place when
and where you may pay to the plaintiff the
amount so found due for principal and
interest on its certificate of tax sale as
follows:
LOT 139 BLOCK 7 on the tax duplicate
of ELIZABETH. Total amount required to
redeem tax sale certificate no. 12-00212 is
$53,878.47, together with interest from
January 19, 2018 and costs of $2,291.02.
And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be debarred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.
Anything to the contrary notwithstanding, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judgment is entered.
Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff
PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 3/22/18, The Leader
Fee: $77.52

to police headquarters, processed and
released after posting bail.
Sunday, March 11, Kevin S. Green,
58, of Westfield was arrested on a nobail Union County Sheriff’s warrant
pursuant to an investigation in the
area of East North Avenue near Elmer
Street. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and held
awaiting pickup by the Union County
Sheriff’s Office.
Monday, March 12, Xavier
O’Connor, 24, of Parlin was arrested
and charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana pursuant to a motor vehicle
stop in the area of South and Windsor
Avenues. He was transported to police headquarters, processed and released with a summons.
Monday, March 12, Gary Irish, 32,
of Marlboro was arrested on outstanding warrants from Westfield
Municipal Court, with a total amount
of $2,750, pursuant to being picked
up at the Monmouth County jail. The
warrants included one criminal warrant, for $2,500, and one traffic warrant, for $250. Further investigation
revealed that Irish had a criminal
warrant from Roselle Park Municipal
Court, for $2,000; a traffic warrant
from East Brunswick Municipal
Court, for $478, and a criminal warrant from Elizabeth Municipal Court,
for $250. He was unable to post bail
and was held awaiting transport to the
Union County jail.
SCOTCH PLAINS
Monday, March 12, Jarrel Daniels,
27, of Elizabeth was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of Scotch
Plains. He was processed and transported to the Union County jail.
Tuesday, March 13, Cassandra C.
Roberson, 41, of Orange was arrested and charged with Driving
Under The Influence (DUI), possession of marijuana and possession of
drug paraphernalia during a motor
vehicle stop. Roberson was transported to police headquarters and
processed.
Tuesday, March 13, a resident of
the 1500 block of Ramapo Way reported the theft of their 2015 white
BMW 435XI. The theft occurred at
approximately 5:30 a.m. The vehicle
was entered as stolen and was recovered by police several days later in
Newark. Recovered on Ramapo Way
during the initial investigation was a
2002 Silver Subaru, which was determined to have been stolen out of
Newark. The case is under investigation by police.
Thursday, March 15, a resident of
the 1900 block of Church Street reported that a white male who stated
he worked for the water company
requested to check the victim’s water service. After the suspect left, the
victim noticed items inside the home
were missing. A police investigation
PUBLIC NOTICE

determined the water company did
not have any employees working in
the area that day. The theft is under
investigation.
Sunday, March 18, Kathryn F.
Mohan, 37, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with disorderly conduct
at a Park Avenue restaurant. Officers
were flagged down by a witness who
stated that Mohan was outside the
restaurant yelling obscenities.
Mohan was transported to police
headquarters and processed.
Sunday, March 18, Carlos J. AldasAcosta, 25, of Plainfield was arrested on an outstanding warrant out
of South Plainfield during a motor
vehicle stop. Aldas-Acosta was transported to police headquarters and
processed.
Sunday, March 18, Otajah S. Jones,
22, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of East Orange during a motor vehicle stop.
Jones was transported to police headquarters and processed.
CRANFORD
Wednesday, March 14, Shannen
Garbiras, 19, of Roselle Park was
arrested and charged with possession
of marijuana of under 50 grams, possession of drug paraphernalia. The
arrest was the result of motor vehicle
stop of a 2000 Toyota at the intersection of North Avenue East and Elizabeth Avenue for a view obstruction.
Garbiras was processed and released
pending a municipal court appearance date. Additionally, she was issued motor vehicle summonses for a
view obstruction and possession of a
controlled dangerous substance in a
motor vehicle.
Thursday, March 16, Darrell
Robinson, 60, Irvington was arrested
and charged with Driving While Intoxicated (D.W.I.) after police responded to a two-car motor vehicle
crash near the 300 block of Centennial Avenue. Robinson was processed
and released to a responsible adult
with a pending municipal court appearance date. Additionally, he was
charged with careless driving, failure to keep right, failure to maintain
his lane, and delaying traffic.
Saturday, March 17, Donald Williams, 61, of Irvington was arrested
and charged with possession of a controlled dangerous substance and possession of drug paraphernalia after
police stopped a 2002 Chevrolet at
the intersection of North Avenue East
and the Garden State Parkway 137
Exchange for a seatbelt violation.
Williams, a passenger in the vehicle,
was charged for after suspected crackcocaine was found on him. Williams
was processed and provided with a
Superior Court appearance date and
turned over to the Essex County
Sheriff’s Department after further
investigation revealed he had multiple arrest warrants.
PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
COUNTY OF UNION
TAKE NOTICE that the undersigned will expose for sale at Public Auction, in
accordance with Title 39:10A-1, at the times and locations specified below, the following
motor vehicles which came into the possession of the Scotch Plains Police Department
through abandonment or failure of owners to claim same.
All the vehicles on the following lists are offered in strictly “as is” condition, with no
representation as to condition or fitness for any particular purpose. Minimum bid for each
vehicle will be all towing and storage fees due to the towing agency.
Purchase must be made by cash or certified check. A 10% deposit must be given at time
of auction. Balance must be paid by 4:00 p.m. the same day.
The public auction shall be held on Mar 26, 2018 in accordance with the laws of the State
of New Jersey pertaining thereto.
The following 2 vehicles (Chevy HHR & Toyota) may be examined at Plains Auto 2380
Berrylium Road, Scotch Plains, New Jersey at 8:30 am. Public Auction will commence at
8:45 am.
The following vehicle (Volvo S40) may be examined at Frank’s Towing 56 South
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey at 9:30 am. Public auction will commence at 9:45
am.
The following vehicle (Mercedes Benz) may be examined at Ace Towing 1509 Front
Street, Scotch Plains, New Jersey at 10:30 am. Public auction will commence at 10:45 am.
MAKE
CHEVY
TOYOTA
VOLVO
MERCEDES

YEAR
2008
1998
2004
2000

1 T - 3/22/18, The Times

VIN NO.
3GNCA13D48S660620
4T1BF18BEWU263938
YV1MS382442028097
WDBHA24G2YA819583

MINIMUM BID
$3.275.00
$9,505.00
$4,360.00
$6,635.00
Bozena Lacina, RMC
Township Clerk
Fee: $53.04
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POPCORN
A Wrinkle in Time
Folds, Spindles and Doesn’t Exhilarate
2 popcorns
One Popcorn, Poor — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

WORLD CHAMPION CHEF...Westfield native David Israelow accepts the
award upon winning the Washoku World Challenge in Tokyo,Japan.

Westfield Native Wins
Washoku World Challenge
TOKYO, JAPAN – David Israelow,
son of Edward Israelow and Arlene
Gardner, of Westfield, won the
Washoku World Challenge, an international Japanese cuisine cooking
competition for non-Japanese chefs.
Sponsored by the Japanese government, the competition was held on
February 13 and 14 in Tokyo. It began with 100 contestants from 23
countries. Preliminary competitions
were held earlier in London, New
York, Los Angeles, Bangkok, Hong
Kong and Tokyo. Mr. Israelow, currently a resident of New York City,
won the New York competition. The
winners of the six qualifying competitions were invited to Tokyo for the
final Washoku World Challenge.
Mr. Israelow is a 2004 graduate of
Westfield High School, Ithaca College and the International Culinary
Center in New York City. He previ-

ously worked as a financial analyst
for J.P. Morgan and is also a yoga
instructor. Mr. Israelow was a chef at
Betony in New York City, Grouse
Mountain Grill in Beaver Creek, Colorado, and Secret Suppers in Mumbai,
India. Most recently he worked at
Hawthorne Valley Farm in Ghent,
New York, and as a private chef in
New York City.
The judges for the Washoku World
Challenge selected Mr. Israelow “for
his sophisticated work reflecting traditional style and menu.” In accepting the award, Mr. Israelow noted
that “the challengers were well prepared and skilled and the judges were
very demanding” and called it “an
amazing experience.” The event was
heavily covered by the Japanese press
and Mr. Israelow appeared on Japanese television the morning after the
competition.

Woman’s Club of Westfield
Announces Contest Winners
WESTFIELD – The Woman’s
Club of Westfield has announced the
winners of its 2018 poetry and short
story contest.
The winners for Poetry are:
Veda Sapru for her poem, “The
Nightime Routine.”
Veda is the daughter
of Nitin and Melissa
Sapru and attends Kindergarten at Lincoln
Elementary School in
Westfield.
Tessa Srebnik for
Veda Sapru her poem, “If I Could
Give A
Gift To You.” Tessa is
the daughter of Amy
and Lee Srebnik and is
a fifth grade student at
Wilson Elementary
School in Westfield.
Shirzad
Tessa
Mustafa
Srebnik
for his
poem,”Refugee.”
Shirzad is the son of
Ishrat Taleb and
Shahed Mustafa and is
a
n
Shirzad
eighth
Mustafa
grade
student at Edison Intermediate School in
Westfield.
The winners for
Short Story are:
Anish Iyer for his Anish Iyer
short story, “The Perfect Birthday Present.” Anish is the

son of Sumathy and Gopalan Iyer
and is a second grade student at
Tamaques Elementary
School in Westfield.
Chloe Spatz for her
short story, “Tutor
Trouble.” Chloe is the
daughter of Sara and
Mark Spatz and is a
fourth
grade
s t u d e n t Chloe Spatz
a
t
Tamaques Elementary
School in Westfield .
Sophia Vizzoni for
her short story, "An
Sophia
Endless Battle.” Sophia
Vizzoni
is the daughter of
Margie and Anthony Vizzoni and is
a sixth grade student at Orange Avenue School in Cranford.
Nicole Boutsikaris
for her short story,
"The Meaning of Sunday.” Nicole is the
daughter of Sandy and
Peter Boutsikaris and
is an 11th grade Student at Westfield High
Nicole
School in Westfield.
The ladies of th Boutisikaris
Woman’s Club of
Westfield take great pleasure in congratulating these winning student
writers and their families for the wonderful work that they submitted to
this contest and very much encourage the authors to continue their
writing.

CWC Currently Accepting
Scholarship Applications
CRANFORD – The Cranford
Woman’s Club (CWC) is currently
accepting applications for their
2018 Scholarship.
Cranford residents and graduating seniors who plan to continue
education at an accredited institute
of higher learning, and who has a
demonstrated commitment to community service are eligible.
An essay and at least one letter of

recommendation is required. Details are in the application which
can be obtained at the Cranford
Library Reference Desk. Cranford
High School students can also pick
up appications in the guidance office.
The deadline for submission is
Monday, April 9. Applications
should be mailed to: CWC, P.O.
Box 403, Cranford, N.J. 07016.

I expected more from director
Ava DuVernay’s A Wrinkle in Time,
an adaptation of Madeleine
L’Engle’s 1962, adventure-fantasy
novel. The book has been touted by
a couple generations of youngsters,
including my own moppet, Erin,
who in retrospect adds that the
freaky ideas were also a bit terrifying to a nine-year-old who hadn’t to
date “given that acid trip-type stuff
much thought.” Well, that’s gratifying. But in any case, I saw my critiquing mission as a sort of command performance and wanted to
bring news of a nostalgic, era-capturing event.
Alas, ‘twas not to be, and while
I’m only the messenger, I somehow
feel a bit of a failure. Oh, it’s not
quite as bad as promising a puppy
that never materializes or skipping
a dance recital…Heaven forbid,
which is probably where Muffin,
the delivered Yorkie, is now dining
on slippers Provençale. The sad fact
is that L’Engle’s once cutting edge
fable, a moralistic, science-oriented
vision of dimensions beyond Way
Out, isn’t stirringly transported into
our CGI-laden, take-it-for-granted
world of wholesale psychedelia.
Still, there’s no devaluing the
highminded aspirations of this story
about a dad who goes missing whilst
looking for other worlds and the
valiant daughter hell-bent on finding
and bringing him back to terra firma.
Ethical pronouncements spill from
its seams, which would seem a bit
much in more virtuous times. However, with the land currently awash
in bad behavior and a tacitly official
policy of amorality suggesting that
not only shouldn’t one give a sucker
an even break, but that it is meritorious to outright swindle him, the more
goody-two-shoes stuff the better.
This extra-added added dollop of
what it takes to be a mensch is all
about bravery, self-esteem, good
citizenship and caring for your fellow human beings not because it
makes good copy, but because that’s
what the gregarious nature of our
species requires. It keeps us from
slipping back into the muck and
mire of might makes right. Meg
Murry, the teen heroine here, epitomizes those qualities.
Played with likable credibility by
Storm Reid, Meg is the Jeanne d’Arc
of her peer group, commissioned by
the author not only to be a devoted
daughter, but to serve as a model of
female empowerment and, while
she’s at it, show how to invalidate
the mean girl who’s been bullying
her. Again, it’s another important
national issue addressed by the arts
if not by those we’ve elected to do
so. It’s praiseworthy in that light,
which makes the critic feel like a bit
of an ogre for nonetheless submitting a negative appraisal.
In defense, you can’t give the
heart surgeon who repeatedly leaves
instruments in his patients a pass
just because he always brings donuts to the operating room. The art
of teaching life’s lessons to children through film requires much
more than an iteration of what good
parents and dedicated teachers
should be inculcating ad nauseam.
Kids prefer to get their attitudes
from colleagues and infatuating
media creations that make it feel as
if the ideas are their own. Pretty as
it is, “A Wrinkle in Time” is anything but subtle.
Making things tougher, I also feel
like I’m letting Oprah down. She
valorously tries to channel her humanitarian conviction into the role
of Mrs. Which, an honest, female
antithesis of Frank Morgan’s Wizard of Oz. However, the obviously
heartfelt portrayal comes off more

Marketing is
the New Black
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Sweet
Sixteen
Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!
THE JAMES WARD MANSION
8JUIPOFFWFOUBUBUJNFBOEPOFFWFOUBEBZ 
“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”JTBOPČFSZPVDBOOPUSFGVTF

ćF+BNFT8BSE.BOTJPOt&BTU#SPBE4USFFUt8FTUĕFME /+tt

www.jameswardmansion.com

preachy than life changing. Reese
Witherspoon and Mindy Kaling as
her supernatural acolytes, Mrs.
Whatsit and Mrs. Who, respectively,
are equally ineffective.
Insofar as the plot itself, the
screenplay adapted by Jennifer Lee
and Jeff Stockwell, though afforded
all the galaxies to explore, charts a
neo-”Alice in Wonderland,” followthe-dots style that, perhaps for fear
of being untrue to the source material, fails to color outside the lines.
We hopscotch from dimension to
dimension, predictably alternating
encounters…good guys, bad guys,
good guys, ad infinitum.
While Meg faces these outside
challenges with true believer alacrity, the sudden bodysnatching by
evil forces of her genius younger
brother, Charles Wallace (Deric
McCabe), a precociously annoying
tyke, adds internal strife to the mix.
Rounding out the troika of space
and time travelers is Levi Miller’s
Calvin, Meg’s schoolmate who, providing the example that there’s good
folks of every stripe, is the popular
boy smitten with our heroic nonconformist.
So all the elements are there. But
while not as bad, let us say, as a
botched attempt by Scotty to beam
you up, wherein your atoms and
molecules are unable to reunify, the
inability of all these positive particles to coalesce leaves parents in a
quandary: to take or not to take
Scarlett and Logan to see A Wrinkle
in Time? Of course if the urchins
insist, simply look at it as another
dance recital.
***
A Wrinkle in Time, rated PG, is a
Walt Disney Pictures release directed by Ava DuVernay and stars
Storm Reid, Oprah Winfrey and
Reese Witherspoon. Running time:
109 minutes.

TROUBLE IN RIVER CITY...The Music Man, starring Ava Ferentinos and
Matthew Zatorsky will be performed at Hillside Avenue School on Friday, March
23 at 7 p.m. and Saturday, March 24 at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.

Play Reading Planned
At Cranford Library
CRANFORD —The Theater
Project will present a staged, scriptin-hand reading of Leap of Faith, an
original play by Stephanie Griffin,
on Saturday, April 7 at 2:00 p.m. in
the Cranford Community Center.
Ms. Griffin, a member of the Theater Project’s playwrights group and
the Dramatists Guild, is an award-

Spring Improv Classes
Enrolling at Dreamcatcher
SUMMIT – Dreamcatcher Repertory Theatre, professional Theatre in
Residence at the Oakes Center in Summit, will offer an Open Level Improv
class for adults and teens beginning
Saturday, April 7.
Improv expert Lulu French will
teach the six-week Improv Comedy
for Teens and Adults class. Open to
both students who have taken Lulu’s
Level One class and beginners, the
class runs from April 7 through May
12 on Saturdays from 12 p.m. to 2
p.m. at MONDO, 426 Springfield
Avenue in Summit. Enrollment is also

open for the Summer sessions, when
both Level One and Level Two will
be offered.
Improv is a valuable skill for countless situations such as public speaking, auditions and job interviews as
well. The cost for the class (six weeks)
is $210.
To register for the class or for information on any of Dreamcatcher Repertory Theatre's programs, please visit
www.dreamcatcherrep.org or contact
Dreamcatcher Repertory Theatre at
The Oakes Center, 120 Morris Avenue, Summit, (908) 514-9654.

winning playwright and screenwriter whose work has been performed in many theaters in the New
York metropolitan area. The
Cranford Community Center is located at 220 Walnut Avenue.
Headquartered at the Burgdorff
Center in Maplewood, The Theater
Project is an acclaimed professional
theater group and the winner of two
New Jersey Tony Awards. The program is sponsored by the Friends of
the Cranford Public Library. Admission is free and all are welcome.
For information about the Cranford
Public Library, the Friends of the
Cranford Public Library, and other
upcoming events, visit the Cranford
Public
Library
page
at
cranfordlibrary.org. For information
about The Theater Project, visit their
page at thetheaterproject.org.
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Triple Threats in Westfield HS
Production of Follies Shine
By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY

Courtesy of Elisabeth Lynch Photography

NO ROSE CAN COMPARE...After being serenaded with the song “Beautiful Girls” by the tenor Roscoe (Matt Siroty),
former headliners and chorus girls of the Weissman Follies line up for their bow. Last weekend’s production showcased
talented performers from the Westfield High School Theatre Department who wowed the audiences.

Oratorio Singers Weave Together
Centuries Of Music at Concert
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – On Sunday, the
Oratorio Singers performed their annual concert led by music director
Trent Johnson. The performance took
place at First United Methodist
Church. The performed works included Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart,
Ludwig van Beethoven, and Aaron
Copland ranging several centuries
apart enabling an eclectic feel.
The concert also featured the first
ever performance of “Wittenberg –
The Story of Martin Luther” for narrator, soeloists, chorus, and orchestra
written by the Oratorio Singers’ own
Trent Johnson. The piece was created
to provide relevant commentary on

western civilization; where we are
and where we are going. Last year,
was the 500th anniversary of Martin
Luther’s protestant reformation. The
piece was not meant as much for
religious commentary as it is was
directed towards modern societal
commentary and its historical relevance. Martin Luther was a man
whose actions helped guide individual
freedom. The very word protest was
erected from his actions and the “protest, prostenance, or protestant reformation,” stated director Trent
Johnson.
Mr. Johnson told the audience that
Luther’s trials were no ordinary trials
as what he did could have had him
burned at the stake. His trials are

significant to the social change we
are seeing in the 21st century. The
piece dictates a story of David and
Goliath, one man with beliefs against
the system oppressing his individual
freedoms.
Also performed were Aaron
Copeland’s OldAmerican Songs, composed in the 1900s. The five songs
performed were The Boatman’s Dance,
The Dodger, Long Time Ago, Simple
Gifts, and I Bought Me a Cat.
Copeland’s work is significant to
American history during the pioneer
landscape heard through slowly
changing harmonies constantly revolving throughout. Each sound
guides the listener down a unique
path.

The legendary song “Broadway Baby”
is belted lustily by Hattie (Abigail
Connolly) to thunderous applause.
On come the tap shoes and a wonderfully exuberant Stella (Abby
Rothenberg) elicits the help of the
other girls to help her sing and dance,
“Who’s that Woman?”, an upbeat tune
about Stella looking in the mirror and
not recognizing who she sees.
Following Stella’s number, Carlotta
(Margaret Bergin), in a red-hot sequined
dress, sings her saga of surviving through
the years with drugs and booze in, “I’m
Still Here.” A regular show-stopping
number, it lived up to its name. Under
the measured baton of John Brzozowski,
the amazing orchestra, comprised of
thirteen teens and thirteen adults, started
softly and built to a full throttle crescendo to Carlotta’s assertion that nothing in life will keep her down.
On this night of reunion when booze
is plentiful, and the emotions are skimming the surface for the two couples,
they cling to old dreams. Songs of
longing and self-delusion are found in
poignant ballads by the main charac-

ing in that song and for creating the
monumental ensemble numbers.
“Loveland” was a diversion from
WESTFIELD
–
Stephen
the somber backdrop of Act 1 as the
Sondheim’s shows have adult themes,
darkness of the decaying theater
intricate, challenging musical harmobloomed into a colorful fantasyland
nies and complex characters. So why
representing idealized love. (Impreswould director Daniel Devlin select
sive sets were designed and built by
such a daunting musical for the
Roy Chambers and his students.)
Westfield High School (WHS) TheThe solo “Buddy’s Blues” gives a
atre Department’s spring musical?
visualization of the push-pull he feels
Well, he knew he had a multitude of
for his wife versus his mistress. Sally’s
triple threat performers - those who
haunting “Losing My Mind” glimpses
can act, sing and dance - and he wanted
why she’s been obsessed by Ben all
to showcase them all. And last weeknight. Ms. Shakal’s high notes were
end the WHS stage was resplendent
crystal clear in that dramatic ballad.
with that talent.
Kudos, also, to Ms. Zimmerman who
In Follies, with lyrics and songs by
displayed a phenomenal vocal and emoStephen Sondheim and book by James
tional range as Phyllis in the wry, “Could
Goldman, the story hinges on one night
I Leave You?” Backed up by decked
of reunion. The setting is the decrepit
out male (and female) dancers, her fullbut iconic Weismann Theater in New
out rendition in “The Story of Lucy and
York City that is ready to be demolJessie” displayed her dance expertise.
ished. Former dancers and performers
In “Live, Laugh, Love” and
gather to reminisce and catch up on
“Chaos”, the ensemble of top-notch
the last three decades. Two couples –
performers surrounded Ben with fun
Phyllis (Kimberly Zimmerman) and
and gaiety. This frivolity triggers a
Ben (Matt Meixner) and Sally (Emma
breakdown for him. The realism porShakal) and Buddy (Julian Mazzola)
trayed by Mr. Meixner was
were always together
such that audience members
when the girls were in the
looked at each other wonderFollies. But World War I
ing if the teenager was fumand decades of life interbling for the words to the song.
vened and the now marThe realization of truth washed
ried couples haven’t reover them slowly as they
connected until this night.
watched the physical and emoBefore the couples work
tional crumbling of a man who,
out their baggage issues
in the eyes of the world, has
at the reunion, some of
everything, but ends up alone
the former stars perform.
in a heap on the floor.
Ten former beauties deThe only disappointment of
scend the staircase to the
the magical performance on
mellifluous tenor voice of
Saturday night was a microRoscoe (Matt Siroty) serphone failure of the character
enading them to “BeautiCourtesy of Elisabeth Lynch Photography
ful Girls.” They model A FOURSOME REUNITES...Bringing up old dreams and Heidi, played admirably by
dresses, gowns or pant aspirations proves heartbreaking for the lead characters in Olivia Ebel. Her character has
suits that reflect their era, Follies. Sally (Emma Shakal), Buddy (Julian Mazzola), Phyllis a beautiful operatic solo, “One
(gorgeous costuming (Kimberly Zimmerman) and Ben (Matt Meixner) learn about More Kiss,” that morphs into a
throughout by Christine themselves and their spouses at the 30-year reunion of the duet with her young self, sung
superbly by Nicole Player. We
Hahn and the student cos- Weissman chorus girls.
could barely hear Ms. Ebel’s
tume crew.) At the nostalters. They are juxtaposed with the idepart of the duet due to the lush orchesgic soiree, these faded glamour girls
alistic “You’re Gonna Love Tomortration. Bravely, she carried on projectreminisce, and not only speak of the
row”/ “Love Will See Us Through”
ing as best should could.
past wistfully, but perform the musiplayed delightfully by the energetic
And that’s what a theatrical team of
cal numbers which made them famous.
young counterparts Charlotte Founperformers is supposed to do. Carry
While they are enlivened by their
tain-Jardim, Alexandra Sica, Anthony
on. At the end of the show, the crew
memories, their haunting, youthful
Butera, and Noah Plotkin.
came flooding out to join the cast
ghosts are seen gliding across the stage
Act II gives more psychological inonstage and the teenage orchestra
in the shadows.
sight into what’s going on in the minds
members stood to be recognized for a
The song “Montage” features three
of the four main characters. “The Right
final bow. It was a visualization of the
separate numbers that conclude with
Girl” sung by Buddy with mimed accamaraderie and sense of teamwork
an overlapping of all three songs. Emily
tions and dance moves by his younger
that was built through this production.
(Lauren Singer) and Theodore
self, Anthony Butera, showcases Julian
Westfield High School Theatre De(Vincent Mora) do some fabulous
Mazzola’s triple threat status. Brava
partment, under the direction of the
fancy footwork in “Rain on the Roof”
to choreographer Samantha Simpson
master director Daniel Devlin, has prowhile French Solange (Emma Herber)
for her departure from traditional stagduced another Sondheim hit.
sings praises to her city in, “Ah, Paris.”
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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BENCIVENGA (145-LBS)& SCHORK (1ST UCT AT 220-LBS) PUNCH TICKETS TO ATLANTIC CITY

Cougar Matmen Won UCT, Second in Section, Finish 14-7
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Very few may have expected
the Cranford High School wrestling team to have much of an
impact in Union County this year
since graduating five NJSIAA
qualifiers and five 100+ career
victory athletes, except maybe
the Cougars themselves. But the
Cougars fooled many by claiming
their fourth straight Union County
Tournament (UCT) crown and
placing second in the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 Tournament to finish with a 14-7 record.
In the UCT, the Cougars nipped
a very tough Roselle Park team
by two points, 187-185, to seize
the title with Rahway and
Westfield placing third and fourth,
respectively. Interestingly, the
Panthers claimed four individual

champs and the Cougars had
only one with junior Rob Schork
at 220-lbs. But the Cougars had
11 Top-5 placements, including
junior Matt Savino, who placed
third at 285-lbs to carry them
over the top.
After placing fourth at the
Tunkhannock Holiday Tournament (THT) in Pa. that featured
26 teams held between Christmas and New Years, the Cougars
recorded key victories against
Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF),
44-21, Wall Township, 46-26,
Cedar Grove, 49-27, Governor
Livingston, 60-14, and West
Essex, 52-16, in the sectional
semifinals. The Cougars lost to
High Point, 42-24, Phillipsburg,
52-18, Roselle Park, 33-25,
Rahway, 32-24, and Westfield,
43-18, before losing 33-27 to

Senior Dylan Budnik

Ballyhoo
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Voorhees for the sectional title.
“This season we had a lot of
spots to fill after graduating so
many, and along the way the
new faces were replaced by other
new faces due to injury or illness.
Having the depth that we had,
we were able to win a fourth
County title and fight our way to
the Section finals as the one
seed. Throughout the season
there would be 14 wrestlers who
took the Varsity mat for the first
time and three of these guys
would punch their way into the
Region bracket,” Cougar Head
Coach Pat Gorman pointed out.
Dylan Budnik, a four-year varsity letter winner and the only
senior regularly in the lineup,
placed sixth at the THT and took
second in the UCT at 195-lbs,
losing only to SPF’s Sam
Wustefeld, who placed second at
the NJSIAA Tournament in Atlantic City (AC). Budnik took second in the district and placed fifth
in Region IV to finish 28-11. Last
year Budnik took third in the UCT
and second in the district to finish 23-13 at 195-lbs.
In his first year at varsity,
Schork placed fourth in the THT,
then after winning the UCT 220lb title, he placed second in the
region to qualify for AC where he
wrestled two bouts and finished
with a 25-9 record.
Junior AJ Bencivenga, who was
used at various weight classes
last year for team purposes,
placed fourth at the THT at 145lbs, then placed third in the UCT
at 152-lbs. Back at 145-lbs,
Bencivenga placed third in the
district then won his final three
bouts to grab third at the regions
to qualify for the NJSIAA Tournament. At AC, after dropping his

l'ennemi du journaliste

first bout, he did it again by
rolling off three straight victories
before losing in the fourth round
wrestlebacks to finish 33-9. Last
year, Bencivenga placed third in
the UCT at 145-lbs.
Several Cougars had their season cut short due to injury or
illness. Savino, who took third at
the UCT at 285-lbs and finished
13-11, was unable to compete in
the districts after getting a gash
on his lip during the section championship bout against Voorhees.
Junior Conor Halpin, who finished 14-13, placed sixth in the
THT and second in the UCT at
138-lbs and missed the second
half of the season as did freshman Luke DiGiovanni, who placed
second in the THT and second in
the UCT at 126-lbs, finishing 197. Junior Dean Smith took sixth
in the THT and third in the UCT at
132-lbs and finished 16-8.
Junior Zach Blevins placed third
in the district at 182-lbs and
finished 13-15. Sophomore Kyell
Roper, who placed fourth in the
UCT at 160-lbs and third in the

district at 152-lbs, finished 1813. Sophomore Pat Kalnins
placed fourth in the UCT and
third in the district at 120-lbs to
finish 16-15. Max Nock competed
at 145-lbs and finished 8-6. Will
Fernandez placed fifth in the UCT
and third in the district at 113lbs to finish 15-12. Sophomore
Justin Alpaugh-McLean competed
at 170-lbs and 160-lbs and finished 10-5, junior Matt Doran
(10-7) competed at 160-lbs and
freshman Jimmy Gluck competed
at 106-lbs and finished 15-11.
“When the backup at any weight
can fill the shoes of a starter and
we continue to compete and get
team victories, that says a lot
about the program and how we
train. It happened a lot this year
and I think it surprised a lot of
teams, I am very proud of the
way we competed this year and
the entire team effort that was
put forth from all of my guys. I
am excited for a big off season
and look forward to improving on
this year’s accomplishments next
winter,” Coach Gorman said.

Junior Rob Schork
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Cranford BOE Proposes
$67 Mil. School Budget
By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The board of education approved the proposed
2018-2019 school budget in the
amount of $67,476,691 for submission to the executive county
superintendent of schools at
Monday’s open work session
meeting. Of that amount,
$57,690,552 will be raised in
taxes, and $852,657 will be included to fund debt service.
Business Administrator and
Board Secretary Robert J.
Carfagno presented the board
with a break-down of the budget. The proposed budget is at a
3.37-percent increase over the
2017-2018 budget, which totaled
$63,861,157. The total tax increase on the average Cranford
home will be $202.06. Overall
the proposed school tax levy is
going up around $2.4 million.

One part of that increase can
be attributed to the adjustment
for increased costs of health benefits in the amount of $1,109,346,
he said. Another cause for an
increase in the budget is greater
costs for special education, which
include out-of-district placement
costs, transportation and programs like the Work Readiness
Academy Program.
“With these costs going up,
we’re really backed into a corner,” Mr. Carfagno told the board.
“What we try to do to start is to
maintain our current programs
and enhance our current programs,” Mr. Carfagno told the
board.
“I want to keep class sizes the
same,” Mr. Carfagno further commented.
Salaries and benefits make up
the largest portion of the general
fund budget, 84.14 percent of

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader

LUCK OF THE IRISH...Kilkenny House in Cranford was packed for St.
Patrick’s Day on Saturday as evidenced by these folks who dressed accordingly.

the operating budget, at a cost of
$55,072,224.
Security issues were addressed
related to the budget as Mr.
Carfagno relayed that additional
funds in the amount of $187,301
coming from state aid will be
allotted for security and wellness
issues in the district.
The majority of this money will
go towards hiring a district coordinator for culture and climate
who can “focus on enhancing the
wellness practices throughout our
community” and towards security upgrades and enhancements,
according to Superintendent of
Schools Scott Rubin, Ed.D.
Mr. Rubin told the board,
“Safety is always going to be our
number-one priority.”
Cranford resident Bill Lapenta
inquired about the security audit
that will take place in the district.
Mr. Rubin made clear that the
audit would begin soon and would
involve the state coming in, in
partnership with the Cranford Police Department, over the course
of different days to visit the schools.
Mr. Rubin said the audit would
provide informal feedback right
away, followed by a formal report to help the district make
security changes as needed.
In other news connected to security issues in the district, 11
faculty members were approved
as site supervisors for security at
Orange Avenue School and Hillside Avenue School for performing arts events during the 20172018 school year.
The next board of education
meeting is scheduled for Monday, March 26, at 7:30 p.m.
Additionally, the board will hold
the public hearing on the budget
in the board room at Lincoln
School at 7 p.m. on Monday,
April 30.

Courtesy of Karen Lukacovic

TEAM SPIRIT...Garwood Lincoln School teacher Karen Lukacovic was recognized with six students as YWCA: Health Bee Winners for “Most Team Spirit.”
United Health Care hosted the event, awarding $250 to the Health Bee Team to
bring back to Lincoln for their team spirit. The Health Bee Team included
Lincoln School students Sophia Malcolm, Priscilla Nieves, Gabriel Snedeker,
Carina Hechevarria, Catherine Dustin, and Mackenzie Cruz.

Garwood Planning Bd. OKs
Wendy’s at North Ave. Site
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Last Wednesday
the Garwood Planning Board
unanimously approved Princeton
Food Service LLC (Wendy’s) to
open an establishment at 257
North Avenue, the former site of
a Burger King restaurant. The
applicant was approved for a use
variance modification of a preexisting, non-conforming drivethrough together with site-plan
approval for a Wendy’s.
Construction is projected to
commence this May with an August finish date, stated Wendy’s
regional construction manager
Ken Shaw. The restaurant is proposed to be open in August, Mr.
Shaw said.

Mr. Shaw stated that commuter
parking spaces are not planned
for designation in the Wendy’s
parking lot. He said the applicant
will not propose the approval
agreement be contingent on designating commuter parking
spaces.
“We’re here to sell burgers,”
said Mr. Shaw.
The applicant’s assumption is
the parking creates an unwanted
liability, stated Mr. Shaw. He said
he would leave the final decision
up to the franchise owner.
“So you’re not shutting the
door?” asked planning board
member Bill Nierstedt.
Mr. Nierstedt stated that he
would like to see the franchisee
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Garwood Bd. OKs Wendy’s Site
allow commuter parking and
would like to continue the discussion lines between the board
and the applicant.
“We’re not there yet,” said Mr.
Shaw, referring to a final decision on whether commuter parking would be desirable for the
applicant’s parking lot.
The parking lot will continue to
have 50 parking spaces, stated
professional planner Meghan
Hunscher. Ms. Hunscher is employed by Artemis Planning, LLC,
and provided testimony on the
applicant’s behalf.
The establishment’s dining
room will operate, Sunday
through Thursday, from 10 a.m.
to 10 p.m., with the drive-in
staying open until 1 a.m. On
Friday and Saturday, the dining
room will be open 10 a.m. to 11
p.m., with the drive-through operating until 2 a.m.
Demand will determine the
drive-through operational hours
in the long run, stated Mr. Shaw.
The drive-through will never be
open later than the times provided on any given day, stated
Mr. Shaw. Often when an establishment does not see immense
customer volume during later
hours, the drive-through will be-

gin closing earlier, stated Mr.
Shaw.
The company will invest $1.5
million to revitalize (re-brand)
the location. The drive-through
will be re-constructed to bring
the driver closer to the building,
stated Mr. Shaw.
The building’s interior will be
altered or “gutted,” with everything being remodeled and
branded towards Wendy’s, stated
Mr. Shaw. The building’s four
walls will remain intact as renovations begin, Mr. Shaw said.
Old bushes and dead trees will
be removed, stated Mr. Shaw.
New landscaping will be included,
although neither specific depictions nor vegetation have been
decided upon, stated Mr. Shaw.
Ms. Hunscher said the development benefits the neighborhood
by utilizing the property in a
similar manner as it had been
beneficial before. The sign in the
building’s front will be brought
into compliance, Ms. Hunscher
said.
The previous Burger King approved sign was actually not compliant, stated Mr. Nierstedt.
Wendy’s monument sign will
measure six feet by five feet,
stated Mr. Shaw.

CWC Currently Accepting
Scholarship Applications
CRANFORD – The Cranford
Woman’s Club (CWC) is currently
accepting applications for their
2018 Scholarship.
Cranford residents and graduating seniors who plan to continue
education at an accredited institute of higher learning, and who
has a demonstrated commitment
to community service are eligible.
An essay and at least one letter
of recommendation is required.
Details are in the application

which can be obtained at the
Cranford Library Reference Desk.
Cranford High School students
can also pick up appications in
the guidance office.
The deadline for submission is
Monday, April 9. Applications
should be mailed to: CWC, P.O.
Box 403, Cranford, N.J. 07016.
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By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Two separate
meetings were held for borough
residents seeking to ask questions about the 2018 municipal
budget. On Thursday evening,
the borough finance committee
held a Breaking Down the Budget: Chat with the Finance Committee. On Saturday, Councilman
Joseph Sarno hosted a Breakfast
and Budget Event where he answered answering resident questions while discussing an alternative perspective on the finance
committee proposed budget.
Ms. Todisco stated for the first
time in 17 years there will be no
municipal tax increase. In the
2018 budget, she said additional
services have been accounted
for including a parking enforcement officer and property maintenance office.
“Our goal as always is to provide Garwood residents with the
best possible services at the best
possible price,” Ms. Todisco said.
The finance committee cut
$156,000 in expenses from the
administrative budget “presented
in the onset,” stated Ms. Todisco.
“Reductions were made in legal, police as well as streets and
roads, salaries and wages, as
well as other expenses (including shade tree, retirement and
sick leave, and much more),”
said Ms. Todisco.
The finance committee is comprised of Chairwoman Todisco,
and Council President Jennifer
Blumenstock and Councilwoman
Ileen Cuccaro. The committee’s
PowerPoint presentation outlined
the budget process, provided a
“tax bill breakdown” while addressing major budget topics,
budget highlights, and capital
requests. Fiscal overviews and
responsibilities for several departments including the police

department, fire department,
planning board and Department
of Public Works were discussed.
According to the 2017 tax levy
on Garwood residents, the municipal budget was 33.7 percent
of the total tax levy or
$6,083,497. The school budget
receives 44.9 percent of each tax
dollar in the borough, the county
receives 19.6 percent, with the
Garwood Public Library accounting for 1.2 percent of each dollar.
Councilman Sarno stated at his
event that one-time revenue
sources accounted for enough
surplus to facilitate “the zeroincrease year.” The revenue
sources include $75,000 in fees
from the South Avenue Russo I
development of 298 housing
units, and $45,000 in federal
funds from Hurricane Sandy
which occurred in 2012.
Mr. Sarno said he is proposing a
$30-per house tax increase for the
average assessed home. “However, it would place the borough in
a better place financially and help
us go into the future where I can
anticipate a tax reduction in the
first year of Russo I redevelopment alone,” Mr. Sarno said.
Mr. Sarno said he wanted to
acknowledge the proposed 2018
budget’s pitfalls and how (council) would be fiscally “kicking the
can down the road” for borough
residents to pay more long-term.
Mr. Sarno said the spending
plan would lower the borough’s
total costs per department and
reduce the municipal debt interest obligations and principal owed.
“We’re not even placing any money
in this budget to cover the $113,000
(borough-wide tax) revaluation; talk
about kicking the can down the
road,” Mr. Sarno said.
He said a revaluation of borough homes must be completed
by 2020 as per state regulations.
“We should start budgeting and

paying now (20 percent) so we
don’t get clobbered next year in
a tax hike,” said Mr. Sarno, proposing budgeting $23,000 per
year to pay revaluation costs off
in five years.
Mr. Sarno said the capital expenditures proposed will cost the
borough $330,000. He said under state law the borough must
pay 5 percent upfront for any
capital project. The money is often paid from the capital improvement fund, explained Mr. Sarno.
“So in this case this would
amount to $17,500. In our budget, we’re only placing $15,000
back into the capital improvement fund,” Mr. Sarno said.
The capital improvement fund
balance has been reduced from
$200,000 10 years ago to
$124,000 today, Mr. Sarno said.
“The more we can put down on
debt (now) the less debt we will
have in the future,” said Mr.
Sarno, who stated used vehicles
cannot be purchased on “borrowed money or bonded money.”
“Maybe the Mason dump truck,
HVAC, or police vehicle should
wait a year,” said Mr. Sarno in
advocating for decreasing capital spending in the upcoming
budget year.
The borough’s garbage collection being privatized versus pubCONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — Lincoln School
music teacher Marguerite Modero
was honored at the Commission
on the Status of Women’s 26th
Annual Women of Excellence
Awards Dinner on Friday night.
Ms. Modero received an award
for her commitment to special
needs advocacy. Ms. Modero
volunteers her time to Community Access Unlimited, an organization which serves people with
disabilities.
“Ms. Modero continued to champion and advocate for the special
needs community,” said Union
County Commission on the Status of Women Chairwoman and
Garwood Councilwoman Sara
Todisco.
Ms. Modero developed the
group’s Community Players (acting and performance group),
starting an annual musical tradition. The Community Players
performed two musicals including, Seussical and Beauty and
the Beast. Ms. Modero pioneered
the ACE Program sponsored by
Community Access Unlimited.
The ACE Program is purposed
to help members learn trades
and different skills to help them
in their life’s endeavors. Ms.
Modero started the Community
Access Unlimited Rock Band and
performed at Kean University.
As well, the band collaborated
with Kean University students.
“When she retired from the
Garwood school district everyone knew she would stay busy,
she assured us of that,” Ms.
Todisco said.
Ms. Modero taught kindergarten through 8th grade music for
over 35 years, stated Ms. Todisco.
During her tenure, Ms. Modero,
directed 29 eighth-grade musicals and “countless concerts,”
stated Ms. Todisco.

Ms. Modero was named outstanding educator as part of the
Governor’s Teacher Recognition
Program in 1992. In addition,
she received the 2010 Master
Music Educator Award and
Governor’s Award for Excellence
in the Arts Education.
Ms. Modero was one of 10
women who were selected for
demonstrating major contributions to various areas.
The other award winners are:
Malathi Narayan Ananthakrishnan
of New Providence, Arts in Education; Ludovina Archeval, Holy
Redemer Home Care of Elizabeth,
Health/Medicine;
Brooke
Campbell of Cranford, Children’s
Advocacy; Maria Carvalho of Elizabeth, Youth Advocacy; Councilwoman Rose Checchio of Scotch
Plains, Government; Candyce
Mayers of Linden, Women’s Advocacy; Marguerite Modero of
Roselle Park, Special Needs Advocacy; Donna Puzella of Summit, Business Leadership, Patricia
Roman of Clark, Volunteerism,

and Margaret Salisbury of Union,
Lifetime Achievement.
“As you can see, these 10
women have left their mark on
all aspects of community, from
business to volunteer service to
government to law enforcement,
and much more,” Ms. Todisco
said in her opening speech.
The commission has been active for over 40 years in Union
County. The commission is
“charged with studying and making recommendations to promote
programs” to educate women and
provide opportunities and services that meet their needs and
interests, stated Ms. Todisco.
Carol Ann Lombardo and Councilwoman Jennifer Blumenstock
of Garwood are commission
members, participating in the
selection process.
Women were honored for business leadership, children’s advocacy, youth advocacy, government, women’s advocacy,
volunteerism, arts and education, and health and medicine.

Todisco, Sarno Discuss Budget
lic works collection, as is currently done, is an idea “worth
further investigating,” Mr. Sarno
said. He said the privatization
would be a possible cost-saver
with the borough paying for the
privatization, not the resident.
He said he would like to see strategies developed to reduce library,
borough employee salary and pension costs. Mr. Sarno said entering
shared-service agreements, reducing full-time workers, and increasing part-time workers would
reduce wage costs.
Councilman Richard McCormack
said he was apprehensive with
entering shared-service agreements blindly or for too many

services.
“At what point do you dissolve the
Borough of Garwood?” Mr.
McCormack questioned.
Mr. Sarno said it would be difficult
to control or reduce the $63,615
spent for the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority.
“To control these costs, testing
would have to be undertaken to
ensure meters are accurate and if
not, we would have to make enhancements so our infiltration levels were reduced, increasing efficiency,” Mr. Sarno said.
“We should be setting up models
on how the money will be spent.
This will help future councils,” Mr.
Sarno said.

Sports, Humor and Commentary

RECOGNIZED FOR ACHIEVEMENTS...Lincoln School music teacher Marguerite Modero, center, was honored at the Commission on the Status of
Women’s 26th Annual Women of Excellence Awards Dinner on Friday night.
Also pictured are Garwood Councilwomen Jennifer Blumenstock, left, and Sara
Todisco. Ms. Todisco served as this year’s chairwoman of the Union County
Commission on the Status of Womenn.

Local Students Named to
Gettysburg Dean's List
GETTYSBURG,
Penn.
–
Gettysburg College students take
pride in their work, and we are
likewise proud to announce their
recent academic achievements.
Students whose semester averages were 3.6 or above were
recently placed on the Dean's
Honor List.
The following local students
have been awarded this outstanding academic achievement
in the Fall 2017 semester:
Alyssa Beyer of Garwood, Class
of 2019; David DeBole of
Cranford, Class of 2020; Colin
Dursee of Westfield, Class of

2019; Elizabeth Fox of Westfield,
Class of 2018; Elizabeth Gately of
Westfield, Class of 2021; and Carly
Kalis of Westfield, Class of 2019.
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JOIN US...The Reverend Andy Kruger, Priest-in-Charge, invites the community to share Holy Week and Easter services with the congregation of the Trinity
Episcopal Church in Cranford.

Trinity Invites Community
For Holy Week Services
CRANFORD — The Trinity Episcopal Church, located at 119 Forest Avenue, Cranford, invites
everyone to celebrate Holy Week
and Easter with the Trinity congregation.
“Join us to feel the Grace of God
throughout this exceptional week
beginning with Jesus’ triumphant
entrance into Jerusalem on Palm/
Passion Sunday, the contemplative Taize service on Monday,
see the origins of the Eucharist at
the Last Supper service on
Maundy Thursday, witness the
light seemingly begin to fade at
the service of Tenebrae on Good
Friday, light the Paschal Fire on
Saturday...All culminating with
the joyful celebration of the Res-

urrection of our Lord on Easter
Sunday,” said the Reverend Andy
Kruger, Trinity’s Priest-inCharge.
The Holy week schedule at Trinity is as follows:
Sunday, March 25, Palm/Passion Holy Eucharist — 8 a.m. and
10 a.m.
Monday, March 26, Taize Service – 7:30 p.m.
Maundy Thursday, March 29,
Holy Eucharist with Handwashing
and Vigil – 7:30 p.m.
Good Friday, March 30,
Tenebrae Service — 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, March 31, Easter Vigil
— 8 p.m.
Sunday, April 1, Easter Sunday
Eucharist — 10 a.m.

Ballyhoo
CRANFORD
Wednesday,
March
14,
Shannen Garbiras, 19, of Roselle
Park was arrested and charged
with possession of marijuana of
under 50 grams, possession of
drug paraphernalia. The arrest
was the result of motor vehicle
stop of a 2000 Toyota at the
intersection of North Avenue East
and Elizabeth Avenue for a view
obstruction. Garbiras was processed and released pending a
municipal court appearance date.
Additionally, she was issued
motor vehicle summonses for a
view obstruction and possession
of a controlled dangerous substance in a motor vehicle.
Thursday, March 16, Darrell
Robinson, 60, Irvington was arrested and charged with Driving
While Intoxicated (D.W.I.) after
police responded to a two-car
motor vehicle crash near the 300
block of Centennial Avenue.
Robinson was processed and released to a responsible adult with
a pending municipal court appearance date. Additionally, he
was charged with careless driving, failure to keep right, failure
to maintain his lane, and delaying traffic.
Saturday, March 17, Donald
Williams, 61, of Irvington was
arrested and charged with possession of a controlled dangerous substance and possession
of drug paraphernalia after police stopped a 2002 Chevrolet at
the intersection of North Avenue East and the Garden State
Parkway 137 Exchange for a
seatbelt violation. Williams, a
passenger in the vehicle, was
charged for after suspected
crack-cocaine was found on him.
Williams was processed and provided with a Superior Court appearance date and turned over
to the Essex County Sheriff’s
Department after further investigation revealed he had multiple arrest warrants.
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Friends of Colin Egg Hunt
Is Saturday In Cranford
CRANFORD — The Friends of
Colin Easter Egg Hunt will have
its eighth run this Saturday,
March 24, at Hanson Park in
Cranford. The hunt will begin
promptly at 11 a.m., and families should arrive to register at
10 a.m., or by 10:30 a.m. if they
already purchased tickets online.
Signups can be done at
friendsofcolineasteregghunt.eventbrite.com.
Participants are advised to bring
their ticket for easier check-in.
The festivities also will feature
the return of the Easter Bunny,
as well as gift baskets, face painting and a bake sale. Entry fees
are $10 per child.
The Friends of Colin Maher Easter Egg Hunt was started by his
friends soon after his death. Colin
was 16 when he died of Ewing’s
sarcoma, a hard-to-treat bone
cancer. Since its inception, the
non-profit Friends of Colin has
worked to raise money to find a
cure for this particular cancer.
The Easter Egg Hunt is one of
the major events hosted by
Friends of Colin. In November,
the third annual Friends of Colin
Turkey Trot took place the day
after Thanksgiving at Cranford’s
Unami Park. That event raised
more than $9,000.
All proceeds from Friends of
Colin benefit the research of Dr.
Jeff Toretsky, a Georgetown University doctor working to cure
Ewing’s sarcoma. Dr. Toretsky’s
research is leading to some
promising therapies that are
going through further testing.
Friends of Colin expressed appreciation to all Turkey Trot racers and sponsors who helped
make the event successful, including its gold sponsor, Investors Bank, and silver sponsors,
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A La Mode Creamery, Craven
BBQ, Clif Bar, Premier Business
Solutions, Active Life Fitness,
Jungle Juice, Playa Bowl,
Infineum, and the Cranford Jaycees. The organization also
thanked its friends’ sponsors,
Mane Event, Garretson Financial, Diamond Gymnastics, The
Max, Martin Jewelers, Kilkenny
House, It’s All About the Mouse
Travel, Fire me up!, Trader Joe’s,
Rustic Mill, Vinny’s Pizza and
Pasta, Marino’s, KOA Crossfit,
Knights of Columbus, Red
Cadillac, Fresh Juicer Press and
Thinkdm2.
Friends of Colin also offered
special thanks to the Garwood
Police Department, Garwood
and Cranford First Aid Squads
and Garwood Mayor Charles
Lombardo. This year’s Turkey
Trot is set for Friday, November 23.

Bunny Breakfast Is
Set For Saturday

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Area Chamber of Commerce and
the Garlic Rose will host the Annual Breakfast with the Bunny
this Saturday, March 24. It will
take place at the Garlic Rose
Restaurant, located at 28 North
Avenue, West, in Cranford.
The breakfast will begin at 10
a.m. and the Easter Bunny will
arrive at 10:30 a.m. The cost of
the event is $12 for children and
$18 for adults. Each year this
event sells out, so early reservations are recommended and can
be made by calling (908) 2765749.
The Chamber thanks Arnold’s
Pest Control of Cranford for sponsoring this event. For further information, contact the Cranford
Area Chamber of Commerce at
(908)
272-6114
or
cranfordchamber@comcast.net.
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‘Tech For Seniors’
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We Announce Our Candidacies For
Garwood Mayor And Council
Elections are about choices. This
June, the Democratic voters of
Garwood will have a choice about
the leadership, the direction, and
the future of our town. We are
excited to announce our candidacies – Councilwoman Sara
Todisco is running for Mayor and
is joined by Michael Ince and
Sean Benoit who are running for
Council seats.
Garwood is at a watershed moment. In the next four years, our
town will need strong and active
leadership more than ever. Together, we will embark on a period of significant redevelopment
which will require active oversight of the demolition, construction, and occupancy phases. Additionally, for the first time in
more than 30 years, we will undergo a state-mandated revaluation of every property.
With these major events on the
horizon, Garwood needs a mayor
that will be a champion for the
residents; a person who meticulously combs through every detail and anticipates obstacles
while articulating these challenges every step of the way.
Council
President
Jen
Blumenstock is in complete support of the Todisco-Ince-Benoit
ticket. She stated, “I’ve seen
Councilwoman Todisco’s leadership on the Finance Committee
firsthand as she demonstrated
her energy, knowledge, and skills
when it came to the budget, which
resulted in a zero-dollar increase,
the first time this has occurred in
over 17 years. She also has taken
the lead in negotiating the terms
of the town’s redevelopment
projects and has fought hard for
the best deal possible for
Garwood.”
Councilman Marc Lazarow ech-

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Recreation and Parks Department
has announced that a new program for senior citizens will be
offered at the Cranford Community Center entitled “Tech for
Seniors.”
Participants will learn how to
use cell/smartphones, tablets
and computers. The class will
cover e-mailing/texting, social
media and other topics. Questions are welcome. Tablets will
be provided; however, participants are welcome to bring their
own devices.
Open to all Cranford seniors,
the class will be held on Monday
mornings, from 9 to 10 a.m.,
beginning April 9. Registration is
open at the Cranford Recreation
Department.
The Cranford Community Center is located at 220 Walnut Avenue. For further information,
call the Community Center at
(908) 709-7283.

oed his support and shared,
“Councilwoman Todisco has
demonstrated unsurpassed
leadership during and before my
time on Council that has contributed to the betterment of
Garwood and its residents. No
one works harder than Sara.
She’s someone that inspires
people to get involved, like she
did for me.”
Michael Ince is a retired FBI
Special Agent and former Clark
Police Officer. He expressed that
he is, “Eager to serve the people
of Garwood,” and has “had a
passion for this ever since I ran
for Sheriff in 2014, and I look
forward to spirited conversations
about the issues.”
Sean Benoit is an attorney who
advocates for children with disabilities. “I’m someone that gives
voices to the voiceless by proCranford Resident
fession, and I will do the same
for the residents, if so honored
Earns Dean’s List
to be elected to the Council.” He
NEWBURGH, N.Y. – The foladded, “My wife and I chose to
lowing New Jersey residents were
raise our son here and we want
recently honored by Mount Saint
nothing, but the best for the
Mary College in Newburgh, N.Y.,
future of Garwood.”
for making the Fall 2017 Dean’s
Our team is eager to lay out our
List.
vision and plan for how to move
Nearly 450 Mount students
Garwood forward in the right diearned a place on the list this
rection by involving its citizens,
semester, including Lyndsay
exercising fiscal responsibility,
Pace of Cranford.
and being a champion for
Garwood’s values.
Purchase College
Please follow us on Facebook at
“Dems4Garwood”
or
at
Tells Dean’s List
www.Dems4Garwood.com.
PURCHASE,
N.Y. – Purchase
Councilwoman Sara Todisco,
Mayoral Candidate (D) College has announced the
Michael Ince, Council Candidate (D) Dean’s List for the Fall 2017 seSean Benoit, Council Candidate (D) mester. Local students include:
Caroline Eimer of Cranford who
is studying Mathematics and
Computer Science.
Probitas Verus Honos
Devin Loh of Fanwood who is
studying Dance.

New Jersey
Sports, Humor and Commentary

YOU’VE GOTTA HAVE HEART...The Mustangs Works of Heart Club was
recently recognized by Garwood's mayor and council. The club is comprised of
third, fourth and fifth grade students attending Lincoln School in Garwood.
Under the direction of club advisor, Carol Del Conte, they created crafts for the
winter holidays and Valentines' Day as gifts for the Senior Citizens Club in
Garwood to let them know how much we appreciate them. The presentations
were so well received by the seniors, that the Mayor issued a commendation to
every member of the Mustangs Works of Heart Club in appreciation of their
community service to the Seniors of Garwood. Club members attended the
February 27 meeting of the mayor and council to receive their awards from the
Mayor Charles Lombardo and Councilwoman Jen Blumenstock.

Play Reading Planned
At Cranford Library
CRANFORD —The Theater
Project will present a staged,
script-in-hand reading of Leap
of Faith, an original play by
Stephanie Griffin, on Saturday, April 7 at 2:00 p.m. in the
Cranford Community Center.
Ms. Griffin, a member of the
Theater Project’s playwrights
group and the Dramatists
Guild, is an award-winning
playwright and screenwriter
whose work has been performed in many theaters in
the New York metropolitan
area. The Cranford Community Center is located at 220
Walnut Avenue.
Headquartered
at
the

Burgdorff
Center
in
Maplewood, The Theater
Project is an acclaimed professional theater group and the
winner of two New Jersey Tony
Awards. The program is sponsored by the Friends of the
Cranford Public Library. Admission is free and all are welcome. For information about
the Cranford Public Library, the
Friends of the Cranford Public
Library, and other upcoming
events, visit the Cranford Public
Library
page
at
cranfordlibrary.org. For information about The Theater
Project, visit their page at
thetheaterproject.org.

