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Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
ROUND TABLE ON SPECIAL NEEDS...Union County held a roundtable
meeting last week for the special needs community at the Cranford Community
Center. Pictured, from left to right, are: Union County Division of Outreach and
Advocacy Director Maureen Segale-Glenn; Freeholder Chairman Sergio
Granados; Trisha Yurochko, head coach of the Children’s Specialized Hospital
Paralympic Sports Club Children’s Lightning Wheels; Manuel Ramirez and
Nicole DeAugustine of the Union County of Office for People with Special Needs,
and Union County Department of Human Services Director Debbie-Ann Ander-
son. The roundtable meeting was facilitated by Ms. Yurochko as more than 40
participants discussed and assessed current programs and services offered to
individuals with special needs throughout Union County.

Crane’s Ford DAR Chapter
To Honor Joanne Rajoppi

CRANFORD — In conjunction
with the observance of March as
Women’s History Month, the
Crane’s Ford Daughters of the
American Revolution (DAR) chap-
ter will present Joanne Rajoppi,
Union County clerk, with the Na-
tional Society of the Daughters
of the American Revolution
“Women in American History”
award. The presentation will take
place this Saturday, March 10, at
noon, at the Cranford Commu-
nity Center, located at 220 Wal-
nut Avenue.

The “Women in American His-
tory” award, sponsored by the
National Society of the Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution
(NSDAR), is designed to recog-
nize worthy women and celebrate
their contribution to history, cul-
ture and society. Ms. Rajoppi
became the first woman to serve
as county clerk in the 154-year
history of Union County. She is a
former mayor of Springfield,
former Union County freeholder
and the first woman to chair the
freeholder board, as well as
former New Jersey assistant sec-
retary of state during the admin-
istration of late former Governor
Brendan Byrne. She also has been
an advocate for women running
for public office.

As an author, her 2013 book
“New Brunswick and the Civil
War: The Brunswick Boys in the
Great Rebellion” chronicled the
military service of her great-
grandfather during the Civil War,
based on the letters he wrote to
his family. She continued the
story with the Hamilton women
after the war, writing her most
recent book, “Northern Women
in the Aftermath of the Civil War:
The Wives and Daughters of the
Brunswick Boys.” This book was
published in 2017. Ms. Rajoppi
will present a PowerPoint pro-
gram on her most recent book

and copies of the book will be
available for purchase.

The public is invited to attend
the presentation with a recep-
tion to follow. The Crane’s Ford
chapter also will celebrate its
74th anniversary of being char-
tered on March 8, 1944.

The NSDAR is a volunteer
women’s service organization
dedicated to promoting patrio-
tism, historic preservation, ser-
vice to veterans and meaningful
community service. Membership
is open to any woman 18 years or
older who can prove lineal de-
scent from an ancestor who aided
in achieving American indepen-
dence. For more information or a
DAR application, contact chapter
Registrar Patricia Campanelli at
patushkat@aol.com.

Cranford Rec. to Commence
Spring/Summer Registration
CRANFORD — The Cranford

Recreation and Parks Department
has announced that registration
for Spring and Summer programs
will begin on Wednesday, March
14, at 10 a.m.

The department’s Spring/Sum-
mer brochure, which lists all pro-
grams, will be mailed to Cranford
residents and also may be viewed
online at cranfordnj.org/recre-
ation-parks, or by following the
department on Facebook at
f a c e b o o k . c o m /
CranfordRecreationAndParks. All
programs are for Cranford resi-
dents only.

The department strongly encour-
ages that registration for all classes

be done online through Commu-
nity Pass. Online registration will
enable participants to register 24
hours a day, seven days a week, to
make payment by credit card and
to receive the latest program up-
dates as they occur through their
account. Individuals may access
their existing account or create a
new account by visiting
register.communitypass.net/
cranford.

Those needing assistance to reg-
ister online or who have any other
questions are invited to stop by
the recreation department or to
call (908) 709-7283. The recre-
ation department is located at
220 Walnut Avenue, Cranford.

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader
STORM REPAIR...A power pole which snapped in Friday night's storm
resulted in the westbound lanes of Raritan Road near Clark Commons being
closed most of the weekend.

Library Friends Seek
Scholarship Applicants
CRANFORD — The Friends of

the Cranford Public Library are
offering the Gerard Paradiso
Scholarship to a Cranford resi-
dent who currently is pursuing or
intends to pursue a graduate de-
gree in library information sci-
ence or as a media specialist.

Named in honor of former
Friends of the Library President
Gerard Paradiso, the scholarship
is worth $1,000. The award is not
based on need. The candidate
must furnish proof of acceptance
to an accredited university, a
letter of reference, and an essay.

Applications are now available
at the Cranford Public Library ref-
erence desk. The library is located
at 224 Walnut Avenue. Completed
applications should be mailed to:
The Friends of the Cranford Public
Library, P.O. Box 400, Cranford,
N.J. 07016. The deadline to apply
is Tuesday, May 1, 2018.


