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l'ennemi du journaliste

WF’S STRAVACH 14 POINTS, 10 RB; RYAN 13 POINTS; SPF’S BURTON GRABS 9 RB, NETS 8 PT

Blue Devils Contain Raiders in Girls Section Hoops, 45-34
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield
Leader and The Times

Spirited action persisted
throughout but the fourth-
seeded Westfield High School
girls basketball team kept one
step ahead of the fifth-seeded
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders
to earn a 45-34 victory in the
quarterfinal round of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Tour-
nament in Westfield on March 1.

Although both defenses played

stubbornly, the 20-7 Blue Devils
created numerous turnovers
with tipped passes and 13 steals,
some that were converted to
points. Seniors Grace Elliott and
Molly Ryan, and juniors Sam
Stravach and Lily Maz were lit-
erally “hands on” with Stravach
creating four steals, Elliott and
Ryan grabbing three each, and
Maz swiping two.

“We came out in our 3-2 de-
fense and our press, so we just
wanted to give a lot of pressure
because we knew if we give a lot
of pressure, that turns into turn-

overs. That’s how we get a lot of
our points, transition points,”
Elliott explained.

Raider senior Abbe-Gayle Bur-
ton, who has had a stellar sea-
son, continued her strong play
with eight points, nine rebounds,
two steals, an assist, a block and
a tipped ball that led to a turn-
over.

“It has definitely been my best
season. I feel like after four years
of playing basketball, I have defi-
nitely grown. This is the final
year and I came out pretty hun-
gry in wanting the ball more. I
think I worked in the paint more,

just overall trying to get that
ball and trying to put it in the
hoop. I figured it out,” Burton
explained.

“Abbe is one of the most ath-
letic people I know that has come
through here. She has grown so
much from her freshman year.
This is not how she played last

year, this is not how she played
the year before that. In her se-
nior year, it all came together.
She just improved so much. We
are really proud of her,” Raider
Head Coach Ryan McKenna
added.

Ryan scored the Blue Devils
first six points with a pair of 3-
pointers early in the first quar-
ter. During that span, Burton
would sink a free throw and
Corinne Lyght (8 points, 2 steals,
2 rebounds, blocked shot) rolled
in a layup. Team captain Brianna
O’Brien sank a 2-pointer, as-
sisted Stefanie DeVizio on her 3-
pointer then sank a free throw to
give the Raiders a 9-8 lead but
Westfield won the quarter 10-9
with Stravach’s layup, assisted
by Maz, who would finish with
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