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It’s your Library … make the most of it 

 

 

IIt’s your Library …  

make the most of it 

550 East Broad Street   

Westfield  www.wmlnj.org  908.789.4090 

Open to WML and MURAL  

cardholders. Sign up online at 

www.wmlnj.org and click on the 

Calendar link, or call 

908.789.4090 option 0.  

Hear Irish Music at the  

Westfield Memorial Library 

Saturday, March 17 

at 2:00 pm 

 
 

Guitarist Mark Kilianski and fiddler Deb Shebish 

carry on the great traditions of Irish music. You 

will be treated to lively reels and jigs, boisterous 

pub songs and tender ballads, as well as their 

stories and histories. Don’t hesitate-sign up now!  

w w w. J a m e s Wa r d M a n s i o n . c o m

THE JAMES WARD  
M A N S I O N              

Make Our Mansion Your Mansion 
“ T H E  B E S T  K E P T  S E C R E T ”  I N  N E W  J E R S E Y 

Specializing in weddings, birthday parties,  
anniversaries, holiday parties and fundraisers.

M A K E  Y O U R  R E S E R VAT I O N  T O D AY !

Why We Dance Event
Scheduled for March 25 Roosevelt Intermediate to

Perform Legally Blonde

P O P C O R NP O P C O R NP O P C O R NP O P C O R NP O P C O R N

One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Black Panther
It’s All Good
4 popcorns

Wardlaw-Hartridge to
Host INDIE Film Festival

LEGALLY ADORABLE...The cast of Legally Blonde is ready to take the stage
at Roosevelt Intermediate School in Westfield. Pictured from left to right, are:
Lucas Hubner (Emmet), Alyrie Silverman (Elle Woods) and Charlie Garretson
(Warner).

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

As the film critiquing tumblers in
my brain jumbled about during a view-
ing of Ryan Coogler’s Black Panther,
one heck of an astute action-drama
courtesy of Marvel Studios, I contem-
plated the complexities regarding one’s
point of view. Granted, this white,
would-be silk stocking liberal was
gratified by the racial and political
wish fulfillment represented by the
semi-secret, technologically advanced
African kingdom of Wakanda where
T’Challa a.k.a. Black Panther has just
been elevated to the throne. But what
remains of the kid in me took it a bit
further.

I thought about heroes and what they
meant to us in that portion of growing
up that reveled in playing make believe.
OK, so there weren’t many, specifically
Jewish idols with whom I could iden-
tify, unless you counted guys like Jonas
Salk and Albert Einstein. Sure enough
that was great, but I was more con-
cerned with six-gun totin’
hombres…those good guys whose
morality, demeanor and ethos lent them-
selves to boyhood emulation. I there-
fore decided that Jimmy Stewart, Henry
Fonda and John Wayne were Jewish
enough.

Thus it occurred that this black hero,
superbly realized by Chadwick
Boseman, was a long time coming.
Indeed, the African-American sidekick
has enjoyed regular, cliché status in a
Gunga Din sort of way, but it was not
until the albeit controversial
Blaxploitation films of the early 1970s
that the lead adventure figure was a
person of color. While T’Challa had
existed in comic book form since 1966,
the big screen emergence marks the
crossing of yet another color line. But
more important to my idealism than the
sociohistorical watershed is what it
might mean to the kids.

If “Black Panther” is the morally
uplifting enchantment for an 11-year-
old boy or girl that I hope it is, that’s
great. And, if it is an ethical counter-
weight to the recently revived bigotry
that had been waiting for the rock to be
lifted from it, that’s good, too. So, now
that we’ve established that there are
real-life forces such as filmmakers, just
as hell-bent as our pantheon of fictional
superheroes to assuring Égalité and
fraternity and making the world safe for
democracy through higher understand-
ing, we might want to discuss “Black
Panther’s” entertainment value.

Wonderfully imaginative sets depict-
ing the magic that is Wakanda, an ad-
vanced civilization that protects its sci-
entific and natural resource secrets by
posing as a third world country, dra-
matically enhance the cultural dream at
the core of the film’s soul.
Psst….Wakanda is rich in vibranium, a
metal of extraordinary properties, not

the least of which is the source of Black
Panther’s superpowers. But y’know,
wherever there’s a secret there’s a leaker.
Hence, it only figures that bad guys of
every stripe are trying to get hold of the
stuff for vile fun and profit.

In the early running for “Best Movie
Villain You Love to Hate in 2018” is
Andy Serkis’s Ulysses Klaue, a merce-
nary of uncompromising deplorability
who, despite the untold wealth he’s
doubtlessly accumulated from his
contemptable exploits, doesn’t seem to
visit the dentist. But he’s easy to figure;
he’s just no good. Much more compli-
cated is T’Challa’s other adversary and
long lost cousin, Erik Killmonger, ef-
fectively played by Michael B. Jordan.
His very existence and antipathy is
integral to the storyline.

A former U.S. black-ops soldier,
Killmonger, who believes his rightful
place in the Wakandan hierarchy was
usurped, has his own ideas of how
Wakanda’s great potential might be
realized. He is part and parcel of what
is essentially a political primer for Tyler
and Brittney, a mirror of the state of
affairs outside the movie theatre. You’ll
recognize the dichotomy that’s older
than the Sumerians, its roots perhaps
reaching as far back as the idea of Cain
and Abel. T’Challa is the visionary, the
constitutional idealist, while his angry
cousin aspires to the blood and soil
stuff.

Added to the Machiavellian manipu-
lations that ensue, expect plenty of com-
puter aided battle scenes with lots of
hand-to-hand combat, but notably dif-
ferentiated from the usual cinema tus-
sling in that Wakanda’s Dora Milaje
plays a strategic role. Led by General
Okoye (Danai Gurira), this all-women
special forces regiment strikes a blow
for female empowerment. Other ex-
amples of feminist positivism are con-
tributed by Lupita Nyong’o as Nakia,
T’Challa’s independent minded
heartthrob, and Letitia Wright as Shuri,
his science genius sister.

Doing justice to the original pulp
visuals that have spun fantasy for gen-
erations of comic book enthusiasts, the
beauteous landscape imagined here is
an exciting achievement in faux pho-
tography. Interspersing fitting symbol-
ism, the combination of artist’s brush
and computer sorcery paints a future
world with travelogue-like realism.
Harking back to the mission first under-
taken by our pen and ink world savers
in the 1930s, when young minds needed
some hope in the face of fascist saber-
rattling, Black Panther heroically takes
its turn answering the call.

***
Black Panther, rated PG-13, is a

Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures
release directed by Ryan Coogler and
stars Chadwick Boseman, Lupita
Nyong’o and Michael B. Jordan. Run-
ning time: 134 minutes

TRIPLE THREAT...The Broadway and Beyond Musical Theater Program
introduces Triple Threat Prep, a program of the Continuo Arts Foundation. The
series of workshops is designed to hone skills in acting, dancing, and singing. This
unique program is split into two age groups: Kids Division: ages five to eight, and
Juniors Division: ages nine to 12. For more information, call (908) 264-5324 or
visit the website, broadwayandbeyondnj.com.

WESTFIELD – Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School will perform Le-
gally Blonde: The Musical, the fabu-
lously fun award-winning story of
self-discovery.

Harvard’s beloved blonde takes
the stage by pink storm on Friday,
March 9 and Saturday, March 10 at
7:30 p.m. and Sunday, March 11 at
2 p.m. Tickets are now on available
by visiting ris.booktix.com.

Based on the 2001 motion pic-
ture, the musical follows the trans-
formation of Elle Woods (Alyrie
Silverman) as she tackles stereo-
types, snobbery and scandal in pur-
suit of her dreams. When Elle’s col-
lege boyfriend, Warner (Charlie
Garretson), dumps her and heads to
Harvard Law School, claiming she
is not “serious” enough, Elle takes
matters into her own hands. She
decides to join Warner at Harvard
by crafting a showy song-and-dance
personal essay and quickly study-
ing her way into law school. Be-
friending teaching assistant, Emmett
(Lucas Hubner), and spunky hair-
dresser Paulette (Bella Jarecki),
along the way, Elle finds that books
and looks are not mutually exclu-
sive. As Elle begins outsmarting her

peers, she realizes that law may be
her natural calling after all.

“We are so excited to bring this
fun and inspiring story to our com-
munity,” said Kimberly Jonny, di-
rector and public speaking and
drama teacher at Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School. “Our very talented
cast and crew have dedicated so
much energy to this performance.
The audiences will love the many
OMG! moments, amazing songs and
hilarious performances!”

This action-packed musical was
choreographed by Samuel Spare,
who has been performing profes-
sionally for the past ten years for
such companies as Six Flags, Busch
Gardens, and more recently Nor-
wegian Cruise Line.  The musical
direction was provided by Roosevelt
School music teachers, Sabino
Losco and Karen Romero.

Tickets for Legally Blonde: The
Musical are $10 each and are on sale at
ris.booktix.com for reserved seating.
Advance purchases are recommended.
Any tickets not sold in advance will be
available at the door. All performances
will be held in the auditorium of
Roosevelt Intermediate School located
at 301 Clark Street, Westfield.

EDISON – The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School in Edison is proud to announce
the fifth Annual Independent School
Global Film Festival, called the
INDIE, which is a joint faculty and
student initiative seeking to raise
awareness regarding current global
issues. This year’s event is being held
in the new Berry Performing Arts
Center on Saturday, March 10, with
red carpet entry at 2 p.m. for Middle

School and 4:30 p.m. for Upper
School filmmakers.

The INDIE is a forum to showcase
student work, while also allowing for
artistic freedom, cultivating leader-
ship skills, all through a global lens.

Information regarding the 2018
INDIE Film Festival can be found on
the website: indieschoolfilmfest.org.
The event is free and no ticket pur-
chase is required.

WHY WE DANCE...Dancers pose at the 2017 free Why We Dance event. The 2018
Why We Dance event is scheduled for Sunday, March 25, from 2 to 5:30 p.m., at
the Forest Road Park Building in Fanwood.

Oratorio Singers to Perform
With NJ Symphony March 18

FANWOOD – The ninth annual
Why We Dance workshop will take
place at Forest Road Park in Fanwood
on Sunday, March 25, from 2 to 5:30
p.m.

This free event is open to the com-
munity and will include workshops
on Hip Hop and Bollywood Belly
Dance.

Workshop leaders are Tatianna J.
Dorsey, Naleesa Jacob, Showoff and
Saideh Browne.

Ms. Browne is a trainer and author
and has appeared on media outlets
such as the “Dr. Oz Show.” She will
give students tips about bullying and
how to avoid it.

Ms. Dorsey has been working with
Why We Dance for the past five
years and will teach a contemporary
hip hop class.

Showoff is a DJ, dancer, model,
actor and choreographer, and has
worked with such hip hop artists as
LL Cool J, P Diddy, Missy Elliot and
Rah Digga in music and commer-

cials. He will teach an Old Skool hip
hop dance class.

This season is dedicated to Eddie
Abdul Hackett, who passed away
last month and was a long-time sup-
porter of the group. Mr. Hackett,
who lived in Morristown, supported
his niece, Candace Waller, in this
project.

“My uncle did a lot of work with
children and the community,” Ms.
Waller said. “Hundreds of people
came out for his funeral, many shar-
ing stories of how he helped them. He
wanted to make the world a better
place for children. We are going to do
a special dance in tribute to him.”

The March 25 arts program is made
possible in part by a HEART (His-
tory, Education, Arts Reaching Thou-
sands) Grant from the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

For more information on the
classes and the festival, contact Ms.
Waller at (908) 432-2003 or
whywedance@gmail.com.

WESTFIELD – Music from across
the ages written by several composers
will be offered by the Oratorio Singers
of Westfield, soloists and members of
The New Jersey Symphony on Sunday,
March 18, at 3 p.m. in the sanctuary of
the First United Methodist Church, One
East Broad Street in Westfield.

Music director Trent Johnson has
chosen works that range from the Ba-
roque through the 21st century. Repre-
senting the Baroque will be two early
choruses of Wolfgang Mozart: "Mise-
ricordia Domini" and "Sancta Maria,
Mater Mei" to be followed by three
Mozart Church Sonatas for organ and
strings with Yang -Hee Song at the
console of the Aeolian-Skinner organ
accompanied by members of The New
Jersey Symphony.

From the age of elegance and the pen
of Ludwig van Beethoven will come a
rarely heard short work - "Elegischer
Gesang" - An Elegiac Song -  a tender
loving tribute published in 1826 but
first performed in 1814 upon the third
anniversary of the death of the wife of
one of Beethoven's best friends in whose
home he stayed from the years 1804 to
1815.

The mood will change, however, with
the performance of selections from Set
One of Aaron Copland's "Old Ameri-
can Songs" completed in 1950 and
premiered in England in October of
that year with Benjamin Britten at the
piano. Among the songs are those with
familiar titles such as "Simple Gifts,"
"The Boatman's Dance" and "I Bought
Me a Cat."

Rounding out this concert will be
the world premiere of a new work by
Trent Johnson. "Wittenberg - The Story
of Martin Luther, for narrator, bari-
tone, tenor, chorus and orchestra."
Written in seemingly oratorio style,
"Wittenberg" celebrates the 500th an-
niversary in 2017 of the Protestant
Reformation. It tells the story of the
German religious reformer, Martin
Luther: from his life as a monk and
university professor to his conflict with
the Christian Church, to his excom-
munication and his famous trial in the
German city of Worms.

This dramatic musical setting is of a
true story that changed Western Chris-
tianity while bringing to light the im-
portance of one's individual conscience.
Luther's landmark translation of the
New Testament from the original Greek
into the common tongue made the Bible
accessible to read and study by the
average person. Principal soloists will
be Brace Negron, bass baritone and
tenor Sam McKelton. The part of nar-
rator will be played by Kirk Robbins.

General admission tickets for this
event are $20, and $15 for seniors and
students. For information call the church
office at (908) 233-4211 daily from 12
noon to 4 p.m.

Funding for this concert has been
made possible in part by the New
Jersey State Council on the Arts, De-
partment of State, a partner agency of
the National Endowment for the Arts,
through a grant administered by the
Union County office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs.

Lance Announces 2018
Congressional Art Contest

AREA – Congressman Leonard
Lance (NJ-7) today announced the
guidelines for the 2018 Congressional
Art Contest. The annual competition is
open to all high school students who
reside in New Jersey’s Seventh Con-
gressional District.

Rep. Lance’s contest is free and open
to all high school students in grades
nine through 12 who reside in the Sev-
enth Congressional District of New
Jersey. All artwork must be original in
concept, design and execution and meet
the guidelines outlined by the Congres-
sional Institute.

All artwork must be submitted by
Thursday, March 29 to one of Lance’s
New Jersey offices: 425 North Avenue
East, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 or
361 Route 31, Suite 1400, Flemington,
New Jersey, 08822.

Winners will be announced on Satur-
day, April 7 at a special ceremony held
at Merck located at 2000 Galloping
Hill Road, Kenilworth. The winning
pieces of artwork will be showcased in
the U.S. Capitol for one year with other
winners from across the country.

For guidelines and entry information
students can visit: lance.house.gov/art-
contest/.

Interested students should contact
Evan Wadle in Lance’s Flemington of-
fice for further details at (908) 788-
6900 or Evan.Wadle@mail.house.gov.

Finalists Told for
 Music Competition

MILLBURN – New Jersey students
representing 13 counties have been
chosen as finalists in the 2018 New
Jersey Shout Down Drugs music com-
petition organized by the Partnership
for a Drug-Free New Jersey (PDFNJ).

The Prevention Concert will be held
at 7 p.m. Friday, April 27 at Daytop
New Jersey in Mendham. Finalists will
perform their original substance use
prevention songs for a chance to win
music contracts with PDFNJ worth a
total of $10,000.

Finalist Justin Witwick of Cranford
High School will perform his original
song, “Fade Away”.


