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KCH Contracting Recognized
For Work on Westfield Home
SCOTCH PLAINS, N.J. — The

National Association of the Remod-
eling Industry (NARI) named KCH
Contracting, in Scotch Plains, N.J.,
2018 Region 1 Northeast Contractor
of the Year (CotY) winner in the Resi-
dential Historical Renovation/Resto-
ration $250,000 and Over category
of its annual awards competition for
the work completed at 814 Embree
Crescent in Westfield, N.J.

Three Westfield residents — Dave
Hagan, owner of KCH Contracting and
a member of the Westfield Historic
Preservation Commission; Hildie Lazar,
Architect; and the homeowner —
teamed up to help the homeowner pre-
serve the historical perspective of their
Westfield home rather than knocking it
down and redoing the entire home.

Each year, NARI presents CotY
awards to members who have demon-
strated outstanding work through their
remodeling projects. This is the highest
form of recognition by industry leaders
and peers. The entries of this year’s
competition totaled more than $123
million worth of remodeling projects.

KCH Contracting is an award-win-
ning fine home remodeler that offers
Home Renovation, Additions and
Design/Build services. KCH Con-
tracting strives to maintain the integ-
rity and time period of every house
that they work on. KCH Contracting
also has their own millwork shop and
can design and build a wide range of
custom built-ins. The majority of their
business comes from word of mouth
and repeat customers. Additionally, a
number of their homes have been
featured on various house tours.

Contractors from seven regions
around the country vie for CotY Awards
each year. Judging is based on prob-
lem solving, functionality, aesthetics,
craftsmanship, innovation, and degree
of difficulty by an impartial panel of
industry experts. NARI named 170
Regional CotY winners plus 59 team
member winners. Regional CotY win-
ners will now advance as finalists at
the National level.

814 Embree Crescent in Westfield,
N.J., was originally built in 1873 and
has had several renovations during its

life. The owners wanted to eliminate
two of the major renovations – a 1930’s
addition to the left side and a more
recent addition to the back of the home
– in order to bring the home back to its
original time period. Furthermore, the
owners wanted to enlarge the home
while keeping with the original style in
order to accommodate their growing
family. The biggest challenge KCH
Contracting faced was maintaining the
integrity of the home while adding
contemporary, high-end functionality
and durability.

NARI is a professional association
whose members adhere to a strict
code of ethics. To be considered for a
CotY Award, a company must be a
NARI member in good standing.

About NARI: The National Asso-
ciation of the Remodeling Industry
(NARI) is the source for homeowners
seeking to hire a professional remod-
eling contractor. Members are full-
time, dedicated, remodeling industry
professionals who follow a strict code
of ethics with high standards of hon-
esty, integrity and responsibility. Re-
modeling Done Right™ is NARI’s
promise to consumers as well as mem-
bers and the industry. For more infor-
mation, contact NARI at (847) 298-
9200 or www.nari.org.
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Benjamin Thurman Marshall
Devoted to His Family and Faith

Benjamin T. Marshall

Benjamin Thurman Marshall, 94,
passed away peacefully on Septem-
ber 5, 2017, at Brooksby Village,
Peabody, Mass.

Born September 1,
1923, he was the son of the
late Thomas A. Marshall,
Sr. and Winefred (Miller)
Marshall of Westfield, N.J.
Ben was the youngest and
last survivor of five chil-
dren, Thomas A. Marshall,
Jr., Ann Winefred
Marshall, Juliette
(Marshall) High and Eliza-
beth (Marshall) Austin.

Ben graduated high
school from Billard Acad-
emy, Valedictorian, 1941, and ob-
tained a degree in Chemical Engi-
neering from Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute in 1947 after serving in the
U.S. Army during World War II. He
was married shortly after graduation
to his childhood sweetheart, Marga-
ret Adele Allen (1925-2008). They
were married for 61 wonderful years
and are survived by four children,
couples Allen B. and Margaret
(Stewart) Marshall of Vernonia, Ore.,
Katherine M. and Dylan Coppell of
Myrtle Beach, S.C., Steven T. and
Pamela (Scotti) Marshall of Everett,
Wash., and Kristi A. Marshall and

David G. Parker of Bend, Ore. He
was also blessed with seven grand-
children, three great-grandchildren

and one great-great grand-
child.

Ben lived in Westfield,
Morristown and
Brookside, N.J.; also West
Germany, the Netherlands
and England. He retired
from ExxonMobil after 42
years, living in Eastham,
Mass., for 18 years before
moving to Peabody, Mass.

Ben loved woodwork-
ing, genealogy, gardening,
painting and reading the
Bible. He was a loving

and generous father and grandfather
with a kind heart.

His memorial service will be held in
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
140 Mountain Avenue, Westfield, N.J.,
on Saturday, June 16, at 9:30 a.m.
Relatives and friends are invited. Burial
will take place in Fairview Cemetery,
Westfield, N.J. Assisting the family
with the arrangements is the Peterson-
O’Donnell Funeral Home, 167 Maple
Street (rte. 62), Danvers, Mass. To
share a memory or offer a condolence,
please visit
www.odonnellfuneralservice.com.
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Lois McCoy Wight Passes
Lois Wight died on Thursday,

January 25, 2018, in Lithonia, Ga.,
at the age of 97.

She was born March 15, 1920 at
her parents’ home on
Stanmore Place in
Westfield, a town she
truly loved. She lived a
long, active life sur-
rounded by many
friends and family, al-
ways maintaining a
positive attitude and al-
ways very aware of her
blessings.

Her parents, Harold
and Helen Welch, raised
Lois along with her broth-
ers Dave, Richard and
Ken. She attended Westfield High
School where she met Bob McCoy,
the true love of her life. As a young-
ster she was fortunate to have had
the opportunity to travel Europe. In
1936, on a biking trip, she attended
the Berlin Olympics where she was a
witness to history, seeing Adolf Hitler
and Jesse Owens.

After graduating from Oberlin
College Lois married Bob. During
World War II they lived in several
locations, then ultimately built a
home on Baker Avenue in
Westfield. Bob McCoy worked for
Caltex Petroleum, headquartered
in New York City. His job was
international in scope and gave
them the opportunity to live in Cape
Town, South Africa 1962-63 and
later in Wellington, New Zealand
and Sydney, Australia.

Lois made supporting her com-
munity a priority, taking roles at
the Westfield Library, Presbyterian
Church, PTA and the Westfield His-

torical Society. Music
and art played important
roles in her life, while
she also loved golf and
was a three-time runner-
up for the Echo Lake
Country Club Women’s
Championship. Lois was
one of the founders of
Highland Swim Club and
a major donor to the
Friends of Mindowaskin
Park.

After Bob’s death in
1981 Lois married fel-

low Echo Lake member Herb
Wight. His family soon became her
extended family. Over the course
of 17 years they enjoyed traveling,
bowling, golf, bridge and time
spent with so many friends.

Lois is survived by son Steve of
Novato, Calif. (wife Paulette) and
son Tom of Snellville, Ga., as well
as her brother, Richard; grandsons,
Mike of Novato, Calif. and Dan of
Bend, Ore., as well as five great-
grandchildren. On the Wight side
of the family she is survived by
Doug, Margie (husband Wayne)
and Dave (wife Linda) and four
grandchildren.

A memorial service will be held
in Westfield at a later date.

Memories or condolences can be
sent to stevemccoy1946@gmail.com.
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Lois McCoy Wight

Joseph K. Leinbach, Retired Banker;
Prior Westfield Community Volunteer
Joseph K. Leinbach, 83, of Juno

Beach, Fla., formerly of Stuart, Fla.,
and of Westfield, N.J., passed away
after a short hospitalization in Jupi-
ter, Fla., on Thursday, March 1, 2018.

Joe was born on Halloween day in
1934 in New York City. Joe later
graduated from Cornell University in
1957 where he was in the Navy ROTC
program and a proud member of the
Delta Chi Fraternity. He served as a
Lieutenant stationed in Honolulu,
Hawaii, where he met and married his
wife, Wilida Wells Leinbach. They
were married for 58 years.

Joe was a longtime resident of both
Westfield, N.J., and Stuart, Fla. Since
2016 he lived with his wife at the
“wonderful” Waterford in Juno Beach,
Fla. In New Jersey he was Vice-Presi-
dent of Midlantic National Bank (later
PNC Bank) before his retirement. At
PNC Bank he was proud to be an
investment banker and a creator of
the Compass Mutual Fund. In
Westfield, he was a member of the
First Baptist Church and later a mem-
ber and on the board of The Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield. His proud-
est accomplishment in Westfield was
to help create the Westfield Senior
Citizens Housing, a development for
low-income seniors.

Joe and Wilida retired to Stuart,
Fla., in 1998 where he became in-
volved in their Mariner Sands com-
munity and volunteered in many or-
ganizations for 19 years. Joe was
known to be very civic-minded and

proud to help out people in need. At
Mariner Sands he served on the
Board of the Mariner Sands commu-
nity and was treasurer of the Mariner
Sands Chapel, both for three years.
He loved traveling the world, play-
ing tennis, and sailing. Joe was a
member of the Sailing Club of Stuart.
He served as a volunteer for the SAR
organization, where he was part of
many dedication ceremonies that
gave an American flag to each new
owner of a Habitat for Humanity
house. His love of the ocean and
marine life led him to be a tour guide
and volunteer at the nearby Florida
Oceanographic Coastal Center for
ten years.

Joe is survived by a loving family:
his wife of 58 years, Wilida Leinbach
(Juno Beach, Fla.); his son, Paul
(Perrin, Tex.), and his daughter, Lana
Yaney and her husband, Gordon
(Braintree, Mass.). In the last few
days of his life Joe said, “I know I am
a great Grandpa” and he was always
a dedicated grandfather to his two
grandchildren, Abigail and William.

Private burial services will be at the
South Florida National Cemetery. A
memorial service will be held at the
Mariner Sands Chapel at a future date.

Donations in Joe’s memory may be
made to the Florida Oceanographic
Coastal Center, 890 NE Ocean Blvd.,
Stuart, FL 34996, or your local Habi-
tat for Humanity chapter —
habitat.org or habitatpbc.org.
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Betty Pistol
Loving Mother and Sister

Betty Pistol of Clark, N.J., died on
Wednesday, February 28, 2018, at
the Center for Hope Hospice in Scotch
Plains, N.J.

Betty was a homemaker and a cleri-
cal worker. She was employed at
Franklin Templeton Investments in
Short Hills, N.J. Previously, she served
in the same capacity at Heine Securi-
ties in Short Hills and United Counties
Trust Co. in Roselle, N.J. and Cranford,
N.J., retiring 20 years ago.

She was a member of the Suburban
Chapter of Deborah of Springfield,
N.J., the Westfield Chapter of
Hadassah and the Cranford Wednes-
day Senior Club.

Born in Lakewood, N.J., she grew

up in Brooklyn, N.Y., and lived in
Hillside, N.J. and Union, N.J., settling
in Cranford, N.J., for nearly 50 years
before moving to Clark four years ago.

Predeceased by her husband, Sidney
Pistol, and her son, Stuart Pistol, she is
survived by her son, Jeffrey Pistol; her
sister, Shirley Kier; several nieces,
nephews and grand-nieces.

Funeral services were held at the
Menorah Chapels at Millburn, 2950
Vauxhall Road, Union (Vauxhall),
N.J., on Sunday, March 4, 2018. In-
terment followed at King Solomon
Cemetery in Clifton.

Donations in her memory may be
made to the charity of your choice.

March 8, 2018

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of Career Networking Group
To Tackle AI on Monday

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Scotch
Plains and Mountainside Libraries’
Career Networking Group will meet
on Monday, March 12, at 6:30 p.m.
“Will Artificial Intelligence Take
Your Job?” will be the topic. The

meeting will take place at the
Mountainside Public Library, lo-
cated at 1 Constitution Plaza.

Artificial Intelligence (AI) has
made news over the past year or
two, through programs in which it
has beaten human beings in games
like Jeopardy, Poker and GO; AI
being used in voice assistants such
as the Amazon Echo, Apple Siri and
Google Home, and AI enabling self-
driving vehicles.

AI currently is being applied to a
wide range of tasks and spaces, in-
cluding finance, medicine, project
management, education, sales and
more. But the most important ques-
tion for many people remains —
can Artificial Intelligence replace
them?

The presenter, George Pace, will
highlight the depth and breadth of
AI’s current state, will introduce
the “Keep Pace AI Disruption
Gauge,” apply his “10 Steps to Keep
Pace” with AI, and identify activi-
ties that are indicators of AI re-
placement, among other topics.

Mr. Pace is an IT technology leader,
focusing on how to extract business
value from the latest technologies.
He can be seen on his YouTube chan-
nel, youtube.com/keeppace.

Individuals can connect with the
libraries’ Career Networking Group
on LinkedIn, Career Networking
Group at SPPL.

Ruth Losee Frost

FCC to Hold Film Study,
Music Program For Lent

WESTFIELD — The First Con-
gregational Church of Westfield will
offer special study and worship op-
portunities in observance of Lent, the
most sacred season of the Christian
tradition. All events are free and open
to the public.

On Monday evenings, March 12
and 19, participants will view and dis-
cuss the 2017 PBS film Last Days of
Jesus. Based on new interpretations of
historical events in Rome from that
time, the film explores how dramatic
political events there could have played
a crucial role in shaping Jesus’ destiny.
The film will be shown over the two
Monday evenings, from 7:30 to 9 p.m.,
in the church’s Patton Auditorium.

The monthly Prayer and Medita-
tion session on Tuesday, March 13, at

7:30 p.m., will have a special Lenten
emphasis. Members, friends and
guests are welcome to share in a time
of prayer and meditative practices, as
well as offer their own prayer inten-
tions.

The Festival Chorus will perform
Joseph Haydn’s Lord Nelson Mass
on Sunday, March 18, at 10 a.m., with
vocal soloists, trumpets and timpani
under the direction of Dr. Barbara
Thomson, FCC organist and music
director.

The First Congregational Church,
a member of the United Church of
Christ, is located at 125 Elmer Street,
Westfield. For additional information,
call the church office at (908) 233-
2494 or visit the church website at
fccofwestfield.org.

Knights to Sponsor
Area Blood Drive

AREA — Knights of Columbus
Roselle Park No. 3240 will sponsor
a Community Blood Drive on Sat-
urday, March 24, from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. It will take place at the Church
of the Assumption, located at 113
Chiego Place, Roselle Park.

All blood donors will receive a
complimentary cholesterol screen-
ing and one Lottery scratch-off.
Sandwiches and refreshments also
will be available to all donors. To
make an appointment to donate, call
(201) 251-3703 or access the online
link donor.cbsblood.org/donor/
schedules/drive schedule/47419.

A WINNING LOOK...KCH Contracting has been named a NARI 2018 Regional
CotY™ winner for Westfield home historical renovation.

Teen Cooking Class
On Tap at Library

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library will host its
third Young Adult Cooking Class
with teen librarian Dana Vocht on
Wednesday, March 21. Youth in
grades 5 to 12 are invited to decorate
a ceramic mug and then learn how to
make mug cakes.

Students also will get to take home
a packet of dry ingredients to make
the “Chocolate Cake in a Mug” at
home. Because this workshop will
meet in the Maker and Media Room,
teens can register for the 6 to 6:30
p.m. session or the 6:30 to 7 p.m.
session. Registration is required and
space is limited; participants also
are asked to note any food allergies
on the registration form.

To register, visit scotlib.org, e-
mail library@scotlib.org, call (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204, or stop
by the library Reference Desk. The
Scotch Plains Public Library is lo-
cated at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the cen-
ter of the township.

Ruth L. Frost, born February 7, 1931,
passed away on Wednesday, February
7, 2018, at her home in Ventura, Calif.
Ruth was born in Philadelphia to Clara
Bonham Losee and Dr. Gordon P.
Losee. Ruth has been a resident of
Ventura, Calif., since 1985. She is
survived by her husband of 67 years,
Herbert M. Frost. She also is survived
by her daughters, Roxanne Wilson,
Susan Taylor Martinsen and Carol
Zuber; her grandchildren, Zach Tay-
lor, Brett Taylor, Kimberly Zuber and
Brian Zuber, and her great-grandchil-

dren, Zoe, Cassie and Ansel Taylor.
Ruth spent much of her life in

Westfield and volunteered for many
organizations, including the Girl
Scouts. She was an active member of
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. Ruth
also volunteered for many years at
Community Memorial Hospital in
Ventura, Calif.

Ruth’s family will gather this sum-
mer to celebrate her life and honor
her wishes to have her ashes scattered
in the Pacific Ocean.
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