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County Towns Receive
Funds to Improve Roads

STATE — Governor Phil Murphy
has announced the largest amount of
municipal aid grant awards in New
Jersey Department of Transportation
(NJDOT) history, crediting the re-
cent gas tax increase with more than
doubling the amount of funds for lo-
cal road and bridge safety improve-
ment projects.

More than $161 million is being
awarded in Fiscal Year 2018 to 505
New Jersey communities. Last year,
only $78.75 million in municipal aid
grants was distributed to 364 munici-
palities. These grants will enable the
majority of towns across the state to
advance road, bridge, safety, and qual-
ity-of-life improvements without re-
lying on local property taxes to com-
plete the work.

Senator Tom Kean, Jr. and Assem-
blyman Jon Bramnick (both R-21st,
Westfield), and Assemblywoman
Nancy Muñoz (R-21st, Summit) an-
nounced the district will garner $5.4
million in awards for local road and
bridge improvement projects from
the New Jersey Transportation Trust
Fund (TTF).

“Our towns are set to receive mil-
lions of dollars from the TTF to help
pay for critical road and bridge
projects in our neighborhoods. Every
dollar we get from the TTF to help
fund these important projects is a
dollar that property taxpayers won’t

have to pay,” Sen. Kean said.
“With the state’s Transportation

Trust Fund back on solid ground, our
towns are now able to begin much
needed improvements to our roads
and bridges without burdening tax-
payers,” Asm. Bramnick said.

“A reliable and safe transportation
infrastructure is the 2backbone of a
healthy economy,” Asw. Muñoz said.
“This funding is an investment in our
future and will go a long way in
funding vital local projects without
cost to taxpayers.”

Among those towns receiving grants
are: Berkeley Heights, $275,000 for
Robbins Avenue; Cranford, $470,000
for South Union Avenue (Section 4);
Garwood, $216,000 for various streets;
Kenilworth, $470,000 for various
streets; Mountainside, $240,000 for
Partridge Run (Section 2); New Provi-
dence, $310,000 for various streets;
Roselle Park, $309,045 for West Clay
Avenue (Section 2); Springfield,
$265,000 for Short Hills Avenue (Sec-
tion 2); Summit, $530,000 for Pine
Grove Avenue (Section 2), and
Westfield, $363,000 for Grove Street
west.

In District 22, Fanwood will re-
ceive $400,000 for various streets,
Scotch Plains was awarded $325,000
for Westfield Road (Section 3) and
Clark will get $285,000 for Lake
Avenue (Section 2).

Bergen Named Chairman
Of Raritan Rail Coalition

REGION — Union County Free-
holder Bruce H. Bergen has been
appointed as the chairman of the
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition (RVRC),
a rail transit advocacy group repre-
senting towns and counties along the
NJ Transit Raritan Valley line. He
replaces long-time chairman Peter
Palmer of Somerset County.

“I congratulate Chairman Bergen,
and I look forward to working hard
with him on the Coalition,” Freeholder
Bette Jane Kowalski said. “With the
welcome change of leadership and
direction in the Governor’s office, we
look forward to making progress on
both our long-term and short-term
goals in improving rail service.”

Union County Freeholder Chair-
man Sergio Granados congratulated
Mr. Bergen on his appointment and
added the Freeholder Board would
work to strongly support his goals on
the RVRC.

“Union County as a whole is a
regional transit hub, and long-term
improvements to its rail system are
crucial to the economic well-being of
our residents,” Mr. Granados said.
“My colleagues and I look forward to
working with Freeholder Bergen, who
is leading the RVRC, and Freeholder
Vice-Chairman Kowalski in their ef-
forts to lobby for crucially needed
changes to the system.”

As a major part of his objectives,
Mr. Bergen noted he would empha-
size supporting Governor Phil
Murphy’s goals of improving rail ser-
vice and increasing funding, not just
for the Raritan Valley Line, but for the
crucially important Gateway Project,
and other vital efforts at NJ Transit.

Mr. Bergen expressed the RVRC’s
support for the Gateway Project,
which includes the construction of an
additional two-track tunnel to New
York, adding that the existing net-
work is on “life support,” and in dire
need of repair and expansion. Con-
struction of new tunnels under the
Hudson River could provide suffi-
cient capacity under the Hudson River
to give the Raritan Valley Rail line a
full schedule of one-seat rides to New
York Penn Station.

“The importance of the Gateway
project to the traveling public and the
regional economy cannot be under-
stated. While there are recent news
reports of a setback in funding from
the Trump administration, this is a
project of utmost consequence and
one that the RVRC has been vocifer-
ously advocating for. While some
suggest shrinking the scope of the
Gateway project is a solution to the
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funding problem, reality calls for full
completion of the work,” Mr. Bergen
said.

Mr. Bergen added that he would
also support a current New Jersey State
legislative bill which includes $5 mil-
lion in state funds for capacity im-
provements to the Raritan Valley Line.

To further improve the Raritan Val-
ley Line, the RVRC supports a rail
“flyover” that would alleviate switch-
ing problems between the Raritan
Valley Line and Amtrak, which today
causes train delays. It also supports
the triple tracking of a section of the
rail line and it urges further work on a
same-platform transfer at Newark
Penn Station.

The RVRC was created in 1998 to
advocate for a one-seat ride on the
Raritan Valley Line. At the time,
Raritan Valley riders had to switch
trains at Newark because diesel
engines were not allowed into the
tunnels under the Hudson River.

In 2014, NJ Transit began using
dual-mode locomotives that could
switch from diesel to electric power,
making it possible to have a direct ride
into New York City. The first midday,
off-peak weekday one-seat rides into
New York started in March 2014, and
evening service started in January
2015. However, rush-hour commuters
still have to change trains in Newark.

The Raritan Valley Line is a com-
muter rail service operated by NJ
Transit which serves passengers in
municipalities in Union, Somerset,
Middlesex and Hunterdon counties
in New Jersey. Union County stops
include: Union, Roselle Park,
Cranford, Garwood, Westfield,
Fanwood, Netherwood and Plainfield.
From Union County, the trains travel
westward to High Bridge with 11
additional stops.

Courtesy Jim Lowney/County of Union
NEW SENIOR LOUNGE...Mountainside Mayor Paul Mirabelli cuts the ribbon to
officially open the new Senior Lounge at the Mountainside Municipal Building.
Joining him, from left to right, are:  Councilman Robert W. Messler, Councilwoman
Deanna Andre, Councilwoman Wendy Fech Caccamo,  Union County Freeholder
Alexander Mirabella, and Mountainside Senior Citizen Coordinator Kim Moriak.
The new Senior Lounge and other improvements to the borough’s Senior Center
were made by possible with a $25,000 Union County Senior Focus Grant from the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders.
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Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
ROUND TABLE ON SPECIAL NEEDS...Union County held a roundtable
meeting last week for the special needs community at the Cranford Community
Center. Pictured, from left to right, are: Union County Division of Outreach and
Advocacy Director Maureen Segale-Glenn; Freeholder Chairman Sergio
Granados; Trisha Yurochko, head coach of the Children’s Specialized Hospital
Paralympic Sports Club Children’s Lightning Wheels; Manuel Ramirez and
Nicole DeAugustine of the Union County of Office for People with Special Needs,
and Union County Department of Human Services Director Debbie-Ann Ander-
son. The roundtable meeting was facilitated by Ms. Yurochko as more than 40
participants discussed and assessed current programs and services offered to
individuals with special needs throughout Union County.

Cranford to Host 12th
Police Youth Academy

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Police Department will be hosting
their 12th Annual Cranford Police
Youth Academy.

The academy will begin Monday,
June 25 and conclude Friday, June
29. Classes are run daily from 8 a.m.
to 3 p.m. This law enforcement edu-
cational experience is for students
completing grades six to eight. The
primary goal of the Academy is to
encourage open communication be-
tween the youth of Cranford and mem-
bers of the Cranford Police Depart-
ment. The program gives Cranford

youth the opportunity to see some of
the aspects of the Cranford Police
Department.

Applications for the Cranford Po-
lice Department Youth Academy can
be found on the department website,
www.cranfordnj.org/police-depart-
ment. The deadline for applications
is Monday, April 30 at 3 p.m. There is
a $60 registration fee.

Please contact Detective Steven
D’Ambola with any questions (908)
709-7336 or Captain Joseph Van
Bergen at j-
vanbergen@cranfordnj.org.

Bill Expediting Senior Facility
Entrance Fee Refunds Advances

TRENTON – An Assembly panel
advanced a bill sponsored by Assem-
blywoman Nancy F. Muñoz’s (R-21st,
Summit) to make it easier for seniors
leaving a continuing care retirement
community to get their entrance fee
refund. The bill, A-2747, expedites the
process for entrance fee refunds. It was
unanimously advanced by the Assem-
bly Health Committee by a 12-0 vote.

“Entrance fees can range from
$10,000 to $1 million depending on
the facility,” Asw. Muñoz said.

Under the bill, when a resident
leaves the facility they would be given
a number and placed on a list in
sequential order. As soon as a unit is
sold, they would receive their refund
based on their position on the list

instead of having to wait until their
apartment is sold.

“A person’s apartment may sell in a
few days while another’s may take a
year or more,” she explained. “A se-
nior shouldn’t be penalized because
their apartment may not be as market-
able as their neighbors. They often
need that money especially if they are
moving to another facility.”

CCRCs are senior living facilities
that include independent living com-
munities, assisted living facilities and
long-term care units.
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