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Zoning Board to Continue
Hearing On Pool Application

Bd. OKs Garage, Patio, Over
Neighbors’ Flooding Concerns

Fanwood Citizens Ask for Safety
Forum Regarding SP-F Schools

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The planning board
last Wednesday unanimously ap-
proved a variance application for a
three-car garage and increased im-
pervious coverage on a residential lot
at 145 North Avenue.

The environmental commission, as
well as a group of neighboring resi-
dents, had voiced their opposition to
the increased impervious coverage,
which the applicants, Charles and
Megan Whitney, had requested to the
board in order to make way for a

driveway, three-car garage, and patio
in the rear of their 19th-century home.
There was one neighboring home-
owner who voiced support of the ap-
plication.

At the end of the hearing, the board
felt that the board engineer would
ensure that the applicants’ engineer-
ing consultant would present to the
board’s engineer a stormwater drain-
age plan that would satisfy the
borough’s zoning ordinances. The
applicants are to provide plans for a
retaining wall, a stormwater storage
basin and a rain garden or other plant-

ing that will aid in controlling
stormwater runoff.

Residents who opposed the appli-
cation showed photos from 2013 and
2014 when the applicants had re-
moved a large section of trees from a
forested area behind their home and
during a recent rainstorm that showed
how the property floods since those
trees were removed.

“There is an abundant amount of
water,” said Sheldon Ross, who lives
adjacent to the property on Russell
Road. “Since the work has begun and
the stream is gone, I cannot grow
grass...it’s all moss.”

“There was no flooding before your
work was done. Before you took out
the forest there was no flooding. I had
grass and my driveway wasn’t sink-
ing,” Mr. Ross said.

Ms. Whitney said she and her hus-
band had the trees removed because,
“all we saw was hideous forest in the
backyard.”

The property was once used as a
respite where visitors would go to
relax by the stream and view the rose
gardens, Mr. Ross explained.

“There is a lot of water that comes
off of that lot,” said Alan Campell of
Watson Road.

Paul Madaris, of 68 Watson Road,
who lives downhill of the applicant’s
property, said, “When natural veg-
etation was there, there was signifi-
cantly less flooding.” He said since
the trees were removed a corner of his
basement floods.

Mr. Madaris also said to the board
that the applicants should present a

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — During Monday
night’s borough council agenda meet-
ing, Councilman Anthony Carter said
citizens had approached him about
holding a forum on Saturday to dis-
cuss the safety protocols of the Scotch

Plains-Fanwood schools. Mr. Carter
is the governing body’s public safety
chairman.

“They feel like we are not doing
anything, even though there are tons of
things happening behind the scenes,”
Mr. Carter said.

Mayor Colleen Mahr said she would
want to ensure the forum was “holis-
tic” and that it was universally repre-
sented. Fanwood Police Chief Rich-
ard Trigo is on board, Mr. Carter said.
A time and place were not announced.
“The idea is to have it before the 14th,”
Mr. Carter said.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School students are planning a walk-
out on Wednesday, March 14, which is
one month after the shooting at Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High School in
Parkland, Fla. Students are planning
to walk out of their classrooms and
the school for 17 minutes in solidar-
ity with the 17 students and staff
who were killed and to show their
protest of gun violence. This is a
movement that is planned in other
communities across the nation as
well.

Also, last week a meeting was
held with Scotch Plains and
Fanwood representatives from both
municipalities’ governing bodies,
police and the board of education to
discuss security systems in place at

the schools, Mr. Carter said.
In other business, the borough

received a $400,000 grant from the
New Jersey Department of Trans-
portation, Mayor Mahr announced.
“That’s really good,” the mayor said.
The borough’s application was for
roadwork at Ginder Place and
Stewart Place.

The borough’s local government
television station will be tempo-
rarily suspended until Verizon and
Comcast can resolve technical is-
sues on their end, Councilman Tom
Kranz said. He said the borough
had e-mailed a survey to residents
and 80 responses were received.

“The overwhelming majority do
not watch the TV channel. I feel like
we are spending a lot of time for a
TV station nobody is watching,”
said Mr. Kranz, who questioned the
value of the television station to the
borough’s residents. He also noted
that the borough’s Wifi bandwidth
is not great enough to air a live
recording over the Internet.

Elizabethtown Gas Co. is plan-
ning to replace a gas line on North
Avenue this spring, Borough Engi-
neer Antonios Panagopoulos said.
“They are ripping up roads again
and I haven’t seen any compensa-
tion,” Mayor Mahr said.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zoning
board of adjustment will resume a
hearing next month on an application
by homeowners seeking to install a
pool and outdoor pavilion on their
property.

George and Shari Erasmus want to
put in an in-ground pool, measuring
about 40 feet long and 22 feet wide, at
the rear of their home at 20 Pheasant
Lane, and also construct a pavilion
adjacent to the pool for grilling and
dining. Their property is what attor-
ney Stephen Hehl described as a “very
unique piece of property” set in a
“very unique location.”

At last Thursday’s board hearing,
he called the isolated property “the
most extreme flag lot I’ve ever seen,”
with a long driveway leading from
the street to the house, and said neigh-
boring homes are nearly impossible
to see from the Erasmus property due
to the heavy tree growth and a town-
ship-owned easement. After a hear-

ing that lasted 75 minutes, the board
then spent 30 minutes discussing
board members’ concerns about what
some felt was an incomplete set of
drawings and renderings of the pro-
posed pool and pavilion.

During the hearing, architect
Raymond O’Brien showed a render-
ing of the pavilion, the 726 square
feet of which was lower than docu-
ments the board had earlier been pro-
vided. There also was some confu-
sion over the exact location of the
pavilion. Some board members also
expressed a desire to see more details
on planned landscaping around the
pool and pavilion.

Board Vice-Chairman Rich Duthie
said the applicants’ submissions were
“challenging at best” while Board
Chairman Ken Anderson said more
detailed and accurate drawings would
be helpful, “so we know what it is
we’re approving.” He said it would
be difficult to craft a resolution of
approval given the sometimes con-

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TOO MUCH FOR MOTHER NATURE...Friday's winter storm downed trees throughout the area, including a set of tall
pine trees at a Scotch Plains property.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RT. 22 AT A STANDSTILL... Last Friday's severe winds plus snow and rain
flooded parts of Route 22. The highway was closed until Saturday afternoon due
to a downed tree that fell across several power lines.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STORM DAMAGE..Friday’s nor’easter brought down a large number of trees in
the area including this one in front of a Scotch Plains home.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PANCAKES FOR ALL...Elected officials and others brought hearty appetites to
the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad's annual pancake breakfast Sunday to raise
money for the squad's activities. Pictured, from left to right, are: Councilman Ted
Spera, township downtown coordinator Tom Strowe and Mayor Alexander
Smith.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
HAPPY 95TH BIRTHDAY...Fanwood’s Joe Nagy, left, was given a surprise 95th
birthday party on Sunday attended by Mayor Colleen Mahr and the borough
council. He is pictured here with contemporaries Earl Phillips, center, a charter
member of the Fanwood Rescue Squad, and Bob McCarthy, a former Fanwood
councilman.

Restaurant Corrects Health
Inspection Violations

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Turning Point
Restaurants owner Kirk Ruoff and
regional manager Kerrie Dwyer ad-
dressed the Central Avenue eatery’s
previous conditionally unsatisfactory
ratings upon health inspections at
Monday’s board of health meeting.
Mr. Ruoff said both technological
improvements and personnel changes
have been made to avoid any future
non-compliant instances. Turning
Point has been upgraded to satisfac-
tory upon a January 17, 2018 inspec-
tion.

“Turning Point leadership really
put forth a strong effort to correct
violations, an effort not often put forth
from many offenders the department
deals with,” Health Inspector Helen
Mendez said.

Turning Point violations included
having fluctuating temperatures for
its dishwasher during sanitization, Ms.
Mendez said. She also said sink water
temperatures were fluctuating.

Mr. Ruoff said the replacement or

advancement to a water heating sys-
tem, which is not tank-based, is es-
sential to maintaining constant hot
water. Mr. Ruoff said tank-based sys-
tems allowed for negligent employ-
ees to drain the establishment’s warm
water when leaving the faucet run-
ning.

Mr. Ruoff said new drying racks
have been purchased to properly store
drying dishware and silverware. In
response to food temperature or ther-
mometer calibrations being not prop-
erly provided and documented, Turn-
ing Point has invested in a “very
costly” restaurant management soft-
ware system called Jolt, Mr. Ruoff
added.

Mr. Ruoff said Jolt is a self-audit-
ing system creating daily checklists
for managers to keep accurate food
temperature logs. The software con-
nects a thermometer to an iPad to
create a temperature log journal.

“The dirty industry secret is food
logs can be altered or falsified. Our
system does not allow for this while
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