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Local Letters to the Editor
The Madness Of Overdevelopment

And The Horror Stories
Your editorial in the June 21,

2018 edition of The Westfield
Leader was dead on regarding
the overdevelopment is not just
single town issue but regional.
We must cast aside our home
rule mentality and start think-
ing outside the box (aka out-
side our borders). The afford-
able housing mandates affect
500 towns statewide. The bal-
ance of cities unaffected by the
housing mandates are exempt
based on state aid, similar to
the old “Abbot District” fund-
ing. The horrible fact is that
these 60 cities actually do have
affordable housing numbers be-
ing generated but since they
are exempt, these AH housing
units get redistributed to the
rest of the state’s towns. That’s
around 5,000 units redistrib-
uted. Does that make sense?

The present affordable hous-
ing numbers, designated by an
outside legal firm, FSHC, that
has no connection to the state,
but for some illogical reason is
allowed by the state Legislature
to set policy on all the towns,
has placed affordable-housing
numbers around 280,000 which
one may think is set in stone,
but suddenly this number is al-
lowed by negotiations and dis-
counts comes down to 180,000.
One then wonders just where
these numbers are coming from.
If you ask your mayor and coun-
cil, it is a near guarantee that to
a person, they cannot answer.
Some governing bodies actually
are quoted as saying they are
agreeing to their towns AH num-
ber with a proverbial “knife to
the throat.” This is due to a
Damocles Sword of a “builder’s
remedy lawsuit” that develop-
ers can unilaterally bring against

a town. All suits regarding af-
fordable housing have been lost
by the towns. This tells us some-
thing is amiss and the process is
totally one-sided.

If you drive around the state,
basically all you will observe be-
ing built is high-density residen-
tial projects. This is all collateral
to our AH housing mandates.
The projects we encounter usu-
ally have only 15 to 25 percent
AH units and the balance are
“market rate” units. One won-
ders why we have to have four to
six times market rate units. This
certainly does not make sense
in satisfying the small amount of
affordable units. The total
people, children and cars spill-
ing out into the towns and streets
are overloading our infrastruc-
tures such as road intersections,
utilities, sewerage, schools, gov-
ernment programs and not just
in the one town but in the neigh-
boring towns and those towns
next to them, etc, etc. It is a
dynamic that all towns are con-
nected and thus impacted by
this problem, no town is im-
mune to this common overload.

We must understand there is
definitely an “unaffordability” is-
sue with our housing stock and
overall there is nothing wrong
with the number of affordable
units that are required state-
wide. But this whole process
where not a single town wins any
lawsuit they put forth, but in-
stead caves into the huge over-
development concept based on
suspect numbers in the first place
says something is definitely
wrong. To put the impacts in
perspective: The 180,000 AH
units when combined with the
market rate projected buildings
will create a total of nearly one

million more housing stock to be
built by 2025 (seven years from
now!). NJ presently has 3.3 mil-
lion homes so that is a 30 percent
increase in statewide housing
units. This million housing units
will conservatively generate 1.5
million people statewide, and
increase the state population by
17 percent. There will be another
1.2 million automobiles driving
our roads. There could be any-
where from 150,000 to 300,000
more children in our schools de-
pending on the studies at hand.
We are already the densest state
in the nation. Developers are
cherry picking the best towns to

build in right now for best return
on investment. That puts Union,
Bergen, Morris Counties as their
targets and thus the reason you
are seeing so much building
around this area.

There are two state assembly
people carrying the torch and
traveling around the area giv-
ing seminars on what is wrong
with this process. They are Holly
Schepisi of Bergen county and
Jon Bramnick of Union County.
If you get a chance attend or
watch a video on this issue. The
latest is on the Scotch Plains
township website. There is also

a nascent grassroots citizen’s
campaign called “Citizens Im-
proving Affordable Housing.”
Their Facebook page is “NJ-stop
the madness (of overdevelop-
ment).” Join to actually read of
the horror stories many differ-
ent towns’ residents are facing
around the state. Because it
has become a regional and
statewide issue, no town is im-
mune to the impact of traffic,
pollution, and housing/popula-
tion explosions. All mayors and
councils should join in a pos-
sible moratorium resolution or
a class action lawsuit against
the huge amount of market rate
units that piggyback onto the
small amount of affordable
housing units. Talk to each other
and come to consensus of di-
rection. Forego your isolated
home rule mentality. I will write
another letter giving some sug-
gestions of directions that could
ameliorate this issue.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

CRANFORD
Thursday, June 14, Naheema

Faine, 23, of Linden was ar-
rested and charged with pos-
session of less than 50 grams of
marijuana and possession of
drug paraphernalia. The arrest
was the result of a motor vehicle
stop on Centennial Avenue for a
seatbelt violation. Faine was
processed and provided with a
Municipal Court appearance
date. Additionally, she was is-
sued motor vehicle summonses
for driving with a suspended li-
cense, a seatbelt violation and a
brake lamp out.

Saturday, June 16, Richard
Talbert, 31, of Newark was ar-
rested and charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI) follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop at North
Avenue East and Carpenter Place
for erratic driving. Talbert was
processed and provided with a
Municipal Court appearance date.
Additionally, he was issued mo-
tor vehicle summonses for care-
less driving, failure to keep right,
and a brake lamp out.

Saturday, June 16, Leo
Sotomayor, 30, of Linden was
arrested and charged with DWI
after police responded to check
on a 2015 Nissan located on
Cranford Terrace near Centen-
nial Avenue East. Sotomayor was

processed and provided with a
Municipal Court appearance date.
Additionally, he was issued a
motor vehicle summons for im-
proper parking.

Sunday, June 17, Valentino
Stylianou, 20, of Linden was ar-
rested and charged with posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of
marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia following a motor
vehicle stop at Raritan Road and
Centennial Avenue for erratic
driving. Stylianou, a passenger
in the 2008 Mercury, was pro-
cessed and provided with a Mu-
nicipal Court appearance date.
Additionally, the driver was is-
sued motor vehicle summonses
for failure to keep right and not
having a valid insurance card in
his possession.

Monday, June 18, Darryl Hayes,
58, of Newark was arrested and
charged with shoplifting, pos-
session of a controlled danger-
ous substance and possession of
drug paraphernalia. Police units
were dispatched to a business on
South Avenue West for a re-
ported shoplifting. Following an
investigation at the scene, Hayes
was arrested and charged with
shoplifting and possession of
suspected crack cocaine. Hayes
was processed and provided with
a state Superior Court appear-
ance date. He also was found to
have four criminal arrest war-
rants out of the Township of Hill-
side.

Electronics Recycling
Event on June 30

COUNTY – Union County is
offering a free electronics recy-
cling event on Saturday, June
30, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., at
the Union County Vocational-
Technical Schools campus,
1776 Raritan Road, Scotch
Plains.

Any Union County resident
may bring unwanted televi-
sions, computers, printers and
other electronic equipment to
this e-cycling site. There is a
limit of six items per vehicle.

For more details on local
curbside recycling, visit the
“Curbside Recycling” link at
ucnj.org/recycling or contact a
local recycling coordinator.

For more details on upcoming
recycling events, visit ucnj.org/
recycling.

Probitas Verus Honos


