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GENEROSITY FOR LIFE HOUSE...Grand Knight Michael Collings and
Msgr. Ron Marczewski of the Garwood Knights of Columbus present Raphael’s
Life House co-founder Edith Coogan with a donation of $500 on June 13 to
support the mission of Raphael’s Life House, which helps homeless pregnant
women. For more information on Raphael’s Life House, visit
raphaelslifehouse.org/our-history.html. Pictured, from left to right, are: Mr.
Collings, Thomas Karmol, Ms. Coogan, Msgr. Marczewski and Jack Leary.

Cranford Planning Board Proposes
Amending Driveway Ordinance

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The planning
board is to recommend a change
to the ordinance pertaining to
driveways after the board held a
discussion Wednesday at its
workshop meeting about the
impact the present zoning law
has on current homeowners.

The board is to recommend
that homeowners who wish to
repave their driveway can re-
pave it without any further
changes to the placement and
size of the driveway without need-
ing a variance should it not meet
the zoning requirements.

“I’m glad you are
grandfathering,” said Susan Wil-
son of 306 North Union Avenue,
who had initiated the request to
change the ordinance a few
months ago.

The current ordinance says a
driveway must be at least three
feet from the side-yard property
line. This will remain in the ordi-
nance, but will only apply to new
construction homes.

Also, the proposed amendment
to the ordinance would say that
the driveway must be at least 10
feet wide and no wider than a
third of the lot width.

Mayor Thomas Hannen, Jr. sug-
gested to add a stormwater man-
agement system, such as a
drywell, to any driveway that is
wider than 10 feet.

Ms. Simon said she did not
agree with the requirement of a
stormwater management system
because of properties that have
a two-car garage or larger.

Also, Zoning Officer Ron
Johnson said the current
stormwater ordinance says that
when a property owner adds new

impervious surface over 300
square feet then they are to pro-
vide a stormwater management
system. His concerns were that
there would be conflicting zoning
laws.

Mr. Johnson also said he
thought it was a good idea to not
mandate that driveways in a resi-
dential zone have Belgium block
along the side perimeters be-
cause some people have said
they are a tripping hazard, and
also without the block it allows
rainwater to flow into the grass
instead of straight down into the
roadway.

The board also affirmed that a
permit currently is required to
repave a driveway and the re-
quirement will remain in the zon-
ing ordinance.

Mr. Johnson also said there is
no existing ordinance that says a
driveway cannot be situated in
front of the primary structure,
and he suggested adding an or-
dinance that does not allow drive-
ways there. Circular driveways
would not be included in the front-
yard ordinance.

The board also said it is to
recommend to amend an ordi-
nance to allow preexisting steps
to a front entrance be rebuilt as
is, without having to get a vari-
ance from the zoning board if it
encroaches on the setback re-
quirements.

During public comment, Monica
Shimkus of 105 Miln Street said
she was “concerned about the
house on 106 Eastman Street.”
She explained the property was
once zoned as residential but has
since changed. The planning
board had codified a master plan
in 2014, planning board member
Lynda Feder said, and the zone
had been modified in that plan.
The house is located next to a
retail/commercial building and a
church and sits across from the

post office.
“The owner, Eastman Proper-

ties, who bought the house in
2007...would like to knock down
the building...I would like to save
the house if possible,” Ms.
Shimkus said.

The property owner has pro-
posed to the zoning board in his
application to build a mixed-use
building with retail and residen-
tial.

“Regardless, if this gets
approved...he can still level the
house and we would lose that
cultural heritage property,” Ms.
Shimkus said.

During board comments, Mayor
Hannen proposed the board con-
sider expanding the current mini-
mum lot width in all residential
zones as a means to curtail sub-
divisions.

Many of the zones in the town-
ship have been changed to re-
flect wider minimum lot widths,
Ms. Feder said.

“Is that the character we want
the community to start doing
because it is financially advanta-
geous for developers to come in
and buy a single-family lot and
chop it in half...and put two homes
on it,” Mayor Hannen said.

In other business, the plan-
ning board announced that
SCODEE, LLC has filed a civil
action lawsuit against the board
after it denied its application to
subdivide its property located at
112 Park Drive adjacent to
Nomahegan Park at its April
meeting. SCODEE had sought to
subdivide the single lot into two
fully conforming lots. Board
members listed building in a flood
zone as well as access to the
property among reasons to re-
ject the application. The county
owns the land in front of the
property as part of Nomahegan
Park. The land also is subject to
the state’s Green Acres program.

John L. Costa, 80,
Devoted to His Family

John L. Costa, 80, born in
Garwood, N.J., to the late Mary
(Englehardt) and Joseph P. Costa,
passed away on Saturday, June
16, 2018, in Henderson, Nev.

John was the loving husband of
Karen (Seeley) Costa. He was
preceded in death by his daugh-
ter, Janice. He is survived by his
sons, John (Cynthia) and Michael;
daughters, Susan Costa and
Patricia Rodriguez (Edgar);
former wife, Barbara (Swanson)
Costa; brother, Joseph G. Costa;
sisters, Dolores Roberts Benoit
(Roland) and Joan Ujhely;

brother-in-law, Rodger Seeley
(Karen); eight grandchildren and
10 nieces and nephews.

John graduated from Don Bosco
Tech and was a vice-president of
Accurate Bushing Company in
Garwood for 30 plus years until
retiring. He was a member of the
Garwood Knights of Columbus
and a former Grand Knight.

Donations may be made to the
American Lung Association or the
Garwood Knights of Columbus. A
memorial will be held at a future
date.
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