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jected to collect revenue over $7
million in 30 years between ad-
ministrative fee collection and
other development revenue
shares.

In other business, Councilman
Marc Lazarow said after contrac-
tor review the Hartman Park bas-
ketball court initially proposed to
be resealed will have to be fully
repaved. The repaving and re-
painting cost exceeded the
$17,000 bid threshold, “coming
in at $21,000,” Mr. Lazarow said.

“The money to complete this
repaving would come out of the
bond ordinance we passed for
Hartman Park, so no additional
money would be spent,” Mr.
Lazarow said. “I, and members
of the Buildings and Grounds
Committee, feel we have the op-
portunity in front of us to fully
repave that court within the ex-
isting bond ordinance,” he added.
He said he wanted to advise his
colleagues on the situation so
there would be full support sur-
rounding the alterations in the
revitalization plans.

“It will be more cost efficient in

the long run,” said Mr. Lazarow
on why the repaving is a prudent
decision.

Mr. Lazarow said $7,000 will be
allocated to purchase mulch sur-
rounding the new Hartman Park
playground equipment. Initially,
the borough’s Department of
Public Works (DPW) was going to
purchase and install the mulch,
he said. He said the DPW fore-
man advised the mulching pro-
cess would be cost ineffective for
the borough if not outsourced to
a private contractor.

Equipment purchases would be
needed to complete the job, and
with labor and mulch storage
costs, the amount would exceed
the outsourcing costs, Mr.
Lazarow said.

“(I’m) kind of upset with what’s
happening at Hartman Park. We
keep adding (costs) to Hartman
Park,” said Councilman
McCormack.

Mr. McCormack stated that he
“finds it odd; something was ap-
proved. Now we’re asking for
extra money.”

Councilwoman Jennifer
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CONGRATS TO CPD...The Cranford Police Department promoted one officer,
hired another officer, and gave awards to two officers and one mechanic who are
retiring from the force at  a ceremony held Tuesday at the municipal building.

Blumenstock said she supports
the revitalization process.

Mayor Charles Lombardo broke
a voting deadlock to approve a
resolution authorizing the
Hartman Park Playground Project
vendor list including the mulch
vendors and paving vendors.

Councilwoman Cuccaro, Coun-
cilman McCormack and Council-
woman Bianco voted no on the
resolution approving the Hartman
Park vendor list.

Mayor Lombardo said the bor-
ough is “far along in the pro-
cess,” citing the benefits the re-
vitalized park will have for
Garwood children.

The mayor honored Glenn
Lewis, who officially retired after
serving 35 years as a DPW em-
ployee.

“I am very grateful I had this
job all these years. Hopefully, we
can continue to move the de-
partment forward with equip-
ment,” Mr. Lewis said.

Mr. Lewis started working for the
borough on November 29, 1983.

start of the school year.
Ben Shaffer & Associates, Inc.

was selected to provide the play-
ground equipment at a cost of
$136,566, as well as playground
rubber wear mats at a cost not to
exceed $8,036, and playground
safety surfacing at a cost not to
exceed $26,363.

Three new high-definition cam-
eras for the recording of meet-
ings that take place in the mu-
nicipal building were approved
at a cost just under $20,000.
Cranford TV-35 records and airs
the video on television and online.

The township received two
grants: a Solid Waste Adminis-
tration Clean Communities Grant
from the state in the amount of
$41,668 and a Union County Level
the Playing Field Grant of $25,470.

The township agreed to enter
into a shared-services agreement
for the operation of Emergency
Dispatching Services with the

County of Union.
The township committee also

authorized the closure of Eastman
Street from North Avenue West
to Miln Street, and the closure of
Miln Street from North Avenue
West to Eastman Street, from 5
to 8:30 p.m. on Thursday, July
19, for a LEGO contest.

Gina Tomas was appointed as a
full-time technical assistant
within the Construction Code
Office effective Monday, July 16,
at a salary of $45,000, with a
salary adjustment to $49,000
upon completion of the Technical
Assistant certification.

During public comments, resi-
dent Jim Carvalho said the
records he received from the
township clerk’s office showed
there was no record of any road
surface assessment or traffic vol-
ume assessment performed be-
fore deciding which roads were
to be resurfaced between the
years of 2012 and 2017.

Mr. Carvalho commented that
during that time period the town-
ship has had either a consultant
engineer hired by contract, or a
staff engineer. In both cases, he
said, there were no assessments
performed. He said in terms of
“transparency and accountabil-
ity for taxpayers, both systems
are insufficient.”

Commissioner Mary O’Connor
said the municipal building will
start summer hours on July 6 by
closing on Fridays at 1 p.m.
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Arrest Made In Connection
With Explosion In Cranford
CRANFORD — A Linden man

was arrested last week in con-
nection with an explosion in
Cranford.

On June 20, at 7:06 p.m., the
Cranford Police Department re-
ceived information that an explo-
sion was heard in the area of Raritan
Road and Summit Terrace.

Through a joint investigation
with the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office and Linden
Police Department, the Cranford
Police Department Detective
Bureau identified a suspect
through surveillance video and
eyewitness accounts.

With the assistance of the New

Jersey Office of Homeland Security
and Preparedness, the Union County
S.W.A.T. Team, the Union County
Bomb Squad, the Union County
Sheriff’s Department, and the Joint
Terrorism Task Force, a search war-
rant was executed on June 21 at the
suspect’s home in Linden.

The suspect, Michael Kussup, 26,
was charged with possession of
prohibited destructive devices, 3rd
degree crime; possession of less
than 50 grams of marijuana and
possession of drug paraphernalia.

Kussup was processed at
Cranford Police headquarters and
provided with a Union County State
Superior Court appearance date.
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