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l'ennemi du journaliste

COUGAR MONAHAN TOSSES TWO-HITTER; RAIDER PITCHER VEGLIA 3 STRONG INNINGS

Cranford Tops Raiders, 5-1, in Cal Ripken 12U District 12
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Cougar Ben Monahan was flow-
ing well on the mound but was
involved in a tight duel with Raider
starter Anthony Veglia until his
team’s bats came alive with four
runs in the fourth inning to snap
a 1-1 tie en route to a 5-1 Cranford
victory over Scotch Plains-
Fanwood in the Cal Ripken 12U
District 12 Tournament at
Gumbert 1 Field in Westfield on
June 20.

Cranford (2-1) won its first
game in the tournament with a

15-1 triumph over Westfield
White but then suffered a 7-3
setback to a talented Chatham
team. The 0-3 Raiders were
humbled, 10-0, by the Millburn
Millers but showed their com-
petitiveness by giving Westfield
Blue all they could handle in a 5-
2 loss.

The top-6 teams in the nine-
team field would qualify for the
playoffs and as of June 21,
Chatham and Millburn were both
sitting at 2-0, while Cranford,
Summit and Westfield Blue were
all 2-1. New Providence was 1-1

and Westfield White was 1-2,
while the Raiders and South Or-
ange-Maplewood were both 0-3.

In his six innings, Monahan,
working with Sean Woodruff be-
hind the plate, yielded only a
single to Sam Sponheimer and
Luke Doyle, whom he also hit
with a pitch. The Raiders did put
the ball in play against Monahan,
who recorded just two strikeouts.

“We were making good contact
against him. For a kid who threw
as good as him with as nasty a
curveball as him, I don’t know
how many strikeouts he had but
we were putting the ball in play

and they made the plays,” Raider
Coach Ed DiFrancesco said.

Veglia allowed just two hits and
a walk in the first three innings,
while striking out one Cougar.
After retiring the first batter in
the fourth, Veglia yielded a single
and an RBI double before being
relieved by Chris Kennedy, who

finished the game.
“Their first pitcher caused all

kinds of problems with us. I don’t
know if he was throwing
curveballs all the time, whatever
was going but it had our kids out
in front, out in front all the time.
We were happy when they
brought him out and they brought
a kid in who threw the ball a little
harder. And it seems now all the
sudden we started to hit the ball
a little harder,” Cranford Coach
Jim Grady said.

“He’s been a great pitcher for
us all year. All throughout the
spring he had great control. He’s
got great movement on his
pitches. When he throws strikes,
he’s as difficult to hit as anybody.
He had them completely off-bal-
ance. They are a good hitting
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