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Where Art Meets Architecture: This wonderfully renovated five bedroom 1895 Colonial in an
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Area Fireworks Displays
Start Saturday Night

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

REGION — Towns throughout the
area will hold fireworks events for
Independence Day, July 4. The events
are as follows:

Saturday, June 30
The Township of Scotch Plains will

host its third annual Independence
Day Fireworks at the Scotch Hills
Golf Course. This year’s celebration
will feature a performance by The
Scotch Plainsmen, a group of musi-
cians who have performed as the
backup band for our own Pat DiNizio
of the Smithereens. Attendees are
encouraged to come early and to bring
chairs and blankets and to wear com-
fortable shoes; no heels will be per-
mitted on the golf course. The fire-
works will go off at dusk.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA will host a “Red, Y, and Blue”
station with fun activities for kids
from 7:30 to 9 p.m. Food vendors will
be on site throughout the evening.
Alcoholic beverages are not permit-
ted on the premises. There will be
several road closures leading up to
and during the event to ensure safety
for pedestrians and motorists alike.
See www.scotchplainsnj.gov for de-
tails. The golf course will be open
Saturday morning for golfers; the last

tee time is at noon. The course will re-
open at noon on Sunday, July 1. For
more information, please contact the
township manager’s office at (908)
322-6700, extension 314.

Tuesday, July 3
New Providence will hold its an-

nual Downtown Fireworks Spectacu-
lar with festivities taking place on
South Street starting at 7 p.m. Fire-
works launch at 9:30 p.m. Activities
will include a DJ and “Chalk on South”
for kids of all ages. Attendees should
bring lawn chairs or blankets to enjoy
the festivities. In case of rain, infor-
mation will be posted at
www.newprovbiz.com and
www.newprov.org. The rain date is
Wednesday, July 5.

Wednesday, July 4
Cranford’s festivities begin at 9

a.m. with canoe races scheduled at
the Cranford Canoe Club, 250 Spring-
field Avenue. Registration will be im-
mediately before the races at 8:30
a.m. on July 4, at the Canoe Club. The
Jaycees will conduct their Annual
Firecracker Run beginning with a one-
mile Fun Run at 8:30 a.m. and a four-
miler at 9 a.m. at Nomahegan Park.
There will also be amusement rides
and games at 5p.m. The fireworks
will begin at 9:15 p.m. at Nomahegan
Park. Limited parking will be avail-

able at Union County College, 1033
Springfield Avenue, however, resi-
dents are urged to walk if possible.
The rain date for fireworks only will
be on Thursday, July 5.

The Mountainside PAL will present
its annual Independence Day Fire-
works show to begin at dusk at Our
Lady of Lourdes fields. There will be
DJ entertainment, snacks and give-
aways prior to the show. The event is
done in conjunction with
Mountainside Borough and the
Mountainside Fire Department.

Summit’s Fourth of July celebra-
tion is a day-long celebration marked
by traditions including the Children’s
Decorated Bicycle Parade at 10 a.m.
and the Grand Fireworks Display at
9:15 a.m. After last year’s success,
the Food Truck Festival (6 p.m.) will
welcome a variety of vendors and
will be expanded. New evening en-
tertainment will feature The Infernos
on the main stage. Carnival rides and
children’s entertainment will also
continue into the night for the second
year, purchase a bounce pass and
bounce all night long.

Clark Townships’s fireworks dis-
play will be held on the soccer field at
Arthur L. Johnson High School on
Westfield Avenue. Fireworks begin
at dusk.

Tourist Trap Or Attraction?
It’s In the Eye of the Tourist

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for the Summer Travel Series

There are tourist traps and there are
tourist attractions—and the defini-
tion of each usually depends on who’s
doing the defining. For me, a true
tourist trap is overcrowded, lacking
in anything that’s actually interesting
or just a big disappointment once you
get there. Then there are those places
some might label as a tourist trap but,
to me, are entirely worth my time to
check out.

Times Square — the crossroads of
the world — is also the crossroads for
everything that makes a tourist trap a
tourist trap: noise, congestion, sou-
venir shops, overpriced chain restau-
rants, vendors, street performers, hus-
tlers, hucksters, neon lights galore
and more people crammed into a small
area than you’d ever believe pos-
sible.  I avoid it.  But if you must go,
do it late at night when it’s less of a
mob scene and the neon lights actu-
ally look pretty dazzling.

Copenhagen, the capital of Den-
mark, is a beautiful city. So go and
enjoy the great food, check out Tivoli
Gardens and Nyhavn, venture into
Christiania — but skip the Little Mer-
maid. The statue is all of four feet high
and sits on a few rocks in water several
feet off the shore of a pretty park that’s
worth visiting, but don’t go just to see
this disappointing landmark.

To my thinking, there should be no
argument about the world’s true tourist
traps. Avoid any and all wax museums.
Here’s a secret: They’re not real people.
You’re not actually standing next to
Madonna or Queen Elizabeth so why
would you waste money to snap a photo
of yourself standing next to a lousy
facsimile?

Avoid the Hollywood Walk of Fame.
It’s located on a stretch of Hollywood
Boulevard that’s cluttered with tourists,
tour buses, souvenir shops, street per-
formers and not much else — unless the
hand and foot prints of celebrities past

and present in the sidewalk outside the
old Chinese Theater is something you
want to see.

And Plymouth Rock? Just as the
Little Mermaid statue is really little,
Plymouth Rock, an unremarkable-
looking rock that was supposedly the
first piece of land touched by the
Pilgrims in the New World, is just
that: a rock. Spend your time else-
where in New England.

On the other hand, a lot of people
slap the tourist-trap label on one of
the world’s great tourist traps, but,
still, I was quite awed by Niagara
Falls. As kitschy as its image may be,
the Falls themselves are an amazing
and powerful sight to behold. If you’re
in the area, take an afternoon to check
it out, especially from the Canadian
side where the view is superior.

If you can endure waiting on a long
line to go up to the top of, say, the
Empire State Building or the Freedom
Tower or the Willis Tower in Chicago
or the CN Tower in Toronto, do so.
The views are breathtaking in all di-
rections. The same goes for the Eiffel
Tower in Paris. Of course the views
are going to be gorgeous. It’s Paris!

Admittedly, the White House tour
doesn’t amount to very much. You’ll
see the Red, Blue and Green Rooms,
which are filled with museum pieces,
along with the famous East Room and
the State Dining Room. But if you’re a
history buff, it’s still a thrill being inside
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue and then
exiting via the familiar North Portico.

The same goes for the U.S. Capitol
building. The organized tour is lim-
ited and doesn’t show much besides
what you’d expect such as the Ro-
tunda, the Senate and House cham-
bers and a few other interesting spots.
If you’re hoping to see a famous
politician or two, it’s better to wander
the halls of the adjacent Senate and
House office buildings when Con-
gress is in session.

Then there are those touristy places

whose appeal depends on your per-
sonal likes and dislikes and whether
you have the time.

If you’re a big Beatles fan, seeing
the spot in London where the cover of
the Fab Four’s “Abbey Road” album
was taken might be worth a look. Just
be mindful of the cars — driving on the
left, no less! — if you try to recreate
the Beatles’ walk across the street.

If you enjoy crowds, most of whom
will likely be tipsy, drunk or inebri-
ated by mid-afternoon each day, and
a nonstop party environment, then
Bourbon Street in New Orleans is the
place to be. But it’s not the place for
a romantic stroll or quiet reflection.

If you love gambling and all that
revolves around it, Atlantic City is
two hours away, although there’s
not much else to do there outside of
the boardwalk area.

If I had to recommend a gambler’s
paradise, I’d head for the true mecca
of glitz and gaudiness and noise and
bells and whistles and the promise
of instant winnings, Las Vegas. From
the moment you step off the plane at
the airport and see slot machines
inside the terminal, you’ll know
you’re in a different world. Las Ve-
gas is a place to be experienced
once in your life.

Then there are those touristy places
that might be worth a stop, but only if
you happen to be in the immediate
area. The Leaning Tower of Pisa is, I
must admit, pretty cool to see in per-
son. It actually does lean and is an
attractive structure. But don’t invest a
big chunk of time from elsewhere in
picturesque Tuscany to go see it.

The same is true for the town of
Greenwich in the U.K., a few miles
east of London. There you’ll find the
meridian line that separates east from
west in the same way the equator sepa-
rates north from south. There’s even a
marker in the pavement allowing tour-
ists to put one foot in the eastern hemi-
sphere and the other in the western.


