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Fanwood Pres. VBS
On Tap For July

FANWOOD — The Fanwood
Presbyterian Church will hold a
Vacation Bible School Monday
through Thursday, July 16 to 20,
from 9 a.m. to noon each day.

The theme will be “Shipwrecked,
rescued by Jesus.” Children will
discover the truth that Jesus car-
ries them through every storm in
life – when they are lonely, wor-
ried, struggling, disobedient or
feeling powerless. This program is
for children from 4 years old to
those entering sixth grade.

Vacation Bible School provides
opportunities for fun, friends,
games, snacks and Bible Study. Reg-
istration forms are available on the
church website, fanwoodpc.org, or
registration can be done mornings
at the church office, located at 74 S.
Martine Avenue, Fanwood. For
more information, e-mail
vbsfanwood@gmail.com or call
(908) 889-8891.

JUNIORS BRING JOY...The Junior section of the Rake and Hoe Garden Club of
Westfield beautify the Butterfly Garden at the Shadowlawn Pocket Park in
Westfield. Pictured, from left to right, are: Back row, Amanda Saba and Riley
Dupuis, and front row, Arabella Morabito, CJ Strauss, Lexi Strauss, Arlene
Bound, Malissa Morabito, Alyssa Stumpf and Lila Spadaro.

Spencer Savings Bank’s Marta Alexandre
Is Appointed to GWACC Board

WESTFIELD — Spencer Savings
Bank’s Branch Manager Marta
Alexandre has been appointed as a
new board member of the Greater
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce (GWACC), after serving as a
member of the organization for the
past eight years.

The election comes at an exciting
time for Ms. Alexandre, Spencer Sav-
ings Bank, and the Westfield commu-
nity as a whole. Currently serving as
Spencer’s Garwood Branch Manager,
Ms. Alexandre will soon be relocat-
ing, with the entire Garwood staff, to
the bank’s new, technologically ad-
vanced Financial Center. The
Westfield Financial Center will be
located in the heart of Westfield in
their downtown area, across from the
train station, at 240 North Avenue
West. Opening in early July, it will
showcase the latest banking technol-
ogy designed to handle more routine
transactions and simplify banking —
leaving on-site bank representatives
free to assist with more complex trans-
actions. The Financial Center will be
a unique combo of Banking Center
and Loan Production Office. Com-
mercial loan officers will be stationed
there to assist with business and com-
mercial loan customer needs.

Celebrating 15 years with Spencer
and 24 years total in the banking
industry, Ms. Alexandre not only
works in Union County but is also a
longtime resident, giving her a strong
sense of what local residents and busi-
nesses need. In addition to being part
of the GWACC for nearly a decade,
Marta has also been a member of the
Westfield Rotary Club since 2011,
where she also served as Past-Presi-
dent and Chair. She has worked with
various organizations that are com-
mitted to improving the lives of resi-
dents and businesses in the area.

“I’m extremely excited to play a
greater role in the GWACC’s initia-
tives,” Ms. Alexandre said. “Thanks
in large part to the time, energy and
resources the Chamber pours into the
community, Westfield businesses can
continue to grow and thrive, while
proudly serving local residents and
families. And with Spencer bringing
its new banking concept to Westfield,
there is even more to look forward to.”

Ms. Alexandre was one of four mem-
bers elected for a two-year term of
office, and will join her first meeting
as a board member on July 10, 2018.
The other newly-elected members are
Ron Bansky, Paul Mecca and Mat-
thew Pejkovic. “These new board
members bring a wealth of experience
and knowledge to our board and they
will have a positive effect on the Cham-

ber,” said GWACC President Maria
Fuentes. Spencer congratulates all
members on their recent appointments.

About the GWACC
Established over 70 years ago, the

GWACC is the primary business orga-
nization in Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Garwood, Mountainside and Westfield.
The Chamber promotes local business
opportunities, economic development
and community growth. The GWACC
includes 500 member businesses and
nonprofit organizations. For more in-
formation, go to GWACCNJ.com.

About SPENCER SAVINGS
BANK

Spencer Savings Bank, a commu-
nity bank headquartered in Elmwood
Park, N.J., has been serving its local
communities with integrity and pride
for more than 75 years. The bank has
over $2.7 billion in total assets and
operates 21 branches throughout New
Jersey. Spencer specializes in deliv-
ering premier banking products and
services for consumers and busi-
nesses. Visit SpencerSavings.com for
more information.
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Old Guard to Hear
About Cricket in U.S.
SUMMIT AREA — Clarence

Modeste, president of the Staten Is-
land Cricket Club and a member of
the Cricket Hall of Fame, will be the
guest speaker at the Tuesday, July 3
meeting of the Summit Old Guard.
His talk will be entitled “Cricket in
the USA.”

Cricket is played much more in the
United States than some people might
think. The New York Metro area has
seven leagues with more than 100
clubs, similarly for Philadelphia.
Originally played by British expatri-
ates, the popularity of cricket has
grown as immigration from former
British colonies has increased.

Mr. Modeste will give a history of
cricket in the United States, particu-
larly in the New York/Philadelphia
area. A West Indian in his mid-80s
who hails from the tiny Caribbean
island of Tobago, he has been playing
and umpiring the game in his adopted
homeland since the early 1960s. He
was honored for his lifetime of dedi-
cation with induction into the U.S.
Cricket Hall of Fame five years ago.

Mr. Modeste’s talk will begin at 10
a.m. at the New Providence Munici-
pal Center, located at 360 Elkwood
Avenue. For more information about
the organization, visit
summitoldguard.org.

Rake and Hoe Juniors Tend
Shadowlawn Pocket Park

WESTFIELD — The Junior sec-
tion of the Rake and Hoe Garden
Club of Westfield held their final
meeting of the year May 16 at the
Shadowlawn Pocket Park located
at the corner of Shadowlawn Drive
and Rahway Avenue in Westfield.

The Juniors cleaned up the butter-
fly garden and planted herb seed-
lings they had grown themselves,
including parsley, fennel and dill,
plus annual flowers. In addition, they
decorated plant-identification mark-
ers and placed them in the garden.

The club invites the community to
visit this peaceful garden, which is de-
signed to provide a nurturing habitat for
butterflies and other pollinators.

The Juniors, ranging from kin-
dergarten through high-school stu-
dents, meet monthly after school
during the school year to work on
projects focused on flower design,
gardening and community service.
Earlier in the year, the Juniors com-
peted in the Design Section of the
Garden Club of New Jersey An-
nual Flower Show and won several
Blue Ribbons.

The Rake and Hoe Garden Club
is affiliated with the Garden Club of
New Jersey and the National Gar-
den Club, Inc. The club meets on

the second Wednesday of the month
at noon at the Scotch Hills Country
Club in Scotch Plains. Membership
is open to residents of Westfield
and surrounding towns. For more
information, call Jeanne Marie Ryan
at (908) 654-0271 or visit the club’s
website, rakeandhoe.org, or its
Facebook page.

Westfield Library to Begin
Foreign Film Festival

WESTFIELD — The Summer
Foreign Film Festival kicks off at
the Westfield Memorial Library on
Monday, July 2, with all films show-
ing at 2 and 6:30 p.m. The library is
located at 550 East Broad Street.

On the roster is The Insult on July
2 (Arabic language, 113 minutes);
The Fencer on July 16 (Estonian, 99
minutes); The Women’s Balcony on
July 23 (Hebrew, 96 minutes); Lov-
ing Vincent on July 30 (English, 95
minutes); The Midwife on August 6
(French, 117 minutes), and Loveless
on August 13 (Russian, 127 minutes).

The Insult, set in modern-day
Beirut, finds a Lebanese Christian
and a Palestinian refugee facing off in
court after a civilian dispute gets
blown out of proportion. As the ensu-
ing media circus threatens a social
explosion in divided Lebanon, the
two reconsider their values and be-
liefs as revelations complicate their
understanding of one another.

In The Fencer, a young Estonian
who fled the Russian secret police
because of his controversial past
finds himself having to choose
whether to bring his children’s fenc-
ing club to a national tournament in
Leningrad or put his own safety first.

The Women’s Balcony explores
what happens after the women’s bal-
cony in an Orthodox synagogue in
Jerusalem collapses, causing a crisis
within the congregation. The arrival

of a charismatic young rabbi com-
plicates the situation.

The life and controversial death of
Vincent Van Gogh is the subject of
Loving Vincent. This film was nomi-
nated for an Academy Award for
Best Animated Feature Film and
nominated for a Golden Globe for
Best Animated Motion Picture.

French cinema stars Catherine
Frot and Catherine Deneuve shine
in the bittersweet drama The Mid-
wife, about the unlikely friendship
that develops between a talented
but tightly-wound midwife and the
estranged, free-spirited mistress of
the midwife’s late father.

Loveless tells the story of a couple
going through a vicious divorce, yet
embarking on new lives, and the im-
pact of the disappearance of their 12-
year-old son after one of their fights.

These screenings are free and open
to the public.

Westfield Memorial Library hours
are 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday
through Thursday, and 9:30 a.m. to 5
p.m., Friday and Saturday. The library
is closed on Sundays for the summer.

For more information about li-
brary programs and services, call
(908) 789-4090, visit the library’s
website at wmlnj.org and sign up
for the monthly e-newsletter, “Li-
brary Loop,” or stop by the library
for a copy of its award-winning,
quarterly newsletter, “Take Note.”

GENEROSITY FOR LIFE HOUSE...Grand Knight Michael Collings and
Msgr. Ron Marczewski of the Garwood Knights of Columbus present Raphael’s
Life House co-founder Edith Coogan with a donation of $500 on June 13 to
support the mission of Raphael’s Life House, which helps homeless pregnant
women. For more information on Raphael’s Life House, visit
raphaelslifehouse.org/our-history.html. Pictured, from left to right, are: Mr.
Collings, Thomas Karmol, Ms. Coogan, Msgr. Marczewski and Jack Leary.
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