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County Clerk’s Office to Be
Renovated, Reconfigured

professional or successful point in
their own lives.

Mr. Owen advised all the graduates
to take risks when pursuing their
dreams.

“Say why not, rather than I can
never do that,” said Mr. Owen.

Mr. Owen said often individuals
will find they are smarter than they
thought and will actually achieve a
goal they never thought was possible.

WHS Assistant Principal Margaret
McFadden and school librarian Julie
Walsh, who are retiring, assisted in
handing out their last class diplomas.

The WHS Choir performed its ren-
dition of John Lennon and Paul
McCartney’s “In My Life.”

By PAUL J.  PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholders last Thursday approved
a $244,000 architectural contract for
the renovation and reconfiguration of
the Union County Clerk’s office in
Elizabeth.

County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi said
The Musial Group of Mountainside
was the lowest of the three bids re-
ceived. She said it is estimated the
work, which will be done while keep-
ing the office open, will take 18
months to complete. The contract is
for design services, construction ad-
ministration and inspection services.

She said some of the office opera-
tions, such as the passport office, are
in a confined space and the opera-
tions have outgrown the area.

“Our passport office can only fit
maybe eight or nine people at a time
and the lines go all the way out down
the corridor. Our elections office is
extremely small...there just isn’t
enough room,” she said.

She also said her office has out-
grown the computer space for its “big”
IBM computer. She said Musial will
configure walls and ceilings. She also
said as the books in the records room
are scanned in an effort to digitize
county records, the books are re-
moved, thus freeing up space in the
area.

The board also approved a contract
change with E-Z-GO Textron, Inc. of
Augusta, Ga., for the purpose of pro-
viding food and beverage carts at the
Warinanco Sports Center in Roselle.
E-Z-GO was initially contracted with
for the lease of golf carts. The new

contract is for $1,065,897.
Among the other resolutions ap-

proved by the board was $4,000 for
Cranford’s Fourth of July celebra-
tion, $1,200 for Plainfield’s Fourth of
July event at Cedar Brook Park, and
$4,000 for Springfield’s Indepen-
dence Day event at Meisel Park.

The board approved a resolution
concurring with Fanwood on instal-
lation of a pedestrian sign at the inter-
section of La Grande Avenue and
Second Street.

At the start of Thursday’s meeting
the board gave out checks totaling
$134,600 to 15 towns as part of the
Recycling Enhancement Grants pro-
gram. The program, which aims at
improving local recycling rates, is
administered by Union County with
funding from the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection.

The projects that received funding
include infrastructure improvements
to public recycling centers, and new
recycling bins or storage containers
for schools, parks, train stations and
other public facilities.

The grants awarded are: Berkeley
Heights, $7,200; Clark, $10,000;
Cranford, $7,500; Elizabeth, $10,000;
Hillside, $7,600; Kenilworth, $9,000;
Linden, $9,500; New Providence,
$10,000; Scotch Plains, $7,800;
Springfield, $6,000; Summit,
$10,000; Union, $10,000; Westfield,
$10,000; Roselle, $10,000, and
Rahway, $10,000.

The Freeholder Board also received
a presentation Thursday on reducing
child gun deaths. Arlene Vezza of
Moms Demand Action spoke on the
group’s Be SMART Campaign, which
stands for Secure, Model, Ask, Rec-
ognize and Tell.

She noted that through OPRA
(Open Public Records Act) requests
Moms Demand Action determined
that Berkeley Heights issued 202
handgun permits in 2017 while Clark
issued 373 permits in 2013.

Ms. Vezza said more kids die from
guns than in any other developed
country in the world. She noted that
70 percent of kids know where their
parents keep the guns.

She said when handling a gun the
user should always act as though the
gun is loaded. She said if a youngster
comes across a gun he or she should
never touch it and should leave the
room and tell an adult. Ms. Vezza said
children between the ages of 2 and 4
are most likely to touch guns.

“You can’t take curiosity out of
children,” she said.

Ms. Vezza said guns are the most
lethal manner in which to commit
suicide, noting that guns result in
death 85 percent of the time.

During the public comment part of
the meeting, Anthony Esposito of
Roselle Park asked the board to end
Pay to Play, a practice where con-
tracts are given to companies that
give campaign donations. “It (con-
tracts) should be based on the best
performance at the lowest price,” he
said.

Freeholder Bruce Bergen said, “this
board and this county has and will
always comply with the law concern-
ing the issues he (Mr. Esposito)
raised.”

The board also passed a resolution
in opposition to the Trump
administration’s policy of family sepa-
ration for undocumented individuals
entering the country.

Freeholder Chris Hudak said,
“families have been ripped apart” by
the policy, which he called “disgrace-
ful.”

“It’s not in the character of the
greatest country in the world. It’s a
very sad period in our country,” Mr.
Hudak said.

DWC Reports on Second
Sunday, Summer Events
By DOMINIC A. LAGANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — During its board of
directors’ meeting Monday evening,
the Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC), the management entity of the
Special Improvement District (SID),
reported on Westfield’s first Second
Sunday event and provided details on
the busy schedule set for the summer in
downtown Westfield.

“The first Second Sunday was ‘Yoga
on Quimby,’ and was very successful
for the first one with about 160 partici-
pants,” stated DWC Executive Direc-
tor Sherry Cronin.

Held on June 10, “Yoga on Quimby”
was the first of five Second Sunday
events, with the remaining four planned
for the summer months and into the fall.
Brassy Buddha Yoga Studio, Kika
Stretch Studio and Satsang Yoga Stu-
dio, all businesses located in Westfield,
provided guidance for the participants.

Ms. Cronin provided additional sta-
tistics for the event. Sixty percent of the
registered participants hailed from
Westfield, while an additional 17 per-
cent were from the surrounding towns
of Clark, Cranford, Fanwood, Garwood,
Mountainside and Scotch Plains. The
remaining 23 percent of participants
came from 15 other towns in New
Jersey, with one participant hailing from
Florida.

“It went very nicely,” stated Erin
Ben-Hayon, chairwoman of the DWC’s
Promotions Committee. “We definitely
took away some learnings from it since
it was the first one, and we’re trying to
inject those learnings into the next
events.”

“Second Sundays” will continue next
month with “Christmas in July,” sched-
uled for July 8 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
The event will focus on family activi-
ties and will feature games and in-store
promotions throughout the downtown.
Santa and Mrs. Claus also will be present
for the event and available for pictures.

Details for the upcoming Second
Sunday events are still being devel-
oped. Thus far, August 12 is “Dog Days
of Summer,” followed by “Mommy
and Me” on September 9 and an art-
inspired event to be held October 14.

Next, the board highlighted other
major events sponsored by the DWC
that are scheduled for the summer in
downtown Westfield.

“We have our busiest event season in
July with our jazz festivals, Customer
Appreciation Days, the Downtown
Westfield 5K Run and Pizza Extrava-
ganza and the second Second Sunday
event in July,” stated Ms. Cronin. “All
of these events are designed to bring
people downtown, especially in the
summer.”

In its 22nd year, the Sweet Sounds
Downtown Jazz Festival will begin on
Tuesday, July 3, and continue each
Tuesday in July and August until Au-
gust 28. In the event of inclement
weather, the performances will be re-
scheduled for the following evening.

Each night four bands will perform
in different locations in the downtown
area

Ms. Cronin noted some differences
in this year’s jazz festival. “We elimi-
nated PNC Plaza, as the venue has
become too small to accommodate our
large crowds. Instead, we are encour-
aging people to walk between the north-

side train station and Foundation Park
without having to cross a street. We also
have swing dancers for a few perfor-
mances there. In addition, we will have
a roving band one evening on East
Broad Street to provide music and en-
tertainment in that area.”

In its 17th year, the Downtown
Westfield 5K Run and Pizza Extrava-
ganza will be held on Wednesday, July
25, beginning at 7 p.m. The largest non-
corporate 5K in New Jersey, the board
anticipates more than 2,500 partici-
pants and over 6,000 spectators.

More information on all events is
available on the DWC’s website,
WestfieldToday.com.

Following a summer hiatus, the
DWC’s next board of directors’ meet-
ing open to the public is scheduled for
Monday, September 24, at 7:30 p.m.
The DWC office is located at 105
Elm Street.
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"You Gotta Have Faith"

Communities Grant from the state in
the amount of $41,668 and a Union
County Level the Playing Field Grant
of $25,470.

The township agreed to enter into a
shared-services agreement for the
operation of Emergency Dispatching
Services with the County of Union.

The township committee also au-
thorized the closure of Eastman Street
from North Avenue West to Miln
Street, and the closure of Miln Street
from North Avenue West to Eastman
Street, from 5 to 8:30 p.m. on Thurs-
day, July 19, for a LEGO contest.

Gina Tomas was appointed as a
full-time technical assistant within the
Construction Code Office effective
Monday, July 16, at a salary of
$45,000, with a salary adjustment to
$49,000 upon completion of the Tech-

nical Assistant certification.
During public comments, resident

Jim Carvalho said the records he re-
ceived from the township clerk’s office
showed there was no record of any road
surface assessment or traffic volume
assessment performed before deciding
which roads were to be resurfaced be-
tween the years of 2012 and 2017.

Mr. Carvalho commented that during
that time period the township has had
either a consultant engineer hired by
contract, or a staff engineer. In both
cases, he said, there were no assessments
performed. He said in terms of “trans-
parency and accountability for taxpay-
ers, both systems are insufficient.”

Commissioner Mary O’Connor
said the municipal building will start
summer hours on July 6 by closing on
Fridays at 1 p.m.
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Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
CONGRATS TO CPD...The Cranford Police Department promoted one officer,
hired another officer, and gave awards to two officers and one mechanic who are
retiring from the force at  a ceremony held Tuesday at the municipal building.

spaces should be around 26 spaces.
Board Chairman Chris Masciale said

proposed alterations or the business’s
frontage including architecture should
be presented as testimony at the next
meeting.
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Cranford PD Ceremony

tially proposed to be resealed will have
to be fully repaved. The repaving and
repainting cost exceeded the $17,000
bid threshold, “coming in at $21,000,”
Mr. Lazarow said.

“The money to complete this repav-
ing would come out of the bond ordi-
nance we passed for Hartman Park, so
no additional money would be spent,”
Mr. Lazarow said. “I, and members of
the Buildings and Grounds Committee,
feel we have the opportunity in front of
us to fully repave that court within the
existing bond ordinance,” he added. He
said he wanted to advise his colleagues
on the situation so there would be full
support surrounding the alterations in
the revitalization plans.

“It will be more cost efficient in the
long run,” said Mr. Lazarow on why the
repaving is a prudent decision.

Mr. Lazarow said $7,000 will be
allocated to purchase mulch surround-
ing the new Hartman Park playground
equipment. Initially, the borough’s De-
partment of Public Works (DPW) was
going to purchase and install the mulch,
he said. He said the DPW foreman
advised the mulching process would be
cost ineffective for the borough if not
outsourced to a private contractor.

Equipment purchases would be
needed to complete the job, and with
labor and mulch storage costs, the
amount would exceed the outsourcing
costs, Mr. Lazarow said.

“(I’m) kind of upset with what’s hap-
pening at Hartman Park. We keep add-
ing (costs) to Hartman Park,” said Coun-
cilman McCormack.

Mr. McCormack stated that he “finds
it odd; something was approved. Now
we’re asking for extra money.”

Councilwoman Jennifer
Blumenstock said she supports the re-
vitalization process.

Mayor Charles Lombardo broke a
voting deadlock to approve a resolu-
tion authorizing the Hartman Park Play-
ground Project vendor list including
the mulch vendors and paving vendors.

Councilwoman Cuccaro, Council-
man McCormack and Councilwoman
Bianco voted no on the resolution ap-
proving the Hartman Park vendor list.

Mayor Lombardo said the borough
is “far along in the process,” citing the
benefits the revitalized park will have
for Garwood children.

The mayor honored Glenn Lewis,
who officially retired after serving 35
years as a DPW employee.

“I am very grateful I had this job all
these years. Hopefully, we can continue
to move the department forward with
equipment,” Mr. Lewis said.

Mr. Lewis started working for the
borough on November 29, 1983.
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