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Local Letters to the Editor
Playground are located a few
yards from the site. My four chil-
dren, all under the age of 12,
attend the school. To get there,
we have to walk, bike, or drive
past the uncovered toxic work
site. Hundreds of other Garwood
children do too.

We need you to directly inter-
vene as our representative to
suspend activity at the site until
testing occurs.

But that’s just the beginning.
There are a host of other serious
and urgent public health and
safety concerns that need to be
addressed.

Among these are the fact that
stormwater and high winds from
weather events like those of July
17, 2018, pose real health and
safety threats to the region. The
high winds send particulate from
the piles of uncovered demoli-
tion debris and industrial filth

sailing into the surrounding resi-
dential communities of Westfield,
Garwood, and beyond. Torren-
tial downpours like those of July
17 surge through and soak ex-
posed mounds of debris from the
toxic site, sending the resulting
industrial tea to nearby storm
drains that spill into the Rahway
River. The Rahway River is a
source of drinking water for the
people of Rahway.

In the name of public health
and environmental justice, please
meet with us — NJ Parents and
Families — so we can come up
with concrete next steps taken
with public health and environ-
mental integrity as the top prior-
ity.

Thank you for your time and
attention.

Greg Ruggiero
Garwood

Protect Drinking Water From
Garwood Contamination Run-Off

Concerned citizens in the re-
gion, myself included, are asking
public officials to please halt the
demolition of the contaminated
the Petro/ Casale site in Garwood.
I urge our citizens to join us and
take action to write directly to
Senator Thomas Kean Jr.,
Assemblymembers Jon Bramnick
and Nancy Munoz, Governor Phil
Murphy, and NJDEP Commis-
sioner Catherine McCabe, to in-
tervene. As I write this there is
an uncovered heap of demolition
work going on: an uncovered
heap that has already publicly
been identified as being loaded
with decades of toxic materials,
from the building construction
itself as well as the production,
manufacturing and processing
that occurred in those buildings
since the sites were used for
industrial purposes circa 1889.

I am grateful that The Westfield
Leader published information in
the July 19, 2018 edition docu-
menting that the Aluminum Com-
pany of America (ALCOA) was
used to cast uranium slugs at the
site during WWII. There was cer-
tainly waste from the operations,
even if only from the machinery
that came into contact with the
slugs. We don’t have documen-
tation of that machinery. In 1989,
the Department of Energy (DOE)
decided against cleaning up the
site, that the “potential for con-
tamination was remote.” Is there
radioactivity at the site? We still
do not know! Radioactivity goes
away at a very, very slow rate
and is poisonous at very small
quantities.

Also as I write this, it is raining
hard, and forecasts call for rain

GOP Union County Freeholder
Candidates Decry Elizabeth Cronyism

The Union County Freeholders’
decision to appoint State Senator
and newly-elected Union County
Democratic Chairman, Nick
Scutari’s chief of staff, Ed Oatman,
as county manager smelled of cor-
ruption from the start. To place a
political consultant like Oatman in
the role of overseeing 2,800 em-
ployees and running the day-to-
day operations of the $500-million
county budget suggests cronyism
and not meritocracy. Furthermore,
eight of the nine members of the
Freeholder board endorsed  Scutari
in his bid to secure the Democratic
Chairmanship over Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr. As for the lone dis-
senter, Freeholder Muhammad
Jalloh, he was replaced on this
year’s ballot by the daughter of a
long-time Democratic donor for
turning his back on Scutari.

This appointment may be a tem-
porary victory for the Union County
Democrat machine, but there are
ways to fight back! In Garwood at
their April 24 meeting, a biparti-
san group of councilpersons, led
by Democratic Mayoral candidate

Sara Todisco and Republican May-
oral candidate Ileen Cuccaro,
showed their collective concern
over Ed Oatman’s appointment as
county manager. In addition, they
sought out a resolution to the
county Freeholder Board disap-
proving of this appointment and
pointing out the corruption taking
place in Elizabeth. In fact, Garwood
Democratic Councilman Marc
Lazarow stated he had “major
concerns” about Union County and
the corruption taking place there
and offered his support of a reso-
lution saying as much. It is my
hope that the full Garwood Council
and other Union County munici-
palities approve a resolution re-
buking Ed Oatman’s appointment.

Lastly, I urge all voters, includ-
ing elected Democrats like Sara
Todisco and Colleen Mahr, to get
behind the Republican ticket to
send a message to Nick Scutari
and his cronies that corruption has
no place in Union County. If elected,
we will appoint a new county man-
ager based on his or her merits.
Together, Democrats, Republi-
cans, and unaffiliated voters, we
can show that Union County is for
all of us and not for the select few!

Please support us. See
facebook.com/UCNJGOP2018

Republican Candidates for Union
County Freeholder;

Peter Kane
Joe Sarno

Former Councilman of Garwood
Patricia Quattrocchi

Former Mayor of Garwood

for the next week. Storm drains
that surround Petro/Casale on
South Ave. and Center St. flow
into Garwood Brook, which in
turn spills its contents into the
Rahway River. According to the
Rahway River Watershed
Association’s website, the
Rahway River is the source of
drinking water to the people of
the city of Rahway. The untreated
waters of the Rahway River are
also a primary contact recre-
ation area for canoeing, fishing,
and water play for children. Aside
from the known toxins that we
can assume are going into the
Rahway River as run-off from the
toxic site in Garwood, what about
the possible radioactivity that
could go into our neighbors’
drinking water?

Cleaning up toxins once they
are already in householders’ wa-
ter is costly—including drinking,
bathing, laundry, lawns, swim-
ming pools, gardens, etc.. The
effects of under-treated water
on human health is incalculable.
Prevention of leachate, relative
to the alternatives, is very cheap.

MEET AND GREET...Garwood Republicans recently held a meet-and-greet
fundraiser. Pictured, from left to right, are: Union County GOP Freeholder
candidate Peter Kane of Summit;  Ileen Cuccaro, Garwood mayoral candidate
and current borough councilwoman, and Union County Freeholder candidate
and former Garwood mayor, Patricia Quattrocchi of Clark.

Probitas Verus Honos

Cranford Lib. Trustees
To Meet August 9

CRANFORD — The summer
meeting of the board of trustees
of the Cranford Public Library will
be held on Thursday, August 9,
at 7 p.m. It will take place at the
library, located at 224 Walnut
Avenue.


