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Vuono and Alexa Zsak.
Union received the opening

kickoff and beginning at their
own 28 moved the ball to the
Middlesex 40 using a series of
runs and a screen pass from
quarterback Antonio Salcfas
(Dayton) to Dylan Camilo (Roselle
Park). However, the drive stalled
and Middlesex answered with a
drive of its own until quarterback
Luke Pero’s (Colonia) pass was
picked off by Haleem Woods
(Plainfield) at the Union four yard
line.

Union had another drive
squashed when wide receiver Max
Hayford’s (Summit) reception
was jarred loose by Devin Lanza
(Middlesex HS) and the fumble
was recovered by Jevon Davis
(Piscataway). Union had another
drive just before the end of the
first quarter that was thwarted
when Salcfas’ pass to Keyshawn
Cummings (Rahway) was batted
down in the end zone.

Early in the second quarter,
Middlesex got possession at its
48 yard line. After a first down,
quarterback Paul Cocozziello (St.
Joseph) delivered a screen pass
to Manny Resto (St. Joseph) good
for 13 yards. Middlesex then
rumbled to the Union one where
Donavan Benoit (Edison) plunged
in for the touchdown. Dylan Kriz
(South Brunswick) kicked the
point after for a 7-0 lead with
9:05 on the clock.

Union’s offense was cut short
when Najhir Woods (Piscataway)
picked off a pass and returned it
to the Union 19. With key tackles
by Vall-Llobera and Elliott, Union
took over possession at their own
three. Unfortunately a bad snap
resulted in a safety and a 9-0 lead
with 3:19 left in the half. Just
before the half, Union had an-
other drive cut short when Charles
Lovett (South Plainfield) picked
off a pass at the Middlesex 14.

In the third quarter, Middlesex

pulled off a successful fake punt
when Pero scampered 20 yards
to the Union 25. Two more runs
put the ball on the 14 where wide
receiver Ahmed Aly (Edison)
hauled in Pero’s pass for the
touchdown with 11:19 on the
clock. The PAT made the score
16-0. Union finally answered with
a touchdown with the help of an
interference call, a two-yard run
by Andy Martin (Union HS) and a
three-yard TD reception by Chuck
Ifewekwune (Union) with 7:02
on the clock. The two-point con-
version run by Salcfas came up a
yard short.

Union’s Nicholas Balisage
(Roselle) and Temi Adanlawo
(Union) recorded a huge sack
that set up a fourth-and-17 for
Middlesex. From that point on-
ward, emotions tended to el-
evate. Multiple flags were thrown
on a punt return by Union. Par-
ticipants from both teams
swarmed the field for what

seemed to be intense discus-
sions. After a calming period,
Union eventually had to punt and
Middlesex took over at its 19
early in the fourth quarter. A few
plays later, Cocozziello connected
with wide receiver Tyler Jack
(Perth Amboy) on the right side-
line. From there Jack sprinted
into the end zone for a 62-yard
touchdown with 11:10 remain-
ing for a 22-6 lead.

Union’s woes did not end. A bad
snap cost them 16 yards and
forced a punt to the Middlesex 34
but the defense managed to hold.
Arroyo received the punt at the
Union 19 and returned it to the
40 where he was abruptly
stopped.

“I was running and out of the
corner of my eye, I was seeing
one of my own guys coming at
me. I was like, ‘Is this dude really
going to take me out?’ I avoided
the hit then a couple of guys
came up. I broke free then

Middlesex crowded me and took
me down,” Arroyo described.

On his experience playing his
last game at the high school
level, Arroyo said, “There are a
lot of emotions. This is the last
time representing Cranford. It
would have been nice to win but
it was good knowing this was for
a good cause. I had fun out here,
met a lot of guys I played with
during the season. It was a great
experience. But next year I will
be playing at Rowan. I report
there in two weeks. I can’t wait.
I am very excited.”

As the game was about to end,
highly emotional behavior re-
emerged and the game was
stopped by the officials with 1:25
on the clock. No traditional hand-
shakes took place and the Union
squad was hastened into the
locker room. No further inter-
views were permitted.
Union 0 0 6 0 6
Middlesex 0 9 7 6 22

Middlesex Co. All-Stars Down Union Co. All-Stars in Annual Snapple Bowl, 22-6
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