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l'ennemi du journaliste

WF — ELLIOTT, McDANIEL, VALL-LLOBERA, ORTIZ, BARHAM; CR — BUDNIK, ARROYO, CARROLL

Middlesex Downs Union, 22-6, in Annual Snapple Bowl
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Enthusiasm, perhaps a little too
much enthusiasm that resulted
in a multitude of penalties and
two bench-clearing discussions,
highlighted the 25th Annual
Snapple Bowl Football Classic
between the Union County Se-
nior All-Stars and the Middlesex
County Senior All-Stars at Priscoe
Stadium in Woodbridge on July
19. The Middlesex offense proved
to be more effective and quite
tricky, while the defense was
making big plays all evening,

resulting in a 22-6 victory.
Union had won the previous

two events, 24-14 last year and
13-7 in 2016; however, with the
win, Middlesex leads the series,
15-10. All proceeds from the
game would go to the Children’s
Specialized Hospital in
Mountainside and the Lakeview
School for Disabilities in Edison.

Representing the Westfield Blue
Devils on the gridiron were Shea
Elliott (linebacker), Adam
McDaniel (wide receiver), Jake
Vall-Llobera (defensive line &
fullback occasionally), Drew Ortiz

(linebacker) and Jordan Barham
(offensive line). Representing the
Cranford Cougars were Elijah
Arroyo (defensive back/punt re-
turns), Dylan Budnik (linebacker)
and Jack Carroll (offensive line).
Although Cooper Heisey (quar-
terback) and Dwight Laylor (wide
receiver) were selected, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood brought no play-
ers. Mike Magliacano (defensive
line) represented Governor
Livingston.

Elliott, Vall-Llobera, McDaniel,
Ortiz and Arroyo were involved
in several tackles throughout the
game and on certain occasions,
Vall-Llobera was used as a bat-
tering ram to pick up short yard-
age on offense.

Just before the second half,

Elliott expressed, “It has defi-
nitely been like a right of pas-
sage for Westfield guys who are
going to be playing in college.
Seeing all these guys growing
up, all these stars coming on and
continue to play in the Snapple
Bowl with guys we looked up to.
It is also a great opportunity to

get ready for college. I am going
to be playing at the University of
Chicago next year, so it’s good to
get the pads on in the summer
and hit a little before I get out
there.”

“It’s an honor being part of this
game. Some of these guys we
are playing with are the best
players from their county. They
are talented, we are talented, so
it’s always good to get out here
and put the pads on before I go
to school at New Haven. Mini
camp starts the fifth, so I am
glad to put the pads on one last
time,” McDaniel added.

Representing the cheerleading
squad for the Blue Devils were
Katie Clark and Drew Ferris. Rep-
resenting Scotch Plains-Fanwood
were Gianna Cassara, Tamara
Daliquer, Elizabeth DePaola, Ally
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