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 WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY EVENTS 
AUGUST 2018    

550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 
Hours: Mon-Thurs  9:30 am - 9:00 pm  Fri & Sat 9:30 am - 5:00 pm   

Closed Sunday during Summer        

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS   

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN-CHECK WEBSITE FOR REGISTRATION 
AND ELIGIBILITY INFORMATION 

8/1  2:00 pm Adult Craft: Make a Keepsake Box 

8/1  7:00 pm Skyscrapers of New York 

8/3  1:30 pm TGIF! Maya Angelou   (video) 

8/6 2 & 6:30 pm Foreign Film: The Midwife   French 

8/8  7:00 pm Rewind-Back to Classic Rock 

8/10  1:30 pm TGIF! Movie: The Monuments Men 

8/13 2 & 6:30 pm Foreign Film: Loveless   Russian 

8/22  7:00 pm Blues Night Duo-Pianist Dave Keyes 
and Harmonica Player Rob Paparozzi  

8/1, 15, 22 11:00 am Move ‘n Groove     (2+years) 

8/3, 10, 17 10:00 am Playgroup for Babies            
(0-23 months) 

8/7 10:30 am Feeling Crafty?        (4+years) 

8/7  7:00 pm Pajama Storytime & Stuffed  Animal 
Sleepover. Bring your stuffed animal 
to spend the night at the library. All 
ages welcome. 

8/10, 17, 24 11:30 am Lunch Bunch Storytime      (All ages) 

8/15 & 8/22  3:00 pm Afternoon LEGO club       (5+years) 

8/16  7:00 pm Family Games Night          (All ages) 

8/23 & 8/30 10:30 am Zumba Fun                       (2+years) w w w. J a m e s Wa r d M a n s i o n . c o m

THE JAMES WARD  
M A N S I O N              

Make Our Mansion Your Mansion 
“ T H E  B E S T  K E P T  S E C R E T ”  I N  N E W  J E R S E Y 

Specializing in weddings, birthday parties,  
anniversaries, holiday parties and fundraisers.

M A K E  Y O U R  R E S E R VAT I O N  T O D AY !

Cheney of Scotch Plains
To Perform in Circus

SCOTCH PLAINS — Sean
Cheney of Scotch Plains is one of six
students and alumni who will be work-
ing backstage in the Muhlenberg Sum-
mer Music Theatre (MSMT) circus
production “TAL: Beyond Imagina-
tion.” The all-age show runs Friday,
July 27, and Saturday, July 28, in the
studio theatre, Trexler Pavilion for
Theatre & Dance.

MSMT is teaming up with the Atlas
Circus Company to present “TAL: Be-
yond Imagination,” a world-premiere
modern circus production, with a mes-
sage that will resonate with children
and adults alike, according to Shantell
Cruz, who plays the title character.

In addition to six students and alumni
working behind the scenes, a cast of 10
performers clown, act and perform aerial
acrobatics throughout the show. All of
them are veterans of Muhlenberg’s
dance and theater programs.

“‘TAL’ is a magical show, entirely
full of fun,” Ms. Cruz said. “It’s about
someone who rediscovers her pas-
sions and finds the courage to follow
her dreams.”

“It was taking the concept of having
too many ideas, too many images, and
kind of melding them together,” said

Noah Dach, the show’s creator and
director. “How do you do that? In a
dream. A dream doesn’t exactly make
sense, but makes complete sense. It’s
where different images can mesh to-
gether and become something new.”

“TAL” is the latest work from Atlas
Circus Company, a Muhlenberg-born
contemporary circus ensemble cur-
rently making waves in New York
City. The company works with tal-
ented performers, designers and other
creative artists to reinvent the circus
and challenge audience expectations,
Mr. Dach said.

Atlas has produced several other
modern circus pieces — most re-
cently “The Optimist,” presented this
spring at The People’s Improv The-
ater in New York City. The New York
Post has called the company “the new
Ringling Brothers.”

“TAL: Beyond Imagination” plays
Friday, July 27, at 10 a.m. and 6:30
p.m., and Saturday, July 28, at10 a.m.

Tickets can be purchased at
muhlenberg.edu/smt or (484) 664-
3333. Performances are in the Studio
Theatre in the Trexler Pavilion for
Theatre & Dance, Muhlenberg Col-
lege, 2400 Chew Street, Allentown.

YOUNG ENTREPRENEURS...Students in Carol DelConte’s fifth-grade 21st
Century Skills class at Lincoln School in Garwood were challenged with the task
of being entrepreneurial philanthropists. They brainstormed and researched
ways to donate their time, talents and resources to help others. Working individu-
ally and in small groups, they created and implemented philanthropic plans from
start to finish. They donated to organizations and individuals in their community,
all the while exploring how they could make a positive difference in other people’s
lives. Some of the groups that benefited from their efforts were St. Jude Children’s
Hospital, animal rescue shelters and Newark Beth Israel Hospital.

CDC to Feature
Hispanic Theatre Festival

CRANFORD — Spanish-language
theatre is alive and well in New Jer-
sey. For the second straight year, the
CDC Theatre in Cranford will feature
its Hispanic Theatre Festival, its Fes-
tival de Teatro Hispanico, for four
performances Thursday, July 26,
through Saturday, July 28.

Despite a large and vibrant His-
panic population of 1.2 million in
the state, the creators of this event
recognized that there are no Span-
ish-language plays being performed
on an ongoing basis that cater to
that community in central New Jer-
sey. Last summer, the CDC Theatre,
the longest continuously-producing
community theatre in New Jersey,
bridged that gap by mounting the
premiere Hispanic Theatre Festi-
val.

The play being showcased this sea-
son is Bar Manolo, a full-length com-
edy by European playwright Jean-
Pierre Martinez. Directed by CDC
Theatre member Joel Redmount, the
story unfolds in a friendly, comfort-
able bar that happens to be across from
a cemetery. The bar owner, Manolo,
relies on a steady stream of customers
looking for a little respite from the
activities across the street. This par-
ticular afternoon features the interplay
of two philosophical funeral workers,
a professor who may or may not be
having an affair with one of his stu-
dents, a flooded basement, a damaged
coffin, a misplaced cell phone, a lost
lottery ticket, a waitress frustrated with
her bad luck with online dating, a
befuddled old lady and a host of other
characters, all of whom Manolo greets
with a friendly smile and an offer of
watered-down cognac.

The cast will feature Robert Asencio
of Elizabeth, Paula Carrerio of

Millburn, Merari Cortes of Edison,
Milagros Cortes of Linden, Flora
Cadillo of Union, Willy Illas of Perth
Amboy, Norma Melendez of
Montclair, Lili Rebelo of Cranford
and Jose A. Rivera of Union.

Performances will take place at the
CDC Theatre, located at 78 Winans
Avenue, Cranford, on Thursday, July
26, Friday, July 27, and Saturday,
July 28, all at 8 p.m., with a matinee
performance on July 28 at 2 p.m.
Knowing it would not truly be a fes-
tival without appropriate music and
food, the producers of the event are
looking to provide complimentary re-
freshments on opening night, in the
spirit of the evening. CDC Theatre
looks forward to exploring the rich-
ness of la cultura Latina, as reflected
in plays that mirror the pride, the
drama and comedy of the human ex-
perience, as showcased through a
Spanish-language lens.

Tickets will be available for pur-
chase through the website,
cdctheatre.org, or available at the box
office prior to each performance.
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

“Ant-Man and the Wasp”
Going Molecular
2 & ½ popcorns

By Michael S. Goldberger
film critic

Y’know how in organic chemistry
they show you a molecular construction
and then ask you to identify it from
another angle? Well, I can’t do that,
which is why I’m a film critic and not a
dermatologist. And it’s worked out pretty
well, except until now, when I’m faced
with trying to explain the pseudo-scien-
tific ins and outs of director Peyton
Reed’s “Ant-Man and the Wasp.” You
see, a good deal of this adventure yarn is
concerned with rescuing Michelle
Pfeiffer’s Janet Van Dyne a.k.a. Wasp
from the Quantum Realm, and I have
absolutely no idea where that is.

I only know that whether it is to the
left, right, up, down or somewhere side-
ways, it is very, very small…like sub-
atomic small. Forget about how the lady
got stuck there for now. It’s part of the
multifarious prongs of minutiae, pun
embarrassingly attempted, that will un-
ravel in the form of a screenplay prob-
ably obscure enough for Marvel Comics
stalwarts, but way too convoluted for
someone who had originally planned to
delve no further than skin deep.

But being a fair sort of guy, who I
think would have accepted all health
insurances, Medicare and, Psst, even
no money if you’re real poor, but don’t
let it get around, I’ll take the aficiona-
dos’ word for it that there’s some scien-
tific basis to all the gobbledygook here
glorified. However, conversely quite
intolerant if films expect me to learn an
entire, franchise-dedicated libretto in
order to understand what in tarnation is
going on, I’ve taken to just letting such
mishegoss wash over me. And then, if
entertained nonetheless, I recommend
it to my fellow Great Unwashed.

In this case, I offer no breakthrough
opportunity for those who wouldn’t
see something like this in a million
years, if blessed with such longevity.
However, for those most assuredly un-
interested but who might be pressed
into duty as accompanying parents or
grandparents, there is consolation in
the humorously self-conscious patter
co-title character Paul Rudd spreads
across the scenario. Likeable in a win-
ningly self-effacing way, Mr. Rudd,
who gets the Anthony Perkins award
for thus far not aging during his entire
career, is a charming entity unto him-
self.

Plus, if you allot some cred for im-
pressive casting in the form of big name
actors who, while nice to see, add noth-
ing to the movie as a whole, Michael
Douglas is Mom Wasp’s genius hubby,
Dr. Hank Pym, and Laurence Fishburne
is his former colleague, Dr. Bill Foster.

And, if still seeking rationalization to
tout “Ant-Man and the Wasp,” there’s
the domestic angle as Mr. Rudd’s Scott
Lang/Ant-Man, divorced from his wife,
tries to be the perfect dad to his idolizing,
precocious daughter, Cassie (Ryder
Fortson).

But if not a Marvel devotee, be warned:
There is hardly a paragraph of dialogue
that doesn’t include the word quantum.
It’s quantum this and quantum that, de-
livered in a Hula Hoop craze fervor, and
inevitably causing me, despite all avow-
als, to burn my brain synapses in painful
contemplation.

Still, despite the hifalutin techno jar-
gon that only professors at MIT and kids
under 17 grok, it’s basically comic book
sci-fi meets traditional action flick, re-
plete with a despicably appropriate vil-
lain for these fragile times. You’ve doubt-
less seen real life versions of black mar-
keter Sonny Burch on the nightly news.
They’re either awaiting trial, tantalizing
justice seekers with whether or not they
will flip in the cause of saving our democ-
racy, or holding court on talk shows where
they revel in their “nah, nah, can’t catch
me” chutzpah.

In this fictional mirror, Burch, played
to a snarky turn by Walton Goggins, sells
Hope Van Dyne/Wasp (Evangeline Lilly),
daughter of Dr. Pym and Ant-Man’s on
again off again love interest, a part neces-
sary for that trek to the Quantum Realm.
But when these good, smart people dis-
play their creative adaptation of the gizmo
for its humanitarian purpose, the double-
dealing brigand spots an illegal way to
profit from it, which, to the criminal
mind, is always more preferable than an
honest transaction.

Hence, my short critique of this movie:
It’s good versus evil. I should have put
that at the top of the column, huh?

My haughty detractions aside, and so-
berly considering that you take good over
evil wherever you can find it these days,
whether in the form of polite fellow mo-
torists, welcoming servers at coffee shops,
politicians who actually have your inter-
ests at heart, or movie plots, I kind of get
it. Plus, it’s all so very colorful…so much
so that I think if I were 11 the sign at the
entranceway to my basement sanctuary
might read “Welcome to the Quantum
Realm” instead of the current “Brooks
Was Here.” That granted, only zealots
need go buggy over “Ant-Man and the
Wasp.”

…
“Ant-Man and the Wasp,” rated PG-

13, is a Walt Disney Studios Motion
Pictures release directed by Peyton Reed
and stars Paul Rudd, Evangeline Lilly
and Michael Douglas. Running time: 118
minutes.

All’s Well That Ends Well
Due at Cranford Library

CRANFORD – All’s Well That
Ends Well will be presented by the
Hudson Shakespeare Company
(HSC) on Monday at the Cranford
Public Library. It is directed by Jon
Ciccarelli, with fight choreography
by Dispatch Combat Collective.

Set in France and Italy, All’s Well
That Ends Well is a story of one-sided
romance, based on a tale from
Boccaccio’s The Decameron.

Helena (Noelle Fair), the orphaned
daughter of a well-known doctor, is
under the protection of the widowed
Countess of Rossillion (Sharon
DeWitte Caccibaudo) after her
father’s death.

In love with Bertram (Joey Santia),
the countess’ son, Helena follows him
to court, where she cures the sick
French king (Aurelio Kogan) of a
fatal illness. In exchange for curing
the king, Helena asks for Bertram’s
hand in marriage. The king rewards
Helena by granting the marriage.

However, Bertram resists the mar-
riage, rejecting her in court.

When forced by the king to marry
her, he refuses to sleep with her and,
accompanied by the braggart Parolles

(Ryan Knight), leaves for the Italian
wars.

 HSC’s production asks the viewer
to look at both the good and ill spun
within the yarn of the story of its two
main characters, Bertram and Hel-
ena.

“In most productions of this show,
Helena is painted a wronged victim.
She is rejected by Bertram in a very
public, cruel, and embarrassing way,”
said Mr. Ciccarelli, the show’s direc-
tor, “but her response and subsequent
plot to this rejection can be seen as
deceitful, and even questionable. She
befriends another woman and they
trick him into sleeping with Helena,
thus getting her pregnant and fulfill-
ing Bertram’s conditions. Conversely,
many productions paint Bertram out
as a spoiled royal brat who treats
Helena poorly, but let’s not forget, he
was forced into a marriage that he had
no say so in.”

The free performance will take
place on Monday, July 30, at 7 p.m.,
at the Cranford Public Library, lo-
cated at 224 Walnut Avenue, Cranford.

For more information, visit
hudsonshakespeare.com.

ALL’S WELL...Helena (Noelle Fair) pursues the reluctant Bertram (Joey Santia)
in marriage in the Hudson Shakespeare Company's production of All’s Well That
Ends Well, to be presented on Monday at the Cranford Public Library.

Jewish Story
And Crafts Hour

CLARK – The Union County Torah
Center will present a Jewish Story and
Crafts Hour on Wednesday, August 1,
at 5 p.m., at Barnes & Noble, located
at 1180 Raritan Road, Clark. Children
will listen to a story, learn about good
character traits, and do a related arts
and crafts project. There is no fee for
this program.

Reservations are preferred, but not
required. For more information or to
reserve a spot, call (908) 789-5252, e-
mail info@torahcenter.org or register
online at torahcenter.org.

Trailside’s Wednesday
Matinee Series Continues

COUNTY --  The Trailside Nature
and Science Center on Wednesday,
August 1, will present “Outragehiss
Pets,” a unique and educational live
animal show, which offers the oppor-
tunity to meet amazing creatures from
all over the world. The program is
certain to spark the curiosity of the
audience as it offers surprising facts
about each animal.

On Wednesday, August 8, the cen-
ter will offer “Purely Fun With Mr.
Fish,” which uses magnetism, light,
air, optical illusions, condensation and
mental confusion to teach audiences
to do magic.

The final show of the season, on

Wednesday, August 15, will be “Spin
Pop Boom.” Audiences can defy grav-
ity in this energetic and spectacular
show. Didgeridoo tubes, foaming
hands and steaming chemical reac-
tions introduce children to the excit-
ing world of chemistry.

For more information about the
Wednesday Matinee series or other
upcoming programs and special
events, call (908) 789-3670 or visit
ucnj.org/trailside.

Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter is located at 452 New Providence
Road, Mountainside, and is a facility
of the Union County Department of
Parks and Recreation.

TASO Plans Free Concert
At PCW This Sunday

WESTFIELD — The August Sym-
phony Orchestra (TASO) announced
its annual free concert will be held on
Sunday, July 29, at 3 p.m., at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
under the baton of conductor Michael
Avagliano. The program features the
passionate energy of Brahms’ First
Symphony, Haydn’s popular trumpet
concerto in E flat major with guest
soloist Andrew Filippone, and select
pieces by Mendelssohn and Strauss.

Haydn’s radiant
concerto in E flat
major is the most fa-
mous trumpet con-
certo and possibly
Haydn’s most popu-
lar concerto. The
spirited piece is
chock full of spar-
kling humor, dra-
matic surprises and
harmonic detours,
while showcasing
the expressive art-
istry of both the so-
loist and trumpet.
Mr. Filippone is
principal trumpeter
for the Plainfleld Symphony Orches-
tra and teaches trumpet at Drew Uni-
versity.

Brahms Symphony 1 in C Minor is
a complex piece with passionate en-
ergy. It is widely regarded as one of
the greatest symphonies of the Austro-
German tradition. In this, his first
symphony, Brahms pays homage to
Beethoven with a majestic theme,
heard in the strings, that closely re-
sembles the “Ode to Joy” melody
from Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony.

The charming Strauss Serenade for
Winds is thoroughly pleasing for its
special fluctuation from calm moments
such as the simple, sweet beginning to

moments of great intensity.
“Strauss was still a teenager when

he wrote the Serenade, and I think
that youthful exuberance shows in
the piece,” said Mr. Avagliano.

Mendelssohn’s Overture in C Ma-
jor is both energetic and dramatic. It
is the composer’s first large piece for
wind instruments; prior to that he had
only written for strings or piano.

This year marks the third season the
orchestra will be conducted by Mr.

Avagliano, who has
served as music di-
rector of the Central
Jersey Symphony
since 2008, and was
recently appointed
music director of the
Summit Symphony.
He is on the faculty
of Drew University
as conductor of the
Drew Chamber Or-
chestra and violin
professor. As a vio-
linist, Mr. Avagliano
has appeared with the
New Jersey Sym-
phony, the Singapore

Symphony, the Strauss Symphony of
America, and the Indianapolis Cham-
ber Orchestra and is an active per-
former in the New York area.

“Maestro Avagliano brings a wealth
of talent and expertise to The August
Symphony Orchestra,” stated Robert
Whiteley, president of TASO. “We
are honored to have him lead our
orchestra and maintain our high stan-
dard of quality performance of musi-
cal works.”

The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield is located at 140 Mountain
Avenue at the intersection of East
Broad Street. It offers ample parking
and is handicapped accessible.

Michael Avagliano


