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... for man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the 

heart" — (1 Samuel 16:7, NKJV)

We are going to have a great time! Invite family & friends!

Crafts Friends
Singing                Activity Games
Bible Lessons      Prizes
Lunch                  Snacks

Echo Lake Church of Christ
419 Springfield Ave
Westfield, NJ 07090
Register via:
Tel: (908) 233-4946
Email: office@echolakechurch.org

GOP Union County Freeholder
Candidates Decry Elizabeth Cronyism

The Union County Freeholders’
decision to appoint State Senator and
newly-elected Union County Demo-
cratic Chairman, Nick Scutari’s chief
of staff, Ed Oatman, as county man-
ager smelled of corruption from the
start. To place a political consultant
like Oatman in the role of overseeing
2,800 employees and running the day-
to-day operations of the $500-mil-
lion county budget suggests cronyism
and not meritocracy. Furthermore,
eight of the nine members of the Free-
holder board endorsed  Scutari in his
bid to secure the Democratic Chair-
manship over Fanwood Mayor Col-
leen Mahr. As for the lone dissenter,
Freeholder Muhammad Jalloh, he was
replaced on this year’s ballot by the
daughter of a long-time Democratic
donor for turning his back on Scutari.

This appointment may be a tempo-
rary victory for the Union County
Democrat machine, but there are ways
to fight back! In Garwood at their
April 24 meeting, a bipartisan group
of councilpersons, led by Democratic
Mayoral candidate Sara Todisco and
Republican Mayoral candidate Ileen
Cuccaro, showed their collective con-
cern over Ed Oatman’s appointment
as county manager. In addition, they
sought out a resolution to the county
Freeholder Board disapproving of this

appointment and pointing out the cor-
ruption taking place in Elizabeth. In
fact, Garwood Democratic Council-
man Marc Lazarow stated he had
“major concerns” about Union
County and the corruption taking
place there and offered his support of
a resolution saying as much. It is my
hope that the full Garwood Council
and other Union County municipali-
ties approve a resolution rebuking Ed
Oatman’s appointment.

Lastly, I urge all voters, including
elected Democrats like Sara Todisco
and Colleen Mahr, to get behind the
Republican ticket to send a message
to Nick Scutari and his cronies that
corruption has no place in Union
County. If elected, we will appoint a
new county manager based on his or
her merits. Together, Democrats, Re-
publicans, and unaffiliated voters, we
can show that Union County is for all
of us and not for the select few!

Please support us. See
facebook.com/UCNJGOP2018

Republican Candidates for Union
County Freeholder;

Peter Kane
Joe Sarno

Former Councilman of Garwood
Patricia Quattrocchi

Former Mayor of Garwood

Diplomacy Is Not Some Football Game
Where The Spectators Take Sides

Diplomacy is no more a demo-
cratic enterprise than private busi-
ness or personal contract negotiations.
Democracy involves balancing right-
ful government secrecy and transpar-
ency. Congressional demands that the
American translator at the secret
Helsinki meeting between President
Trump and President Putin testify
before Congress would inhibit diplo-
mats.

The Pentagon Papers unfairly un-
dermined public confidence in gov-
ernment. James Clapper, the director
of National Intelligence told, the Sen-
ate Intelligence Committee that
Snowden’s release of classified docu-
ments bolstered adversaries, curtailed
allied co-operation with the United
States, enabled terrorists groups to
alter the way they communicate, and
put the lives of American intelligence
operatives at risk!

President Woodrow Wilson’s Four-
teen Points included “Open cov-
enants, openly arrived at, after which
there shall be no private international
understandings of any kind, but di-
plomacy shall proceed always frankly
and in the public view.” He did not
reject confidential diplomatic nego-
tiations.

Would victory have been delayed
had public antipathy toward commu-
nism prevented Roosevelt and
Churchill from allying themselves
with Stalin during the Second World
War?

Would Japan and Germany have
more importantly attempted devel-
oping their own atomic bombs had
they learned about the top secret
Manhattan Project?

Would President Truman have
readily recognized Israel had the op-
position of Secretary of State George
Marshall and Defense Secretary
James Forrestal been made public?

Would President Nixon’s visit to
Beijing to normalize relations with
China have taken place had National
Security Advisor Henry’s Kissinger’s
secret visit to Beijing to lay the

groundwork for the visit been made
public?

Would the Cuban Missile Crisis
have ended had the public learned
President Kennedy agreed to remove
American missiles from Turkey and
southern Italy if Premier Khrushchev
removed his missiles from Cuba?

The Senate’s rejection of the Treaty
of Versailles and with it United States
membership in the League of Nations
illustrates the dangers of partisan
politics. League of Nations collec-
tive against Mussolini’s invasion of
Ethiopia and Hitler’s rearmament of
Germany and invasion and rearma-
ment of the Rhineland was forestalled
without United States membership.

How can the public judge presi-
dential diplomatic initiatives when
the public is so ill-informed about
foreign policy? Council on Foreign
Relations and National Geographic
Society Survey on Global Literacy.
“Respondents exhibited limited
knowledge of issues crucial to the
United States. Basic conditions and
realities about the world are also rela-
tively poorly understood.” Pew Re-
search Center. “But as in the past, the
public shows little awareness of in-
ternational developments.”

Only the President, not Congress,
not the Supreme Court, can through
the vast secret intelligence resources
available only to him marshal the
facts upon which foreign policy can
properly be made! There is consider-
able risk to the national interest in the
public and Congress second-guess-
ing presidential diplomacy.

Diplomacy is not some football
game where the spectators can easily
take sides and decide on the value of
this or that play. Rarely is there win-
or-lose. Diplomacy is a complicated
matter not subject to simplistic analy-
sis by people prone to emotion who
have little knowledge of international
issues and basic geography nor by a
press seeking headlines!

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

To Be Less Divided New Jersey Needs
Competitive Districts

Voters should select their represen-
tatives instead of the other way around,
but that is not the way it works in New
Jersey.

The redistricting process allows
politicians to choose their constitu-
ents by manipulating electoral maps
to keep their seats, and keep their
party in power. One party is likely to
win elections by an overwhelming
margin as a result, while the opposing
party has little to no chance of win-
ning. Manipulating districts for one
political party’s benefit is called ger-
rymandering.

It diminishes the influence of vot-
ers, reduces the number of competi-
tive districts and contributes to the
rising partisan polarization across the
country and in Congress. It leaves far
too many voters with no meaningful
choice and a feeling that they have no
power to change things, which dis-
courages voter turnout.

We want a democracy that puts the
power in the hands of the people to
fairly elect their representatives in
state and federal government. The
way things work now it is becoming
more difficult.

I am proposing that we amend the
state constitution to define what a
competitive district is and stop ma-
nipulation so the party in power
doesn’t manufacture election results.
A competitive district must not favor
a political party by more than 10
percent, and the districts will change
based on voter turnout in our elec-
tions for governor.

When districts are crafted to give
one party the advantage it polarizes
political parties and people; and when
you have districts that are extreme in
partisanship it breeds extreme repre-
sentation. As Gov. Tom Kean once
said, most people in New Jersey want
to us govern from the middle.

Manipulating voting districts
causes elected officials to be more
extreme, either far to the political left
or the right, with less chance of com-
promise. Most Americans are in the
middle of the political spectrum and
gerrymandering of districts is a dis-
service to our democracy.

Real reform would maximize the
number of truly competitive districts
so that voters have a choice and can
throw out incumbents if they want.
That is the intention of amending the
state constitution, so New Jerseyans
are sure that they are getting a fair
chance and the game is not rigged.

The number of competitive legis-
lative districts in New Jersey has fallen
dramatically over the past two de-
cades. Voter turnout in the past few
elections has gotten worse and worse.
Governor Phil Murphy was elected
by less than 40 percent of voters be-
cause people are discouraged by how

bad things are.
The last nine elections have given

Democrats a large majority in the
Legislature, allowing them to control
the policy and politics of the state
even though it does not wholly reflect
the electorate.

In that time the popular vote has
been split nearly 50-50. Yet, gerry-
mandering has allowed Democrats to
pick up 10 seats in the state Assembly
in spite of half of the voters’ desires.
The electoral map is not responsive
to the will of the people, and as the
majority unjustly increases the power
of voters is diminished.

Change starts with the voters. Our
government is supposed to be repre-
sentative of the people, for the people
and by the people. My proposed
amendment would ensure that the
people’s input is paramount to fair
elections.

The amendment allows any New
Jersey voter to challenge the estab-
lished districts if they do not think
that the electoral map promotes com-
petition. The challenge will go straight
to the state Supreme Court, and if it is
successful a new map will have to be
drawn to promote fair elections.

Over the past two decades New
Jersey has increasingly been mired in
one-party rule as the political envi-
ronment has become more spiteful.
The political polarization has made it
worse, and there needs to be real
change.

The electoral map should repre-
sent the people and voters shouldn’t
be discouraged because of politics.
We need to make sure our districts are
competitive and fair. That’s my goal.

Jon Bramnick
Westfield

Jon Bramnick is the Assembly Re-
publican Leader. He has represented
parts of Union, Morris and Somerset
counties in the 21st Legislative Dis-
trict since 2003.

Muñoz: If Murphy Can’t Run a Soccer
Team How Can He Run the State?

TRENTON, N.J. – Assemblywoman
Nancy F. Muñoz (R-21st, Summit) re-
leased the following statement about
reports that members of a New Jersey
professional women’s soccer team
owned by Governor Phil Murphy are
living and playing in deplorable condi-
tions:

“The governor’s response to these al-
legations is unacceptable and hypocriti-
cal as is the silence from women legisla-
tors from the other side of the aisle.

“He claims to be a champion of
women, the poor and middle class. Yet
he’s been a majority team owner for
years and says this is the first time he’s

Commentary
Your Voice Is Needed On

Court Forced Development
In recent months, a series of

“town hall” meetings have taken
place within our local readership
area focusing on redevelopment
plans, state-mandated affordable-
housing obligations and the poten-
tial impact on those communities
in which such large-scale projects
will occur.

These public forums have been
initiated by state and municipal
officials, as well as developer rep-
resentatives, and have provided
valuable opportunities for residents
to pose questions, share concerns
and express sentiments about is-
sues with the potential to drasti-
cally impact the future of the towns
they call home.

On July 9, Republican Assem-
bly Minority Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) led
a meeting at the Kilkenny House
in Cranford to present his ideas
for changing state laws that com-
pel towns to accept high-density
dwellings in order to fulfill their
affordable-housing requirements.
He was joined by Assembly-
woman Nancy Muñoz (R-21st,
Summit) at the town hall, which
drew an audience of several
dozen. Among them were resi-
dents of Cranford and Clark con-
cerned about a proposal by Hartz
Mountain Industries to build 905
apartments at 750 Walnut Av-
enue, near the border of the two
towns. Hartz is seeking to have
the property rezoned from com-
mercial to residential.

Asm. Bramnick plans to continue
his campaign for legislative reform
regarding affordable-housing man-
dates with a rally September 20 on
the steps of the State House in Tren-
ton. Scotch Plains Mayor Alexander
Smith has said he intends to speak
at the rally, and encouraged area
residents to attend.

Town-hall meetings also have
recently taken place in Garwood
in response to redevelopment
projects at the Paperboard site on
North Avenue and the Petro/
Casale site on South Avenue. Is-

sues addressed during these events
ranged from density to environ-
mental concerns surrounding
demolition of the existing build-
ing on the latter site.

Additionally, the Assembly
Housing and Community Devel-
opment Committee, headed by As-
semblyman Benjie Wimberly (D-
35th, Paterson), was scheduled to
hold a hearing July 25 at 10 a.m. in
Committee Room 16, Fourth Floor,
of the State House Annex in Tren-
ton, during which invited guests
and the public were to give testi-
mony on affordable-housing needs
in New Jersey.

In addition to these town-hall-
style meetings, the Scotch Plains
Downtown Redevelopment Com-
mittee holds public meetings on the
second Wednesday of each month,
at 7 p.m., at the township municipal
building. They also provide a re-
source for residents and business
owners to have input and gain infor-
mation concerning multi-phase re-
development plans for the
township’s central business district.

During the town hall two weeks
ago in Cranford, Asm. Bramnick
urged his audience to attend meet-
ings of their local government,
planning and zoning boards to
voice their concerns about high-
density housing. “Community sen-
timent is very important,” he main-
tained, when decisions such as that
involving prospective rezoning of
the Walnut Avenue property are
being made at the local level.

We concur that residents need
to take a proactive role in shaping
the direction of their communi-
ties, by staying informed, offering
their own ideas and voicing oppo-
sition to those concepts they do
not feel are correct. Each of us —
whether public official or private
citizen, business or property
owner, regardless of political al-
legiance — are stakeholders in
our communities. We should
therefore remain vigilant advo-
cates for what we believe is in our
communities’ best interest.

hearing about the poor treatment of his
team’s members. That’s very disturbing.
If he’s clueless about a team he has
invested his money in, you really have to
wonder how much he’s paying attention
to what taxpayers are funding. Is he at
the helm or has he delegated this respon-
sibility as well?”

Former players and officials of the
team, Sky Blue FC, said in a report the
team is plagued by poor housing, subpar
facilities and mismanagement. Players
allegedly are living in shack-like homes,
play in facilities without showers and
practice in dirty clothes due to a lack of
laundry service.

Gerrymandering


