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Letters to
the Editor

Garwood’s Petro Development Needs
EPA Radiological Testing

Dear Senator Thomas H. Kean, Jr.
The people in your district need your
help. The demolition of Garwood’s
pervasively contaminated Petro/
Casale site has begun. Weeks and
months of diligent research and letter
writing from concerned residents have
generated little to no results.

As per the attached article in last
week’s Westfield Leader, the site was
formerly the location of secret atomic
weapons experiments with uranium.
The site should not be disturbed until
comprehensive site-wide testing rules
out residual radiological waste or lo-
cates it and removes it within an en-
closed work setting.

The demolition is expected to last
at least three months. Garwood’s
single K-8 public school property and
Hartman Playground are located a
few yards from the site. My four
children, all under the age of 12,
attend the school. To get there, we
have to walk, bike, or drive past the
uncovered toxic work site. Hundreds
of other Garwood children do too.

We need you to directly intervene
as our representative to suspend ac-
tivity at the site until testing occurs.

But that’s just the beginning. There
are a host of other serious and urgent

public health and safety concerns that
need to be addressed.

Among these are the fact that
stormwater and high winds from
weather events like those of July 17,
2018, pose real health and safety
threats to the region. The high winds
send particulate from the piles of un-
covered demolition debris and indus-
trial filth sailing into the surrounding
residential communities of Westfield,
Garwood, and beyond. Torrential
downpours like those of July 17 surge
through and soak exposed mounds of
debris from the toxic site, sending the
resulting industrial tea to nearby storm
drains that spill into the Rahway River.
The Rahway River is a source of
drinking water for the people of
Rahway.

In the name of public health and
environmental justice, please meet
with us — NJ Parents and Families —
so we can come up with concrete next
steps taken with public health and
environmental integrity as the top
priority.

Thank you for your time and atten-
tion.

Greg Ruggiero
Garwood

Protect Drinking Water From
Garwood Contamination Run-Off

Concerned citizens in the region,
myself included, are asking public
officials to please halt the demolition
of the contaminated the Petro/ Casale
site in Garwood. I urge our citizens to
join us and take action to write di-
rectly to Senator Thomas Kean Jr.,
Assemblymembers Jon Bramnick and
Nancy Munoz, Governor Phil
Murphy, and NJDEP Commissioner
Catherine McCabe, to intervene. As I
write this there is an uncovered heap
of demolition work going on: an un-
covered heap that has already pub-
licly been identified as being loaded
with decades of toxic materials, from
the building construction itself as well
as the production, manufacturing and
processing that occurred in those
buildings since the sites were used for
industrial purposes circa 1889.

I am grateful that The Westfield
Leader published information in the
July 19, 2018 edition documenting
that the Aluminum Company of
America (ALCOA) was used to cast
uranium slugs at the site during WWII.
There was certainly waste from the
operations, even if only from the
machinery that came into contact with
the slugs. We don’t have documenta-
tion of that machinery. In 1989, the
Department of Energy (DOE) decided
against cleaning up the site, that the
“potential for contamination was re-
mote.” Is there radioactivity at the
site? We still do not know! Radioac-
tivity goes away at a very, very slow
rate and is poisonous at very small
quantities.

Also as I write this, it is raining
hard, and forecasts call for rain for
the next week. Storm drains that sur-

round Petro/Casale on South Ave.
and Center St. flow into Garwood
Brook, which in turn spills its con-
tents into the Rahway River. Accord-
ing to the Rahway River Watershed
Association’s website, the Rahway
River is the source of drinking water
to the people of the city of Rahway.
The untreated waters of the Rahway
River are also a primary contact rec-
reation area for canoeing, fishing,
and water play for children. Aside
from the known toxins that we can
assume are going into the Rahway
River as run-off from the toxic site in
Garwood, what about the possible
radioactivity that could go into our
neighbors’ drinking water?

Cleaning up toxins once they are
already in householders’ water is
costly—including drinking, bathing,
laundry, lawns, swimming pools, gar-
dens, etc.. The effects of under-treated
water on human health is incalcu-
lable. Prevention of leachate, relative
to the alternatives, is very cheap.

Water is Life! Tell your public ser-
vants to stop the demolition until
higher standards of testing and pro-
tecting health, air, and drinking water
and recreational waters are enforced:

Senator Thomas Kean Jr.,
SenKean@njleg.org; Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick,
AsmBramnick@njleg.org; Assem-
blywoman Nancy Munoz,
email@nancymunoz.net; Governor
Phil Murphy,
constituent.relations@nj.gov, and
NJDEP Commissioner Catherine
McCabe, commissioner@dep.nj.gov

Monica Shimkus
Cranford

Nearly 50 Years Ago,
‘The Eagle Has Landed’

The entire world was watching TV with wonder-
ment as the first men landed on the moon. It was the
biggest televised event ever back then, connecting
all of mankind on July 20, of 1969.

“Houston, Tranquility Base here. The Eagle has
landed!”

A few hours later, as he stepped from the ladder of
the lunar landing module to the surface of the moon,
Neil Armstrong, the first man on the moon, said,
“That’s one small step for man – one giant leap for
mankind.” Buzz Aldrin was right behind him. Michael
Collins circled overhead in the
Command Module.

The world glowed with self-es-
teem. Those who witnessed that
momentous occasion remember
exactly where they were at that
moment.

The astronauts left a plaque,
which is still there on the moon
today. It reads: “Here Men From
Planet Earth First Set Foot Upon
the Moon. July 1969 A.D. We Came
In Peace For All Mankind.” The
moment was a marvel, filled with
such promise for the future. People
then grew up as the U.S. and the
USSR (United Soviet Socialist Re-
public, for those who don’t know
this today) continued to compete in the “Space
Race.” Brave and daring men from both sides of the
iron curtain risked everything and challenged the
unknown – what heart, skill and bravado! –
Yesteryear’s “right stuff.”

It strikes me that many people alive today have no
idea what I’m talking about – they weren’t even born
then. They’ve never experienced a man landing on
the moon. The last time it occurred was with Apollo
17 on December 11, 1972 - Eugene Cernan and
Harrison Schmidt. Ronald Evans was there, too, but
circling the moon as pilot of the Command Module.

I wonder who actually was the last man to leave the
moon, Cernan or Schmidt? About Apollo 8, Paul
Babik made this comment in a letter to the editor in
2002. “May I point out, however, that the first men
to leave Earth’s gravity were aboard Apollo 8 during
1968 at Christmas time. Those men included Jim
Lovell, who went on to command Apollo 13, and
Frank Borman. Their picture of ‘Earth-Rise,’ which
should have had much more of an influence on
mankind than it has had, is a classic 20th century

image, and their reading from Genesis on Christmas
Eve as they orbited the Moon is still chilling to those
of us who remember it.” William Anders also made
the trip.

Launched on December 21, 1968, Apollo 8 took
three days to travel to the Moon. The crew orbited 10
times, taking 20 hours. Their Christmas Eve televi-
sion broadcast, in which they read the first 10 verses
from the Book of Genesis, was the most watched TV
program ever back then. Apollo 8 paved the way for
Apollo 11 to fulfill President John F. Kennedy’s goal

of landing a man on the Moon be-
fore the end of the decade.

The Apollo Manned Moon mis-
sions were not without heartache
and angst. At the start with Apollo 1
in January 1967, Gus Grissom, Ed-
ward White and Roger Chaffee lost
their lives during preflight tests on
the launch pad when fire burst out
in their pure oxygen-filled module.

There was grieving. Then, exten-
sive investigation and overhaul was
done. No one gave up.

Manned flights resumed with
Apollo 7 in October 1968.

Apollo 13 was filled with drama,
as the entire world observed with
dread for days as the astronauts

almost became lost in space. With a crippled craft,
no power, little oxygen and computers lost, the
astronauts used a slide rule to navigate home from
the heavens. They also improvised with what is now
known as “duct tape” to make a canister to remove
CO2 from their cabin to prevent suffocation. Most
youngsters today don’t know what a slide rule is –
stop by and I’ll show you one.

Apollo 14’s trip to the moon turned out to be a little
more light-hearted; Alan Shepard took out a six-iron
and hit a few golf balls “miles and miles and miles.”
It troubles me today. I’m curious… could we still
land a man on the moon? Yes, but only if we return
to the spirit of yesteryear – with the “right stuff.

The “American Spirit” -- Here’s Pluto and Charon!

Buzz Aldrin

NASA

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Gerrymandering Is
Rigging NJ Elections,

Not The Russians
Living in NJ is a challenge, even

more so, if you have no ability to
influence the legislative process. Ger-
rymandering has resulted in one-party
rule. As Jon Bramnick has said in a
recent release: “Voters should elect
their representatives instead of the
other way around, but that is not the
way it works in New Jersey.”

Bramnick is proposing that we
amend the state constitution to define
what a competitive district is and stop
manipulation so that a party cannot
manufacture election results.

Over the last nine elections, the
popular vote in New Jersey has been
split nearly 50-50. Yet, gerrymander-
ing has allowed Democrats to pick up
10 seats in the State Assembly in spite
of the voters’ desires.

Under Bramnick’s amendments. a
competitive district would not favor a
political party by more than 10 per-
cent; and, districts will change based
on the voter turn out in the election
for governor.

This is a great concept and de-
serves serious consideration by all of
us.

Dick Griggs
Westfield

School Boards Should Return
State Aid Hikes to Taxpayers
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Many school districts around the state, including
Westfield, Scotch Plains-Fanwood and
Mountainside, found out last week that they will be
getting another boost in state aid over what was
promised in Governor Phil Murphy’s budget mes-
sage in March. But the question now is, what impact
this will have, if any, on the school portion of local
property-tax bills this year.

The Westfield Board of Education is to receive an
additional $223,710 to increase its total 2018-2019
aid to $3,828,581, up $578,924 or 18 percent over
last year. Scotch Plains-Fanwood will receive an-
other $69,722, for a new total of $3,596,939, an
increase of $396,000 or 12.37 percent over 2017-
2018. Cranford’s aid remained at $2,624,844, which
is $187,301 or 7.68 percent over last year. Garwood
also did not get an increase from March numbers,
remaining at $504,445, which is up $35,081 or 7.48
percent from a year ago. Mountainside received a
boost of $150,160 from the Governor’s budget mes-
sage for a new total of $763,171, representing an
increase of $193,587 or 34 percent over 2017-2018.

Westfield, Scotch Plains-Fanwood and
Mountainside are among 391 districts statewide that
will see more aid, while Cranford and Garwood are
among 14 districts seeing no change in aid, with
another 172 districts receiving cuts in aid. We are
hopeful that aid will continue to rise at this year’s
levels locally. With this said, school boards need to

make every effort to control costs rather than just
using the extra aid by spending money elsewhere
with taxpayers seeing no relief.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr and the borough
council have asked the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education to apply the additional aid the district
is receiving to reduce the local school tax. Westfield
school officials say the county has already certified
the 2018-2019 budget and thus school tax amounts
cannot be changed.

We ask both school districts to look into the
additional aid to see if it can change the tax numbers.
Taxpayers are paying a lot in taxes already, with
school and county taxes being the largest amounts
on tax bills. As we have said before, state aid should
be increased both for school districts, as is occur-
ring, as well as towns, which unfortunately are
seeing mostly flat aid numbers again this year. Local
governments are faced with higher salaries and
e m p l o y e e
health-insurance
hikes for police
and firefighters,
and so any in-
crease in aid
would be warmly
welcomed, as
would tighter
school and
county budgets.

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org

Sergio Granados, chair
sgranados@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Culinary Delights

My wife is such a bad cook.  In
my house we pray after the meal.

Rodney Dangerfield

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Holcad – An ancient Greek mer-

chant ship
2. Torgoch – The red-bellied lake trout
3. Rurigenous – Born in the country
4. Internecine – Deadly to both sides;

great slaughter

DEHISCENCE
1. Humiliation; shame; falling from

grace
2. In botany, a bursting or splitting

open of a seed capsule
3. Discontent
4. Inflammation of a mucous mem-

brane; especially of the auditory canals
DEGRAVATION

1. The act of making heavy
2. Small number; insufficiency
3. A starving or dying of hunger
4. Desperate; wanting

TRIPUDIATION
1. Violating faith or allegiance
2. The act of dancing
3. Being trampled under foot, as in a

stampede
4. A governing by three men or coali-

tion of three parties. A triumvirate
THIONIC

1. Containing or derived from sulfer
2. Shaped like the seed of a gourd
3. Artistically suited for show or dis-

play
4. Expressing great thanks; formerly

used to express thankfulness with sur-
prise

Useful, It is all there at
www.goleader.com/help
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