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‡The Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) shown are accurate as of the mailing date and are subject to change at any time.This is a limited time offer and may be discontinued without prior notice. The minimum balance to open and obtain the “APY“ on these CDs is 
$500.  A penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal.  Additional CD terms are available. Fees may reduce earnings. +Advantage Plus Checking is a non-interest bearing checking account with a daily minimum balance requirement of $500.The minimum to open 

at any time. New money only. Funds transferred from an existing Columbia Bank account are not eligible. Standard text and data rates may apply from your phone provider with mobile banking.

Visit ColumbiaBankOnline.com or contact our Customer Service Department at (800) 522-4167 for more information.

251 North Avenue West

(Next to the train station)

Lobby Hours

Our Grand Opening Continues 
With This Exclusive Offer!

Pick A CD That Grows At Your Pace

FREE Mobile Banking  • FREE Bill Pay • FREE Direct Deposit

EXCLUSIVE CD OFFERS

APY‡3.00%
+

APY‡2.75%

^

• Checking and Savings Accounts
• Home Mortgages
• Home Equity Credit Lines

• Online Cash Management
• Free Business Checking
• Lines of Credit
• Prime Lines of Credit for Professionals

• Debit Cards and “Intelligent” ATMs
• Mobile and Online Banking
• And So Much More!

• Term Loans & SBA Loans
• Permanent Mortgages
• And So Much More!

Courtesy of Susan Dougherty
STARTING A DIALOGUE ABOUT BIAS... At the conclusion of last week's Stand
Up for the Other Forum at Kean University, retired state Senator Ray Lesniak
chatted with Miss America contestant Jessica Milne of LGBTeen Advocacy and
Gloria Brown, right, a congregant of Temple Emanu-El in Westfield. The Lesniak
Institute for American Leadership sponsored the July 12 forum where dozens of
attendees and speakers took the pledge to "stand up for the other and speak up to
challenge bigotry in any form." The two-hour event was streamed live on Facebook.

Cranford First Aid Cadets
Excel at EMS Competition

CRANFORD - Fourteen Cranford
First Aid Squad cadets entered the
New Jersey State Cadet competition
and Cranford teams came home with
first and third places. The event was
hosted by Keyport First Aid Squad,
with teams coming New York and
Pennsylvania in addition to New Jer-
sey.

The Cranford team of Caitlin Cook,
Grace DiGiovanni, Emily Marinucci
and Layla Serna won first place with
the team of Zack Kornberger, Joseph
Lopes and Parth Shah taking third
place. Others competing were Emma
DeBole, Kristina Kortbaoui, Enya
Manning, Jayna Mallon, Dan Gomez,
Amanda Hogan and Winona Whelan.
Advisors for the teams were Abraham
Pritzker, Justin Goncalves, Sue Lucas
and Kent Lucas.

Cranford competed in the ad-
vanced division, where the three-
to four-person teams were required
to have at least one certified EMT.
They were judged in three sce-
narios, including a trauma victim,
a cardiac victim and a motor-ve-
hicle collision with entrapped vic-
tims.

Advanced teams were judged on
patient assessment and proper
equipment use – backboard, trac-
tion splint, cervical collar, oxygen
and nitroglycerin administration,
obtaining vital signs, CPR and air-
way management. The teams
worked with fire department crews

during in the car crash scenarios
with actual vehicles.

The Cranford First Aid Squad
cadet program consists of high
school members from age 16 to 18,
with the intent of them becoming
New Jersey cert if ied EMTs.
Cranford has the largest cadet pro-
gram in Union County with over 20
members.

Fanwood to Host
Nat. Night Out Aug. 7
FANWOOD — the Borough of

Fanwood and the Fanwood Police
Department will be hosting National
Night Out on Tuesday, August 7, at
LaGrande Park beginning at 7 p.m.
This free event will include a variety
of games, food, raffles, and a giant
slide.

National Night Out is an annual
community-building campaign that
promotes positive police-commu-
nity partnerships and neighborhood
camaraderie to make our neigh-
borhoods safer, more caring places
to live. It provides an opportunity
to bring police and neighbors to-
gether under positive circum-
stances.

 Immediately following National
Night Out, Fanwood will hold its
Movies Under the Stars presented
by the Fanwood Recreation De-
partment.

Courtesy of Sue Lucas
THIRD PLACE FINISH...The team of Zack Kornberger, Joseph Lopes and Parth
Shah from the Cranford First Aid Squad won third place in the New Jersey State
Cadet competition for first aid squads hosted by the Keyport First Aid Squad.

Courtesy of  Sue Lucas
EMS CADETS WINNERS...Cranford First Aid Squad cadets team took part in
the New Jersey State Cadet competition hosted by the Keyport First Aid Squad.
The team of Caitlin Cook, Grace DiGiovanni, Emily Marinucci and Layla Serna
won first place, while the team of Zack Kornberger, Joseph Lopes and Parth Shah
took third place.

Lance Supports Bill Countering
Russian Aggression In Elections

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Congress-
man Leonard Lance (R-7th, Westfield)
became the first member of the New
Jersey congressional delegation to co-
sponsor H.R. 6437, the bipartisan Se-
cure America from Russian Interfer-
ence Act of 2018. The package of
legislation includes a bill co-authored
by Mr. Lance, H.R. 5216, the Direct-
ing Implementation of Sanctions and
Accountability for Russian Mischief
(DISARM) Act.

“I support the unanimous conclu-
sion of America’s intelligence com-
munity that Russia hacked the 2016
U.S. presidential election. This is not
a partisan issue and that’s why I have
co-sponsored this bipartisan package

to bolster American Security and
strengthen our NATO alliance,” said
Mr. Lance. “In addition to this legisla-
tion, I have voted for $380 million in
added funds to enhance election secu-
rity. I will continue to work across the
aisle to thwart any foreign government’s
attempt to influence our elections and
our democratic institutions.”

On Monday, Mr. Lance Twitted that
he introduced bipartisan resolution,
which “1. commends USDOJ’s (U.S.
Department of Justice) work against
Russia meddling,  2. agrees with intel.
findings, 3. affirms Russia must be
held accountable, 4. urges oversight
re: Helsinki summit, 5. calls to imple-
ment sanctions.”

RVSA Prepares to File
Suit Against State

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA) is ex-
pected to file a lawsuit against the
state regarding a new law that re-
quires certain state oversight of bud-
gets of regional sewerage authori-
ties. The RVSA Board of Commis-
sioners voted in May to file the law-
suit following former Governor Chris
Christie’s signing of Bill S-848 in
January.

Dennis Estis, the authority’s coun-
sel, said at Thursday’s meeting that
the suit is to be joined by the Plainfield
Area Regional Sewerage Authority
(PARSA), and is expected to eventu-
ally be joined to a suit filed by Two
Rivers Reclamation Authority, which
has already been filed and which the
state has made a motion to dismiss.

According to S-848, the bill “lim-
its the percentage of growth in the
fee funded appropriations in the an-
nual budget of a regional sewerage
authority to not more than 2 percent
per year, and stipulates that the
amount billed to customers of the
authority, or the amount billed to a
local unit for its proportional share
of the authority’s expenses, is not
permitted to exceed that amount
billed in the previous budget year to
each customer or local unit by more
than 2 percent for comparable usage
of the sewerage system.”

The RVSA’s basic argument is that
the law impairs the agreement between
RVSA and its member municipalities
and is unsconstitutional.

In other business, it was revealed
that Springfield was likely to avoid
penalties for excessive flows in past
years after having provided evidence
of ordinances and bonding in lieu of
penalties from the RVSA. Later in
the meeting there was some discus-
sion of discovery of a significant
inflow and infiltration (I&I) site.
Inflow and infiltration is the term for
stormwater or groundwater entry into
the sanitary sewer system.

An update on the digester cover
replacement project by John
Buonocore, RVSA’s staff engineer,
and given as part of Executive Direc-
tor Jim Meehan’s monthly update to
the board, revealed that while 136
days remain until the scheduled
completion of the project, about 250
days remain until it will actually be
completed. Mr. Meehan indicated that
he “sees a sense of urgency” in the
contractor’s actions. Because of the
lateness, they currently are billing the
contractor $400 per day for liqui-

dated damages and the penalty will
rise to $500 per day soon. A prior
meeting had revealed that some por-
tion of the damages are likely to be
returned to the contractor because
they will be difficult to justify.

Louis Lambe, Cranford’s commis-
sioner, introduced a motion to re-
move flow exceedances that resulted
from a storm on April 16 and 17 from
exceedance calculations. Marty
Rothfelder, Westfield’s commis-
sioner, said he “didn’t see why we
(RVSA) should throw out data.” Mr.
Lambe circulated a map showing his
belief that exceedances relate, in part,
to locations relative to the authority’s
trunk lines. Discussion also touched
on the time lag that can occur as
stormwater works through the sys-
tem, possibly resulting in exceedances
over an additional day for those “fur-
ther down” the system. Mr. Meehan
mentioned the possibility of chang-
ing from flow measurements every
quarter hour to hourly.

Eventually, Mr. Buonocore said,
as he has to make the data adjust-
ments, he “feels adjustments should
be made in exceedance hearings.”
Mr. Estis said he backed Mr.
Buonocore’s suggestion. Garwood’s
commissioner, Stephen Greet, said
Springfield’s recent discovery of a
major I&I source was only made
under the pressure of exceedance
hearings and the associated penal-
ties. The motion was eventually
tabled until the next meeting.

Mr. Meehan also told the board
he recommends that the bar screen
project that is part of the 2019
five-year capital plan should be
worked on sooner, rather than later.
The bar screen, which removes
large items from the sewage, uses a
design that is complex and costly
to maintain. The simpler design
will reduce maintenance costs, in
part because it will not suffer dam-
age if it goes underwater.

Cranford Lib. Trustees
To Meet August 9

CRANFORD — The summer
meeting of the board of trustees of
the Cranford Public Library will
be held on Thursday, August 9, at 7
p.m. It will take place at the library,
located at 224 Walnut Avenue.
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