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MEET AND GREET...Garwood Republicans recently held a meet-and-greet
fundraiser. Pictured, from left to right, are: Union County GOP Freeholder
candidate Peter Kane of Summit;  Ileen Cuccaro, Garwood mayoral candidate
and current borough councilwoman, and Union County Freeholder candidate and
former Garwood mayor, Patricia Quattrocchi of Clark.

Westfield Nurse Elected
To ANA Directors Board

TRENTON — The New Jersey
State Nurses Association (NJSNA)
has announced the election of its
member, Varsha Singh MSN, APN,
of Westfield to the American Nurses
Association (ANA) Board of Direc-
tors as a member-at-large for a two-
year term.

“Congratulations to Varsha on her
election to the ANA Board of Direc-
tors,” said Dr. Benjamin Evans, presi-
dent of NJSNA. “We wish her well in
her service to nurses and patients
nationwide.”

Ms. Singh, whose term will begin
in January, is a complex care ad-
vanced practice nurse at Optum
Care, an independent nurse practi-
tioner and teaches neurology didac-
tic courses at Trinitas School of
Nursing. She is president of Forum
of Nurse in Advanced Practice at
NJSNA and immediate past presi-
dent of New Jersey Stroke Coordi-

nators Consortium.
She earned her associate’s degree

from Trinitas School of Nursing, com-
pleted the RN to MSN program at
Seton Hall University where she also
earned a master’s degree as a nurse
practitioner in adult health and is en-
rolled in a doctoral program at Seton
Hall.

Varsha Singh

Scutari Applauds Parham’s
Swearing In As Undersheriff

NEWLY SWORN IN...Senator Nicholas P. Scutari (D-22nd, Linden), left, con-
gratulates former Linden Police Chief Jonathan Parham, center, on his swearing
in as Union County Undersheriff on July 13. At right is Sheriff Peter Corvelli.

LINDEN – Senator Nicholas P. Scutari
(D-22nd, Limden) congratulated former
Linden Police Chief Jonathan Parham
on his swearing in as Undersheriff of
Union County on July 13.

“Being able to witness the beginning
of a new chapter in Jon’s life is all the
more rewarding because I have watched
him evolve from someone on my high
school wrestling team to someone who
now has the whole community’s back
and who is truly a hero to so many,” said
Sen. Scutari. “Over the years, he has
demonstrated an ever higher level of
integrity and character, and a deeper
level of commitment to the service of
others. No one deserves this appoint-
ment more than Jon Parham, and I
could not be prouder.”

Undersheriff Parham served Lin-
den for nearly 25 years, elevated from
officer to captain before his promo-
tion to chief of the 200-employee
department on September 1, 2016.
He rose to national recognition dur-
ing his first few weeks as chief when
members of his force apprehended
the now convicted “Chelsea Bomber”
Ahmad Rahimi after an extended
shootout that injured the terrorist and
two of Chief Parham’s officers.

During his six months as chief, Mr.

Parham’s leadership polished the
department’s reputation and helped to
heal its sadness at the death of fellow
Linden Officer Daniel Kuczynski.

“Jon’s talents and skills have made
all the difference throughout his ca-
reer and I congratulate my friend as
he brings his vision and passion to the
sheriff’s office,” said Senator Scutari.
“He, his wife Ebony, and their two
young sons have a lot to be proud of
as he continues to transform our com-
munity and increase the safety and
wellbeing of Union County.”

Work on Kehler Stadium
Will Begin Next Spring

RVSA Hosts Fellows From
Mandela Fellowship Inst.

Westfield Receives
Additional School Aid
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Public School District will receive an
additional $223,710 in state funding
to be used on district-wide security
enhancements, bringing the total in
state aid for the 2018-2019 school
year to $3,828,581. The district was
notified by the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Education of the additional
funding on July 13.

“We intend to use this additional
state aid for door replacement, cam-
eras, and other security enhancements
district-wide,” said Business Admin-
istrator Dana Sullivan.

Westfield’s aid is up $578,924 or
17.81 percent over last year’s amount.

Ms. Sullivan noted that because
the school tax rate was previously
certified by the county for the 2018-
2019 school year, as per state require-
ments, there is no provision to change
the tax rate.

WESTFIELD — After careful re-
view following a two-month delay
caused by a bid protest in the Kehler
Stadium renovation project, the
Westfield Public School District an-
nounced on July 19 that construction
on the stadium will begin next spring.

“While there was no easy solution
to address the delay caused by this
unnecessary and frustrating bid
complaint, we feel this decision to
hold off construction on Kehler Sta-
dium until spring of 2019 is the
least disruptive option to our sports
programs and other activities,” said
Business Administrator Dana
Sullivan.

Ms. Sullivan said consultations
were held with the vendor, Your Way
Construction, Inc., and Westfield High
School administrators at which a num-
ber of considerations were discussed,
including the various events and ac-
tivities held during the school year at
the stadium, the fall and spring sports
seasons, and whether viable options
exist for moving a sport or activity/
event to a different venue during con-
struction. Your Way was the low bid-
der at $3,031,100.

In a prior press release, Ms. Sullivan
said if construction on the stadium
had not completed by the fall it would
have impacted the freshman, junior
varsity and varsity football program
as well as girls’ and boys’ soccer and
field hockey programs.

“We will continue to work with our
coaches to try to minimize disruption
and address concerns,” Superinten-
dent Margaret Dolan said. “We ap-
preciate the community’s ongoing pa-
tience throughout the Kehler renova-
tion project.”

Work on Kehler Stadium to replace
the turf field, track, blacktop, bleach-
ers and to renovate the bathrooms

had been scheduled to begin in early
May after the contract was awarded
to the lowest responsible bidder, Your
Way Construction, Inc. of Irvington.
The Board approved the Kehler con-
tract on March 19.

H & S Construction and Mechanical,
Inc. of Elizabeth, the third lowest bid-
der in the process, filed a bid protest
that was denied on April 13 by Judge
Karen M. Cassidy, who presided over
the complaint proceedings in the Supe-
rior Court of the County of Union.

On April 16, H & S Construction
and Mechanical filed an appeal,
which was heard on June 7 by the
Appellate Division of the Superior
Court of New Jersey. The appellate
division denied the complaint on
July 5.

RAHWAY — Earlier this month
The Rahway Valley Sewerage Au-
thority (RVSA) hosted 25 Fellows
from the Mandela Washington Fel-
lowship Institute in Business and
Entrepreneurship at its Rahway facil-
ity to highlight the importance of or-
ganic waste management. As an in-
dustry leader, RVSA was selected by
Rutgers to provide this educational
experience as part of a multi-week
networking program sponsored by
the U.S. Department of State and
designed to inspire the Fellows

through unique industry innovation
and business advancements.

The Fellows first visited Waste
Management’s patented CORe food
waste slurry system in Elizabeth,
which serves as RVSA’s feedstock
supply partner following a recently-
awarded 10-year co-digestion con-
tract. The group was given a first-
hand look at the co-digestion process
currently in operation at the RVSA
treatment plant and the opportunity
to speak with professionals regarding
this changing paradigm of resource
recovery emerging in the water re-
source sector.

“RVSA had the available anaero-
bic digestion capacity to create a food
waste recycling infrastructure and
moved forward with co-digestion ear-
lier this year,” explains RVSA Execu-
tive Director James Meehan. “With so
many facilities throughout the U.S.
ramping up to co-digest high-strength
organics like commercial food waste
and fats, oils and grease, co-digestion
is a developing trend in the market. It
was an honor to showcase this process
to such a talented group of Fellows,
who will return to their home countries
with an increased knowledge regard-
ing this innovation,” said Mr. Meehan.

Several of the Fellows expressed
interest in a future RVSA follow-up
tour and requested RVSA input on
projects they’re currently managing
in Africa. “Each of these Fellows
carries an impressive and experienced
background. It is our pleasure to con-
tinue collaboration and explore new
opportunities,” said Mr. Meehan. In
addition, with biosolids significantly
enhanced through food waste diges-
tion, RVSA intends to explore a part-
nership with Waste Management and
Rutgers to further refine biosolid re-
siduals with the goal of producing
fertilizer for direct-land application.

Mehrotra, Montes Demand
Independent Investigation

Pallone Announces
Over $800,000 In

Grants for Rutgers
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Con-

gressman Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-6th,
Long Branch) has announced that
Rutgers University has been
awarded three National Science
Foundation grants totaling
$851,485.

“I know that these grants will sup-
port Rutgers’ world-renowned re-
search and continue to build on New
Jersey’s status as a leader in science
and innovation,” said Mr. Pallone.
“I will continue to work to ensure
that the federal government is sup-
porting the sciences and higher edu-
cation.”

The grants include: $499,999 for a
project entitled “NeTS: Medium:
Collaborative: Reliable Underwater
Acoustic Video Transmission To-
wards Human-Robot Dynamic Inter-
action,” $264,278 for a project en-
titled “FRG: Collaborative Research:
Geometric and Topological Methods
for Analyzing Shapes,” and $87,208
for a project entitled “The Develop-
ment of A High Resolution Rainfall
Record.”

MOUNTAINSIDE — Democratic
candidates for Borough Council
Anjali Mehrotra and Ileana Montes
are calling for a thorough indepen-
dent investigation into of allegations
leveled against members of the
Mountainside Police Department in a
recent lawsuit.

“This investigation must look into
the role Mayor Paul Mirabelli’s ad-
ministration and the rest of
Mountainside’s Borough Council may
have played in creating what seems to
have become a culture of corruption
in Borough Hall, allowing this be-
havior to take place and then cover-
ing it up until a costly lawsuit brought
the activity out into the open,” ac-
cording to a press release issued
Monday.

In a letter to the Mayor and
Council, Mr. Mehrotra and Ms.
Montes outline what they believe
is a “culture of corruption that has
come to permeate all branches of
Borough Hall,” according to the
release.

“Allegedly, for nearly two decades
police officers and other borough of-
ficials with connections to Mayor
Mirabelli, Council President Keith
Turner, Business Administrator and
former Police Chief James Debbie,
and the rest of the Council have been
promoted ahead of more qualified
candidates, been permitted to work
side jobs while on duty, and contin-
ued to work despite engaging in dan-
gerous behavior that would have been
grounds for termination anywhere
else,” the release states.

The candidates have called for: a
“thorough independent investiga-
tion” of the administration and coun-

cil into “what they knew and when
they knew about the alleged corrup-
tion” in Mountainside’s police de-
partment and Borough Hall, crimi-
nal charges against all who are found
to have broken any laws, the “imme-
diate firing” of officers who are found
to have committed offenses, and de-
nial of retirement benefits to anyone
who is found to have broken any
laws.
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Mentors Sought for
Big Brothers Big Sisters

COUNTY – Union County residents
who are seeking community members to
can sign up as a mentors with Big Broth-
ers Big Sisters of Essex, Hudson and
Union Counties.

The organization is currently seeking
volunteer mentors for its best-known pro-
gram, Community-Based Mentoring. The
program involves individual mentoring
with a local child or teen, age 6 to 18, with
a commitment of just four hours per month
for one year. Any resident age 20 or older
can apply to become a mentor.

The Freeholder Board recently entered
into a partnership with Big Brothers Big
Sisters to build the program in Union
County. As part of the partnership, Union
County recently launched the Bigs in
Blue program, aimed at enlisting mentors
from the law enforcement field.

Volunteer mentors have the flexibility
to schedule their own time. No previous
experience is necessary. All mentors re-
ceive training and professional support
from Big Brothers Big Sisters. The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
supports Big Brothers Big Sisters through
the Office of Community Engagement
and Diversity.

For more information, contact office
coordinator Nathalie Hernandez at (908)
527-4880 or nahernandez@ucnj.org.

Ron Paul Endorsed
Sabrin for U.S. Senate
STATE -- Former Texas U.S. con-

gressman and three-time presidential
candidate Run Paul last week en-
dorsed Murray Sabrin’s U.S. Senate
candidacy in New Jersey.

“...Murray’s dedication to, and
knowledge of, the principles of lib-
erty will make him an effective advo-
cate for freeing the people of New
Jersey — and the nation — from
excessive taxes, debt, and inflation,
as well as ending the ongoing viola-
tions of our right to free speech, prop-
erty, and privacy. Murray will also be
an outspoken Senator for peaceful
relations with other nations, and work
to ensure that our immigration poli-
cies adhere to common-sense solu-
tions like his proposal to have immi-
grants obtain sponsors so they can
assimilate and become financially
independent,” Ron Paul said.

Mr. Sabrin was Ron Paul’s 2008 New
Jersey spokesman during the 2008 Re-
publican presidential primary campaign.

Rep. Watson Coleman
Introduces Jobs Bill

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Con-
gresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman
(D-12th) has introduced The Federal

Jobs Guarantee Development Act of
2018, H.R. 6467, which would create
a pilot program within the Department
of Labor to test the impact of a federal
job guarantee in 15 high-unemploy-
ment communities across the country.

Within these test sites, any adult
resident seeking employment would
be matched with a job in an under-
staffed field, including senior- and
childcare, infrastructure, and commu-
nity revitalization, infusing resources
that will improve American communi-
ties while increasing access to jobs.

Despite the low official unemploy-
ment rate, eight million Americans
who want work cannot find jobs, while
nearly 4.7 million Americans who
want full-time work can only find
part-time jobs.

The Federal Jobs Guarantee De-
velopment Act of 2018 is a House
companion to legislation introduced
by Senator Cory Booker (D-NJ). Jobs
created through the program would
include a minimum wage phased to
$15 per hour, paid family and sick
leave, and health coverage like that
enjoyed by members of Congress.
The bill also expands the Work Op-
portunity Tax Credit to incentivize
private employers to recruit and hire
participants out of the pilot program.

Congresswoman Watson Coleman
is a co-sponsor of the Job Opportuni-
ties for All Act, which would provide
federal funding to put people to work
immediately in both the public and
the private sector.

Union County Provides
Recycling Bins to Schools

COUNTY –  Fifty-six schools
spread across nine Union County
towns will receive new recycling bins
this fall, thanks to a free distribution
program administered by Union
County and funded by the New Jersey
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection.

The nine municipalities receiving
bins for their school districts are Ber-
keley Heights, Elizabeth, Hillside,
Mountainside, New Providence,
Rahway, Roselle Park, Springfield,
and Summit.


