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LADY LIBERTY...The Westfield Leader visits the Statue of Liberty, while cousins
make a visit from Ohio to see family from Cranford.
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Mountainside Council
cent basis. Mr. Post advised that, con-
sistent with insurance industry prac-
tice, the borough does not have cov-
erage for punitive damages.

Ileana Montes, a resident who won
as a write-in candidate for borough
council in the June Democratic Pri-
mary, questioned the governing body
on the impact a punitive damage
award in the Stinner case would have
on residents’ taxes. Mr. Post ex-
plained that punitive damage awards,
particularly in employment cases,
are extremely unusual. He also as-
sured residents that the borough
would consider all appropriate alter-
native dispute resolution mecha-
nisms.

In contrast to last month’s public
meeting, where voices were raised,
all of the exchanges between resi-
dents and the council were cordial,
with the exception of one woman
who characterized the council mem-
bers as “absentee officials” who were
“reactive rather than proactive.” She
loudly accused them of abandoning
residents during this year’s severe
winter storms by failing to take ac-
tion to restore power and remove
storm debris.

In response, Gary Whyte, who re-
sides across the street from Borough
Administrator James Debbie, stated
that he had personally repeatedly

shoveled the Debbie family drive-
way because Mr. Debbie was busy
assisting residents and supporting
the borough’s storm recovery and
snow-removal efforts.

In other business, council mem-
bers voted to enter into an agreement
to sell the property known as the
Barnes Tract to the Garnico Group
LLC of Green Brook, N.J., for a
purchase price of $3.1 million. The
resolution authorizing the sale was
read in its entirety into the record by
the mayor. The resolution detailed
the results of multiple hearings over
the last three years by the Land Use
Board, the testimony and expert opin-
ions offered by planning expert John
Chadwick, and the requirements of
the borough’s Housing Element and
Fair Share Plan. The Barnes Tract is
to be developed for 32 housing units
for sale, of which six will be listed as
affordable.

In response to an inquiry from
Genevieve Copper of Knightsbridge
Road regarding a New Jersey De-
partment of Environmental Protec-
tion survey of the site, which identi-
fied a wetland area, the mayor stated
that development of the site will not
affect the wetlands and the site plans
will likely be available for public
review prior to the September 2018
meetings.

School Safety Awareness
Discussed by Cranford

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — Student safety and
wellness issues were discussed at the
Cranford Board of Education (BOE)
meeting Monday night.

Superintendent of Schools Scott
Rubin, Ed.D., told the board “we are in
the process of always refining and en-
hancing safety protocols and upgrades,
certainly for the upcoming school year.”

This past school year the Office of
Emergency Planning and Preparedness
was brought into the district to conduct
a security audit.

According to Superintendent Rubin,
several meetings with all of the safety
representatives were held to create “up-
grades and enhancements” based on
the feedback from the audit for the
upcoming school year. He said many of
the enhancements and upgrades will be
discussed and finalized at a meeting
tonight, July 26, on the implementation
of those items.

Furthermore, the safety and wellness
meeting will have a focus on which
security upgrades will be made public
and what items will be implemented
“behind the scenes” to “keep our dis-
trict safe,” according to the superinten-
dent.

Superintendent Rubin also spoke
about the new position in the district for
coordinator of culture and climate. This
position has been created in order to
provide leadership, programming and
professional development to support a
safe school environment and a positive
school culture.

The person in this role will focus on
supporting students’ social and emo-
tional learning and promote student
safety and wellness.

“We are in the process of interview-
ing for this position and we’d like to
have someone in place obviously for
the beginning of the school year,” Mr.
Rubin told the board.

Board member William Hulse, who
heads the Climate Safety Committee,
told the board the committee met July
13.

In going to the Parent-Teacher Asso-
ciation meetings during the last school
year, Mr. Hulse commented, “We lis-
tened to a lot of people, we took their

information, and now we’re implement-
ing a lot of things.”

In other board business, the BOE
accepted the resignation of board mem-
ber Catherine Sheridan. Mrs. Sheridan
served on the board for the past year
and a half.

The board thanked Mrs. Sheridan for
her countless hours of preparation in
regards to her multiple duties, her vi-
sion and leadership, her attendance and
participation at meetings, her diligence
and determination and her dedication
and service to the students of the Cran-
ford School District.

Board member Maria Loikith com-
mented, “I liked bouncing ideas off her;
she has a big heart, she has an open
mind at all times. We’re going to miss
her.”

Additionally, the board approved the
appointment of Brian Heineman as as-
sistant superintendent for curriculum
and instruction effective Monday, Au-
gust 6.

Mr. Heineman was previously the
director of curriculum and instruction
for the Bernards Township School Dis-
trict.

Kaitlyn Johnston, Christine Tattoli-
Rising, Cecilia Churms, Danielle
Weinstein, Cynthia Worrell, Kimberly
Bennett and Justin Latham were rec-
ommended and approved as new hires
in the district.

Several appointments were approved
by the board, including Barbara Carroll
as director of the University Academy,
Lisa Hayeck as coordinator of the Sci-
ence Academy and Kathleen Savage as
student advisor to the Science Acad-
emy.

Additionally, Ron Hoglund, Jennifer
Hilborn and Daphne Morrissey were
approved as University Program Advi-
sors, Anthony Rafaniello was approved
as coordinator of the Academy of the
Performing Arts, and Emily Donahue
and David Marconi were approved as
student advisors to the Academy of the
Performing Arts.

The board accepted the resignations
of Katherine Romanchik, Robert Dusak,
Alison Bielinski and Justin Bonitatis.

The next board of education meeting
will take place on Monday, August 27,
at 7:30 p.m.
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Scotch Plains Council

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LOOKING FOR BARGAINS...The Westfield Community Center holds a rum-
mage sale on Saturday on the sidewalk in front of the Community Center on West
Broad Street.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SMOOTHING OUT THE EDGES...A worker smooths out new pavement on East
Second Street in Scotch Plains. A number of roads, determined to be in the worst
condition, were resurfaced this summer.

DAY IN BERLIN...Westfield residents Josh Rinschler and Olivia Gonzalez hold
a copy of The Westfield Leader at the Brandenburg Gate in Berlin.

Board of Adjustment OKs
Sheffield Street Renovation

By ZOE RADER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Downey
General Contracting was granted
full permission to renovate the of-
fice building at Tuesday’s board of
adjustment meeting.

The applicant came before the
board for a change of tenancy from
office and warehouse use by chang-
ing from overhead door construc-
tion to a commercial building. The
office building on Sheffield Street
currently houses six different small
office tenants. However, both the
contracting company and the land-
lords want to reduce the activity to
one tenant.

Nancy Feigel of Summit has
owned the building with her hus-
band for roughly 27 years, and she
testified in front of the board for
this application. She stated that as
she and her husband get older, they
want to manage less tenants and
change the dynamic of the office
space.

With the application, the six of-
fices will be demolished and trans-
formed into one office with a ware-
house for Downey General Con-
tracting. Among the changes will be
two handicap-accessible bathrooms,
a new exit door and an overhead
door with a loading area that would

eliminate three parking spaces.
James Weill, the applicant’s ar-

chitect, stated that losing the three
parking spaces will result in 108
spaces on site, but this will not be an
issue, as only 105 spaces are re-
quired.

The contracting company, which
has been there since 2012, will pri-
marily use the space as a storage
unit for their supplies and equip-
ment. The overhead door is needed
to load equipment on to box trucks,
all of which is done by three or four
in the afternoon, Ms. Feigel testi-
fied.

The board did not express too
many concerns regarding the appli-
cation, as the changes were mostly
modest and did not increase the
footprint of the building.

The renovations were unani-
mously approved, under the condi-
tions that the catch basin be re-
paired, no equipment can be stored
outdoors and no vehicles can be
kept in the parking lot overnight.

Additionally during the meeting,
an application submitted by the
Maxwell Family Court LLC was
postponed without a further date.

The board, which is a combined
planning and zoning board, will
meet again on Tuesday, August 28,
at 7:30 p.m.

and assessed their current and future
needs related to space, desks, public
access, filing space, security,
restrooms, copier rooms and the like.
While no formal floor plans or indica-
tions of future locations were pro-
vided, Mr. Lane said it was likely that
the square footage of any new build-
ings will be slightly higher than is
found in the existing municipal build-

ing, north-side firehouse, public works
facility and rescue squad. Parking re-
quirements also will be a significant
factor in planning the new facilities.

At the start of the council’s meet-
ing, Police Chief Ted Conley an-
nounced the promotion of Jeff Briel
to the rank of captain and welcomed
Joseph Kostecki, Jr. to the depart-
ment as an officer.

Mountainside BOE
Receives Additional Aid

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The mem-
bers of the board of education agreed
to allocate additional state aid to spe-
cial education students at the board’s
meeting on Tuesday night.

The amount of state aid increased
by $150,160. The New Jersey De-
partment of Education notified the
board of the additional funding ear-
lier this month. As a result of the
increase, the district will receive a
total of $763,171 for the 2018-2019
school year. The district received
$569,584 in state aid for the 2017-
2018 school year. The members ap-
proved a resolution to use the funds to
defray the costs of out-of-district spe-
cial education placements.

Chief School Administrator (CSA)
Nancy Lubarsky advised that the dis-
trict will implement the Power School
Parent Portal this fall. The portal will
provide access to real-time informa-
tion on a student’s grades, schedules
and attendance. She urged parents to
review the letter they will receive
later this month regarding the new
system.

In addition, in response to parent’s
concerns and perceptions regarding
what they feel is a large number of half
days scheduled, the board has decided
to change the previously scheduled
half days for the first two days of
school to full days. The calendar will
be mailed to all students next week.
Due to a fire at the playground equip-
ment supplier’s warehouse, the new
playground equipment for Beechwood
Elementary School will not be installed
until the end of September.

CSA Lubarsky made a detailed pre-
sentation regarding the status of the
goals she had set for the 2017-2018
school year. The board determined
that she had met or exceeded all of the
goals, and as a result will receive a 2
percent salary increase retroactive to
July 1, 2017.

The first goal was to conduct a
critical analysis of the curriculum
using the new state learning stan-
dards. The gaps that were identified
in language arts included grammar,
vocabulary and spelling. In math, the
gaps were word problems, statistics

and probability, and scientific nota-
tion. In social studies, gaps in civics,
geography and economics were all
identified and will be resolved as part
of the review of the entire social stud-
ies curriculum, which will be con-
ducted during the upcoming school
year.

The second goal was to improve
the services offered by the guidance
department. A survey was conducted,
and based on input from various stake-
holders a decision was made to in-
clude a formal mental health and
wellness program to address issues
such as stress, anxiety and depres-
sion, including an improvement in
drug and alcohol awareness outreach.
The program, which the district will
implement, is Social Decision Mak-
ing and Problem Solving.

In order to better monitor teacher
effectiveness, CSA Lubarsky’s third
goal was to increase the administra-
tors team’s visibility through formal
and informal walk throughs and drop-
in visits. She shared sample reports
on the results of these “management
by walking around” events, which
occurred each semester.

The final goal was to improve stu-
dent math performance and maintain
language arts performance on the
statewide PARCC standardized tests.
The score for the middle-school stu-
dents increased significantly. For ex-
ample, the percentage of seventh grad-
ers’ who achieved a 4 or 5, the highest
scores increased from 69 percent to
85 percent and the percentage of
eighth graders increased 79.3 percent
to 82.7 percent. CSA Lubrasky cred-
ited the teachers and the testing team
and the district’s focus on using data
driver learning, which helps teachers
personalize each student’s learning
plan.

In other business, the board of edu-
cation approved an operation sys-
tems license for 160 Chromebook
laptops in the amount of $34,502,
agreed to a student transportation
contract with Durham School Ser-
vices for the 2018-2019 school year,
and to retain the YMCA of Westfield
to provide Before/After Care pro-
gram services for the Mountainside
School District.

Garwood Council Discusses
Hartman Park Project

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — Borough council
members on Tuesday discussed two
possible capital projects and one ex-
isting financial agreement, includ-
ing a Union County Kids Recreation
Trust Fund grant further benefiting
Hartman Park, Garwood’s financial
agreement with the Fanwood De-
partment of Public Works regarding
street sweeping, and repainting the
Center Street railroad underpass.

Councilman Marc Lazarow stated
that the recreation trust fund grant
will assist the borough in purchasing
equipment for two picnic areas with
umbrella-shaded tables. Addition-
ally, the grant money will be used to
acquire equipment to install a new
“functioning water fountain,” he said.

The existing water fountain at
Hartman Park is unusable or no
longer servicing residents, Mr.
Lazarow said. He said the project’s
estimated cost would be somewhere
in the $40,000 to $50,000 range de-
pending on a final cost quote.

The grant is structured to be
“matching,” meaning the borough is
responsible for matching whatever
amount is granted by the county,
stated Mr. Lazarow. He said the bor-
ough would have to allot between
$20,000 and $25,000 to “match” half
the payment of the total project cost.

“This grant application does not
commit us to spending the money,
but gives us the financial freedom to
make informed choices that would
have less financial impact on our
taxpayers,” said Mr. Lazarow.

Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro said
she was concerned with the Hartman
Park revitalization project’s total
cost. Ms. Cuccaro said more money
was being spent after the park was
“now brand new.”

“Now you want to spend more
money,” said Councilwoman
Cuccaro, suggesting she was
blindsided by the additional work
materializing in regards to the
Hartman Park revitalization.

Councilman Richard McCormack
said he was unsure why “shade” was
now being discussed for “the first
time.” Mr. McCormack said he had
to question the project’s timeline,
how certain aspects were prioritized
and its impact on total project cost.
The annual matching grant process
allows the borough’s recreational ex-
penditures to be subsidized incre-
mentally over several years, stated
Mr. Lazarow.

Councilman Lazarow said Union
County granted the borough $80,000
within the past year to revitalize
Hartman Park. That grant money is
being utilized to fund new equip-
ment purchases, landscaping im-
provements and the basketball
court’s restoration, stated Mr.
Lazarow. The borough received
$25,000 in grant money with no
matching clause and $55,000 in
“matching grants,” he said.

Thus far, the borough has paid or
budgeted $55,000 (separate from
grant money received) for the
Hartman Park revitalization project.
Mr. Lazarow said the grant to assist
in picnic table purchases and water

fountains would be considered a
separate project.

Councilwoman Sara Todisco said
in previous years the borough has
not applied for matching grants per-
taining to recreation expenditures.
She said the borough did not have a
vision for how the money would be
purposed.

Ms. Todisco said she agrees with
seeking additional grants because
the money now has a purpose with
the “matching” grant function re-
ducing the overall project cost for
taxpayers.

Resident Albert Del Conte said he
supports the council’s decision to
complete the Hartman Park project
through several steps or granting pro-
cesses to assist the taxpayers in get-
ting more for their tax dollars. Mr.
Del Conte said the recreation grant
process was similar to the borough’s
spending procedure with repaving
roads. He said the borough repaves
every road eventually, but does not
repave them all at once.

The borough has elected to apply
for Union County infrastructure
matching grants, then determining
how many roads would be paved in
a given budget year.

Councilman McCormack said he
was implored as a councilman “to
have the conversation” about the
borough’s agreement with
Fanwood’s Department of Public
Works and its street sweeper or street
services.

“I repeatedly hear things like ‘Rich,
when is the street sweeper coming?’,
‘Why don’t we have regular street
cleanings?’ and ‘It seems the quality
of street cleanings is not as good as
it once was,’” said Mr. McCormack,
describing residents’ concerns re-
garding provided street services.

Mr. McCormack said hearing resi-
dent concerns and comments such as
those aforementioned “upsets me not
only as a councilman, but also a
resident of this town.”

The buildings and grounds com-
mittee has discussed repainting the
Center Street railroad underpass,
stated Mr. Lazarow. He said a quote
has not been sought on final project
costs to scrape and paint the Center
Street underpass.

Preliminary discussions within the
committee have included using Russo
II development fees allotted to the
borough, stated Mr. Lazarow. The
borough will collect $100,000 in de-
velopment fees from the Russo II
project as one aspect of the financial
agreement benefiting the borough, he
said.

Mr. McCormack said he does not
support spending money before a
“check is even cashed.”

Mr. Lazarow said the suggestion
was made forward looking, not bind-
ing, and no money was being spent
or bonded until the council votes on
desired capital projects.

“The Center Street bridge is a wreck
and an embarrassment,” said Ms.
Todisco, describing the bridge’s cur-
rent condition. She said the bridge’s
current paint job dates back to 1976.

Mayor Charles Lombardo said the
bridge is structurally sound, although
graffiti has been a problem.

Courtesy of Kent Lucas
TEAM CRANFORD...Fourteen Cranford First Aid Squad cadets recently en-
tered the New Jersey State Cadet competition and Cranford teams came home
with first and third places. The event was hosted by Keyport First Aid Squad, with
teams coming from New York and Pennsylvania in addition to New Jersey.


