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Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SPFD FUNDRAISER...Scotch Plains and neighboring towns’ fire departments
hold a fundraiser for the fire department’s 150th anniversary at Stage House
restaurant in Mountainside on July 17.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SUMMER ROAD WORK...Crews were busy last week in Scotch Plains resurfac-
ing several major streets badly in need of repair, including East Second Street.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FRESH VEGGIES...Fresh vegetables were in abundance last Saturday at the crowded Farmers Market held in Scotch Plains
at 430 Park Avenue in the municipal parking lot.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SUMMER FLOWERS...Fresh flowers were in bloom last Saturday at the Farm-
ers Market in Scotch Plains, held every Saturday through November from 8 a.m.
to 2 p.m. For details, see scotchplainsfarmersmarket.com.

Disciplinary Action Filed Against
Officer; Police Chief to Retire

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Mayor Paul
N. Mirabelli and the borough council
updated residents Monday night on
the status of the Stinner versus the
Borough of Mountainside lawsuit.
The mayor and the borough’s attor-
ney, John Post, answered dozens of
residents’ questions regarding the
case. The lawsuit, which was filed in
May 2018 by five members of the
Mountainside Police Department as
well as a part-time employee, alleges
sexist, racist and homophobic con-
duct by Officers Andrew Huber and
Thomas Murphy and Police Chief
Alan Attanasio.

The mayor advised that the council
had recently received a confidential
report prepared by an independent
attorney, William Maderer, a former
Assistant United States Attorney, pres-
ently with the law firm Saiber LLC.
Based on Mr. Maderer’s report, the
borough has filed disciplinary pro-
ceedings against Officer Murphy, who
has been suspended without pay. In
addition, Chief Attanasio and Officer
Huber have submitted their retire-
ment papers to the New Jersey Divi-
sion of Pension and Benefits. Both
men were removed from the borough’s
payroll as of June 20, 2018.

According to the mayor, the deci-
sion regarding their pension request
is outside of the control of the bor-
ough council. Officer Murphy has
asked for a hearing, therefore the
council passed a resolution authoriz-
ing the retention of the law firm of
Apruzzese, McDermott, Mastro &
Murphy, which has handled police
misconduct allegations for many
years, to provide professional legal
services related to employment and
labor matters at a cost not to exceed
$90,000.

Prior to taking questions from the
public, Mayor Mirabelli directly ad-
dressed rumors in the community. In
response to concerns regarding the
impact of the media’s coverage of the
lawsuit on property values, the mayor
said he spoke to every realtor in the
area and they all advised that the real

estate market in Mountainside is ex-
tremely strong, with several homes
recently selling less than two weeks
after listing. In addition, according to
the mayor, the July 18, 2018 edition
of The New York Times real estate
section included a lengthy profile of
Mountainside, which the paper de-
scribed as a “hidden gem” with a
median asking price of $699,900. The
New York Times article did not men-
tion the lawsuit.

Mayor Mirabelli also stated that
data confirmed the lawsuit had not
impacted public safety and that Jo-
seph Santiago, a former State Police
superintendent who has been retained
to conduct a review of the police
department, would soon complete his
report and recommendations.

Liz Truman asked for clarification
regarding the estimated legal fees and
the scope of the borough’s insurance
coverage. Mr. Post explained that the
borough is not paying any of the legal
fees for the officers named as defen-
dants in the lawsuits and Mr.
Santiago’s consulting fees are
$17,500. He also explained that the
borough and its insurance carrier had
jointly agreed to retain Christine A.
Amalfe, an attorney with the law firm
of Gibbons LLC, to defend the bor-
ough in the Stinner action. Ms.
Amalfe’s fees are being shared be-
tween the insurance carrier and the
borough on a 55-percent-to-45-per-

Land-Use Boards Finish
Work Until September
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — At the plan-
ning board’s final meeting of the sum-
mer on Monday, members granted a
request for an extension of time to
formally record a deed for a three-lot
development.

Last year, the board approved an
application from Victor Beqaj to
divide a large lot located at 660
Emil Place into three lots, two of
which will be nonconforming with
regard to lot size, and then build
three new single-family homes. A
two-family house, described last
year by Mr. Beqaj’s attorney as in
very poor condition, was located at
the end of Emil Place, a street the
attorney also described as being in
bad condition.

There were several conditions in-
cluded in the board’s approval, and
at Monday’s brief meeting, plan-
ning board attorney Robert Pansulla
informed the board that those con-
ditions had been fulfilled. But the
time period for recording the

property’s deeds with county au-
thorities had expired in the mean-
time, necessitating Monday’s vote
to extend the time.

Neither the planning board nor the
zoning board of adjustment have
regular meetings set for August. The
planning board’s next meeting will
be on Wednesday, September 12,
and the zoning board meets next on
Thursday, September 6, although it
is meeting in early August solely to
finalize its approval of an applica-
tion it voted on last week.

Looking ahead to the final
months of the year, it is likely
both the planning and zoning
boards will continue to be in-
volved in the downtown redevel-
opment process.

The township council is expected to
consider changes and updates to local
zoning ordinances, including ones per-
taining specifically to the downtown
business district. The two boards are
likely to review redevelopment pro-
posals later in the year and recom-
mend any changes to those plans.

Fanwood Rec. Eyes Grant
For Playground Equipment

By LAUREN A. SILVA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — There was much
discussion at Tuesday night’s recre-
ation commission meeting about the
Union County Kids Recreation Trust
Fund Grant. The deadline for this
grant is next
month.

R e c r e -
ation Com-
mission Di-
rector Bob
Budiansky
said that,
“there is
$132,000 in
the recre-
ation trust.
The grant is
f o r
$ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0
and the
commission
would pay
half.”

Some of
the options
for use of
the grant
money in-
clude new
playground equipment, horseshoe
pits, dugouts, a picnic area and land-
scaping. The commission voted to
apply for new playground equip-
ment for Forest Road Park.

Mr. Budiansky also mentioned the
improvements to the skate park in
Forest Road Park. Within a few
weeks, the chain link fence will be
replaced with a heavier chain link
that surrounds the skate park. New
poles will be added to the fence as
well.

Mr. Budiansky mentioned to Act-
ing Chairperson Eryn Sinclair and

the recreation commission that he
received another e-mail from a resi-
dent who lives near Forest Road
Park about the noise from the skate
park. Mr. Budiansky reiterated that
the recreation commission decided
at its June meeting not to put up an

a c o u s t i c
fence. Coun-
cil liaison to
the recre-
ation com-
mission Erin
M c E l r o y -
B a r k e r
stated that,
“the sound-
b l o c k i n g
fabric is too
e x p e n s i v e
and not ef-
fective.”

M r .
Budiansky
spoke about
phase one of
the Forest
Road Master
Plan. CME
Associates,
the contrac-
tors for the

improvements, recently sent Mr.
Budiansky an updated map of the
improvements. The map is a more
simplified version of phase one. The
commission discussed the changes,
which include moving the handball
court and removing the privacy bar-
rier.

Mr. Budiansky noted the success
of the Party in the Park, which took
in $3,750, held on June 26.

More upcoming events will be dis-
cussed at the Tuesday, August 28, rec-
reation commission meeting to begin
at 7:45 p.m. at La Grande Park.

Andrew Bondarowicz Joins
Scotch Plains Twp. Council

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The town-
ship council on Tuesday voted to ap-
point Andrew Bondarowicz to the
governing body to fill out the remain-
ing five months of the term of Repub-
lican Councilman Llewellyn Jones,
who resigned his position to relocate
out of state.

Mr. Bondarowicz, an attorney who
currently is president of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Soccer Association,
also is one of the three Republican
candidates running for a four-year
term on the council this November.
His name, along with the two other
Republicans running this fall — Sonali
Dalvi and Jeff Kowalczyk — was
submitted by the township Republi-
can Party to the council for consider-

ation.
Mayor Alexander Smith said that

Mr. Bondarowicz’s background as an
attorney who also holds a master’s
degree in public policy made him
“the best person to help us” in the
second half of the year. The two other
council members present at Tuesday’s
meeting, Republican Ted Spera and
Democrat John Del Sordi, Jr., also
supported Mr. Bondarowicz’s eleva-
tion to the governing body.

Mr. Bondarowicz preserves the
Republicans’ 3-to-2 council major-
ity, which will be in play in November
when three council seats will be up
for grabs. Democratic incumbents
Rose Checchio and Mr. Del Sordi are
not seeking re-election, and Mr.
Bondarowicz’s term will conclude at
the end of this year as well.

In other personnel business, Coun-
cilman Ted Spera was named deputy
mayor for the remainder of this year,
filling the departed Mr. Jones’ role.
Additionally, Township Manager Al
Mirabella announced the promotion
of Margaret Heisey, who has served
as special projects coordinator since
November 2015, to deputy munici-
pal manager, a role he said she has
played informally for some time. He
called her “an outstanding employee”
who has provided “great counsel” to
himself, the mayor and the council.
Mayor Smith said Ms. Heisey has
been “very helpful since I walked in
the door” at the start of last year.

The mayor also said on Tuesday
that he was scheduled to testify be-
fore state legislators in Trenton on
Wednesday about affordable housing
and said he would urge lawmakers to
“assume their responsibilities and give
clear direction on how affordable
housing should go forward.” He said
the current process, directed prima-
rily by the courts, is not transparent
and costs municipalities a good deal
of money in attorneys’ fees. The mayor
said he also planned to ask state offi-
cials to provide additional funding
for schools due to what is expected to
be an influx of new students living
with their families in new affordable-
housing units.

Earlier in the meeting, the council
heard a brief presentation about a
study conducted to assess the needs
of the township’s emergency respond-
ers, the public works department and
the administrative staff at town hall as
new facilities are planned for all of
those functions. As part of the down-
town redevelopment efforts now get-
ting underway, the plan is to move the
police, fire and rescue squad func-
tions, as well as all administrative
offices, out of the business district.

Larry Lane of the Mountainside-
based Musial Group said his firm had
met with all municipal departments
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Lauren Silva for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PARK UPGRADES...Fanwood Recreation Com-
mission Director Bob Budiansky, pictured right,
announces the commission is to apply for a $100,000
grant for Forest Road Park improvements, at the
commission meeting held Tuesday. Acting Chair-
person Eryn Sinclair is pictured at left.


