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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
GROOVING TO JAZZ...Crowds gathered July 18 to hear the sounds of B-Ro and the Groove Merchants as part of the
Wesfield Sweet Sounds Downtown Jazz Festival.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
SHOPPING  FOR TOMATOES...This couple looks looks over the selections of
tomatoes at Saturday’s Westfield Farmers Market at the North Avenue Train
Station parking lot. The market runs every Saturday until October.

Courtesy of Sue Lucas
FIRST AID CADETS...Fourteen Cranford First Aid Squad cadets recently
entered the New Jersey State Cadet competition and Cranford teams came home
with first and third places. The event was hosted by Keyport First Aid Squad, with
teams coming from New York and Pennsylvania in addition to New Jersey. Please
see a story and more pictures on page 3.

Disciplinary Action Filed Against
Officer; Police Chief to Retire

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Mayor
Paul N. Mirabelli and the borough
council updated residents Monday
night on the status of the Stinner
versus the Borough of Mountain-
side lawsuit. The mayor and the
borough’s attorney, John Post, an-
swered dozens of residents’ ques-
tions regarding the case. The law-
suit, which was filed in May 2018
by five members of the Mountain-
side Police Department as well as a
part-time employee, alleges sexist,
racist and homophobic conduct by
Officers Andrew Huber and Tho-
mas Murphy and Police Chief Alan
Attanasio.

The mayor advised that the coun-

cil had recently received a confi-
dential report prepared by an inde-
pendent attorney, William Maderer,
a former Assistant United States
Attorney, presently with the law firm
Saiber LLC. Based on Mr.
Maderer’s report, the borough has
filed disciplinary proceedings
against Officer Murphy, who has
been suspended without pay. In ad-
dition, Chief Attanasio and Officer
Huber have submitted their retire-
ment papers to the New Jersey Di-
vision of Pension and Benefits. Both
men were removed from the
borough’s payroll as of June 20,
2018.

According to the mayor, the deci-
sion regarding their pension request
is outside of the control of the bor-

ough council. Officer Murphy has
asked for a hearing, therefore the
council passed a resolution autho-
rizing the retention of the law firm
of Apruzzese, McDermott, Mastro
& Murphy, which has handled po-
lice misconduct allegations for many
years, to provide professional legal
services related to employment and
labor matters at a cost not to exceed
$90,000.

Prior to taking questions from the
public, Mayor Mirabelli directly ad-
dressed rumors in the community.
In response to concerns regarding
the impact of the media’s coverage
of the lawsuit on property values,
the mayor said he spoke to every
realtor in the area and they all ad-
vised that the real estate market in
Mountainside is extremely strong,
with several homes recently selling
less than two weeks after listing. In
addition, according to the mayor,
the July 18, 2018 edition of The
New York Times real estate section
included a lengthy profile of Moun-
tainside, which the paper described
as a “hidden gem” with a median
asking price of $699,900. The New
York Times article did not mention
the lawsuit.

Mayor Mirabelli also stated that
data confirmed the lawsuit had not
impacted public safety and that Jo-
seph Santiago, a former State Po-
lice superintendent who has been
retained to conduct a review of the
police department, would soon com-
plete his report and recommenda-
tions.

Liz Truman asked for clarification
regarding the estimated legal fees and
the scope of the borough’s insurance
coverage. Mr. Post explained that the
borough is not paying any of the legal
fees for the officers named as defen-
dants in the lawsuits and Mr.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

School Safety Awareness
Discussed by Cranford

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Student safety
and wellness issues were discussed
at the Cranford Board of Education
(BOE) meeting Monday night.

Superintendent of Schools Scott
Rubin, Ed.D., told the board “we
are in the process of always refining
and enhancing safety protocols and
upgrades, certainly for the upcom-
ing school year.”

This past school year the Office
of Emergency Planning and Pre-
paredness was brought into the dis-
trict to conduct a security audit.

According to Superintendent
Rubin, several meetings with all of
the safety representatives were held
to create “upgrades and enhance-
ments” based on the feedback from
the audit for the upcoming school
year. He said many of the enhance-
ments and upgrades will be dis-
cussed and finalized at a meeting
tonight, July 26, on the implemen-
tation of those items.

Furthermore, the safety and
wellness meeting will have a focus
on which security upgrades will be

made public and what items will be
implemented “behind the scenes”
to “keep our district safe,” accord-
ing to the superintendent.

Superintendent Rubin also spoke
about the new position in the dis-
trict for coordinator of culture and
climate. This position has been cre-
ated in order to provide leadership,
programming and professional de-
velopment to support a safe school
environment and a positive school
culture.

The person in this role will focus
on supporting students’ social and
emotional learning and promote stu-
dent safety and wellness.

“We are in the process of inter-
viewing for this position and we’d
like to have someone in place obvi-
ously for the beginning of the school
year,” Mr. Rubin told the board.

Board member William Hulse,
who heads the Climate Safety Com-
mittee, told the board the commit-
tee met July 13.

In going to the Parent-Teacher
Association meetings during the last
school year, Mr. Hulse commented,

Hartz Says Construction of Apts.
Could Occur Over Seven Years

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The planning
board held its second hearing last
Wednesday on Hartz Mountain In-
dustries’ proposed development at
750 Walnut Avenue that calls for 905
rental units.

At last week’s hearing, Hartz Moun-
tain Industries’ land use and develop-
ment director and assistant general
counsel, James Rhatican, introduced
testimony from commercial real es-
tate expert James McDonough and
professional architecture testimony
from Bruce E. Englebaugh, a profes-

sional architect with Minno & Wasko
Architects and Planners.

Mr. Englebaugh stated that the pro-
posed development would total 905
units spread amongst five separate
buildings. The development’s pro-
posed construction would occur in
two separate phases. The total park-
ing spaces proposed after both con-
struction phases are completed is
1,723, stated Mr. Englebaugh.

Construction is proposed to occur
over seven years, stated Mr. Rhatican.
He said the construction decision was
made based on what is most “palat-
able” for the township.

“If (your) intention would be to
make it palatable to the town, there
would not be two phases. Is that some-
thing Hartz would consider?” ques-
tioned Mayor Thomas Hannen, Jr.

Mayor Hannen, speaking as to what
is “palatable” for the township, said
perhaps a density less than 30 units
per acre would be “palatable,” with
Hartz choosing just one construction
phase versus both phases in their en-
tirety.

Mr. Rhatican said he did not under-
stand the question, and perceived the
questions as being whether both
phases of construction could happen
simultaneously versus over seven
years.

The five buildings’ architectural
layouts were presented under the titles
Building A, Building B, Building C,
Building D and Building E. Amongst

the five buildings, the bedroom mix
would include 380 one-bedroom
market-rate units and 386 two-bed-
room market-rate units, stated Mr.
Englebaugh.

Amongst the five buildings, the
proposed affordable bedroom mix
includes 28 one-bedroom units, 82
two-bedroom units and 29 three-bed-
room units, he said.

Hartz Mountain will not develop
any three-bedroom market-rate units,
stated Mr. Englebaugh. He said, cur-
rently, three-bedroom market-rate
units are not desired or sought after
by possible tenants as much as one-
bedroom and two-bedroom units.

As per court-ordered affordable
housing rules, a specific percentage
of units must have three bedrooms,
stated Mr. Englebaugh.

He said “Phase One” would in-
clude the construction of Buildings A
and B. There would be 247 total units
(both market-rate and affordable
units) in Building A and 186 total
units in Building B.

Buildings A and B are proposed to
have 210 one-bedroom market-rate
units and 155 two-bedroom market-
rate units, stated Mr. Englebaugh.
Both buildings are proposed to have
14 one-bedroom affordable units, 40
two-bedroom affordable units and 14
three-bedroom affordable units.

Phase Two would include Build-
ings C, D and E, totaling 472 units

Kristan McAliney for The Westfield Leader
JAZZY NIGHT...The Joe Taino Group perform on the sidewalk along Central
Avenue as part of the Wesfield Sweet Sounds Downtown Jazz Festival held
Tuesday night in Westfield’s downtown.

Garwood Council Discusses
Hartman Park Project

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Borough council
members on Tuesday discussed two
possible capital projects and one ex-
isting financial agreement, includ-
ing a Union County Kids Recreation
Trust Fund grant further benefiting
Hartman Park, Garwood’s financial
agreement with the Fanwood De-
partment of Public Works regarding
street sweeping, and repainting the
Center Street railroad underpass.

Councilman Marc Lazarow stated
that the recreation trust fund grant
will assist the borough in purchasing
equipment for two picnic areas with
umbrella-shaded tables. Addition-
ally, the grant money will be used to
acquire equipment to install a new
“functioning water fountain,” he said.

The existing water fountain at
Hartman Park is unusable or no
longer servicing residents, Mr.
Lazarow said. He said the project’s
estimated cost would be somewhere
in the $40,000 to $50,000 range de-
pending on a final cost quote.

The grant is structured to be
“matching,” meaning the borough is
responsible for matching whatever
amount is granted by the county,
stated Mr. Lazarow. He said the bor-
ough would have to allot between
$20,000 and $25,000 to “match” half
the payment of the total project cost.

“This grant application does not
commit us to spending the money,
but gives us the financial freedom to
make informed choices that would
have less financial impact on our
taxpayers,” said Mr. Lazarow.

Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro said
she was concerned with the Hartman
Park revitalization project’s total
cost. Ms. Cuccaro said more money
was being spent after the park was
“now brand new.”

“Now you want to spend more

money,” said Councilwoman
Cuccaro, suggesting she was
blindsided by the additional work
materializing in regards to the
Hartman Park revitalization.

Councilman Richard McCormack
said he was unsure why “shade” was
now being discussed for “the first
time.” Mr. McCormack said he had
to question the project’s timeline,
how certain aspects were prioritized
and its impact on total project cost.
The annual matching grant process
allows the borough’s recreational ex-
penditures to be subsidized incre-
mentally over several years, stated
Mr. Lazarow.

Councilman Lazarow said Union
County granted the borough $80,000
within the past year to revitalize
Hartman Park. That grant money is
being utilized to fund new equip-
ment purchases, landscaping im-
provements and the basketball
court’s restoration, stated Mr.
Lazarow. The borough received
$25,000 in grant money with no
matching clause and $55,000 in
“matching grants,” he said.

Thus far, the borough has paid or
budgeted $55,000 (separate from
grant money received) for the
Hartman Park revitalization project.
Mr. Lazarow said the grant to assist
in picnic table purchases and water
fountains would be considered a
separate project.

Councilwoman Sara Todisco said
in previous years the borough has
not applied for matching grants per-
taining to recreation expenditures.
She said the borough did not have a
vision for how the money would be
purposed.

Ms. Todisco said she agrees with
seeking additional grants because
the money now has a purpose with
the “matching” grant function re-
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