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Cranford Library to Offer
Adult Summer Reading

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Public Library has announced that
it will conduct its ninth annual
adult summer reading program.
The program is open to Cranford
Public Library cardholders and
MURAL patrons age 18 and older.

The program will begin on Mon-
day, July 16, and run through
Wednesday, August 22. There
will be random drawings for
weekly prizes, including $25 gift
cards to Café Paris, Ciao Bello,
the Cranford Theatre, Dreyer
Farms and Tablespoon Café, as
well as two grand prizes, which
will be awarded at the end of the
program. The two grand prizes
are $75 gift certificates to the
Ambeli Greek Taverna and the

Kilkenny House Restaurant and
Pub.

Registration is not required.
Participants just turn in the titles
of books they have read or lis-
tened to. For questions about
the program, call the library’s
Reference Department at (908)
709-7272, extension no. 2102,
or send an e-mail to
library@cranfordnj.org. The li-
brary is located at 224 Walnut
Avenue.

The adult summer reading pro-
gram is sponsored by the Friends
of the Cranford Public Library.
For more information about the
Friends and what is coming up at
the library, visit the library Web
page at cranfordlibrary.org.

Local Letters to the Editor
I Would Fight With My Every Ounce

To Keep Garwood Independent
Your editorial last week on town

mergers reaches the right con-
clusion, but for the wrong rea-
sons. It is a subject which has
been “on the table” for a number
of years in New Jersey. Since
Garwood would meet the 5,000
cut for mandating mergers, it is
of particular concern to me as a
Councilwoman for the last seven
years and a Garwoodian my en-
tire life.

The basic reasons for rejec-
tion of the proposal is it doesn’t
work in some communities, in-
cluding Garwood. We already
consider, and when feasible,
engage in sharing of services
and cost-saving agreements, in-
cluding the send-receive con-
tract for high school students
you mentioned in your edito-
rial. For instance, we share con-
struction and health depart-
ments, Public Works supervi-
sion, and janitorial services.
However, we’ve also rejected
shared services when it was
determined that they did not
make sense for Garwood, like
when the Council explored and
turned down offers to share
police dispatch service in 2013.

But the other reality is that
tax savings is not a “slam dunk”
argument for consolidation. For
example, the merge of the
“Princetons” in 2012 provides
us with the opportunity to re-
flect on their experience. After
the merger, Princeton had just
two years of tax decreases be-
fore taxes rose again.

Marc Pfeiffer of the Bloustein
School of Planning and Public
Policy at Rutgers, an expert on
community affairs and local gov-
ernment services, concluded,
“There is no indication wide-
spread consol idation wil l

amount to savings. We can’t
consolidate our way to property
tax savings,” in a June 22nd
nj.com article.

There are other factors. The
reality is that people move to
small communities because they
like the feel and comfort that
exist. I’ve heard people say how
they like that they know they
will get a report about what
their teenager was up to when
they went to get pizza with
friends. They like that they know
the DPW workers, police offic-

Maybe It’s Time We
Changed Our Priorities

I recognize that in a recent
letter Steven Schoeman was try-
ing to make a statement that
America’s allies are not funding
their fair share of the free world’s
defense spending, but all it
proved to me is that the United
States is the world’s largest war-
monger. Without equal by a long
shot.

In 2017, the United States spent
$610 billion on defense spend-
ing. Thirty-five billion dollars
more than the next seven coun-
tries combined, including China,
Russia, Saudi Arabia, India,
France, United Kingdom and Ja-
pan. We spent 2.6 times more
than China, and nine times more
than Russia. The entire world
spent $1,739 billion, which means
that the United States spent 30
percent of the world’s military
budget all by itself!

Rather than saying that means
that other countries should spend
more, I think it says that we
should spend far less. How many
times over do we need to destroy
our earth? How many weapons

do we have to sell to other coun-
tries to watch them get turned
against us in war and kill our own
troops?

If we cut back our defense
spending to what China spends
annually, imagine what we could
do with $382 billion annually!
How we could improve our edu-
cation system, our road and util-
ity infrastructure, our health care
system, shore up Social Secu-
rity, improve social spending, re-
duce poverty, and improve our
quality of life. My God, could we
even reduce our taxes?

As I am sure readers know,
while the United States spends
more than any other country in
the world on our military, we
don’t even crack the top 15 coun-
tries in the world with our stan-
dard of living, the top 25 with our
life expectancy, or the top 30
with lowest infant mortality rates.

Maybe, Mr. Schoeman, it’s time
we changed our priorities.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

ers, and firefighters.
That small town flavor is the

reason many, like my family,
have chosen to stay in Garwood
generation after generation.

The economic reality is that
their elected officials are their
neighbors and do everything
possible to moderate taxes. I
heard a former Mayor in Union
County said that, “in small
towns, they count the pencils.”
After working on the last seven
municipal budgets, I can tell
you that we work through it line
by line and discuss where we
can cut anything from $50 to
thousands of dollars.

In a small community, the
power of the voter is much
higher. The idea of going face to
face with your elected officials is
very high in a small town. It has
real impact. For instance, resi-

dents at The Pointe condomini-
ums shared concerns with me
about how they were paying for
fire hydrants and lighting within
their complex, while the rest of
the town had that paid for by the
town. I brought that issue to
light and worked with my fellow
Council members to have
Garwood reimburse them for
these expenses as it was the
right and fair thing to do. Their
voices were heard and they had
real impact.

Residents vote with their pock-
etbooks, especially as to where
they want to live. Mandating
mergers based on population or
plots to limit state aid to those
that do not fall in line are not
only offensive, the lack of sav-
ings doesn’t make the case ei-
ther. I would fight any of these
measures with every ounce of
my being to keep Garwood the
independent, efficient town it is.
People love Garwood because it
is Garwood. Let’s keep it that
way.

Sara Todisco
Garwood Councilwoman

Probitas Verus Honos

Story Time Events
Set at Hanson Park

CRANFORD — The Hanson
Park Conservancy invites the
community for Story Time at
the Park on two Tuesdays, July
24 and August 7, at 10 a.m.

Attendees are asked to bring
blankets and chairs to Hanson
Park, located at 38 Springfield
Avenue, Cranford. On July 24,
participants will learn about
turtles and will even get to meet
a live turtle. The theme August
7 will be the weather and par-
ticipants will tour the rain gar-
den.

Juice and cookies will be
provided. This is a free pro-
gram and recommended for
ages 7 and under. Registra-
tion is not required. In the
event of rain, Story Time will
be cancelled for the day. For
more informat ion,  v is i t
hansonparkconservancy.com.


