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Garwood Planning Board OK’s Revised
Corner Lot Fence Ordinance, 4-3

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — At Wednesday’s
planning board meeting, the
board approved a revised cor-
ner-lot fence ordinance recom-
mendation to council. The cor-
ner-lot fence ordinance cannot
be adopted as borough code until
the borough council approves the
recommendation. The recom-
mended ordinance will allow cor-
ner-lot fences six feet in height to
be set back five feet from the
side-yard property line to a
home’s rear corner.

The recommended ordinance
states the fence must be erected
five feet from the existing side-
yard property line. If the recom-
mended ordinance is approved
by the council, a six-foot corner-
lot fence would have a seven-
foot setback from the sidewalk in
total.

Existing ordinances state that
each corner lot’s property line
begins two feet from the side-
walk or road if no sidewalk exists.
A side-yard fence’s seven-foot
setback is calculated by adding
the two-foot property line set-
back with the proposed five-foot
setback from the property line.

Board Attorney Don Fraser said
the fence ordinance setback
should be calculated from each
home’s property line.

“If you said fences should be
five feet from the property line,
that is a finite thing that every-
one can understand,” Mr. Fraser
said.

Mr. Fraser said he did not have
an opinion supporting setbacks
or opposing setbacks, but did not
want the board to establish a
code where setbacks vary street
to street based on varying fac-
tors.

“The purpose of the revision is
to expand backyard space a ho-
meowner can utilize,” said Coun-

cilwoman and planning board li-
aison Sara Todisco.

The existing ordinance states
that corner lot “side-yard fences”
or the fence running parallel to
the street can only be four feet in
height. However, under existing
ordinance a fence directly paral-
lel to a home’s rear or the rear-
yard fence can be six feet in
height.

The existing ordinance states
that properties with swimming
pools are allowed six-foot fences.

“We allow six-foot fences in
rear yards. We don’t allow them
in side yards,” said board mem-
ber Bill Nierstedt, speaking on
the current ordinance, not the
approved recommendation.

Mr. Nierstedt said he believes
the code is “fine just the way it
is.” Homeowners with pools can
“put up a six-foot fence and ex-
tend closer to the sidewalks than
others,” Mr. Nierstedt said.

“If you (planning board) don’t
think there will be many more
(corner-lot fences), then leave
the code the way it is,” Mr.
Nierstedt said.

Planning Board Chairman
Stephen Greet said he agreed
with Mr. Nierstedt’s logic of leav-
ing the land use code as is before
the revised recommendation was
approved.

Mr. Nierstedt said the code
changes were proposed by
realtors.

“Who is asking to get this done?
Realtors. They’re asking because
their clients want additional back-
yard space,” Mr. Nierstedt said.

“The whole purpose of code
(land use regulation) is protect-
ing property values,” stated Mr.
Nierstedt.

“Does anyone believe putting
six-foot fences along right-of-
ways is going to improve any of
our property values? I don’t think
so,” Mr. Nierstedt said.

CHS achieved a 77, Hillside Av-
enue School a 72, Orange Av-
enue School a 70, Bloomingdale
Avenue School a 70, Brookside
Place School a 74, Livingston
Avenue School a 73 and Walnut
Avenue School a 75. The overall
district grade was a 73.

In other business news, reap-
pointments for Business Admin-
istrator and Board Secretary Rob-
ert J. Carfagno, Human Resources
Director Paul E. Ward and Stu-
dent Services Director Kristin
Szawan were approved for the
period of July 1, 2018 through
June 30, 2019.

Erica Morreale, Kathleen Kloc,
Allison Weiss and Sara Marinelli
were recommended and ap-
proved as new hires in the dis-
trict.

Additionally, Sean Trotter was
recommended as the head coach
of varsity boys’ basketball,
Michael Ozolnieks was hired as
the head coach for varsity ice
hockey and Daniel Gargiulo was
approved as an assistant varsity
football coach with Lawrence
Emert being approved as the
freshman football coach.

The next board of education
meeting will take place on Mon-
day, July 23, at 7:30 p.m. The
board meets at Lincoln School.

Board member Kathy Villaggio
said she believes five feet is “too
much.” Ms. Villaggio said she
would have supported an ordi-
nance with a three-foot setback
from the property line.

The recommendation was ap-
proved in a 4-to-3 vote. Ms.
Villaggio and fellow board mem-
bers Stephen Napolitano and
Louis Petruzzelli voted no on the
proposed ordinance.

CHS Srs. Make Plea

NEWARK – NJ Transit announced
Thursday the completion of a more
than $4-million platform rehabili-
tation and transit arts project at
the Cranford rail station. The
project was completed ahead of
schedule and more than $2 mil-
lion under budget.

“This project is another example
of the investments we are mak-
ing to ensure safety and comfort
for our customers at our facili-
ties,” said NJ Transit Executive
Director Kevin Corbett. “We’re
especially pleased to include the
inspirational ‘Neuron Garden’ art
installation drawn by local chil-
dren to enhance the transit ex-
perience.”

The Cranford Rail Station on NJ
Transit’s Raritan Valley Line
serves approximately 1,500 cus-
tomers each weekday, and more
than 30,000 each month.

The rehabilitation, funded by
the New Jersey Transportation
Trust Fund (TTF), was awarded
by the NJ Transit Board of Direc-
tors to Anselmi and DeCicco,
Inc. of Maplewood, N.J., in No-
vember 2016. The project was
planned and executed in stages
to ensure the station was open
to serve the regular Raritan Val-

ley Line schedule.
In addition to the structural

repairs, the project included a
number of enhancements to cus-
tomer waiting areas including
new windscreens made of Arts in
transit-inspired safety glass; re-
placement of the canopy over
the windscreens, and new
benches, marketing display cases
and trash cans.

The NJ Transit Arts in Transit
Program entrusted mural artist
Ben Volta with the concept and
design of the windscreen panel
art installation. The “Neuron Gar-
den” consists of a baroque glass
artwork containing hundreds of
native flowers drawn by local
elementary and middle-school
students. The colorful composi-
tion fabricated into the glass plat-
form windscreens present a fan-
tasy garden overflowing with
natural forms.

Mr. Volta conducted workshops
with Cranford youth to create the
public artwork during the sum-
mer of 2017. In the fall of 2017,
the windscreens were installed.
Upon close inspection, the stu-
dents’ whimsical interpretation
of scientific imagery adds an ad-
ditional layer for contemplation.

Libraries Rock Bookmark
Winners Announced

CRANFORD — The Cranford Pub-
lic Library has selected the win-
ners of its first ever Bookmark
Contest. Cranford students in
grades K-6 were challenged to
submit original bookmark designs
around “Libraries Rock,” this year’s
musical Summer Reading theme.

The seven winning artists are
Lizzie Ryan, Piper Richardson,
Addison McCarthy, Molly Regan,
Sasha Paulyson, Adrianna Pizzuta
and Ryan McCarthy. Winning de-

signs were distributed in schools,
and additional copies may be
picked up in the Children’s De-
partment while supplies last.

This contest was made pos-
sible by a grant from the Union
County Freeholders.

Visit www.cranfordlibrary.org
or stop by the Children’s Depart-
ment for a full calendar of events
and  information about getting
involved with the library’s Sum-
mer Reading Program.

NJT Completes Cranford
Station Platform Rehab.


