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Zoning Board Approves
Warehouse Facility

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The board of ad-
justment on June 25 unanimously
approved applicant 40-42 Jack-
son Drive LLC to construct an
additional warehouse facility at
40 Jackson Drive.

The applicant proposed to sub-
divide the property into two par-
cels. The existing warehouse has
been vacant for a year-and-a-
half, stated the applicant’s gen-
eral counsel, Christopher Erb.
The applicant is seeking “mar-
ketability” or flexibility by subdi-
viding the lot, stated project en-
gineer Victor Vinegra.

Mr. Vinegra said the existing
warehouse was sought after by
tenants, such as Mack-Cali,
“many years ago.” However, op-
erational expenses are increas-
ing for many tenants, who are
seeking smaller facilities, stated
Mr. Vinegra.

Mr. Vinegra said companies
such as Andersen Windows are
seeking facilities offering a
“mixed-use” for both office space
and storage.

Mr. Erb said developing two
separate facilities versus “one
larger” facility affords the prop-
erty owner flexibility when sell-
ing the properties. He said the
property owner has no plans to
sell either property in the near
future.

Architect Maxine Giordano said
the proposed facility, “fits in with
the Cranford feel (aesthetically).”

“Basically, (it will be) a simple
structure. The facility will pro-
vide access from office spaces to
the warehouse portion of the fa-
cility,” Ms. Giordano said.

Resident Charles Honara said
he was concerned with the pos-
sible disruption trucks unloading
would have on the surrounding
residential community.

“People still live here. The lot
hasn’t been used in a year-and-

a-half,” Mr. Honara said.
Mr. Vinegra said the proposed

building is “one with the least
impact on the neighborhood.”

The building’s loading docks
“are as far as you can (get) from
the residential community,” Mr.
Vinegra said.

Mr. Vinegra said additional
plantings will be placed to pro-
vide perceived distance separat-
ing the building from neighbor-
ing residential dwellings. Cur-
rently, 10-foot arborvitae sepa-
rate residential homes from the
commercial property.

Mr. Vinegra said the facility will
not generate many office em-
ployees. In addition, he said the
proposed facility also reduces
total impervious coverage at the
site.

Board member David Salomon
said he has noticed Andersen
Windows companies leaving old
frames surrounding their
dumpsters at other industrial
sites and that he was concerned
for residents the same might
happen at the proposed location.

“What side are both trash con-
tainers? Will it be double-sided
with a gate?” Mr. Salomon asked.

Mr. Vinegra responded that the
trash containers will be placed in
a double-sided enclosure. He said
each container will be 20 yards in
size. The “roll-off containers” will
be routinely collected by a dis-
posal company, stated Mr.
Vinegra.

“This is an exciting project with
limited loading docks. It’s a good
proposal,” board member Jef-
frey Pistol stated.

Board member Kevin Illing said
the proposed benefits include the
vegetation buffer between the
building and the surrounding
neighborhood. Mr. Illing said the
residential neighbors not seeing
the commercial sites downsides
such as garbage are accounted
for in the project’s layout.

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — A group of Cran-
ford High School (CHS) seniors
made a plea to the board of
education at its June 25 meeting
to maintain an open campus at
CHS for the upcoming school year
for the class of 2019.

Procedure for getting class ap-
proval for open campus privilege
is a three-step process that in-
volves getting approval by the
principal, the superintendent and
the board of education.

Open campus allows seniors who
are considered to be “in good
standing” to leave campus during
a common lunch when they do
not have class. Additionally, se-
niors may arrive to school late
when they have a first block study
hall and may leave school early if
they have a sixth block study hall.
Seniors also may extend their
lunch period when a study hall
meets the block before or after.

Seniors from CHS, including
Class President Grace DiGiovanni,
made their case to the board,
explaining some of the benefits
of open campus. Students told
board members open campus
provided increased responsibil-
ity for students, helped develop
time-management skills, gave
students a glimpse of the real
world in a college-like environ-
ment, allowed them more time
for dealing with challenging
schedules and afforded students
the opportunity for stress relief
through down time.

Students also spoke of the built-
in incentive to follow the rules
and be in good standing so privi-
leges would not be taken away.

“No senior wants to be sitting in
the cafeteria by themselves,” one
senior commented.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
2018 CHS GRADUATES...These Cranford High School Class graduates cel-
ebrate at the conclusion of the June 21 commencement at Memorial Field.

CHS Principal Mark Cantagallo
said feedback from the commu-
nity and from the Cranford police
has been positive, with people
approaching Mr. Cantagallo say-
ing, “why are the students acting
so much nicer?”

If approved, this would be the
second year an open campus
privilege would be available for
seniors at CHS.

In other business, Gary Pascal
spoke on behalf of the Cranford
Fund for Educational Excellence
(CFEE), a non-profit foundation
with a mission “to foster aca-
demic excellence and promote
innovation and enhance the vi-
tality of the Cranford Public
Schools by generating additional
resources through community in-
volvement.”

In deciding the criteria for judg-
ing grant proposals the CFEE
worked with the district and cre-
ated five innovation categories
that align with Cranford’s curricu-
lar and district goals. The follow-
ing are the categories created:
Innovations for Differentiation/
Personalization, Innovations for
Technology Integration/21st Cen-
tury Skills, Innovations in Class-
room Design, Innovation Zones/
Makerspaces and Innovations to
Support School District Goals.

A total of $32,281 was awarded
in grants from the CFEE for the
2018-2019 school year.

The board discussed the School
District and School Harassment,
Intimidation and Bullying (HIB)
grades for the 2016-2017 school
year, issued by the New Jersey
Department of Education.

With a maximum score of 78,
schools were graded on program
approaches, staff training, cur-
riculum and instruction, HIB per-
sonnel, incident-reporting pro-
cedures and investigative proce-
dures.

Cranford High School Seniors Make Plea
To Board of Education for Open Campus
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