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AddamsFest Planned
For October 26 to 28

WESTFIELD—Mark your
calendars…if you dare. From Octo-
ber 26 to 28, the town will be trans-
formed by a uniquely exciting and
all-together enlightening experience:
AddamsFest. This town-wide celebra-
tion, honoring Westfield native
Charles Addams and his penchant for
the macabre, will prove to be the
destination event of the season with
family-friendly events, lectures, ex-
hibits and film screenings.

Born in 1912 and raised in
Westfield, Charles Addams was one
of the country’s premier cartoonists,
with his work prominently featured in
The New Yorker. His most successful
creation, “The Addams Family,” was
inspired by his surroundings in
Westfield. The characters that began
as illustrations grew into a television
series, a live action movie franchise,
a Broadway musical, and a highly
anticipated “Addams Family” ani-
mated movie (coming in late 2019).

What better place to honor Addams’
talent and creativity than the town
where he grew up? Stay tuned in the
coming months as the “all-together
ooky” events continue to unfold at

www.addamsfest.com.
Some festival highlights will in-

clude: family-friendly events such as
trunk-or-treating and an Addams Fam-
ily Fun Zone; lectures and exhibits
featuring Charles Addams’ work span-
ning his career at The New Yorker and
as the creator of “The Addams Fam-
ily”; screenings of the original
Addams Family movie and “The
Rocky Horror Picture Show” at
Westfield’s New Vision Rialto The-
ater; Morticia’s Masquerade Ball in
Westfield’s James Ward Mansion; and
special food and beverage events
throughout Westfield’s restaurants.

“AddamsFest will be an exciting
celebration of a great local talent and
the town that inspired his work,” said
Shelley Brindle, Mayor of Westfield.
“The festival promises to be a signa-
ture destination event that celebrates
our unique and rich history, while
delivering on our commitment to in-
crease community engagement and
support our downtown businesses.”

For more information on sponsor-
ship and volunteer opportunities for
this inaugural event, e-mail
info@addamsfest.com.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ADDAMSFEST...The Town of Westfield has announced that from October 26 to
28, the town will host an event entitled AddamsFest. This town-wide celebration
is to honor Westfield native, cartoonist Charles Addams. The house above, located
at 411 Elm Street, is thought to be Addams’ inspiration for “The Addams Family”
mansion depicted in the television series.

EFG Unveils Rock Garden
At Lincoln School

GARWOOD — The Education
Foundation of Garwood (EFG) has
unveiled a new rock garden around
the flagpole near the entrance of Lin-
coln School, located at 400 Second
Avenue. This stemmed from the
EFG’s desire to engage all students at
the kindergarten through eighth grade
school in one project.

EFG member Rachel Herz brought
the idea of having each student paint
a rock in their own unique way to her
fellow Foundation members. She was
inspired to come up with this idea by
the book “Only One You” by Linda
Kranz. Mrs. Herz shared, “I wanted
all students K-8 to come together in
a meaningful way.” She explained
how this art project promotes indi-
viduality and creativity, “while stu-
dents simultaneously brighten their
community.”

Superintendent Teresa Quigley,
Ed.D., and Principal Mary Emmons

were thanked for supporting this idea
from the very beginning. All students
painted their rock in Mrs. Rebecca
Planer’s art class after reading “Only
One You.”

Sara Todisco, EFG President, said,
“The rock garden looks beautiful and
is a wonderful example of how
through teamwork, ideas become re-
ality.” New rocks will be added annu-
ally as each new class of
kindergarteners enter Lincoln School.

The EFG is a nonprofit, tax-ex-
empt 501(c)3 organization. It was
founded in 2004 to work with the
Garwood School District “in pursuit
of educational excellence.” In addi-
tion to supporting projects like this
one, the EFG provides scholarships
for graduating eighth grade and high
school students and grants for educa-
tors. You can follow the Foundation
on Facebook at “Education Founda-
tion of Garwood.”

Led Zeppelin Tribute Band
On Tap at Echo Lake Park

COUNTY— Black Dog, The Led
Zeppelin Tribute band, is to perform
Wednesday, July 11, at 7:30 p.m. at
Echo Lake Park in Mountainside. The
concert is part of Union County’s
57th annual Summer Arts Festival
series of free outdoor concerts spon-
sored by the Freeholder Board.

Attendees are also invited to bring
a mat or beach towel and join in a free
Union County Get Fit Yoga program
beginning at 6:30 p.m.

The Union County Summer Arts
Festival series with Get Fit Yoga con-
tinues at Echo Lake Park on Wednes-
day nights in July. On July 18, 5

Against 1, a tribute to Pearl Jam, and
on July 25, The Vinny’s / Katfish
Lucy will perform.

In August, the series moves to Oak
Ridge Park in Clark. On August 1,
JoBonanno & the Godsons of Soul;
August 8, American Rapture; Au-
gust 15, Brother John Brown (The
Woodstock Era), and August 22,
Dead On Live (The Grateful Dead
Experience).

For more details on the Summer
Arts series, the Family Flix free out-
door movie series, and more summer
activities in Union County Parks, visit
ucnj.org/parks-activities.

ROCKIN’ IT...The Education Foundation of Garwood (EFG) has unveiled a new
rock garden around the flagpole near the entrance of Lincoln School in Garwood.
Pictured, from left to right, are: EFG President Sara Todisco, Principal Mary
Emmons, EFG Member Jen Blumenstock, Superintendent Teresa Quigley, Ed.D.,
EFG members Rachel Herz and Sean Benoit, and, pictured, second row, are: some
EFG members' children.
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Ocean’s 8
What’s Bad for the Gander is Bad for the Goose

2 popcorns

By Michael S. Goldberger
film critic

Watching director Gary Ross’s
Ocean’s 8, starring Sandra Bullock in
a feminine spinoff of the Ocean’s 11
(1960) franchise, I couldn’t help but
get cynically philosophical. Did I
somewhere along the way of review-
ing movies fall into a Rip Van Winkle-
like sleep, only to awake and find that
stealing obscene amounts of valu-
ables was now not only O.K., but
lauded?

Of course, there is a sliding scale of
acceptability, with Robin Hood earn-
ing a 10. Shh! While a bit out of favor
lately, he gave to the poor, unafraid
that it would weaken them while
cramping Prince John’s princely style
of living. Other favored brigands in
real life and literature are forgiven
their illegal ways in the name of po-
etic justice and sometimes, as in the
case of Butch Cassidy and the
Sundance Kid (1969), because they
are so cool. Still, even such exonera-
tion is not without its inevitable come-
uppance.

 With these parameters for pardons
of the motion picture variety long in
place, I scoured my brain to find what
great accomplishment or rationale
gives Ms. Bullock’s Debbie Ocean
and her seven accomplices the right
to heist a $150 million necklace at the
Met Gala. OK…I know it’s the insur-
ance company that will pay for their
pilferage. But while I must allow that
being put in touch with all sorts of
interesting, would-be helpful folks
from distant lands when attempting
to gain information from insurers via
telephone has its challenges, I seek
no vicarious revenge.   

 Furthermore, while claiming nei-
ther the couturier smarts of Blackwell
nor the character judgement of F.
Scott Fitzgerald, I’m wondering why
I should care in the least about Ms.
Ocean. Because she’s stylish? Be-
cause she quips caustically if not wit-
tily? Granted, she was double-crossed
by a lover and subsequently sent to
prison. And giving away a bit of her
complex, minutiae-filled gambit, a
piece of it has to do with having no
fury like a grifter scorned. But again,
pardon my Van Winkle absence: Do
two wrongs now make a right?

 Save for perhaps a few other cul-
tural criticisms that may comprise my
closing thoughts, this ends the righ-
teous indignation component of the
review. Otherwise, the structure of
the film director Ross penned with
Olivia Milch is typical of the genre.
Ms. Bullock’s mastermind, upon her
release from prison, recalls the assur-
ances given by the wolf in a cartoon
version of “Little Red Riding Hood”:
“I’ll go straight…straight to
Grandma’s house.” Here, Debbie im-
mediately begins putting together a
crew, starting with her old gal pal
Lou, played by Cate Blanchett.

 While I won’t tell you whether the
all-female gang succeeds in its grand
larceny, it behooves to sadly note that
Ms. Blanchett as the number two

brains behind the operation is robbed
of any opportunity to display her
thespic chops. Filling one of several
compartments of specialty each lady
brings to the job, her part is bereft of
any allure, curiosity or élan. It’s one
thing when a mediocre actress is
saddled with a poorly imagined char-
acter. But it’s as jarring as fingernails
scratching a blackboard when some-
one of Ms. Blanchett’s caliber is thus
slighted.

 All of which brings me to that part
of the review where I must tread on
perilous ground: The Feminist Issue.
Having lost Gloria Steinem’s phone
number, who I would have much pre-
ferred to chime in on this matter, I
tread stealthily in my scrutiny. The
point is, if at McDonald’s with little
Britney, Taylor or Isabella for après
theater fries and discussion after im-
bibing Ocean’s 8, I’d have to burst the
bubble of ebullience just a bit. I would
note that whereas Wonder Woman
(2017) provided inspiring role mod-
els, this is essentially the anti-“Won-
der Woman.”

 The contention, no matter how
glitzily etched, that Ms. Ocean et al
can be as criminal as any group of
men, is, in the war between the sexes,
a pyrrhic victory at best. Ordering a
second round of fries against my bet-
ter judgement, I would then solemnly
assure: “Yes, Olivia, you have the
ability to con, cheat, steal and em-
bezzle as well as any man…but please,
don’t! Remember, it’s not nice.” Of
course, the concerned parent then
hopes to hear, “Oh, Dad, I know all
that…it’s just make believe.” Cel-
ebrating this heartening news, I an-
nounce, “McFlurries all around.”

 Perhaps, if there weren’t a crisis of
honesty awash in the land, and some
folks, for the sake of convenience,
weren’t being so easily persuaded
that wrong is right, there’d be less
sanctimony in my words. But a line
has been crossed. Fiction has been,
since time immemorial, a secret path
to the truth, a bastion where good
flourishes over evil. Hence, by glam-
orizing bad behavior in the name of
equality, Ocean’s 8 abrogates art’s
sacred mission and earns my deep
six.

***
Ocean’s 8, rated PG-13, is a Warner

Bros. release directed by Gary Ross
and stars Sandra Bullock, Cate
Blanchett and Helena Bonham Carter.
Running time: 110 minutes

History’s Alive
Children’s Program

CRANFORD -- On Wednesday,
July 11, from 7 to 8 p.m. a children’s
event,  History's Alive: Myths,
Fables, and Tall Tales, will be pre-
sented at the Cranford Community
Center, Room 200.

Professional actor Patrick Garner
will present a mix of Aesop's Fables,
American Tall Tales, and the best of
classical Greek Myths.

This free program is sponsored by
the Friends of the Library. Tickets
are available in the Children's De-
partment at the Cranford Public Li-
brary up to two weeks before the
performance.

The libray is located at 224 Wal-
nut Avenue, next door to the Com-
munity Center.

Culture Crawl Dance
Show This Weekend
RAHWAY — Choreographer,

dancer and producer Nikola Palivoda
is partnering with the Rahway Arts
and Business Partnership to create a
platform for dancers of all genres to
showcase their pieces and show some
of the beautiful diversity in the greater
Rahway area. This weekend, at the
Union County’s Performing Arts
Center’s (UCPAC) Hamilton Stage,
experience a variety of dance styles
during the Culture Crawl Summer
Dance Concert.

Ensemble dancers will perform
modern and contemporary pieces cre-
ated by guest choreographers. Fea-
tured dance groups will present a
variety of styles including acro,
bellydance, Bollywood, Broadway
dance, hip hop, tap and step. En-
semble pieces will be presented in
each performance, while the featured
groups change based on the show. A
panel discussion will follow Sunday’s
show.

Showtimes are Friday at 7 p.m.,
Saturday at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m., and
Sunday at 2 p.m. Tickets are avail-
able at ucpac.org for $18, or at the
door for $20.

UCPAC’s Hamilton Stage for the
Performing Arts is located at 360
Hamilton Street in Rahway.

Libraries Rock Bookmark
Winners Announced

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Public Library has selected the win-
ners of its first ever Bookmark Con-
test. Cranford students in grades K-6
were challenged to submit original
bookmark designs around “Libraries
Rock,” this year’s musical Summer
Reading theme.

The seven winning artists are Lizzie
Ryan, Piper Richardson, Addison
McCarthy, Molly Regan, Sasha
Paulyson, Adrianna Pizzuta and Ryan

McCarthy. Winning designs were dis-
tributed in schools, and additional cop-
ies may be picked up in the Children’s
Department while supplies last.

This contest was made possible by
a grant from the Union County Free-
holders.

Visit www.cranfordlibrary.org or
stop by the Children’s Department for
a full calendar of events and  informa-
tion about getting involved with the
library’s Summer Reading Program.

LIBRARIES ROCK...Addison McCarthy, Molly Regan, Adrianna Pizzuta and
Ryan McCarthy, whose bookmarks are shown from left to right, were four of the
seven local children who were chosen as the winners of the Cranford Public
Library “Libraries Rock” bookmark contest.

Beatles Cover Band
Plays Fanwood Library

FANWOOD — On Monday, July 9,
at 7 p.m., singer-songwriters Amiri and
Rahiem Taylor of Blac Rabbit will per-
form at the Fanwood Memorial Li-
brary.  Don’t miss this duo that The New
York Times called, “maybe the best
Beatles cover band ever.”

Born and raised in Bedford-
Stuyvesant, Brooklyn, identical twin
brothers Amiri and Rahiem Taylor
grew up listening to everything from
hip hop and pop to funk and soul
music from the ’60s, ’70s and ’80s.
When they began writing their own
songs in high school, they decided
“why not learn from arguably the
greatest song writing duo of all
time?” and taught themselves how to
play guitar and write songs while
listening to the Beatles. After high
school they formed Blac Rabbit, add-

ing drummer Patrick Jones and bass-
ist Josh Lugo on bass to join them on
their original psychedelic rock tunes.

To earn pocket money, Rahiem and
Amiri began performing music on the
New York City subway. They soon
discovered that people really enjoyed
hearing them sing Beatles songs, so
they kept at it, slowly building a reputa-
tion — even appearing on “The Ellen
Show”— while also performing their
original material at some of New York’s
best venues for up-and-coming acts.

The brothers’ performance is part of
the Fanwood Library’s Summer Read-
ing Club, which is sponsored by the
Friends of the Fanwood Library.

To find out more, call the library at
(908) 322-6400 or visit the events page
at fanwoodlibrary.org. The library is
located at 5 Forest Road.


