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OFF TO SERVE...Seventy teens and more than a dozen adult volunteers are given
a blessing at The Presbyterian Church in Westfield in early June. Under the
direction of youth minister the Reverend Amanda H. Joria, the group leaves in
early July to help rebuild houses in flood damaged areas in Texas. They will stay
in local churches while doing manual labor for senior citizens.

Troop 77 Eagle Projects
Benefit Bernice’s Place

WESTFIELD — Four Boy Scouts
from Troop 77 in Westfield who re-
cently achieved the rank of Eagle
Scout chose Bernice’s Place as the
recipient organization of their Eagle
Scout projects. Bernice’s Place is part
of the Elizabeth Coalition to House
the Homeless and is an after-school
and summer program for elementary-
school-age children who are home-
less or at-risk, offering a safe and
supportive place to learn and play.

All of these Scouts chose Bernice’s
Place because they have been volun-
teering there since middle school and
wanted to help the kids. The four
young men are 2018 Westfield High
School graduates.

Kyle Huber realized that the out-
door area of Bernice’s Place could
use some cleaning up. For his Eagle
Scout project, he installed a new pic-
nic table and benches and revitalized
the yard and garden area. Enlisting
the help of the children, he planted
the garden with vegetables. Through-
out the summer and early fall, the
children were able to enjoy and take
home fresh vegetables.

“When I saw how much the fresh
vegetables and the garden meant to
the kids and their families last sum-
mer, my family and I decided to re-
plant the garden this spring,” said
Kyle, who will attend Purdue Univer-
sity in the fall.

Noah Ensslin designed and built a
science cart for his Eagle Scout
project. He filled the cart with age-
appropriate science experiments that
included all materials and instruc-
tions so anyone can run the program.

According to Noah, “The science
program shows the children that sci-
ence can be fun, and it also lets them
see that they can learn on their own if
they put their minds to it. I realized
that I am able to use my own passions
and talents to make an impact on the
lives of others, and I am confident
that my project will allow other youth
leaders to realize they can, too.” Noah
will attend Stevens Institute of Tech-
nology this fall.

Joseph Ensslin used his passion for
and enjoyment of music to create a
music program for his Eagle Scout
project. He collected over 12 musical
instruments as well as numerous mu-
sic stands. He put together a large
cabinet for storage of the instruments
and materials for the program. Joseph
raised more than $1,700 to repair in-
struments, purchase lesson books and
materials, and was able to allocate
money to keep the instruments in good
working order. As part of his project,
Joe formed a club at Westfield High

School, “Music for Bernice’s Place,”
where the members go to teach lessons
a couple of times a month.

“Music is such an important part of
my life,” said Joe. “I wanted to provide
that opportunity for these kids who
otherwise may never have the oppor-
tunities with music that I had. It was
important to me that my Eagle Scout
project was something that would con-
tinue past my time, and that’s what this
program will do.” Joe will attend the
University of Pittsburgh in the fall.

Sean Melone saw the need to orga-
nize the kitchen area in Bernice’s
Place, where many donations were
haphazardly stored. For his Eagle
Scout project, he built wooden shelv-
ing, moved items into plastic bins for
storage and labeled everything. His
project increased the overall storage
space while making the area more
functional. Sean will attend Stevens
Institute of Technology this fall.

Kyle is the son of Steve and Joyce
Huber, Joe and Noah are the sons of
Ed and Liz Ensslin, and Sean is the
son of Nicholas and Christine Melone.

Only 4 percent of Boy Scouts are
granted the rank of Eagle Scout after a
lengthy review process. Eagle is the
highest rank attainable for a Boy Scout.
The requirements take years to fulfill.
Troop 77, out of St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church in Westfield, has 101 Scouts
who have achieved the rank of Eagle
Scout. For information about Troop
77, contact Scoutmaster Donald Pizzi
at donaldmpizzi@gmail.com.

QUARTET OF EAGLES...Four members of Westfield’s Boy Scout Troop 77
chose Bernice’s Place for their respective Eagle Scout projects. Bernice’s Place
serves homeless and at-risk youth. Pictured, from left to right, are: Sean Melone,
Joe Ensslin, Carina Grajales, director of Bernice’s Place; Kyle Huber and Noah
Ensslin. The new Eagles are all 2018 Westfield High School graduates.

Lavy House Posts Programs
Taking Place During July

WESTFIELD — The dates and
topics have been announced for two
upcoming events at the Lavy House.
“Too Much Stuff: Dealing With
Clutter” will be the featured pro-
gram for senior citizens on Tues-
day, July 10, at 11:30 a.m., at the
Senior Resource Center at the Lavy
House, located at 748 East Broad
Street, Westfield. Laverne S. Will-
iams, director of the PEWS (Pro-
moting Wellness and Spirituality)
Program of the Mental Health As-
sociation of New Jersey, will be the
presenter.

Clutter can clog the smooth work-
ings of any home, imposing heavy
cost on the people living there.
Things get easily lost in the piles,
and safety becomes an issue. At-
tendees will receive advice on how
to clear clutter. A light lunch will be
served and kosher dietary laws ob-
served. Registration is recom-
mended if planning to attend. Inter-
ested persons are asked to e-mail
info@jfscentralnj.org or to call
(908) 352-8375.

The Memory Café at the Lavy
House will take place on Tuesday,
July 24, from noon to 2 p.m. Avail-
able free of charge, this program pro-
vides an opportunity for individuals
with early to moderate Alzheimer’s
Disease/Dementia and their care part-
ners to enjoy lunch, social activities
and entertainment in a casual setting.
A light lunch will be served and ko-
sher dietary laws observed. Registra-
tion is required and may be done by
calling Naomi Kreutzer at (908) 352-
8375. Space is limited.

The Senior Resource Center at the
Lavy House is a joint venture be-
tween Jewish Family Service of Cen-
tral New Jersey, Temple Emanu-El
of Westfield and The Westfield
United Fund. Through a grant from
the Jewish Community Foundation
of Greater MetroWest NJ, Jewish
Family Service of Central New Jer-
sey provides programming and the
services of Naomi Kreutzer, a Li-
censed Clinical Social Worker, each
Tuesday. Programs are free of charge
and open to the entire community.

Cranford Library to Offer
Adult Summer Reading

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Public Library has announced that it
will conduct its ninth annual adult
summer reading program. The pro-
gram is open to Cranford Public Li-
brary cardholders and MURAL pa-
trons age 18 and older.

The program will begin on Mon-
day, July 16, and run through Wednes-
day, August 22. There will be random
drawings for weekly prizes, includ-
ing $25 gift cards to Café Paris, Ciao
Bello, the Cranford Theatre, Dreyer
Farms and Tablespoon Café, as well
as two grand prizes, which will be
awarded at the end of the program.
The two grand prizes are $75 gift
certificates to the Ambeli Greek

Taverna and the Kilkenny House
Restaurant and Pub.

Registration is not required. Par-
ticipants just turn in the titles of
books they have read or listened to.
For questions about the program,
call the library’s Reference Depart-
ment at (908) 709-7272, extension
no. 2102, or send an e-mail to
library@cranfordnj.org. The library
is located at 224 Walnut Avenue.

The adult summer reading program
is sponsored by the Friends of the
Cranford Public Library. For more
information about the Friends and
what is coming up at the library, visit
the library Web page at
cranfordlibrary.org.

Remodeling your home can
increase its value. Protect it
by taking a new look at your
homeowners insurance policy.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Renovate your
homeowners
policy.

Great insurance. Low rates.

0901136.1 State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ  07090
Bus: 908-233-9100

christine@christinecosenza.net

This is your new home
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Owen Brand

Mortgage Development Officer

Phone - 908.789.2730

Cell - 908.337.7282

Email - owen.brand@santander.us

NMLS # 222999
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and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
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ESL Teacher to Visit
Old Guard Tuesday

SUMMIT AREA — The speaker
at the Summit Old Guard’s Tues-
day, July 10 meeting will be John
Millspaugh.

Since his retirement from Bell Labs
and Telecordia in 2008, Mr.
Millspaugh has traveled widely in
Asia, Africa and South America teach-
ing English as a second language,
very often in poor communities. He
currently volunteers his time teach-
ing ESL at the Connection in Summit.

His first trip to Asia was financed
by the Army. After three years in the
Army, one of which was in Vietnam,

he attended Ball State University
and received a Bachelor of Science
degree in Psychology. He then at-
tended Iowa State University, where
he earned his Master of Science and
Ph.D. in experimental psychology.

Mr. Millspaugh will talk about
the rewarding experiences of his
travels plus some of the pitfalls
involved.

The Summit Old Guard meets at
10 a.m. every Tuesday in the New
Providence Borough Council
Chambers, located at 360 Elkwood
Avenue, New Providence.

‘OUTSTANDING AMBASSADOR’...John Cronin, center, accepts the Golden
Volunteer Award from Mark Elsasser, Westfield Area YMCA chief executive
officer, and Darielle Walsh, Westfield Area YMCA board secretary and past
chairwoman.

John Cronin Receives Y’s
Golden Volunteer Award

WESTFIELD — During its an-
nual meeting at the James Ward
Mansion in Westfield on June 14,
the Westfield Area YMCA awarded
its highest honor — the Golden
Volunteer Award — to John Cronin
for his  dedicated service,
volunteerism and leadership.

The Golden Volunteer Award was
initiated in 1973 at the 50th anni-
versary of the Westfield Area Y to
honor individuals for outstanding
service to the community and the
Y. It is presented annually to a
board member or volunteer who
has demonstrated exceptional dedi-
cation, involvement and service to
the Westfield Area Y and its four
core values of respect, responsi-
bility, honesty and caring.

Mr. Cronin is a long-time Y mem-
ber and became a member of the
board of directors in 2012. He is
the current  chairman of the
Westfield Area Y Board of Direc-

tors, the Executive Committee and
the Presidents Council. He has par-
ticipated on numerous committees,
served as chairman of the Physical
Programs Committee and espe-
cially enjoys his involvement on
the Annual Golf Outing Commit-
tee.

He also remains involved in the
Westfield community, supporting
many local organizations, espe-
cially the Westfield Flag football
program, where he serves as league
commissioner.

“John is an outstanding ambas-
sador in promoting the Y mission
to the community and is extremely
deserving of this award,” the
Westfield Area YMCA stated in
announcing this year’s Golden Vol-
unteer Award.

The Westfield Area YMCA is
dedicated to the goals of youth
development, healthy living and
social responsibility.

ALL WINNERS...The Tamaques Elementary School PTO held its first “Raise the
Roof” Teachers’ Volleyball Game May 17 to support the Westfield Neighborhood
Council (WNC), a nonprofit community center that provides free and low-cost
programming to families, children and seniors. Tamaques donated $4,000, the
proceeds of which will help fund building repairs at the WNC, located at 127
Cacciola Place. WNC President Ahisha Quallis expressed appreciation to the PTO
and Tamaques Principal David Duelks. Kristin Williams, who coordinated the
event for the PTO, noted the game also offered a learning opportunity for students.

Mario Kart Tourney
Open to Grades 5-12
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch

Plains Public Library invites local
youth to the Mario Kart Tournament
being held at the library on Monday,
July 16, at 3 p.m. Twelve drivers will
compete to win the grand prize.

This will be a single elimination-
style bracket and the top three places
will win a prize. Registration is re-
quired and will begin on Monday,
July 9, at 11 a.m. This program is for
patrons in grades 5 to 12 only.

For more information or to regis-
ter, call (908) 322-5007, extension
no. 204; e-mail library@scotlib.org,
go to scotlib.org or stop by the Refer-
ence Desk.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue in the center
of the township.

www.goleader.com


