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We Need to Support Our Veterans
Facing Challenges in Civilian Life

Letters to the EditorCOMMENTARY

This time of year our nation is
particularly strong in patriotic sen-
timent, inspired by Memorial Day,
the D-Day anniversary, Flag Day
and the Fourth of July, and re-
newed just a few months later
during 9/11 and Veterans Day
commemorations.

We observe these dates either
with celebratory displays or sol-
emn ceremonies, lauding
America’s defenders of freedom
and democracy and mourning the
fallen. Yet our patriotism compels
us to fulfill another obligation as
well — to those veterans for
whom, sadly, the battles are still
far from over.

In a recent article published in
the New York Post, Rena Nessler,
a United States Navy veteran and
commander of the American Le-
gion Department of New York,
cited some sobering statistics re-
garding American veterans nation-
wide.

Commander Nessler noted that,
according to the U.S. Department
of Veterans Affairs, 11 to 20 per-
cent of veterans from Operations
Iraqi Freedom and Enduring Free-
dom are living with PTSD (Post-
Traumatic Stress Disorder), and
some 30 percent of our country’s
Vietnam veterans have experi-
enced it.

Furthermore, Commander
Nessler noted that the U.S. De-
partment of Housing and Urban
Development estimated that
“more than 40,000 veterans were
homeless on any given night” in
2017. Every American should find
this absolutely unacceptable.

Our communities have an im-
pressive track record of being there
for our military heroes — both
those on active duty and those
who have completed their service
to their country. Local American
Legion and VFW chapters, to-
gether with the Westfield-based
Bonds of Courage organization
(bondsofcourage.org), provide

support and services to troops,
veterans and their families. Like-
wise, Youth and Family Counsel-
ing Service of Westfield
(yfcsnj.org) offers free mental-
health services to area veterans
through its Bravest First program.

We encourage all residents in
our readership area and beyond to
make any veterans who are in
need aware of these vital re-
sources. These organizations can
provide lifelines to former mili-
tary personnel struggling to find
their footing following discharge.
To veterans themselves we say,
please reach out if you need assis-
tance. You were there for your
fellow Americans; let us be there
for you.

We also call on our elected rep-
resentatives to initiate and cham-
pion legislation that will benefit
our veterans and their loved ones,
including accessibility to hous-
ing, health care, education and
employment opportunities. These
are among the hallmarks of a free
society that generations of Ameri-
cans sacrificed so much to ensure
for all of us. We must, individu-
ally and as a nation, do all we can
now to give back.

New Jersey Budget Will Have
Serious Impact for New Jerseyans

COMMENTARY

New Jersey state parks and
beaches will be open this week
per the 11th-hour agreement
reached between Democratic
Governor Phil Murphy and the
Democratically-controlled State
Legislature. New Jersey has only
had two shutdowns in its history,
in 2006 and 2017. And now for
the bad news.

The budget approved by state
lawmakers and signed Sunday
night by Governor Murphy will
have serious consequences for
many New Jerseyans. The budget
raises some $1.7 billion in new
taxes on everything from UBER
to Airbnb as part of a nearly $37.4-
billion spending plan. The Gov-
ernor agreed to a millionaire’s tax
of 11.5 percent (technically a 2.5-
percent surcharge over the cur-
rent 9-percent tax rate on high-
income earners) for income over
$5 million. He had wanted to start
it at $1 million. Mr. Murphy also
agreed to keep the sales tax at 6.6
percent instead of raising it back
to 7 percent as he had proposed.
But how long will it take before
the Governor and Legislature raise
the sales tax?

As per a proposal by Senate
President Stephen Sweeney (D-
3rd, Gloucester), short-term hous-
ing rentals will be subject to the
sales tax when rooms are rented
through sites like Airbnb.

A surtax also will be placed on
corporations on revenues over $1
million of 11.5 percent, rising to
13 percent on revenues over $25
million, and the Realty Transfer
Fee on properties sold for $1 mil-
lion or more will be doubled to 2
percent. Democratic lawmakers
also are counting on $49 million
in tax revenue from recreational
marijuana sales while the legisla-
tion to legalize pot has yet to be
approved.

The revenue generated from
both the millionaire’s tax and from
corporation revenues over $1 mil-

lion is to be the funding source for
a $348-million increase in school
funding. Projected numbers show
Westfield getting $578,924 more
for a total of $3.8 million, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood garnering
$396,059 more for a total of $3.6
million and Cranford getting an-
other $187,301 to up its aid to
$2.6 million. The biggest jump,
though, is the Union County Vo-
cational-Technical Schools,
which will see a 47.6-percent in-
crease in aid from $6.4 to $9.4
million.

The majority party needs to
understand that it’s not just about
raising revenues, it’s all about
capping and even reducing spend-
ing. New Jersey is quickly be-
coming unaffordable.

Maybe we should start taxing
politicians. Maybe taxing cam-
paign contributions as “revenue”
would raise millions of dollars.
Seriously, the Governor and our
state lawmakers need to stop com-
ing up with new ways to spend
other people’s money. And why
were we even discussing bring-
ing back the estate tax? Every-
thing in an estate is already taxed
at least once and then again if it is
inherited. New Jersey was one of
the few states to have both estate
and inheritance taxes.

It is our hope that this budget
does not lead to an even greater
percentage of state residents and
businesses moving to less expen-
sive states. But who could blame
them?

Our Teacher Motivated
Us To Thinking Skills
As a former full-time matriculated

student and a young teaching assistant
and part-time entry-level McKay Li-
brary staffer from 1979 through 1981
at Union County College, Cranford
campus, I’m glad that one of my En-
glish and Literature professors was Pro-
fessor George Zirnite.

George was like a surrogate father to
us young students. He knew we were
intelligent, and he motivated us to ap-
ply ourselves and to use critical think-
ing skills. I’m blessed to have known
Professor Zirnite, a very intelligent and
fair-minded man who ran his class-
room as harmoniously as a good man-
ager motivates a staff of employees.

I miss George and his great teaching
and I’m glad I’m a babyboomer who
grew up in Cranford.

Martha McLoughlin
Lakewood
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I Would Fight With My Every Ounce
To Keep Garwood Independent

Your editorial last week on town merg-
ers reaches the right conclusion, but for
the wrong reasons. It is a subject which
has been “on the table” for a number of
years in New Jersey. Since Garwood
would meet the 5,000 cut for mandating
mergers, it is of particular concern to me
as a Councilwoman for the last seven
years and a Garwoodian my entire life.

The basic reasons for rejection of the
proposal is it doesn’t work in some com-
munities, including Garwood. We already
consider, and when feasible, engage in
sharing of services and cost-saving agree-
ments, including the send-receive con-
tract for high school students you men-
tioned in your editorial. For instance, we
share construction and health depart-
ments, Public Works supervision, and
janitorial services. However, we’ve also
rejected shared services when it was de-
termined that they did not make sense for
Garwood, like when the Council explored
and turned down offers to share police
dispatch service in 2013.

But the other reality is that tax savings
is not a “slam dunk” argument for con-
solidation. For example, the merge of the
“Princetons” in 2012 provides us with
the opportunity to reflect on their experi-
ence. After the merger, Princeton had just
two years of tax decreases before taxes
rose again.

Marc Pfeiffer of the Bloustein School
of Planning and Public Policy at Rutgers,
an expert on community affairs and local
government services, concluded, “There
is no indication widespread consolida-
tion will amount to savings. We can’t
consolidate our way to property tax sav-
ings,” in a June 22nd nj.com article.

There are other factors. The reality is
that people move to small communities
because they like the feel and comfort
that exist. I’ve heard people say how they
like that they know they will get a report

about what their teenager was up to when
they went to get pizza with friends. They
like that they know the DPW workers,
police officers, and firefighters.

That small town flavor is the reason
many, like my family, have chosen to stay
in Garwood generation after generation.

The economic reality is that their elected
officials are their neighbors and do every-
thing possible to moderate taxes. I heard
a former Mayor in Union County said
that, “in small towns, they count the pen-
cils.” After working on the last seven
municipal budgets, I can tell you that we
work through it line by line and discuss
where we can cut anything from $50 to
thousands of dollars.

In a small community, the power of the
voter is much higher. The idea of going
face to face with your elected officials is
very high in a small town. It has real
impact. For instance, residents at The
Pointe condominiums shared concerns
with me about how they were paying for
fire hydrants and lighting within their
complex, while the rest of the town had
that paid for by the town. I brought that
issue to light and worked with my fellow
Council members to have Garwood reim-
burse them for these expenses as it was
the right and fair thing to do. Their voices
were heard and they had real impact.

Residents vote with their pocketbooks,
especially as to where they want to live.
Mandating mergers based on population
or plots to limit state aid to those that do
not fall in line are not only offensive, the
lack of savings doesn’t make the case
either. I would fight any of these mea-
sures with every ounce of my being to
keep Garwood the independent, efficient
town it is. People love Garwood because
it is Garwood. Let’s keep it that way.

Sara Todisco
Garwood Councilwoman

The U.S. Is Quite Miserly When
It Comes To Foreign Aid

Your [Letter to the Editor], “The United
States Does Not Need Fair Weather
Friends” is so distorted and inaccurate it
hardly deserves a response but for the fact
that [the letter] have [has] insulted many
great countries. On the NATO expendi-
ture, no one is forcing the U.S. to spend
so much, in fact the 2 percent figure is
actually a non binding target. Anyway
isn’t “NATO Obsolete?”

Your [the letters’] comments RE: world
wars and American largess are downright
insulting – yes American intervention
helped end both wars but not before tens
of millions of lives had been lost and
cities razed.

The Marshall plan was mainly loans,
which participants have in large paid
back. The money lent also helped create
a market for U.S. exports. The U.S.’

Friends around the world allow Ameri-
can military bases, forces and nuclear
weapons to be stationed in their countries
often to the chagrin of the local popula-
tion.

I’m not quite sure why the U.S. now
needs the world to come to America’s aid
but rest assured, like every other time
allies have been asked, your allies will be
there.

Finally, the U.S. is actually quite mi-
serly when it comes to foreign aid at
around 20th (as percent of GNI) maybe
the U.S.’ allies see lifting people out of
poverty as a better way to stop conflict?
Finally [again] I wonder if the U.S. should
spend more money teaching elementary
history than on defense?

Tom Eisner
Westfield
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