
Page 4  Thursday, July 5, 2018 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Jeff Gruman
SALES MANAGER

Michael L. Bartiromo
 MARKETING PRODUCTION

Robert P. Connelly
BUSINESS OPERATIONS

The Westfield Leader

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
         P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091

P.O. Box 250 • 251 North Avenue, West
Westfield, N.J. 07091

Horace R. Corbin
PUBLISHER

David B. Corbin
ASSISTANT PUBLISHER & SPORTS

Ben Corbin
SERVICES

Published every Thursday by Watchung Communications, Inc.

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: editor@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

One-year – $36 • Two-year – $68 • Three-year – $99
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

— Established 1890 —

The Scotch Plains – Fanwood

TIMES   Since 1959

Members of:
New Jersey Press Association • National Newspaper Association • Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association • Fanwood Business & Professional Association

Paul Peyton
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

Suzette F. Stalker
COMMUNITY

Christina M. Hinke
EDUCATION & ARTS

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Rahway, New Jersey

www.goleader.com/subscribe

Legal Newspaper for the County of Union, New Jersey
and for Westfield, Mountainside, Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Cranford and Garwood

OSSARIUM
1. A vase or pitcher with three handles
2. A receptacle for the bones or ashes

of the dead
3. A section of a hospital that special-

izes in the treatment of bone and spinal
cord diseases

4. The skull with crossbones
SOREMA

1. A mass of carpels in a single flower
2. An infection causing pernicious clot-

ting of blood
3. Gout in the hand
4. The passage or velosity of red blood

cells
KERATIN

1. An astringent or repellent
2. An albuminous substance forming

the principal matter of hair and nails
3. An orange vegetable pigment
4. The hard outer shell of the thoracic

region of an insect, such as with an ant or
beetle

ASSOT
1. A war horse
2. Utter dismay; astonishment
3. To infatuate
4. A parasitic worm such as the tape-

worm
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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

The Declaration of Independence of the Thirteen Colonies
Continental Congress, Philadelphia, Pa., July 4, 1776

The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of
America,

When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary
for one people to dissolve the political bands which have
connected them with another, and to
assume among the powers of the earth,
the separate and equal station to which
the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s
God entitle them, a decent respect to
the opinions of mankind requires that
they should declare the causes which
impel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-
evident, that all men are created equal,
that they are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty and the
pursuit of Happiness. —That to secure
these rights, Governments are insti-
tuted among Men, deriving their just
powers from the consent of the gov-
erned, —That whenever any Form of
Government becomes destructive of
these ends, it is the Right of the People
to alter or to abolish it, and to institute
new Government, laying its founda-
tion on such principles and organizing
its powers in such form, as to them
shall seem most likely to effect their
Safety and Happiness. Prudence, in-
deed, will dictate that Governments
long established should not be changed
for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience
hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while
evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the
forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long train of
abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object
evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is
their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to
provide new Guards for their future security. —Such has been
the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the
necessity which constrains them to alter their former Systems of
Government. The history of the present King of Great Britain
[George III] is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all
having in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny
over these States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a
candid world.

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and
necessary for the public good.

He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate
and pressing importance, unless suspended in their operation till
his Assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, he has
utterly neglected to attend to them.

He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of
large districts of people, unless those people would relinquish
the right of Representation in the Legislature, a right inestimable
to them and formidable to tyrants only.

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual,
uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of their public
Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance
with his measures.

He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for op-
posing with manly firmness his invasions on the rights of the
people.

He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to
cause others to be elected; whereby the Legislative powers,
incapable of Annihilation, have returned to the People at large
for their exercise; the State remaining in the mean time exposed
to all the dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions
within.

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these States;
for that purpose obstructing the Laws for Naturalization of
Foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their migrations
hither, and raising the conditions of new Appropriations of
Lands.

He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing
his Assent to Laws for establishing Judiciary powers.

He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the
tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment of their
salaries.

He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither
swarms of Officers to harass our people, and eat out their
substance.

He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies
without the consent of our legislatures.

He has affected to render the Military independent of and
superior to the Civil power.

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction
foreign to our constitution and unacknowledged by our laws;
giving his Assent to their Acts of pretended Legislation:

For Quartering large bodies of armed troops among us:
For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from punishment for

any Murders which they should commit on the Inhabitants of
these States:

For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world:

For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:
For depriving us, in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by

Jury:
For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended

offences:
For abolishing the free System of

English Laws in a neighbouring Prov-
ince, establishing therein an Arbi-
trary government, and enlarging its
Boundaries so as to render it at once
an example and fit instrument for
introducing the same absolute rule
into these Colonies:

For taking away our Charters, abol-
ishing our most valuable Laws, and
altering fundamentally the Forms of
our Governments:

For suspending our own Legisla-
tures, and declaring themselves in-
vested with power to legislate for us
in all cases whatsoever.

He has abdicated Government here,
by declaring us out of his Protection
and waging War against us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged
our Coasts, burnt our towns, and de-
stroyed the lives of our people.

He is at this time transporting large
Armies of foreign Mercenaries to
compleat the works of death, desola-
tion and tyranny, already begun with
circumstances of Cruelty and perfidy

scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally
unworthy the Head of a civilized nation.

He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the
high Seas to bear Arms against their Country, to become the
executioners of their friends and Brethren, or to fall themselves
by their Hands.

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has
endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the
merciless Indian Savages, whose known rule of warfare, is an
undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions.

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for
Redress in the most humble terms: Our repeated Petitions have
been answered only by repeated injury. A Prince whose charac-
ter is thus marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, is
unfit to be the ruler of a free people.

Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our British
brethren. We have warned them from time to time of attempts by
their legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us.
We have reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration
and settlement here. We have appealed to their native justice and
magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of our
common kindred to disavow these usurpations, which, would
inevitably interrupt our connections and correspondence. They
too have been deaf to the voice of justice and of consanguinity.
We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which de-
nounces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of
mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends.

We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of
America, in General Congress, Assembled, appealing to the
Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions,
do, in the Name, and by the Authority of the good People of these
Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That these United
Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent
States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British
Crown, and that all political connection between them and the
State of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and
that as Free and Independent States, they have full Power to levy
War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce,
and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent States
may of right do. And for the support of this Declaration, with a
firm reliance on the protection of divine Providence, we mutu-
ally pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred
Honor.

The signers of the Declaration represented the new states as
follows: New Hampshire: Josiah Bartlett, William Whipple,
Matthew Thornton; Massachusetts: John Hancock, Samuel
Adams, John Adams, Robert Treat Paine, Elbridge Gerry;
Rhode Island: Stephen Hopkins, William Ellery; Connecticut:
Roger Sherman, Samuel Huntington, William Williams, Oliver
Wolcott; New York: William Floyd, Philip Livingston, Francis
Lewis, Lewis Morris; New Jersey: Richard Stockton, John
Witherspoon, Francis Hopkinson, John Hart, Abraham Clark;
Pennsylvania: Robert Morris, Benjamin Rush, Benjamin
Franklin, John Morton, George Clymer, James Smith, George
Taylor, James Wilson, George Ross; Delaware: Caesar Rodney,
George Read, Thomas McKean; Maryland: Samuel Chase,
William Paca, Thomas Stone, Charles Carroll of Carrollton;
Virginia: George Wythe, Richard Henry Lee, Thomas Jefferson,
Benjamin Harrison, Thomas Nelson, Jr., Francis Lightfoot Lee,
Carter Braxton; North Carolina: William Hooper, Joseph Hewes,
John Penn; South Carolina: Edward Rutledge, Thomas Heyward,
Jr., Thomas Lynch, Jr., Arthur Middleton; Georgia: Button
Gwinnett, Lyman Hall, George Walton.

“War is peace.
Freedom is slavery.

Ignorance is strength.”
-- George Orwell, 1984

“They who can give up essential liberty to
obtain a little temporary safety deserve

neither liberty nor safety.”
-- Benjamin Franklin

You, We the Citizens
We believe the best way to celebrate Independence

Day is to dedicate oneself to act with courage and
honor, just like our forefathers - and our fighting men
of today. Stand up to villainy. Defy our enemies,
many of whom are from within.

Don’t shirk from the wrongdoers, the aggressors,
the manipulators or the bullies. Let everyone know
you’re an American and proud of it - for “Life,
Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness.”

As Benjamin Franklin said during dark times, “We
must hang together, gentlemen...else, we shall most
assuredly hang separately.”

You, we the citizens, are being pillaged by subver-
sion and mendacity ensconced in our nation’s capi-
tal, in Trenton and Wall Street. Our sons’ and daugh-
ters’ futures are being despoiled.

The marauders’ appetites are voracious, their greed
unbridled. Will their tyranny take everything from
you, we the citizens?

You, we the citizens - stand up. Stop the ravage or
the panoptic taxation will be rooted without regnant
recourse.

You, we the citizens, this Independence Day -
demand redress. Call your elected officials now.

Our Westfield Police Officers Took The
Time Out To Make Sure

Reader Disputes Newspaper
Anti-Pot Legalization Editorial

Please. The next time you can thank
a Westfield police officer, take a few
seconds to pause and appreciate – out
loud – that officer’s service to this
community. I ask this of you because
a few weeks ago, on my way home to
my wife and family, I got a call from
my wife. Two police cars had arrived
at our home. Their purpose was the
noblest, and probably least appreci-
ated. My wife and her sister had been
calling the police in another town,
another state, to find out the fate of
their father. Two days without word,
from a grandfather who texted daily
to wish love to his “princess” grand-
daughter and “paleontologist” grand-
son; his children worried.

Hours or days of silence seldom
end well. But our Westfield police
officers took the time out to make
sure that when delivering word of that
day’s fate carried such gravity, our
officers were the first responders.
They appeared, two cars, two hu-
mans carrying word nobody wants to
hear. The words of passing. There
were no guns draw, no sirens blaring
– there was only dutiful service.

They served our community, and
us, by caring consolation. One officer
took on the headstrong dog and three

pugnacious grandchildren: princess,
paleontologist, and wee troublemaker.
Another, while the children were
tended, spoke the hardest words to
speak. “Ma’am, I’m sorry to inform
you that your father . . . is dead.”
Putting responsibility for a task of
that magnitude on those who serve
shows the confidence we should,
must, and owe, to those who wear
that uniform. A uniform of protec-
tion, service, and, on poignant mo-
ment, pure compassion.

Wearing that uniform means the
bearer assumes daily threat, whether
it be by fire or powerful responsibil-
ity.

Please. The next time you can thank
a Westfield police officer, pause and
say “Thank you.” It may be thanks for
something done for you, or some-
thing done for others. But that officer
has done it. Done what too few choose
to do. The difficult, the dangerous,
and the last thing many would choose
to do.

To Sergeant Brad Bernie and Of-
ficer Sam Fourre

Thank You from Krista, Matt,
Corbin, Paige, and Ella Aslanian

Westfield

I’ve long appreciated the [SPF]
Times’ news reporting. In addition to
providing extensive coverage of lo-
cal developments, its reports appear
to be objective and accurate and to
provide balanced coverage when there
are disagreeing sides. I do not expect
editorials to be objective. Their func-
tion is to advocate a position.

But I do not expect them to mislead,
which is what appears to be the case in
your editorial “Rec Marijuana Bill
Shouldn’t Be Lumped In With Medi-
cal Pot” (Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times, June 14). It argues against le-
galizing marijuana in part because of
“the prospect of more drivers, under
the influence, which would surely in-
crease if pot is legalized.”

It also states that New Jersey “hopes
to bring in $1 billion a year from legal
marijuana sales,” and follows that with
a remarkably sweeping claim: “Let’s
not pretend legalizing marijuana is
being done for any other reason.”

Here are just two of several “other
reasons” some people advocate le-
galization: First, it might increase the
number of job opportunities for New
Jerseyans. The New York Times ar-
ticle “Meet Colorado’s New Single-
Issue Voters: The Cannabis Commu-
nity” (June 25) reported that “can-
nabis industry advocates estimate that
about 40,000 Coloradans work di-
rectly in the state’s cannabis indus-
try.” A second reason: cannabis can
serve as a substitute for alcohol that’s
far less disorienting.

For example, suppose a guy is sud-

denly fired and quickly escorted off
the worksite. He’s upset — big time.
He considers trying to get a prescrip-
tion for an anti-anxiety medication,
but decides it’s easier to drive to a bar
for a few drinks to calm down. But
with marijuana legalization, he has
an alternative to prescription medica-
tions, alcohol, and whatever batch of
weed his pre-legalization street dealer
happens to have on hand.

He can now purchase one of the
numerous strains NJ’s medical mari-
juana dispensaries have already devel-
oped that are high in anxiety-reducing
cannabinoids and low in THC content,
the ingredient that produces marijuana’s
famously disorienting high.

I acknowledge there are legitimate
reasons to question whether pot le-
galization would be beneficial or det-
rimental to society. I understand you
may sincerely believe the two ex-
amples I’ve offered are not accurate.
But your claim that legalization of
marijuana will “surely” increase the
number of drivers under its influence
without providing a reference to a
credible study is reckless. And your
inference that supporters of pot’s le-
galization are pretending if they
present any reason for legalization
other than money is not only untrue,
but essentially labels them as liars.

I’m amazed that after an editorial
insulting the integrity of marijuana le-
galization supporters, the editorial fol-
lowing it was titled “Along the Cam-
paign Trail, Let’s Emphasize Issues
and Civility.” I urge the Times to extend
that worthy goal to more areas of debate
than just the campaign trail, while con-
tinuing to provide a valuable service.

Marc Grobman
Fanwood

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org

Sergio Granados, chair
sgranados@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org
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Two More Stop Signs
Is Warranted

A little over four years ago, my wife
Donna was killed at the corner of
Prospect and Copperthwaite. I am still
shocked that the town has done noth-
ing to improve the safety at this busy
intersection. I can only assume that
there has to be a minimum number of
fatalities before the town takes action.

Evidently, this magical number has
not yet been reached. Or maybe, the
installation of two more stop signs is just
too exorbitant for the town’s budget.

Bruce Rothstein
Westfield

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Parle – To converse
2. Pisk – The common nighthawk of

America
3. Fecundation – The act of making

fruitful or prolific
4. Vaca – A cow in the Southwest

More Letters
On Page 15


