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NJT Completes Cranford
Station Platform Rehab.Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

High Court Rules Unions Can’t
Collect Fees From Non-Members

The U.S. Supreme Court last
Wednesday, in a 5-4 decision, ruled
in  Janus versus AFSCME, that unions
can not collect fees from nonmem-
bers to defray the costs of collective
bargaining. According to a USA To-
day report, 22 states – including New
York and New Jersey – have allowed
unions to assess the fees from non-
union members, who benefit from
collective-bargaining agreements.

The New Jersey Education Asso-
ciation (NJEA) was critical of the
ruling: “This morning’s blatantly anti-
worker, anti-middle-class ruling by
the Supreme Court demonstrates what
unions have always known: we must
always fight for the rights of working
people in America and never take any
of those rights for granted,” NJEA
President Marie Blistan said. “The
court’s attempt [June 27] to stifle
labor’s collective voice will fail, be-
cause we refuse to be silenced. They
can change the law, but they cannot
do anything about our determination
to organize, to advocate and to fight
for our fellow members and all work-
ing people.”

Pallone: Separation of Families
Result of ‘Zero Tolerance’

Congressman Frank Pallone, Jr.
(D-6th, Long Branch) was critical of
the Republican House majority after
they rejected his call for at least one
hearing on the status and welfare of
the undocumented children separated
from their families as a result of the
Trump Administration’s “Zero Tol-
erance” policy. The Pallone amend-
ment failed to pass after Subcom-
mittee Republicans voted against it
unanimously.

“I believe this could be a man-
made public health emergency cre-
ated by the Trump Administration
that will have lasting impacts on
the roughly two thousand children
that were ripped away from their
families for purely political rea-
sons. We have an obligation to con-
duct oversight and understand how
these children are being cared for,
how and if they can be reunited
with their families, and how this
dark chapter in their lives could
impact them in the future,” he said
in prepared remarks.

Dem Sherrill Has Edge
On GOP Webber

The race to fill New Jersey’s 11th
Congressional District seat is close,
with Democrat Mikie Sherrill hold-
ing a slight lead over Republican Jay
Webber among likely voters, accord-
ing to the Monmouth University Poll,
as neither candidate is well-known.
The seat has long been held by retir-
ing Republican Rodney
Frelinghuysen.

Ms. Sherrill is supported by 40
percent and state legislator Mr.
Webber is supported by 38 percent of
all potential voters. The two are basi-
cally tied among independents at 32
percent for Ms. Sherrill and 31 per-
cent for Mr. Webber.

Mitt Romney won the district by
six points in 2012 and Donald Trump
won it by one point in 2016. The poll
found voters in the district divided on
their assessment of President Trump
– with 47 percent approving of the
President’s job performance and 49
percent disapproving.

The poll was conducted by phone
from June 22 to 25 with 406 New
Jersey voters in the district.

ACADEMY APPOINTEES...Congressman Leonard Lance (R-7th, Westfield)
has announced the 7th Congressional District students who were nominated and
appointed to the United States Service Academies: the Air Force Academy
(USAFA), Naval Academy (USNA), Military Academy (USMA) and Merchant
Marine Academy (USMMA). Students were informed in recent weeks of their
appointment by the respective academies. Pictured with Mr. Lance, from left to
right, are: Hannah Petersen (USNA) of Basking Ridge, Jack Browne (USMMA)
of Summit, Rahul Pushpala (USMA) of Bridgewater, Isabella Saylan (USMA)
of Basking Ridge, James McGoldrick (USAFA) of Flanders, Zheng Yung
(USAFA) of Bedminster and Andrew Fabiano (USMMA) of Lebanon. Not
pictured are Francois Benoit (USNA) of Ringoes, Ava Lusskin (USMA) of Long
Valley, Sophie Reitz-Bourne (USMA) of Summit, Benjamin Kelly (USMA) of
Westfield, Peter Fiori (USAFA) of Lebanon and Francesca Porambo (USAFA)
of Basking Ridge. Students interested in the process for securing a nomination
to a Service Academy should call John Malone in Mr. Lance’s Westfield District
Office at (908) 518-7733.

GOP: Malinowski Unqualified
To Comment on Det. Ctrs.

Summit Announces
Opening of Morris Bridge

NEWARK – NJ Transit an-
nounced Thursday the completion
of a more than $4-million platform
rehabilitation and transit arts project
at the Cranford rail station. The
project was completed ahead of
schedule and more than $2 million
under budget.

“This project is another example of
the investments we are making to
ensure safety and comfort for our
customers at our facilities,” said NJ
Transit Executive Director Kevin
Corbett. “We’re especially pleased to
include the inspirational ‘Neuron
Garden’ art installation drawn by lo-
cal children to enhance the transit
experience.”

The Cranford Rail Station on NJ
Transit’s Raritan Valley Line serves
approximately 1,500 customers
each weekday, and more than 30,000
each month.

The rehabilitation, funded by the
New Jersey Transportation Trust Fund
(TTF), was awarded by the NJ Tran-
sit Board of Directors to Anselmi and
DeCicco, Inc. of Maplewood, N.J., in
November 2016. The project was
planned and executed in stages to
ensure the station was open to serve

the regular Raritan Valley Line sched-
ule.

In addition to the structural re-
pairs, the project included a num-
ber of enhancements to customer
waiting areas including new
windscreens made of Arts in tran-
sit-inspired safety glass; replace-
ment of the canopy over the
windscreens, and new benches, mar-
keting display cases and trash cans.

The NJ Transit Arts in Transit Pro-
gram entrusted mural artist Ben Volta
with the concept and design of the
windscreen panel art installation. The
“Neuron Garden” consists of a ba-
roque glass artwork containing hun-
dreds of native flowers drawn by lo-
cal elementary and middle-school stu-
dents. The colorful composition fab-
ricated into the glass platform
windscreens present a fantasy garden
overflowing with natural forms.

Mr. Volta conducted workshops with
Cranford youth to create the public
artwork during the summer of 2017. In
the fall of 2017, the windscreens were
installed. Upon close inspection, the
students’ whimsical interpretation of
scientific imagery adds an additional
layer for contemplation.

SUMMIT – The City of Summit
has announced that the Morris Av-
enue Bridge opened to vehicular and
pedestrian traffic on June 29. The
bridge over the Morris and Essex
rail line has been closed since Au-
gust 11, 2015. It was replaced by NJ
Transit with funding from the State
Transportation Trust Fund in a
project that was originally estimated
to take 18 months to complete.

Summit Mayor Nora Radest  offi-
ciated a ribbon-cutting ceremony to
open the bridge that included state
and local government officials and
city staff. Members of the public also
were invited to attend.

“The project has seen a number
of significant delays and I appreci-
ate the final push by NJ Transit to
complete work by the end of June.
Morris Avenue runs through the
heart of Summit and having this
section of roadway available again
will help ease traffic congestion in a
very busy part of town,” Mayor
Radest said.

Mayor Radest continued, “I realize
that many of us have been impacted
by the bridge closure for far too long.”

According to NJ Transit, the con-
struction project included reconstruc-
tion of the bridge abutments; replace-
ment of the steel bridge superstructure
and concrete bridge deck; widening of
the bridge approaches to improve
bridge geometry; construction and re-
habilitation of the retaining walls,
curbs, sidewalks and ADA ramps; in-
stallation of the ornamental railings on
the bridge and the retaining walls;

relocation of the traffic signal pole and
the cantilever arm in the Morris Av-
enue and Kent Place Boulevard inter-
section and installation of new traffic
signage and striping.

WASHINGTON, D.C. — In light
of the current circumstances on the
southern border, the New Jersey State
Republican Committee charged  last
week that evidence has surfaced that
shows children being held in deten-
tion centers during the Obama Ad-
ministration at a time when Tom
Malinowski, the Democratic nomi-
nee in the 7th Congressional District,
was assistant secretary of state for
democracy, human rights and labor.

 Photos taken during a media tour
of border facilities in June of 2014
show children being forced to sleep
in bathrooms, with barely any blan-
kets and surrounded by fencing and
barbed wire.

“As one of the most senior human
rights advocates in the Obama Ad-
ministration, Tom Malinowski
failed to prevent horrific conditions
for young detained children. He is
one of the last people that should be

grandstanding on the 2018 border
issues and spinning a tragedy into a
campaign issue,” Hudson County
Republican Chairman Jose Arango.
said.

“No child deserves to be subjected
to the horrific treatment portrayed in
these photos. It was Tom Malinowski’s
job to protect and advocate for these
children. Clearly he failed to do so.
Seventh District voters deserve a Con-
gressman with the courage to say what
they believe even when it’s politically
inconvenient.”

Mr. Malinowski will face Congress-
man Leonard Lance (R-7th) in No-
vember.

BOE Candidates Can
Now Run Together

COUNTY — A new law effective
July 1 permits school board candi-
dates to circulate petitions jointly and
be bracketed together on the ballot if
they wish with one or two other can-
didates. It also permits a short non-
political slogan not to exceed three
words.

Candidates are required to file a
specific affirmation that they have
not been convicted of crimes that
would disqualify them from office
with their petition. Candidates can
call the county clerk’s elections of-
fice if they have any questions at
(908) 527-4996.

School board candidate nominat-
ing petitions must be filed with the
county clerk by the deadline of Mon-
day, July 30, before 4 p.m. The
County Clerk’s Office is located at
2 Broad Street, Room 113, Eliza-
beth, N.J. Office hours are 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through
Friday.

For more information, call the of-
fice or e-mail lbobish@ucnj.org.

ADS PLACED IN

THE LEADER/TIMES

BRING RESULTS
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Courtesy County of Union
THANK YOU, DET. MANCUSO...Upon his retirement on Friday, the Union
County Sheriff’s Office saluted Detective Charles Mancuso with a traditional
walkout ceremony on the steps of the Union County Courthouse in Elizabeth. Det.
Mancuso retires after 25 years of service.

Scotch Plains Woman
Dies of Her Injuries

COUNTY — The female victim
of a double shooting that took place
in Plainfield on June 24 has died
from her injuries, Union County
First Assistant Prosecutor Albert
Cernadas, Jr. announced Monday.
The victim has been identified as
Shavonne Young, 25, of Scotch
Plains.

The shooting, which took place at
about 1 a.m. at the corner of New
and West 5th Streets, also had
claimed the life of Michael Welsh,
34, of Plainfield. The shootings re-
main under investigation by the
Homicide Task Force, and anyone
with information is urged to contact
Sergeant Johnny Ho at (908) 403-
8271 or Detective William Guy at
(908) 347-2212.

Plainfield Police Division patrol
units responding to a ShotSpotter
gunshot notification shortly arrived
at the area of New and West 5th

Streets to find the two victims suffer-
ing from gunshot wounds. Welsh was
rushed to Robert Wood Johnson Uni-
versity Hospital in New Brunswick,
where he was pronounced dead ap-
proximately one hour later.

The Plainfield Police Division,
Union County Sheriff’s Office Crime
Scene Unit and Union County Police
Department Ballistics Unit also were
involved in the investigation.

The Union County Crime Stoppers
are offering a reward of up to $10,000
for information leading to an arrest
and indictment in this case. Tips can
be given anonymously by phone at
(908) 654-TIPS (8477) or online at
uctip.org.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


