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nel, incident-reporting procedures
and investigative procedures.

CHS achieved a 77, Hillside Av-
enue School a 72, Orange Avenue
School a 70, Bloomingdale Avenue
School a 70, Brookside Place
School a 74, Livingston Avenue
School a 73 and Walnut Avenue
School a 75. The overall district
grade was a 73.

In other business news, reappoint-
ments for Business Administrator
and Board Secretary Robert J.
Carfagno, Human Resources Direc-
tor Paul E. Ward and Student Ser-
vices Director Kristin Szawan were
approved for the period of July 1,
2018 through June 30, 2019.
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Warehouse
dential community,” Mr. Vinegra said.

Mr. Vinegra said additional
plantings will be placed to provide
perceived distance separating the
building from neighboring residen-
tial dwellings. Currently, 10-foot ar-
borvitae separate residential homes
from the commercial property.

Mr. Vinegra said the facility will
not generate many office employees.
In addition, he said the proposed fa-
cility also reduces total impervious
coverage at the site.

Board member David Salomon said
he has noticed Andersen Windows
companies leaving old frames sur-
rounding their dumpsters at other in-
dustrial sites and that he was con-
cerned for residents the same might
happen at the proposed location.

“What side are both trash contain-
ers? Will it be double-sided with a
gate?” Mr. Salomon asked.

Mr. Vinegra responded that the trash
containers will be placed in a double-
sided enclosure. He said each con-
tainer will be 20 yards in size. The
“roll-off containers” will be routinely
collected by a disposal company,
stated Mr. Vinegra.

“This is an exciting project with
limited loading docks. It’s a good
proposal,” board member Jeffrey Pis-
tol stated.

Board member Kevin Illing said
the proposed benefits include the
vegetation buffer between the build-
ing and the surrounding neighbor-
hood. Mr. Illing said the residential
neighbors not seeing the commer-
cial sites downsides such as garbage
are accounted for in the project’s
layout.

Mountainside Planning Bd.
Okays Regency Bay Doors

By ZOE RADER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — During its
June 26 meeting, the Mountainside
Planning Board gave Regency Inter-
national, an importer of home décor,
gardening supplies and other prod-
ucts, permission to build three addi-
tional bay doors at its distribution
center.

Because the company does not have
a traditional receiving and shipping
dock at the location, Regency re-
quested the doors to increase the pro-
ductivity and efficiency of its ship-
ments.

The application also included es-
tablishing two handicap parking
spaces and a ramp up to the main door
for easy accessibility. However, regu-
lar parking spaces — roughly 46 spots
— will be lost with the addition of the
docking doors.

The company has been in Moun-
tainside, at 253 Sheffield Street, for
25 years. These renovations will
incentivize them to maintain busi-
ness in the area and occupancy of the
building. The board unanimously
approved this request, under the con-
dition that any worn areas or damage
be repaired in the parking lot.

Two other applications were heard
at the meeting, both from Mountain-
side homeowners looking to reno-
vate.

A couple residing on 363 Darby
Lane proposed an expansion on their
property with the addition of a two-
car garage and a master bedroom
built above it. The owners, Andrew
M. Yasinski and Ashley Current, cur-
rently have a one-car garage and
struggle to safely and conveniently
drive and park their two cars at the
house. Along with these additions,
they will upgrade the insulation, in-
stall new roofing and install new trim
and details on the house.

The board was concerned with this
application because of the amount of
space that would be eliminated be-
tween the applicants’ home and their
neighbors’ residence as a result of the
garage expansion.

However, after hearing very posi-
tive testimony from residents on the
same street, the board approved the
proposal unanimously.

The last application of the night
was from Helio Bento of 1246
Knollwood Road who did not have an
architect but proceeded even after the
board outlined the disadvantage of
not having an expert testify.

The applicant sought to build a
second floor onto his new home. The
board was skeptical of the applica-
tion and, as board member Theodore
Zawslak put it, thought the applicant

was “asking a lot.”
Mr. Zawslak even said the appli-

cant should just look for another prop-
erty that is more suitable, which Chair-
man John Tamine quickly shut down
as an “inappropriate” suggestion.

After discussion, Mr. Tamine said,
“This is really too speculative.
We’re having a discussion with the
applicant with a distinct lack of clar-
ity.”

In line with a lot of the board’s
comments and prospective denial of
the application, the resident decided
to revise his plans and continue his
application at the Tuesday, August 28
meeting, which was accepted by the
board.

The board will meet again on Tues-
day, July 24, at 7:30 p.m., at the
Mountainside Borough Hall. Planning Bd. OK’s Revised

Corner Lot Fence Ord., 4-3
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — At Wednesday’s
planning board meeting, the board
approved a revised corner-lot fence
ordinance recommendation to coun-
cil. The corner-lot fence ordinance
cannot be adopted as borough code
until the borough council approves
the recommendation. The recom-
mended ordinance will allow cor-
ner-lot fences six feet in height to be
set back five feet from the side-yard
property line to a home’s rear cor-
ner.

The recommended ordinance
states the fence must be erected five
feet from the existing side-yard prop-
erty line. If the recommended ordi-
nance is approved by the council, a
six-foot corner-lot fence would have
a seven-foot setback from the side-
walk in total.

Existing ordinances state that each
corner lot’s property line begins two
feet from the sidewalk or road if no
sidewalk exists. A side-yard fence’s
seven-foot setback is calculated by
adding the two-foot property line
setback with the proposed five-foot
setback from the property line.

Board Attorney Don Fraser said
the fence ordinance setback should
be calculated from each home’s
property line.

“If you said fences should be five
feet from the property line, that is a
finite thing that everyone can under-
stand,” Mr. Fraser said.

Mr. Fraser said he did not have an
opinion supporting setbacks or op-
posing setbacks, but did not want
the board to establish a code where
setbacks vary street to street based
on varying factors.

“The purpose of the revision is to
expand backyard space a home-
owner can utilize,” said Council-
woman and planning board liaison
Sara Todisco.

The existing ordinance states that
corner lot “side-yard fences” or the
fence running parallel to the street
can only be four feet in height. How-

ever, under existing ordinance a
fence directly parallel to a home’s
rear or the rear-yard fence can be
six feet in height.

The existing ordinance states that
properties with swimming pools are
allowed six-foot fences.

“We allow six-foot fences in rear
yards. We don’t allow them in side
yards,” said board member Bill
Nierstedt, speaking on the current
ordinance, not the approved recom-
mendation.

Mr. Nierstedt said he believes the
code is “fine just the way it is.”
Homeowners with pools can “put
up a six-foot fence and extend closer
to the sidewalks than others,” Mr.
Nierstedt said.

“If you (planning board) don’t
think there will be many more (cor-
ner-lot fences), then leave the code
the way it is,” Mr. Nierstedt said.

Planning Board Chairman
Stephen Greet said he agreed with
Mr. Nierstedt’s logic of leaving the
land use code as is before the re-
vised recommendation was ap-
proved.

Mr. Nierstedt said the code
changes were proposed by realtors.

“Who is asking to get this done?
Realtors. They’re asking because
their clients want additional back-
yard space,” Mr. Nierstedt said.

“The whole purpose of code (land
use regulation) is protecting prop-
erty values,” stated Mr. Nierstedt.

“Does anyone believe putting six-
foot fences along right-of-ways is
going to improve any of our prop-
erty values? I don’t think so,” Mr.
Nierstedt said.

Board member Kathy Villaggio said
she believes five feet is “too much.”
Ms. Villaggio said she would have
supported an ordinance with a three-
foot setback from the property line.

The recommendation was ap-
proved in a 4-to-3 vote. Ms.
Villaggio and fellow board mem-
bers Stephen Napolitano and Louis
Petruzzelli voted no on the pro-
posed ordinance.
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OPEN HOUSE: Sunday,  July 8th • 1-3PM

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
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125 East Dudley Avenue, Westfield Offered at $1,295,000
Gracious Dutch Colonial offering expansive rooms and beautiful architectural
appointments throughout including beamed ceilings, gleaming hardwood floors
and beautiful detailed moldings. This home features 12 rooms, 7 bedrooms and
3.3 baths. Eat-in kitchen with Carrara marble countertops, impressive family room
with beamed ceiling and fireplace, office with outside entry and spacious master
bedroom retreat with incredible closet space and private bath. Situated on nearly
a half acre lot with private backyard with deck and covered side porch. Conveniently
located to schools, town, and NYC transportation.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday,  July 8th • 1-4PM

515 Trinity Place 2BN, Westfield Offered at $419,000
Located in the highly desirable Trinity Gardens, this sunny two bedroom, two
bath condominium offers incredible space and is move in ready. This condo boasts
an open floor plan, two story ceilings in living room, wood floors, wood burning
fireplace with marble surround and beautiful, big windows to let the outdoors in.
The generously sized foyer offers added space that can be used as an office and the
roomy breakfast nook provides access to the deck for relaxing. In unit laundry,
plenty of closet and storage space, elevator building and underground parking.
Two blocks from award winning downtown Westfield!

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
WHS CLASS OF 2018 ...Robert Brown, Jr., Student Government President of
Westfield High School (WHS), speaks to the WHS Class of 2018 at the commence-
ment ceremony held June 22 at Gary Kehler Stadium.

“Is this what we had to do to get to
the five (affordable) units?” ques-
tioned Mr. Newell.

Mr. Newell said the negotiated num-
ber or agreed-upon number may be at
the “town’s expense” or to benefit the
developer.

Mayor Brindle said she wants town
planner Donald Sammet to look into
the three-bedroom unit number, in-
cluding how the number came about.

Mr. Morin said the numbers were
agreed upon in court and the develop-
ment has been a “working process”
with the town.

Mr. Morin said he wants the board
to acknowledge the applicant’s con-
cessions during back-and-forth dis-
cussions with the planning board re-
garding whether retail would be in-
cluded on the first floor or whether
there would be residents on the first
floor and retail on the other floors.

The concessions resulted in the
proposed plan to designate the first
floor a retail space with tenants on the
second and third floors, stated Mr.
Morin.

Mr. Morin said his client was will-
ing to comply with architectural aes-
thetics and create a way for the devel-
opment to complement Westfield’s
downtown.

Mr. Morin said the applicant
“agreed to terminate testimony” on
Monday evening before an official
decision could be made by the board

but will continue testimony at the
August planning board meeting.

Mr. Newell said the applicant
should work on the development’s
specific planning details or the over-
all site plan with the board’s site plan
review subcommittee and the archi-
tectural review subcommittee.

Board member Darielle Walsh said
she supports the project conceptu-
ally, acknowledging the project’s in-
herent relevance to attaining COAH
(Council on Affordable Housing)
compliance. However, Ms. Walsh said
she was not ready to “approve some-
thing (the application or development
design) with so little detail.”

“This needs to look like our town
and feel like our town. This has the
potential to be fantastic,” Mayor
Brindle said.

Board member Linda Habgood, a
town councilwoman, said there was
not “enough” in the renderings to
have input.

“There is a lot of inspiration to
draw from in Westfield,” Ms.
Habgood said.

At the start of the meeting, Mr.
Newell said planning board member
Tom Walsh has resigned. In addition,
after serving the planning board for
10 years, board member Frank Smith
will be moving and will no longer
serve on the board.

The board welcomed new member
Michael Ash.
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Cranford Bd. of Education
Erica Morreale, Kathleen Kloc,

Allison Weiss and Sara Marinelli
were recommended and approved
as new hires in the district.

Additionally, Sean Trotter was
recommended as the head coach of
varsity boys’ basketball, Michael
Ozolnieks was hired as the head
coach for varsity ice hockey and
Daniel Gargiulo was approved as
an assistant varsity football coach
with Lawrence Emert being ap-
proved as the freshman football
coach.

The next board of education meet-
ing will take place on Monday, July
23, at 7:30 p.m. The board meets at
Lincoln School.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
2018 CHS GRADUATES...These Cranford High School Class graduates cel-
ebrate at the conclusion of the June 21 commencement at Memorial Field.


