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Local Letters to the Editor Township Committee Is Not Planning
To Tear Down Part of Cranford

I thank Ms. Steinbach for her
service on the planning board,
especially her work as board sec-
retary. The fact that she was not
reappointed does not take away
from the volunteer service to the
community for which we are ap-
preciative. The comments in her
letter [to the editor] do not re-
flect the good work that she and
the planning board accomplished
while she served as a member.
All actions of the board, of which
she participated in, were done
under the law, and was guided
by the direction of the planning
board attorney.

This is the first time that I am
hearing that she had objections
to those meetings in which she
participated.

At the recent Planning Board

reorganization meeting, two
members who are not Demo-
crats were reappointed to the
board, as was done the previous
year. This would hardly seem as
though it was done to create a
Democratic super majority on
the board. These are hardworking
volunteers who act in the best
interest of Cranford, without re-
gard to any party affiliation.

In the course of the Township’s
selling of the Birchwood prop-
erty, I met with many develop-
ers, they were all in the company
of the township attorney, the re-
development attorney, and the
township administrator. At one
point, I met with a roomful of
almost 30 developers to place
Cranford in the best position to
sell the Birchwood property. After
each meeting, I and both attor-
neys reported to the Township
Committee the tenor, substance
and participants of the meeting.
When appropriate, I also reported
that to the Planning Board to let
them know what was going on.

No one, as part of a Democratic
majority on the Township Commit-
tee, is planning to tear down part of
Cranford. The resolution asking the
Planning Board to look at North
Avenue was approved by all five
members, three Democrats and
two Republicans. Our intentions
were clear, we wanted to do a
study. People are welcome to look
at the draft report. It does not call
for any four-story apartments, an-
other parking garage or the re-
moval of “historic” buildings.

Agendas are posted on our
website. I agree and encourage
residents to attend workshop
meetings. All issues are discussed
in workshop meetings, and done
so in the presence of the public
and the press.

I wish Ms. Steinbach good
health and thank her again for
her service.

Tom Hannen
Cranford Mayor

Garwood Mayor’s Saturday Schedule,
Councilpersons Are Invited

To each upcoming Garwood
Mayor’s Saturday, Mayor
Lombardo will continue to invite
a Councilperson to join him. The
meetings will be held on the third
Saturday of the month at 11
a.m., except April which will be
the fourth Saturday.

This year, with the assistance
of the Council’s Business Liaison,
Carol Kearney, he will be taking
Mayor’s Saturday to our local
business. She has reached out to
these businesses setting up the
following schedule that will be
posted in Borough Hall,
Garwood’s website and published
in our local newspapers. Please
come out and support this new
initiative to bring your questions
and concerns or just to chat,
while you check out what our
great local business have to of-
fer.

2018 Mayor’s Saturdays
(Through June)

January 20; Council President
Blumenstock; Crunch Gym – 300
South Avenue (Garwood Mall)

February 17; Councilman
Lazarow; Gold Medal Fitness –
475 North Avenue

March 17; Councilwoman
Todisco; Home Depot – 200 South
Avenue

April 28 (4th Saturday); Coun-
cilman McCormack; Escapology
– 300 South Avenue (Garwood
Mall)

May 19; Councilwoman
Cuccaro; Pet Supplies Plus – 110
South Avenue

June 16; Councilman Sarno;
Juice House – 510 North Avenue

Continuing the practice that was
started in 2017, Mayor Lombardo
will resume his 3K walk in con-
junction with the Mayor’s

Wellness Campaign. The 3K walks
will start up in March, beginning
at Borough Hall at approximately
12:15 p.m. after each Mayor’s
Saturday meeting. Mayor
Lombardo wants to stress that it
is a walk, not a competition, just
to get residents out and moving
as spring returns to the borough.

The walk is open it all ages,
regardless of ability, however a
parent or adult guardian must
accompany children under the
age of 12.

Mayor Charles Lombardo
Garwood

Reading is Good For You
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Resetar Attains Elon
Univ. President's List
ELON, N.C. – Nicole A. Resetar

has been named to the
President's List for the 2017 Fall
semester·at Elon University.

The President's List is composed
of students with no grade below
an A-minus in a minimum of 12
semester hours.

Ms. Resetar is the daughter of
Andrew Resetar and Karen
Resetar of Garwood.

She is a finance major and ac-
counting minor. Ms. Resetar will
graduate in May and will work at
Ernst & Young after graduation.

CALVARY CARES...Calvary Lutheran Church in Cranford recently collected
items for families in Puerto Rico who were hit hard by Hurricane Maria. Through
a donation drive, Calvary collected four boxes and three garbage bags filled with
clothes, boxes and bags full of food, formula, diapers, wipes, blankets, bath towels
and toys, three car seats, three strollers and two playpens. While the adults packed
up the donations, the children made cards and wrote letters containing good wishes
for the families. The service project was part of “First Sunday,” Calvary’s monthly
worship service for young children and their families.

NAMI Chapter Offers
Support Meetings

CRANFORD — The Union County
affiliate of NAMI/National Alliance
on Mental Illness offers monthly,
peer-led group meetings to sup-
port those who care for a loved
one who struggles with a mental
health issue. Participants are in-
vited to join the discussion and
perhaps gain insight from others
facing similar challenges.

NAMI Union County Family Sup-
port Group meetings are held at
the First Presbyterian Church of
Cranford, located at 11 Spring-
field Avenue, Cranford, from 7:30
to 9 p.m. on the third Tuesday of
every month, January through
December 2018. In case of in-
clement weather, call (908) 233-
1628 or e-mail
namiunioncounty@yahoo.com.


