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tion area in need of redevelop-
ment at a future meeting.

But the question still remained
for Chapman Bros. owner Judy
Swick. Why them? She, as well
as other property owners af-
fected, say they want to be ex-
cluded as well from the study
area.

“Rewrite it — no eminent do-
main,” Carmello Finocchiaro, who
has owned Carmen’s for 30 years,
told The Leader after the meet-
ing.

Margaret Lo, who owns the
property where Hunan Wok, Is-
land Tans, and Cranford Hair Co.
operate, as well as a parking
area next door, told The Leader
that if she wanted to redevelop
her land, “I would build it my-
self.”

Resident Wayne Hayes told the
planning board it is unfair to the
other business owners that the
committee would decide to pro-
tect one business from eminent
domain along that stretch of land
in the study area and not the
other businesses operating there.
“It’s all a matter of where you
drink, who you know,” Mr. Hayes
said.

Mayor Hannen said he wants
feedback from the owners to “help
us make that area better.”

“What if you redevelop and
make a much better Marino’s?”
asked Mayor Hannen.

“It’s great now,” said Mr. Hayes,
jumping up from his seat, and
followed by applause from the
crowd.

“I don’t understand. There isn’t
anything wrong with it now,” said
Mr. Tears, who walked over in
between cooking fish for cus-
tomers to express his anger to-
wards the township threatening
eminent domain of the privately-
owned lots in the study area.
Many of those businesses have
been operating since the early
1900s. While Riverside Inn is
considered an institution by those

who came out to rally to Save
The Dive, residents and the prop-
erty owners alike said so are
their businesses.

Ms. Swick said Chapman Bros.
began in 1932 and is the oldest
running business on that block.

“I had a pretty good meal, you’ll
never guess where — Marino’s.
My car couldn’t start on Monday
(January 8). Carmen rescued me.
Thank you, Carmen. I need gas
for my car, you’ll never guess
where I go. I am not a property
owner, but I am a stakeholder.
To me, it is not an ugly place at
all. Eye of the beholder,” Mr.
Hayes, a 30-year resident of For-
est Avenue, said.

Some residents and local busi-
ness owners said taking away
these institutions and making it
a mirror image of the develop-
ment on South Avenue would
erase the quaintness of Cran-
ford. There has been a move-
ment to Keep Cranford Quaint
since 7-Eleven tried to take over
a parcel of land adjacent to a
residential area on North Avenue
and Lincoln Avenue, and when
Hartz Mountain came out pub-
licly and said it wants to make
750 Walnut Avenue a residential
zone with 905 apartments, resi-
dents again said no. Now with
the township looking to rede-
velop North Avenue East, the
outcry to Keep Cranford Quaint
has returned.

“It is a community, not an en-
terprise,” said Colonel Andrew
Burns, a longtime resident.

“This isn’t Hoboken, this isn’t
even Westfield,” Mr. Tears said.
“Why make it that? We are good
the way we are.”

“I see South Avenue…the
growth... but that doesn’t mean
we should do it everywhere... I
don’t buy it,” said Mr. Tears.
Suzanne Millan said South Av-
enue is “crisp, clean…but not
quaint.” She feels the layers of
Cranford resembling a Norman

tection Agency (EPA) details how
the demolition must occur to
eliminate residents’ exposure to
any hazardous materials, which
are being sent to pre-determined
detainment locations.

Mr. Minks said the demolition
process will be a six-day-a-week
project, but should not create
any noise disturbances for neigh-
bors. The developer will respect
start and end times for demoli-
tion each day, Mr. Minks said.

At the previous board meeting,
Mr. Minks said planning board
members voiced concerns regard-
ing the parking garage being aes-
thetically unpleasing. Russo De-
velopment proposed a “higher-
quality concrete” to complement
the rest of the structure.

“A more decorative material ver-
sus concrete for the parking deck,”
said Mr. Minks in describing the
composite going to be used to
erect the parking garage.

Mr. Minks said the concrete is
not a generic concrete used for
support, emphasizing that Russo
takes its final product quality
seriously.

Mr. Bartels said Russo consid-
ered putting ivy or several plants
alongside that back side of the
parking garage facing the rail-
road tracks. Mr. Minks said ev-
erything made the parking ga-
rage stand out more or become
more obvious except the pro-
posed concrete design.

The planning board reviewed
several garbage can designs
alongside tree plantings proposed
to run alongside the South Av-
enue pedestrian walkway. Mr.
Bartels stated that bicycle racks
and park benches have been in-
cluded in the design as per plan-
ning board requests. The board
was presented with aesthetic de-
signs and locations for such
equipment.

The planning board will con-
tinue its review of the South
Avenue I site plan at its Wednes-

day, January 31 meeting. Russo
Development will present the
traffic study report at that meet-
ing. Mr. Minks said the traffic
report will be thoroughly re-
viewed at the next meeting due
to time constraints at the Janu-
ary 10 meeting. The borough’s
hired traffic consultant, Klein
Traffic Consulting’s Lee D. Klein,
will provide commentary and
comparisons to Russo’s traffic
report presentation.

The borough’s hired engineer,
Victor Vinegra of Harbor Con-
sultants, stated that left turns
and rights turns onto South Av-
enue should be allowed for resi-
dents leaving the development.

Rockwell painting, as she de-
scribed Cranford, are peeling
away.

One business owner, Ralph
Burnette, who owns a lot where
Deco Salon is to open in a matter
of days, and houses two apart-
ments above, has already hired
an attorney to represent him in
this matter. Attorney Rob Simon
disagrees that the statutory cri-
teria are met to satisfy the local
redevelopment and housing law
to designate the area a condem-
nation area in need of redevelop-
ment, and he will have expert
witnesses at the public hearing
of the study to prove his case.
“We vigorously oppose a rede-
velopment plan,” Mr. Simon said.

Mike Mistretta of Harbor Con-
sultants, hired to prepare the
study, said the study “piggybacks
on 33 years of planning efforts”
by the township, stating the town-
ship has planned during this time
to redevelop this part of North
Avenue where the eastbound side
is adjacent to the train line, and
the Rahway River flows at the
perimeter next to Riverside Inn,
as well as the westbound side.

The township had purchased
the vacant, boarded up MDTV
building in 2015 and the parking
lot across the street, and has
been approached by an investor,
Mayor Hannen said.

Mr. Mistretta said with Swan
Cleaners being an environmen-
tal hazard site, a developer would
more likely buy it if it could also
buy more land to make it eco-
nomically feasible to take on the
cost of cleanup.

Mayor Hannen also said by re-
developing the area, it would
equate to a higher tax base.
Resident Bill Hester rebuffed this
thinking, by saying adding more
residents would bring in more
children that would raise school
taxes and increase costs for the
fire and police departments.

Review of South Ave. Dev. PlanCF Residents, Business Owners Question Redev.

Planning Board
Reorganizes

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — During  the reor-
ganization meeting of the
Cranford Planning Board last
Wednesday, Kathleen Murray will
again chosen  as chairwoman/
Class IV (Environmental Com-
mission) (2017- 2018) while
Bobbi Anderson will continue as
vice-chairwoman/Class IV (2018-
2021).

Also, Christopher Chapman was
reappointed as a member/Class
II for 2018, Andrew Cossa was
appointed, filling a post left va-
cant by Ann Steinbach, Class IV
member (2018-2021). Lynda
Feder was appointed as alter-
nate secretary/Class IV (2015-
2018), and Donna Pedde was
appointed as secretary/Class IV
(2015-2018).

Mark Rothman was reappointed
as board attorney. Township
Committeewoman Ann Dooley
will serve with Mayor Thomas
Hannen Jr. as township commit-
tee members on the planning
board.
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