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Residents, Business Owners
Question Redevelopment Study
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — “My dream was
to buy this place, and I bought it
with my best friend. And now we
hear yesterday we may lose our
place. Why?” Michael Tears, co-
owner of Marino’s, asked the plan-
ning board Wednesday at a
packed board meeting.

Owners of the longstanding
businesses that operate on North
Avenue within the parameters of
the redevelopment study area
wanted to know why they were
never notified by the township
that their properties could be
subject to eminent domain, as
stated in the preliminary investi-
gation report for North Avenue

East prepared by Harbor Con-
sultants posted to the township
website on January 8.

The report studies the business
district that includes Riverside
Inn, Carmen’s Foreign Car Re-
pair, Swan Cleaners, Posh Salon,
Chapman Bros. Plumbing, Heat-
ing and Air Conditioning, Marino’s
Seafood and Restaurant, Bar
Americana, Goodman Realty, Puff
and Stuff, Deco Salon, Hunan
Wok, Cranford Hair Salon, Island
Tans and a gas station, as well as
township-owned property — the
fire house, parking lot on North
Union and Springfield Avenues,
the vacant MDTV building, and a
driveway and parking areas ad-
jacent to the Raritan Valley train

line.
Some owners said they heard

about the study by word of mouth.
The owner of Riverside Inn,
known to some as The Dive,
posted on Facebook a campaign
to Save The Dive after he heard
that his property could be taken
by eminent domain. When Mayor
Thomas Hannen, Jr. stated The
Dive was never supposed to be in
the study, the crowd cheered,
and Riverside Inn owner Peter
Jacobs gave a “thumbs up” to
The Westfield Leader while tak-
ing his photograph after the an-
nouncement. The township com-
mittee would need to vote to
exclude it from the condemna-

Board Continues Review of
South Ave. Development Plan

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The planning
board continued its discussions
last Wednesday on the South
Avenue I (Casale/Petro Site) site
plan review. The plan calls for
construction of 298 units.

Russo Development’s senior
vice-president and civil engineer,
Douglas G. Bartels, described the
development’s structural dimen-
sions and chosen construction ma-
terials to the board. Mr. Bartels
verified that the board agrees the
engineering specifics are feasible
while acknowledging residents
interests in the design process.

Russo Development attorney
Christopher Minks said Russo has
worked extensively with the plan-
ning board and that the borough
has hired professionals to in-
clude all feasible design features
into the final site plan.

Mr. Minks said upon planning

board member Gene Jannotti’s
request the developer has looked
into providing electric-car charg-
ing stations inside South Avenue
I’s parking garage.

“It’s a way to better the prod-
uct,” said Mr. Minks, referring to
the added design feature pro-
posed by Mr. Jannotti.

Mr. Minks said each parking
garage floor will be fitted with
resident security access only for
each floor. He said an electronic
key will recognize each floor’s
resident when they access the
building from their parking ga-
rage floor.

Mr. Bartels said the demolition
process should take six to nine
months. Mr. Minks added that
the demolition process will be
“piecemeal” in nature because
the materials being handled are
environmentally sensitive. Mr.
Minks said the Environmental Pro-
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SAVE MARINO’S...As Michael Tears, co-owner of Marino's restaurant, stands at the podium at last Wednesday’s
Cranford Planning Board meeting to discuss the proposed condemnation area in need of redevelopment study for North
Avenue East, audience member Wayne Hayes stands to shout his support for Marino’s.
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PRELIMINARY REPORT...Mike Mistretta of Harbor Consultants discusses
the findings of a preliminary report for the redevelopment of North Avenue East
during last Wednesday’s Cranford Planning Board meeting. Eighteen proper-
ties are included in the study for the stretch that is listed as a condemnation area
in need of redevelopment.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE


