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 Photographs by Leader/Times
Reporter Fred Rossi on Exhibit

Washington School Players Bring
‘The Show of Shows’ to Life

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — For 71 years,
Washington (formerly Grant)
School parents have joined together
to write, choreograph, direct, pro-
duce and star in the school show as
their largest annual fundraiser. This
year’s production, “The Show of
Shows,” performed last Saturday at
Westfield High School, provided a
glimpse into that process.

Set in Westfield after a Sandy-
like superstorm has ravaged the
town, it follows the passion and
determination of local residents to
restore it to its former glory.

The audience got to witness the
magic that happens when people
from different backgrounds and pos-
sessing various talents work together
toward a common goal.

The show’s path toward that goal
is full of humorous interactions, well
choreographed dance numbers and
colorful costumes.

And of course, there are a couple of
devious villains who get in the way.
But even such obstacles prove hu-
morous, especially when said villains
(Mark Parmelee and Jenn Moshier)
are employed by “Bad Guys, Inc.,”
have perfectly in sync maniacal
laughs, and channel a bit of Dr. Evil
from the Austin Powers movies.

They are no match for our heroes,
the citizens of Westfield. From po-
lice officers to firemen to realtors,
from regular folk to a real-life Tony-
nominated composer who is a
former Westfield resident and stu-
dent, the efforts of everyone work-
ing together saves the day.

Ray Garguilo, who directed this
year’s show with Amanda Ayers,
told The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
this year’s production was even

more of a collaborative effort than
usual, extending beyond the Wash-
ington School community.

With extensive auditorium reno-
vations underway in the middle
schools, the show couldn’t take
place on its familiar stage at
Roosevelt Intermediate School.
This not only meant finding another
venue, but downsizing from three
performances over a weekend to
two performances on a single day.

They also had to accommodate
an earlier date, which meant re-
hearsals, typically held the whole
month of January, had to begin dur-
ing the busy holiday season. They
took place in hallways and cafete-
rias until just days before the per-
formance as the stage was occupied
by other events. However,
everyone’s commitment to the
project never wavered.

Mr. Garguilo was particularly ap-
preciative of how accommodating
Westfield High School was, espe-
cially the group of students who
volunteered their time to implement
the lighting and sound, offering their
own creative suggestions.

“They were so mature and tal-
ented,” he said. “They made every-
thing so much easier. I can’t say
enough about those kids.”

He said the script, which has al-
ways been written by one person,
was also a collaborative effort this
year. Parents exchanged ideas and
created it as a team.

Highlights included a “Dance
Off” between the police and fire
departments, the real Washington
School principal, Andrew Perry, and
his staff performing “I Want You
Back,” and the annual couples’ num-
ber, “Time of My Life,” featuring
dance lifts and “carrying a water-
melon” with a nod to the movie

Dirty Dancing.
Danielle Michaeli, Jodi Lee,

Christine Radlmann, Amanda Ayers,
Anthony Tessitore, Kevin Vedder
and John Moshier wowed the audi-
ence with strong solo and small
group vocal performances.

This year’s men’s number had
them grooving in Wonder Woman
tees, wigs and gold skirts to “That’s
My Girl,” eliciting hoots and hollers
from the crowd.

Another unique twist this year
was transforming the show’s trade-
mark “muck and mire” lines into
comical recurring characters (Paul
Ayers and John Moshier).

The talented band not only pro-
vided music throughout the show,
but additionally entertained the
waiting crowd with two powerful
Tom Petty covers and other tributes
in memoriam. Musical co-director
Kevin Callahan provided lead vo-
cals for “The Waiting” and new-
comer Paul Grygiel led “I Won’t
Back Down.”

Mr. Garguilo expressed extra
gratitude to Mr. Perry and the teach-
ers for giving up so much of their
free time, including lunch hours, to
participate.

“Everyone was so flexible,” he
said. “I can’t thank them enough.”

“The Show of Shows” was pro-
duced by Eva O’Neil,  Brian
Tortorella, Cami Carulli and Matt
Kennedy.

The Parent Teacher Organization
(PTO) will utilize the fundraiser
proceeds for classroom resources,
teacher grants, school enhancements
and additional programs.

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders is pre-
senting an exhibit of photography by
Fred T. Rossi of Scotch Plains in the
gallery space at the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs, located at 633 Pearl Street in
Elizabeth. Mr. Rossi is a reporter and
photographer for The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. In addition to his
coverage of the Scotch Plains Town-
ship Council he writes a travel series
each summer. A selection of his work
entitled “Over There: A Photo Ex-
hibit of Travels in Europe” is on dis-
play at the Pearl Street Gallery until
Saturday, March 31. Gallery hours
are 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. weekdays.

“We are pleased to have Mr.
Rossi’s photographs on display,” said
Freeholder Chairman Sergio
Granados. “The exhibit showcases
Mr. Rossi’s skills as a fine travel
photographer.”

Mr. Rossi says of his work, “I am
mostly self-taught in photography,
with a little help over the years from
my mother and my brother-in-law.
Since I bought myself a good camera
10 years ago (and learned how to use
more than just the shutter release
button), I’ve been learning new tech-
niques as I try to define my own
personal style.”

He enjoys traveling, both in the
U.S. and in Europe, with some of his
favorite spots being the Jersey Shore,
Los Angeles, Amsterdam, France and
Iceland — and his hometown of
Scotch Plains. “Every time my plane

heads down the runway toward take-
off, I remind myself how fortunate I
am to be able to travel to places I
dreamt of seeing when I was
younger.”

Mr. Rossi exhibited a wide array
of his European photographs at the
Scotch Plains Public Library in De-
cember 2016 and has another exhi-
bition at the library planned for July
2018.  His photographs of landmarks
and other sites in Scotch Plains are
on permanent display at the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building. While
he works on building a better website

for his works, Mr. Rossi’s photo-
graphs can be viewed at https://
www.facebook.com/jerzeyphoto/.

Union County artists (whose works
can be hung on a wall) interested in
exhibiting in the gallery space are
welcome to apply. For more infor-
mation about the Pearl Street Gal-
lery or other programs, contact the
Union County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs, 633 Pearl Street,
Elizabeth, or by calling (908) 558-
2550. NJ Relay users can dial 711.
The e-mail address is
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

Christie Storms for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
IT’S RAINING MEN...The always popular men’s number during Washington
School Players’ performance of “The Show of Shows” at WHS on Saturday.

723 Keep Street, Linden                      $250,000. 
Surprisingly larger than you’d expect, this lovingly maintained Cape of-
fers an updated kitchen opening to the family room with sliding glass 
door to the patio and fenced yard.. A cordial living room & formal dining 
room, sun lit bedrooms  and a basement rec room welcome you home.  

28 Fairfield Avenue, Cranford                   $775.000. 
Boasting 3950SF of living space + 1650 in the finished basement, this six 
bedroom three and one half bath home welcomes all. The sunlit family 
room with fireplace & wine refrigerator flows to the updated eat-in kitch-
en. A wonderful amenity is the separate suite of rooms on the 2nd floor. 

236 Grove Street, Westfield     $600,000. 
A close to so much location is home to this classic Colonial. Charm re-
sides in the formal dining room with glass door china closet, living room 
and sunny den. The updated eat-in kitchen has stainless appliances, there 
are four sizable bedrooms, updated baths, finished basement and a deck.  

34 Cowperthwaite Place, Westfield                               $500,000. 
Spacious one floor living around the corner from Westfield’s notable 
downtown!  The expansive living room with fireplace opens to the formal 
dining room and the family room. The kitchen is eat-in and has lots of 
cabinets. There’s a master suite, basement storage, deck and  much more. 

834 Johnston Drive, Watchung                $2,200.000. 
Resort style living is yours in the architectural designed masterpiece with 
an open floor plan for endless sunlight & fabulous NYC views. Natural 
materials such as copper, cedar & marble highlight the interior while an 
in-ground pool, patios & fountains enhance the exterior.  

227 Kings Court, Mountainside                                $849,000. 
Resting at the “Top of the Woods” this home entices you with a quiet 
sophistication, felt in the living room with fireplace, sunny family room 
with skylights and the gourmet kitchen. There’s a first floor master suite, 
three second floor bedroom suites, a finished basement and tri-level deck. 
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