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 290 Hands Create Mural at
Westfield’s Jefferson School

WHS Key Club Members
Volunteer During the Holidays

Applications Available for
DeLeeuw Scholarship

ALL HANDS ON DECK...Celebrating the completion of a 160-foot mural in the
Jefferson Elementary School’s hallway are, from left to right, standing: Westfield
third graders Gavin Martin, Jayden Cummings, Sonya Seideman, Regan Stevens
and Jake Florio, and fourth graders Daniel Garcia and Hannah Linsen, with
Principal Susie Hung. First row includes fourth graders Ashley Garcia and Kayla
Genlot, along with fifth graders Claire Gallagher, Canya Nematadzira, Hannah
Ramdath, Victoria Marmarou and Isaiah Louison. The group poses at the section
of the mural depicting the front of the school and its clock. A total of 290 third-,
fourth- and fifth-grade students each participated in 20-minute sessions creating
scenes which represent their school and town.

Leffelholz Earns
Dean’s List at Curry
MILTON, Mass. – Curry College

has announced that Zach Leffelholz
of Westfield has been named to the
Dean's List for the Fall 2017 semes-
ter.

To qualify for the Dean's List, stu-
dents must earn a 3.30 GPA, have no
incompletes, and have no grade lower
than a "C" for the semester.

Oak Knoll School to
Host Discovery Day

SUMMIT – Oak Knoll School of
the Holy Child has announced it will
host a special Discovery Day this
Saturday, January 20, for elementary
school-aged boys and girls to experi-
ence innovative, interactive, fun and
inspiring activities.

A variety of age-appropriate work-
shops will be available for boys and
girls pre-K (four) through grade 6
offering activities including creating
their own cartoon, exploring the world
using virtual reality, whipping up a
fresh, homemade batch of snowflake
slime and more.

The event, which is free and open
to the public, will take place from 10
to 11:30 a.m. on Oak Knoll’s 11-acre
campus in Summit. Pre-registration
is required. For more information
about Oak Knoll, visit oakknoll.org
or call (908) 522-8109.

ANGELS FOR ACTION HELPERS...Teens from the Westfield High School Key
Club and their Kiwanis Club of Greater Westfield adults gather for a photo at the
end of the December 9 holiday craft party they hosted for children at the non-profit
organization in Plainfield.

SCOTCH PLAINS – High-school
seniors wishing to apply for the
Adele DeLeeuw Scholarship should
obtain applications now from their
school guidance office. The schol-
arships range from $1,000 to $5,000.
The deadline for submission of ap-
plications is Wednesday, March 7.

Previous DeLeeuw Scholarship
recipients already in college are eli-
gible to re-apply. They must submit
complete official transcripts of col-
lege grades with a new application.

This is the 23rd year the scholar-
ships have been offered. To date,
the Adele DeLeeuw Scholarship
Fund, which is a fund of the
Plainfield Foundation, has awarded
more than $1 million.  The awards
are made in accordance with the
terms of a bequest from Ms.
DeLeeuw, author of 75 books, as
well as a journalist and arts activist.

The Plainfield Rotary Scholar-
ship Foundation, headed by Michael
R. Townley, acts as selector for the
scholarships. Area Rotary clubs as-
sist in the selection process. Only
students attending high schools in
Plainfield, North Plainfield, South
Plainfield, Warren, Watchung,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood and Edison
are eligible. Location of high school,
not a student’s residence, is the

qualifying factor. The student must
also be accepted to an accredited
college or university.

Applicants must plan to major in
one of the following areas of study:
art, poetry, writing, journalism or
engineering. They must demonstrate
the scholastic aptitude and interest
to pursue study in one of these speci-
fied areas.  They also must prove
financial need.

Interested students should con-
sult their guidance counselors to
obtain the necessary application in-
formation or go to the Plainfield/
North Plainfield Rotary Club
website at rotarypnp.org/cs-adele-
deleeuw-scholarship.php. Ques-
tions may be directed to Johanna
Salvemini, scholarship administra-
tor, at (908) 755-8098.

WESTFIELD – This past holiday
season was a productive one for the
Westfield High School (WHS) Key
Club. Under the direction of adviser
and WHS teacher K.C. McKinley and
Key Club President Sarah Ward, the
community service-minded club vol-
unteered in a variety of activities.

The Key Club assisted Downtown
Westfield with Photos with Santa at
Lord &Taylor the weekend that kicked
off the season. In early December, the
teens joined one night with their adult
sponsors, the Kiwanis Club of Greater
Westfield, to stuff stockings with do-
nated toiletries for the Visions and
Pathways, a not-for-profit that assists
teens who are transitioning from foster
care to independent living. “It was
energizing to be around the teens and
their enthusiasm in helping us that
night,” said J.M. Jones, the president
of the adult club.

In mid-December the teens planned

and hosted a craft/holiday party for
children at Angels for Action in
Plainfield, where they read stories and
worked one-on-one with children from
ages 4  to 10. The students who worked
on the project enjoyed the afternoon
along with their Kiwanis Liaison Ad-
viser Susan Dougherty as chaperone.

Also in mid-December, half a dozen
teens joined Key Club President Sarah
Ward to play BINGO with the resi-
dents at Genesis in Westfield.  Sarah
said it was a terrific day spending time
with the seniors, who enjoyed the prizes
that the teens brought.

Then, at their December afterschool
meeting, the teens wrote letters to Santa
as part of Macy’s “Believe” project to
raise money for charity.

For more information about the adult
club that oversees this worthwhile teen
club, contact the president of Kiwanis
Club of Greater Westfield, J.M. Jones,
at grayfdir@gmail.com.

WESTFIELD – The year 2017
ended on a bright note at Jefferson
Elementary School in Westfield as
students put the finishing touches on
the giant mural spanning the
building’s main hallway.  A total of
290 third-, fourth- and fifth-grade
students each participated in 20-
minute sessions creating scenes
which represent their school and
town.  Jefferson traditions such as
Walk to School Day, the school’s
playground and garden, and provid-
ing lunches for the homeless are de-
picted in the paintings. The project
also celebrated familiar Westfield
landmarks including Tamaques Park,
the Armory and the train station.

Co-presidents of the Jefferson
PTO, Chitra Singh and Wendy
Rotella, explained that the project
took one year from planning to
completion, with parents volunteer-
ing to prepare the walls with base
coats of color prior to the three
weeks of student participation. Pre-
liminary sketches were under the
guidance of artist Caren Frost
Olmsted of Morris Arts. The fund-
ing for the mural, which spans 160
feet in length, was made possible
through the PTO with enthusiastic
endorsement by students and staff.

Fifth grader Claire Gallagher
stated, “I really like that everybody
in the school put their piece on it;
even when we move on to a differ-
ent school, it will be here.”  Victoria
Marmarou agreed, saying, “I really
enjoyed that we made a mark on the
school that will be here forever.”
Third grader Jake Florio added, “All
these parts of Westfield are repre-
sented and I like seeing the town.”

In addition to painting scenes de-
picting the town and the school,
words of inspiration were included
within the mural. Jefferson Princi-
pal Susie Hung explained, “We
wanted the messages to carry senti-
ments of kindness and to encourage
belief in oneself.” Some of the quo-
tations include: “You can do any-
thing you set your mind to” and
“Kindness begins with me.”

When asked how she feels about
the mural, fifth grader Canya
Nematadzira said, “I like how it
tells us to believe in ourselves.”
Regan Stevens, who is in the third
grade, remarked, “Besides repre-
senting our school, we got to paint
on the walls!”

Resetar Attains Elon
Univ. President's List
ELON, N.C. – Nicole A. Resetar has

been named to the President's List for
the 2017 Fall semester·at Elon Univer-
sity.

The President's List is composed of
students with no grade below an A-
minus in a minimum of 12 semester
hours.

Ms. Resetar is the daughter of An-
drew Resetar and Karen Resetar of
Garwood.

She is a finance major and account-
ing minor. Ms. Resetar will graduate in
May and will work at Ernst & Young
after graduation.

MCGINN DOES IT AGAIN...The student body of McGinn School responded
overwhelmingly to the call for gently used plastic toys. Thanks to Kelly Sachetti,
the PTA moms, and the help of McGinn’s fourth graders, they were able to collect,
inspect, clean and bag 830 toys within an hour of the school bell. They certainly
helped make magic this holiday season for so many children served by the Union
County Council for Young Children. As a bonus, the children at McGinn
experienced firsthand the importance of giving and the special feeling of helping
others less fortunate. Second Chance Toys was grateful for the toy donation.

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
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Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor
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kaplowlaw@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
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· Custody ·  Child Support
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Erin Hayes Named to
Dean's List at Stonehill

EASTON, Mass. – Erin Hayes, a
member of the Class of 2021 from
Scotch Plains, has been named to the
Fall 2017 Dean's List at Stonehill
College.

Ms. Hayes is majoring in astronomy
and is a graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School.

To qualify for the Dean's List, stu-
dents must have a semester grade
point average of 3.50 or better and
must have completed successfully all
courses for which they were regis-
tered.

Local Student Attains
Dean’s List at Fisher
College of Business

COLUMBUS, Ohio – Brendan
Glenn, a 2017 Westfield High
School graduate, has been named to
the Fall 2017 Dean’s List at The
Ohio State University Fisher School
of Business.

Students completing a minimum
of 12 graded credit hours with a
GPA of 3.5 or higher earn Dean's
List.

‘Night of Love Songs’ Set
At Westfield High School

Community Invited to Big
Band Swing Dance, Concert

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

UNION – The rhythm and sound of
Swing/Big Band music will turn Sun-
day afternoon, January 21, into a fes-
tive break from the winter blues. The
public is invited to put on their danc-
ing shoes or just sit back and relax
from 1 to 3 p.m. in the auditorium of
the YM-YWHA of Union County,
and enjoy the 10th annual Swing
Dance.

Open to all for dancing or listening
pleasure, this popular event is free to
seniors, youth and their families. A
$10 donation is requested from oth-
ers who attend the Big Band perfor-
mance, which is sponsored by the
National Council of Jewish Women,

Union County Section (NCJW) and
the “Y.”

The featured band will be the re-
nowned Full Count Big Band, based
in Roselle Park. This 18-piece con-
temporary Big Band is one of the
leading jazz/swing orchestras in New
Jersey. The group boasts the bold and
rich harmonies of five saxes, four
trombones and four trumpets which
are complemented by the dynamic
play of a full jazz rhythm ensemble of
piano, bass drums and guitar. A vo-
calist, Rose Nova, will enhance the
classic Big Band sound.

Both listeners and dancers can sing
along, tap their feet or dance the
afternoon away. Refreshments will
be served. The “Y,” a barrier-free
facility, is located at 501 Green Lane,
Union. For directions or in the event
of inclement weather, call the “Y” at
(908) 289-8112. For information
about NCJW, e-mail
ncjwunion@yahoo.com.

A food collection for people in
need will take place in the lobby of
the “Y.” Please bring a gift of non-
perishable food which will be distrib-
uted to food pantries serving those
less fortunate.

This program is made possible in
part by a HEART (History, Educa-
tion, Arts Reaching Thousands) Grant
from the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders.

Local Students Earn Dean’s
List at Bucknell University

LEWISBURG, Pa. – Bucknell
University has released its Dean's
List for outstanding academic
achievement during the Fall semes-
ter of the 2017-2018 academic year.
A student must earn a grade point
average of 3.5 or higher on a scale of
4.0 to receive Dean's List recogni-
tion.

Students include: Julie Byrne,
Class of 2019 from Cranford; Grace

Cook, Class of 2019 from Westfield;
Jack Foley, Class of 2018 from
Westfield; Olivia Loggia, Class of
2020 from Westfield; Morgan
McAlister, Class of 2018 from
Westfield; Autumn Patterson, Class
of 2019 from Westfield; Chris Why,
Class of 2019 from Westfield; Brian
Lapham, Class of 2019 from Scotch
Plains; and Ari Rosenzweig, Class
of 2020 from Scotch Plains.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
High School Choir Department will
perform "A Night of Love Songs"
on Saturday, February 10, at 7 p.m.,
in the WHS Cafeteria B, under the
direction of John Brzozowski, choir
director, and Maureen Francis, cho-
rus teacher. The doors open at 6:30
p.m.

While having coffee and desserts,
enjoy an evening of solo and group
performances by members of the
Westfield High School Choir. In
addition, there will be gift baskets
to silent auction as well as a 50/50
raffle. Tickets will be sold at the
door and are $5 per student and $10
per adult.

This event is being sponsored by
the Westfield Choral Parents Asso-
ciation, Inc., and the proceeds will
be applied toward choral perfor-
mance opportunities for the stu-
dents, such as trips, clinics and spe-
cial events. For more information,

or to make a monetary or other
charitable donation, contact Susan
Pink at pinkinnj@gmail.com or
Scott Singer at
scottdsinger@verizon.net
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