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A 24-12 first-quarter jump gave
The Patrick School girls basketball
team enough margin to outpace the
Cranford Lady Cougars, 66-54, at
Cranford High School on January 9.
The Patrick School upped its record
to 7-2 with its only losses coming at
the hands of Roselle Catholic and
Rock Creek Christian of Maryland.
The Cougars slipped to 3-4.

During that 24-12 first-quarter spurt
The Pats’ Brenna Cody sank eight of
her 10 points and Madison Ruddy,
who finished with 14 points, includ-

ing four 3-pointers, banged a pair of
3-pointers in the process. Lashae
Dwyer put in four points, while Aliyah
Williams, Akyia Baker and Shadajah
Thomas each scored two points. Cou-
gars Camryn Wichelns and Charlotte
VanWhy each netted four points, and
Olivia Speer and Caroline McCaffery
each put in two points.

The Cougars did cut The Pats’ mar-
gin by four points when they won the
second quarter 17-13 to make the
score at the half, 37-29. Wichelns
nailed a pair of 3-pointers and
McCaffery scored three points, while
Speer, VanWhy and Lauren Santarelli
each scored two points. Dwyer scored
four more for The Pats and Tahirah
Kelley put up three points. Williams,
Quannia McDowell and Ruddy scored
two points apiece.

The Pats’ 19-12 third-quarter run
put the game out of reach for the
Cougars. Dwyer led The Patrick
School with 16 points. Wichelns led
all scorers with 19 points (4 3-point-
ers) and pulled six rebounds. VanWhy
finished with eight points, two assists,
two steals and three rebounds. Lauren
Santarelli finished with seven points
and three rebounds. Speer had six

CBA Edges Blue Devils, 87-83
In Boys Swimming Showdown

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

In a showdown between top boys’
varsity swimming teams Christian
Brothers Academy and Westfield, it
was Christian Brothers Academy
(CBA) that proved to be just a bit
better during an 87-83 victory in a
meet held January 11 at the Westfield
“Y” pool. CBA and Westfield dueled
back and forth throughout the meet
with the only real separation occur-

ring during the 500-freestyle in which
the visitors swept first, second and
third places on their way to collecting
13 points in the decisive race.

CBA’s Sam Rennard, a double event
winner on the day, captured the 500-
free in 4:56.34 with teammates Tom
Shea (5:03.42) and Kevin Truscia
(5:06.31) coming in second and third
places. Westfield’s top finisher in the
event was Tommy Moore (5:20.06).

“We definitely had a weak showing
in the 500-free,” said Westfield se-
nior Ryan Bebel. “That may have
been the difference in the overall
points. But really, we were hoping to
gain more points in the 50-free and
the Fly, so there were a lot of factors.”

Westfield opened the meet with a
victory in the 200-medley relay. The
team of Ryan Bebel, Steve Warren,
Colin Daniel and Cooper Prieto turned
in a winning time of 1:37.78 ahead of
CBA second place finishers Peter
Wright, Joey West, Dmitri Maldonado
and Ryan Burke who finished in
1:41,55.

CBA’s Paul Retterer won the 200-
freestyle in 1:46.35 ahead of Ryan
Bebel (1:49.28) and CBA teammate
Tom Shea (1:50.48). Rennard then
took first place in the 200-Individual
Medley (IM) (1:59.48) followed by
Westfield’s Colin Daniel (2:00.96).
Liam Morris (2:02.09) of CBA was
third.

Eric Bebel took the 50-free for the
Blue Devils, winning in 22.51. CBA’s
Peter Warshaw (22.90) was second

with Westfield’s Prieto (23:21) fin-
ishing third. At the break, the two
teams were separated by just two
points with CBA holding to a thin 32-
30 lead.

Dmitri Maldonado took the 100-
fly for CBA in 54.02, nudging out
Colin Daniel (54.79). CBA’s Peter
Warshaw was third (54.98). Eric Bebel
came back to win the 100-free in
49.11. CBA’s Peter Wright (49.58)
was second. Blue Devil Prieto (50.49)
took third. Westfield collected 10
points in the event but still trailed by
two points, 48-46 after six events.

The 500-free would be the turning
point in the meet with CBA’s 1-2-3
finish helping them gain a 13-3 ad-
vantage in the event and extending
the team points lead to 61-49.

Needing points, Westfield came
back to take the 200-free relay where
Eric Bebel, Conor Heffernan, Prieto
and Daniel won in 1:31.60 ahead of
CBA’s Maldonado, Mason Wolf,
Coleby Ramsey and Warshaw
(1:33.49). Westfield’s Teddy

Diamantopolous, Johnny Stiles, Zack
Yousseff and Jack Cifelli came in
third in 1:33.54. The Blue Devils
gained 10 points in the event to pull
within 65-59.

In a thrilling finish, Ryan Bebel
won the 100-backstroke in :54. But
CBA mitigated the damage by earn-
ing points for second and third place
finishes by Wright (54.12) and
Retterer (54.19).

The Blue Devils got another first

place finish in the 100-breast where
Steve Warren (57.93) beat out CBA’s
Ben Dupree (1:02.33) and Joey West
(1:02.89).

Heading into the final event of the
day, the 400-free relay, the Blue Dev-
ils trailed 81-75 and needed a 1-2
finish in the event to win. Westfield
took first place in the event with Eric
Bebel, Conor Heffernan,
Diamantopolous and Ryan Bebel post-
ing a time of 3:18.59. The Blue Devils
could not get the second part of the
equation though as CBA teams took
second and third places in the event,
good enough for six points and an 87-
83 victory.

“I think that although we would
have liked to win today, we are happy
with where we are right now,” said
Ryan Bebel. “We are still trying to
move some guys around as we opti-
mize our ability to gain points. We are
moving in the right direction.”

Westfield fell to 5-2 on the season,
while Christian Brothers Academy
improved to 6-1.

points and four rebounds. KC Pringle
had five points, six rebounds and a
pair of assists. Caroline Kelly sank
four free throws and added three as-
sists and three rebounds. McCaffery
finished with five points and five re-
bounds.
The Patrick School 24 13 19 10 66
Cranford 12 17 12 13 54

The Patrick School Girls Outpace
Cranford Cougar Cagers, 66-54

third period, Schork demonstrated his
agility with a slick counter-spin
takedown to secure victory.

“I had to fight through all of my
matches today. I couldn’t hold any-
one down so I had to put it in neutral
for all of my matches. I think my
stand up is very good and that rever-
sal was key to victory. That gave me
a lead and I wore him down,” Schork
said.

Becoming a UCT wrestling champ
almost did not happen for Schork.

“I really wasn’t going to wrestle
this year. I wanted to stick to my
football training because I didn’t want
to get hurt during wrestling but the
coaches worked with me every single
day and made me get better. If it
wasn’t for them, I wouldn’t be where
I am,” Schork revealed.

Wustefeld, ranked No. 1 in the state
at 195-lbs, spent very little time on
the mat with a 45-second fall and a
22-second fall to reach the finals to
face Cougar Dylan Budnik. Wustefeld
recorded a pancake takedown, a 3-
point nearfall and a single-leg lift &
trip takedown before stopping Budnik
with a pancake in 3:56.

After recording a 1:32 half nelson/
tight waist pin in his first bout, Budnik

also used his football skills with a
devastating double-leg tackle then
turned Shimei Paige (R) to his back in
5:18 with an arm bar/wrist maneuver
in the semifinal bout.

“Coach has been telling me all week
to take shots. I have been following
the game plan and things are working
out. Before the semifinals started, we
were in third place. We are climbing
up the charts right now. Everyone is
wrestling well. I feel pretty good about
the outcome today,” Budnik said af-
ter his semifinal bout.

Composto, a sophomore, claimed
the title when he recorded five
takedowns, which included an ankle
pick, a low-side single, a long arm
drag and a single-leg back trip, to go
with a couple of tilt nearfalls to grab
an 18-3, 5:46 technical fall over
Patrick Phillips (B). Composto also
pinned his previous two opponents.

“The tilts I was just doing tight
waist tilts. That’s what I go to all year.
Takedowns. I was trying to concen-
trate on my shots. If my shots were
stopped, I knew the head would be
there, so I used a front head a couple
of times. If I just keep this up, good
things will come,” Composto said.

Hoerle, a sophomore who won the

106-lb title last year, stormed with a
pair of 17-2 tech falls to reach the
113-lb title bout where he began with
a side-single takedown, added an arm
drag takedown, a reversal and a high
crotch takedown to earn a 9-4 deci-
sion over John Ojeda (L).

“I wasn’t getting what I wanted to
get to. I wasn’t getting any backs.
That kind of messed my confidence a
little bit. I just went to my second
options the arm bars, stayed to a single
and dragged it by and got the
takedowns,” explained Hoerle, who
added, “It feels good. I experienced it
last year. I experienced it again but
that’s not the goal. The goal is Atlan-
tic City.”

Blue Devil Isaiah Reese began his
journey to the 160-lb title bout with a
1:44 fall ove Giovanni Zuena (U)
then recorded a pair of takedowns to
defeat Malachi Dye (E), 5-2, in the
semis. Reese had to drag Dye back
onto the mat by his leg to get his first
takedown but he used a double leg
tackle for the second takedown.

“He [Head Coach Glen Kurz] said
all I have to do is wrestle the way we
do in practice. Hard work pays off.
Whenever we are out here, we are

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE that on the 10th day of
January, 2018 the Planning Board of the
Township of Cranford, in the County of
Union took the following action:

1. Application ## PBA-17-00010:
Adopted a Resolution of Memorialization
granting approval to 322 Walnut, LLC,
Applicant, to permit a subdivision by right,
without any variances requested. Known
as Block: 488, Lot: 15 as designated on the
Township Tax Map, also known as 322
Walnut Avenue in the R-2 Zone.

Donna Pedde
Board Secretary

1 T - 1/18/18, The Leader Fee: $16.83

Cougar Cagers Beat
GL Highlanders, 52-27

The Cranford High School girls
basketball team improved to 5-4 with
a 52-27 victory over the Governor
Livingston Highlanders in Berkeley
Heights on January 13. Cam Wichelns
led the Lady Cougars with 19 points,
10 rebounds and two steals, and KC
Pringle put in 12 points, while pulling
10 rebounds and adding a pair of
steals.

Charlotte VanWhy scored five
points, including a 3-pointer, Caroline
McCaffery had four points and
Meghan Santarelli had three points
and three rebounds. Olivia Speer had
six rebounds and two points. Caroline
Kelly had three assists, five rebounds
and two points.

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DRAGGING HIM BACK IN...Blue Devil Isaiah Reese drags Malachi Dye (Elizabeth) back to the circle and records a
takedown in his 160-lb semifinal bout. Reese defeated Dye, 5-2, to advance to the championship bout.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TAKING SECOND IN THE 200-IM..Blue Devil Colin Daniel, working the backstroke leg of the 200-Individual Medley,
placed second in the event with a time of 2:00.46 in the meet against Christian Brothers Academy on January 11.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING HER MOVE...Cougar senior Camryn Wichelns, No. 32, makes a move toward the basket in the game against The
Patrick School on January 9. Wichelns led all scorers with 19 points, including four 3-pointers, in the 66-54 loss.
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