
Page 10  Thursday, January 18, 2018 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

More than a decade before John
Travolta and the Bee Gees made Sat-
urday Night Fever a part of American
culture, the WHS boys swimming
teams had already caught it big-time.

During the winters of 1965 and
1966, the Westfield High swim teams
took their Saturday night act to such
diverse venues as Yale University, the
Lawrenceville School and Princeton
University.

The ’65 team lost to the Princeton
University freshmen on Feb. 13, end-
ing a 45-meet winning streak. The
following week they won counties
and they followed that on Feb. 27 by
capturing the prestigious Eastern
Interscholastics. They capped the sea-
son on March 13 with a resounding
state championship.

It was one of the toughest stretches
in the history of New Jersey high
school swimming. But the 1966 team
actually took it up a couple of notches,
adding the Yale freshmen and the
powerful Lawrenceville School to the
mix. After losing to Yale on the final
relay, WHS beat Lawrenceville,
avenged the ’65 Princeton loss, and
then steamrolled through counties,
Easterns and states.

Both teams capped their seasons by
winning the YMCA National cham-
pionships.

1965: Princeton frosh 53, Westfield
42: On Feb. 13, in a winner-take-all
final relay, the WHS foursome of Doug
McOwen, Tom McCoy, Harvey
Gerber and Peter Heesch set a school
record (1:29.7) but finished second.
Other school records set that day were
by Heesch (100 free), Gerber (butter-
fly) and John Ketcham (100 back).

Union County championships: On
Feb. 20, WHS captured all 11 events,
with nine different individual win-
ners – Gerber (200), McOwen (50),
Roger Leonard (IM), Mike Ward
(dive), Chip Demarest (butterfly),
Heesch (100), Ketcham (back), Bob
Sinsheimer (400) and Gregg
Smolenski (breast).

Eastern Interscholastics: On Feb.
27, the victorious Blue Devils won
six events, set three meet records and
scored a meet record 83 points. Steve
McCoy led a 1-2-3-4 sweep by the
divers on Friday night. Gerber (but-
terfly), Heesch (100), Ketcham (back)
and Perkowski (breast) won their
events, with Perkowski setting a na-
tional record. Ketcham, Perkowski,
Demarest and McOwen won the med-
ley relay by 5.4 seconds.

State championships: On March 13,
the Blue Devils returned to Dillon
Pool and scored 112 points and won
seven events, including another 1-2-
3-4 diving sweep (S. McCoy, Terry
Gass, Jeff Schaub and Bruce McLay)
and a 1-2-3 in the 100 breast. McOwen
(50), Demarest (butterfly), Ketcham
(back) and Perkowski (breast) were
individual winners. Ketcham,
Perkowski, Gerber and Heesch won
the medley in 1:39.5, 9.5 seconds
ahead of runnerup Trenton, bettering
the listed national mark. Coach Joe
Della Badia entered his ‘B’ free relay
– Greg Klaiber, Leonard, Bruce
Haertlein and Rich Trenner – and
they not only won the event, but broke
the state meet record.

Devil’s Den
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WHS Swimmers Had
Saturday Night Fever

In 1965, Westfield swimmers (from left) John Ketcham, Harvey Gerber, Dave
Perkowski and Peter Heesch set school, county, state and national records in the
medley relay.

YMCA Nationals: April 22-24, the
Westfield Y hosted the national meet
and outscored defending champion
Lawson Branch of Chicago by a 114-
71 margin. Heesch (50 free) and
Perkowski (100 breast) took their
specialties with national records, S.
McCoy won the 3-meter diving, and
the locals set national records in win-
ning the 400 free (T. McCoy,
Perkowski, Ketcham and Heesch) and
400 medley (Ketcham, Perkowski,
Gerber, Heesch) relays.

1966: Yale frosh 51, Westfield 44:
On Jan. 29, the Blue Devils set two
school records and tied a third, but the
Eli freshmen won their 35th in a row.
McOwen won the 50 free in 22.3,
breaking the record he shared with
Heesch. Then McOwen tied Heesch’s
record in the 100 free (49.3). Gerber
topped his own mark in the 100 but-
terfly with a 54.4. Westfield led 43-36
with two events to go, but the Eli went
1-2 in the 100 breaststroke, then won
the 400 free relay.

Westfield 48, Lawrenceville 47: On
Feb. 5, Della Badia made a couple of
sly moves to pull out a victory. Know-
ing the Big Red were weak in the
backstroke, he moved Ketcham into
the 200 individual medley, where he
upset Fred Tullis. T. McCoy’s win in
the 100 back cemented Uncle Joe’s
status as a shrewd strategist. John
Greene, third in the Yale loss the
previous Saturday, won the 100 breast
to clinch the meet. McLay and Schaub
went 1-2 in diving.

Westfield 53, Princeton frosh 42:

On Feb. 12, the Devils returned to
Dillon Pool and avenged their lone
loss of 1965. McOwen, Ketcham and
T. McCoy set school records to lead
the way. McOwen’s 21.9 broke his
two-week-old mark and was the No. 1
time in the country. It was just .4 of a
second off the national mark.
Ketcham’s 56.0 took a half-second
off his old backstroke record. McCoy
went 2:07.5, taking 1.6 seconds off
Ketcham’s previous mark in the IM.
McCoy also won the 100 freestyle,
while McOwen was second to
Ketcham in the backstroke.

Union County championships: On
Feb. 19, the Devils won all 11 events
for the second straight year. Dave
Demarest won the 200 and 400
freestyles; McOwen (50), Leonard
(IM), Gerber (butterfly), T. McCoy
(100), Ketcham (back), Greene
(breast), Schaub (dive) won their
events.

Eastern Interscholastics: On Feb.
26, the mermen scored 98 points to
outscore the next four teams com-
bined and win the Public School divi-
sion at Lawrenceville. McOwen and
Gerber led the way with two first-
places each. McOwen tied his school
record in winning the 50 free (21.9)
and broke his mark in the 100 free
(48.8). Gerber set school marks in the
200 free (1:50.0) and 100 butterfly
(53.8).

State championships: On March 12,
before a standing-room-only crowd
of 1,500 in steamy Dillon Pool, the
Blue Devils set five state records and
tied a sixth, won nine of 11 events and
piled up 111 points to capture the A
Division title. The next five teams
combined for a total of 110 points.

The highlight was in the final event,
the 400 free relay, when McOwen,
Craig Cairns, Gerber and T. McCoy
tied the national record of 3:18.8.
And they won by almost 19 seconds
over second-place Seton Hall Prep’s
3:37.54.

Breaking their own state meet
records were McOwen (50, 21.9),
McCoy (IM, 2:10.4), Gerber (fly,
54.3) and Ketcham (back, 56.3). And

Demarest’s 400 free win (4:03.4) tied
his own mark. Also winning state titles
were Don Mutz (diving), Demarest
(200) and the medley relay of
Ketcham, Greene, Cairns and
Haertlein.

YMCA Nationals: April 21-23,
most of WHS’s top swimmers repre-
sented the Westfield Y in Kalamazoo,
Mich., where they captured the na-
tional championship for the second
straight year.

McOwen broke former teammate
Peter Heesch’s year-old record in
winning the 50 free; Gerber won the
200 free; Ketcham won the 100 back;
the 400 medley relay of Ketcham,
Greene, Gerber and McOwen finished
first, as did the 400 free relay of
Cairns, McCoy, McOwen and Gerber.
Divers Mutz (second 1-meter),
Schaub (third 1-meter) and McLay
(second 3-meter) also picked up big
points.

Putting the cherry on the epic two-
year run, Demarest, Cairns, McCoy
and Haertlein broke the national
record in winning the 800 free relay.

U.C. SWIM MEET SUNDAY
The Union County swimming

championships will be held Sunday at
Rutgers, with the girls meet starting at
noon and the boys meet at 4. The Blue
Devils girls will be seeking their first
county title since 2014. The WHS
boys have won the last six county
titles, and will be looking for their
60th championship in the last 62 years.

OOOPS
In a recent Devil’s Den on the late

Bob List, we mentioned that an injury
to Art Horner opened the door for
Tony Carnevale to become the WHS
catcher in 1953. That should have
been Nino Carnevale. The Carnevales
are the uncles of 1970s and ‘80s WHS
football/baseball players Dave (’75),
Jeff (’79) and Roddy (’82) Yatcilla.

AROUND THIS DATE
Jan. 17, 1952: WHS graduates

Gerry McGinley (’48) and Karney
Scioscia (’46) were taken in the NFL
Draft. The Eagles took McGinley, a
linebacker from Penn, in the 10th
round, No. 113 overall. Scioscia, a
fullback from Maryland, went to the
Bears in the 28th round, No. 332
overall.

Jan. 20, 1977: Butch Woolfolk set
a school record in the 300 with a 33.6
clocking at the Cardinal Hayes Games
in New York City.

IN PASSING
Westfield native John McManigal

was among 17 people who died last
week during the mudslides that dev-
astated southern California. He was
captain of the 1971 WHS tennis team,
and played singles on the state Group
4 champions in 1970 and 1971.

WILLIAMS 10 PTS; CRUSE 11, MUENCH 11; CR’S RUKA 15

Raiders Hold Off Cougar Rally,
Win, 47-39, to Stay Undefeated

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys basketball team kept its
unbeaten record intact with a 47-39
victory over Cranford in a game played
on January 11 at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School. The Raiders’
Jayson Williams buried a 3-point shot
with 1:20 remaining to open up a
seven-point lead at 44-37 against
Cranford after the Cougars had
trimmed a 12-point deficit to just four
points during a determined fourth
quarter rally. Williams, a sophomore,
scored 10 points in his first career
start in place of senior guard Tommy
Drubulis, who was out sick.

“I was definitely ready for the oppor-
tunity. I knew Tommy would be out. He
told me he was feeling sick a day earlier.
I wasn’t really nervous. I’ve been play-
ing basketball my whole life. I always
just prepare myself to be ready when
they need me,” Williams said.

Cranford (2-8) trailed throughout
the contest but gradually whittled
down a 38-26 fourth quarter disad-
vantage by draining three 3-point shots
and pulling to within four at 41-37
with just over four minutes left in
regulation. Cranford had a chance to
get closer but Dwight Laylor came up
with a steal from Anthony Araujo
with just over two minutes left that
kept the Cougars from getting off a
shot attempt.

With the possession and a four-
point lead, the Raiders worked the
ball around the perimeter until it ended
up in Williams’ hands with an open
look at the basket from just beyond
the 3-point line. Williams calmly de-
livered a dagger that gave the Raiders
plenty of breathing room.

“I knew we needed to hit a shot on
that possession. They were inching
closer to us. I wasn’t planning on
taking the shot. The ball just came to
me and I was open, so I couldn’t pass
it up,” Williams explained

Cranford pulled to within five when
Colin Budries scored inside with just
over a minute left to play and cut the
lead to 44-39. But the Raiders con-
nected on three free throws down the
stretch to earn a hard fought victory
and improve their record to 7-0 on the
young season.

“At this point we are always going
to get the opponent’s best shot,” said
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Head Coach
Steve Siracusa. “We need to make
sure we are aware that we can’t just
come out here, flip on the lights and
expect the win to be automatic.”

Scotch Plains-Fanwood got a bal-
anced scoring effort playing without
Drubulis. Fellow senior Lamont Cruse
had 11 points as did Ryan Muench.
Dwight Laylor did the dirty work by
hauling in 13 rebounds on the night.

Cranford got 15 points from Jeremy
Ruka and eight points from Budries.
The Cougars clawed their way out of
double digit deficits throughout much
of the game but in the end just could
not get over the hump.

“I am proud of the effort,” said
Cranford Head Coach Ryan Huber.

“It has been a struggle this season.
Scotch Plains made a few more shots
than we did in key moments. Scotch
Plains has a lot of very good players.
Cruse is a really good player. He can
shoot it and take the ball to the basket,
so he can help them in different ways.
They have a lot of players who can
step up and hit the three-point shot
too. Just a nice all-around team that
they have right now that creates a lot
of match-up problems for a defense.”

Cranford trailed 28-17 at the half
and 38-26 by the start of the fourth
quarter. The Cougars hit six 3-point
shots in the game though, including
five by Ruka, in order to draw close in
the final quarter.

“We need to work on getting stops,
not trading baskets,” said Siracusa.
“Tonight we didn’t always do that and I
think it prevented us from pulling away
from Cranford. They hit some outside
shots from behind the arc because we
did not close out on the shooter as
consistently as we need to do. We al-
ways talk about that in practice.”
Cranford   9   8   9 13 39
Sc Pl-Fanwood 14 14 10   9 47
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imations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. All associates featured are licensed with NJ Department of State as a Broker or Salesperson.©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker
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COLDWELL BANKER

Westfield East Office 908.233.5555 | 209 Central Avenue | facebook.com/ColdwellBankerWestfield

CB Home Protection Plan 866.797.4788

COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM WESTFIELD EAST HAS BEEN AMONG THE COMPANY’S TOP OFFICES SINCE 1986.

Maryalice Ryan Javier Matallana Tamatha “Tammie” Costello Jayne Bernstein

Scotch Plains Twp. |  $2,100,000
Majestic Colonial, on a tranquil 1.4 acres w.
luxurious amenties, & outstanding craftsman-
ship. 5Spac.BR6+Baths A Beauty!
Search 3419767 on CBHomes.com

Congratulations Westfield East  |  Top Producers December 2017

TOP AGENT
Frank D. Isoldi

TOP TEAM
Lisa Stafford Team

Scotch Plains Twp. |  $1,250,000
Brand new Imprssive4BR/4+BA home is set
on over 1/2 acre. The gourmet Kit is a chefs
delight!Spa like Mstr bath. Superb!
Search 3437012 on CBHomes.com

Scotch Plains Twp. |  $899,000
1 floor living at its best...Stunning, situated on
an exquisite acre property remodeled by
NEEDLE POINT HOMES. 4BR/4.1BA
Search 3433457 on CBHomes.com

Westfield Town |  $825,000
Well Kept 4BR/3BA Ranch in a desirable
location very close to town. Spacious layout.
Full finished basement.
Search 3438691 on CBHomes.com

Westfield Town |  $819,500
Don’t Miss out Here is a Move-In-Ready
Classic Center Hall Colonial very close to
Downtown . 4BR/2+BA Spacious Beauty
Search 3429239 on CBHomes.com

Westfield Town |  $676,000
Charming renovtd Col cape -freshly paintd,
wbfp,Fam Rm,LG Fml DR 1st fl mstr & 2nd
BR. 2 more BRS &Bath upstrs Move in!
Search 3431126 on CBHomes.com

hey were honored last Saturday with All State Honors at the Soccer ALL-STATE
RECONITION...Five Westfield Blue Devil soccer boys received honors at the
Coaches Association of New Jersey’s annual All State Ceremony at the Pines
Manor in Edison on January 6. Pictured, left to right, are: Graham Studwell
(Center Back, All-State 3rd Team); Josh Mendelsohn (Goalie, All-State 2nd
Team); Jack Dobosiewicz (Striker, All-State 1st Team); Mark Walter (Center
Back, All-State 1st Team), Michael Birle (Midfield, All State Honorable Mention)
and Eric Shaw, Boys Varsity Coach.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received from Bidders classified under

N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.2 via the Internet until 10:00:59 A.M. on 2/6/18, downloaded, and
publicly opened and read, in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A Building, New
Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey
08625; for:

Maintenance Structural Steel and Aluminum Repair Contract, North - 2018,
Various Sites Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic, Sussex, Union and

Warren (Including & North of Route 57) Counties; 100% State; DP No: 18417
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 (P.L 1975, c.

127); N.J.A.C. 17:27.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.19, contractors must provide a Certification and

Disclosure of Political Contribution Form prior to contract award.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, contractor must submit the Department of Treasury,

Division of Revenue Business Registration of the contractor and any named subcontrac-
tors prior to contract award or authorization.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.51, contractors must be registered with the New Jersey
Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Division of Wage and Hour Compli-
ance at the time of bid.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at Bid
Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe,
follow the instructions on the web site. Fees apply to downloading documents and plans
and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are directly
payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be inspected
(BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field Offices at the
following locations:

200 Stierli Court One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, New  Jersey 07856 Cherry Hill, New Jersey  08002
973-601-6690 856-486-6623

3 T - 1/18/18, 1/25/18 and 2/1/18, The Leader Fee: $168.30

Alex Lowefor The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOING TO THE LINE...Raider Jayson Williams goes to the line to take a free
throw in the game against the Cranford Cougars in Scotch Plains on January 11.


