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– Obituaries –Free Trailside Talks on Tap
For February and March

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has announced the dates for
two free lectures for adults and
high-school students at Trailside
Nature and Science Center.

“Come and enjoy stimulating
programs this winter at Trailside,”
said then-Freeholder Chairman
Bruce H. Bergen recently. “It’s a
great way to get together with
friends for an inspiring, educational
and inexpensive experience.”

John Prescott, History Programs
coordinator for the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs, will trace the history of African-
Americans with highlighted stories
from Union County dating back to
the Revolutionary War. Scheduled for
Friday, February 16, from 7 to 8 p.m.,
this talk will recognize and celebrate
African-American contributions to

the Union County community.
In the second program, NASA

Solar System Ambassador Paul
Cirillo will present a photographic
tour of the planets, asteroids and
comets in Earth’s solar system on
Saturday, March 24, from 2 to 3
p.m. This talk also will highlight
the current and future space mis-
sions that NASA and the Jet Pro-
pulsion Laboratory have planned
to explore these celestial wonders.
There will be ample time for ques-
tions and answers.

For more information about these
programs or other activities at
Trailside, call (908) 789-3670 or
visit ucnj.org/trailside. Trailside
Nature and Science Center is lo-
cated at 452 New Providence Road,
Mountainside, and is a facility of
the Union County Department of
Parks and Recreation.

Ron Zuzovsky Joins Board
Of Trustees at Imagine

Ron Zuzovsky

MOUNTAINSIDE — Ron
Zuzovsky has joined the board of
trustees at Imagine, A Center for
Coping with Loss, lo-
cated in Mountainside.

Mr. Zuzovsky is the
founder of the
ReSource Group, a
sales organization
based out of Millburn.
The ReSource Group,
founded in 2006, is a
multi-faceted sales and
marketing firm that
covers the northeast
states for some of the
top brands in the busi-
ness products industry.
Mr. Zuzovsky works
with many of the top
resellers across various channels
of business, including many lead-
ing Ecommerce companies. He has
been in the business products in-
dustry for more than 18 years.

Mr. Zuzovsky has helped vari-
ous brands launch in the United
States and consulted for various
Diversity owned organizations over
the years. He is passionate about
his work and his family, and loves
sharing what he has learned over
his career and helping others be-
come better sales and business
people.

Mr. Zuzovsky is former co-presi-
dent of the Mountainside Educa-
tion Foundation (MEF) and his

family is very active in
various local charities
and other community
organizations. Early in
his career he worked for
the Pressley Ridge Or-
ganization, providing
in-home family crisis
intervention.

With regard to his
new role at Imagine, Mr.
Zuzovsky said, “After
my parents divorced
when I was 4 years old,
I was always fascinated
by the effects loss and
separation had on chil-

dren. When my mom died of lung
cancer in 2001, my eyes were
opened to the dearth of support
networks available to those griev-
ing loss. Joining the Imagine orga-
nization is an incredible opportu-
nity to help families coping with
loss who are in real need of peer
interaction.”

Mr. Zuzovsky lives in
Mountainside with his wife, Natalie,
and two children, Julia and Luke.

For more information on Imagine,
visit imaginenj.org or call (908) 264-
3100.

Rev. Matthew Looney

Peter Clay Ryan

Peter Clay Ryan, 76, of
Bluffton, S.C.

Peter Clay Ryan, age 76, of Bluffton,
S.C., and formerly of Westfield, N.J.,
died peacefully at home on Monday,
January 8, 2018. A memorial service
was held at 11 a.m. on Friday, January
12, 2018, at the Grace Community
Church, 450 Spanish Wells Road,
Hilton Head, S.C. 29926. Burial will
take place in Westfield, N.J., at a later
date, and will be announced by Sauls
Funeral Home of Bluffton
(www.saulsfh.com).
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Library to Welcome Author
Of ‘Blue-Collar Broadway’

Tim White

SCOTCH PLAINS — Tim
White, associate professor of his-
tory at New Jersey City
University, will discuss
his book “Blue-Collar
Broadway; The Craft and
Industry of American
Theatre” on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 4, at 2 p.m., at the
Scotch Plains Public Li-
brary.

Professor White last
spoke at the library in Sep-
tember 2017, kicking off
the World War I series with
a lecture about the events
that led to United States
involvement in the war.

“Blue-Collar Broadway” pre-
sents a behind-the-scenes look at
the craftspeople who brought
Broadway sets, props, costumes
and more to life, and studies the

impact that the Broadway theatre
industry had on the history of New

York City.
Copies of the book

will be available for pur-
chase and for Professor
White to sign. Comple-
menting this discussion
will be performances of
a few romantic Broad-
way songs with accom-
paniment.

This event is free and
open to all. For more in-
formation or to register,
go to scotlib.org; e-mail
library@scotlib.org; call
(908) 322-5007, extension

no. 204, or stop by the library Refer-
ence Desk. The Scotch Plains Public
Library is located at 1927 Bartle Av-
enue, one block from Park Avenue, in
the center of the township.

Red Cross Schedules
Area Blood Drives

AREA — In conjunction with
January being National Blood Do-
nor Month, the American Red Cross
has announced the dates for two
blood drives to help maintain the
area’s blood supply and to compen-
sate for a winter blood donation
shortage.

In Elizabeth, a drive will take
place on Tuesday, January 23, from
8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., at Frank J.
Cicarell Academy, located at 40
Morrell Street.

A second drive will be held on
Sunday, January 28, from 9 a.m. to
2 p.m., at The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield, located at 140 Moun-
tain Avenue, Westfield.

Eligible donors can schedule an
appointment to donate by using the
free Blood Donor App, visiting
redcrossblood.org or calling 1-800-
RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767).
Donation appointments and comple-
tion of a RapidPass are encouraged
to help speed up the donation pro-
cess.

RapidPass lets donors complete
the pre-donation reading and an-
swer the health history question-
naire online, on the day of their
donation, by visiting
redcrossblood.org/rapidpass from
the convenience of a mobile device
or computer, or through the Blood
Donor App.

FCC Adult Studies
To Continue in 2018

WESTFIELD – The First Congre-
gational Church of Westfield will be-
gin a new year of adult studies pro-
grams on Monday, January 22, with
“Great Decisions,” a six-week video
and discussion-based educational se-
ries developed by the Foreign Policy
Association. The course will meet from
7:30 to 9 p.m. in the church’s Patton
Auditorium and is free and open to the
public.

“Great Decisions” will explore
topics of significant current im-
portance both nationally and inter-
nationally, with commentary from
notable political, academic and
media figures. Participants will
have the opportunity to consider
the moral, ethical and spiritual di-
mension of these decisions.

The series will continue over six
consecutive Monday evenings
through February 26. Participants
may attend any or all of the eve-
nings.

First Congregational Church, a
member of the United Church of
Christ, is located at 125 Elmer
Street, Westfield. For additional
information, interested persons are
invited to call the church office at
(908) 233-2494 or visit the church
website at fccofwestfield.org.

Free SAGE Support Groups
To Be Open to Caregivers

Kathy Larkin

SUMMIT – Two caregiver sup-
port groups for spouses and adult
children who assist in
the caregiving of their
aging loved ones will
begin at  SAGE
Eldercare on Monday,
January 22.

The free support
groups will be led by
Kathy Larkin, a Li-
censed Clinical Social
Worker and SAGE
InfoCare manager.
Groups will meet every
other Monday, with the
support  group for
spouses meeting from
2 to 3:30 p.m. and the support group
for adult children meeting from 7
to 8:30 p.m. The groups will cover
topics such as balancing work and
the needs of their families, long-
distance caregiving, family con-
flicts, finding resources and navi-
gating the healthcare system.

Both groups will be held at
SAGE, located at 290 Broad Street,
Summit. Registration is required

for the support groups. To register,
call Ms. Larkin at (908) 598-5509.

“Caregiving can be
gratifying, but it is also
very challenging. It is
important to know that
you are not alone with
your concerns and
questions,” Ms. Larkin
said. “SAGE’s support
gives those that help
take care of older
adults, whether they are
a spouse or an adult
child, a safe place to
discuss their experi-
ences, share ideas, and
get emotional support.”

A non-profit organization estab-
lished in 1954, SAGE Eldercare
provides a wide array of informa-
tion, support and services. From
helping with errands and deliver-
ing Meals on Wheels, to exercise
classes, community programs and
support groups, Medicare counsel-
ing, care planning, an adult day
health care center and home health
care, as well as the SAGE Resale
Shop and Furniture Restoration
Workshop, SAGE helps older
adults remain independent in their
own homes.

SAGE is committed to provid-
ing programs and services to meet
the changing needs of older adults,
their families and caregivers in
Union, Essex, Morris and Somerset
Counties. For more information,
call  (908) 273-5550 or visit
sageeldercare.org.

Garwood Knights
Slate Pig Roast

GARWOOD — The Westfield
chapter of UNICO National will hold
its annual Pig Roast on Saturday, Janu-
ary 27, at 7 p.m., at the Garwood
Knights of Columbus Hall on South
Avenue in Garwood.

In addition to the dinner there will
be antipasto, salad, dessert, wine and
beer as well as a homemade wine-
tasting contest. Door prizes and raffles
will be available as well.

The ticket price is $50 per person
and tickets will only be sold in ad-
vance. For tickets, call (908) 337-
0141 or (908) 249-2509.

UNICO is the largest Italian-Ameri-
can service organization in the United
States.

Literacy N.J. Announces
Tutor Training Registration
CRANFORD — Literacy New

Jersey (LNJ), which provides free,
student-centered tutoring services
to adults who struggle with read-
ing, writing and speaking English,
has announced that registration is
now open for its Winter 2018 Tutor
Training classes. The five required
sessions will take place on the fol-
lowing dates:

Tuesday, February 13, 7 to 9:30
p.m.

Thursday, February 15, 7 to 9:30
p.m.

Thursday, February 22, 7 to 9:30
p.m.

Saturday, February 24, 9:30 a.m.
to noon.

Tuesday, February 27, 7 to 9:30
p.m.

The sessions on February 13, 15
and 27 will take place at the
Cranford Community Center, lo-
cated at 220 Walnut Avenue,
Cranford, while the February 22
session will be held at Summit High
School on Kent Place Boulevard in
Summit. The February 24 session
will take place at the Elizabeth
Public Library, 11 South Broad
Street, Elizabeth.

After completing all five train-
ing sessions, volunteer tutors are
matched with a small group of stu-
dents from the growing waiting list
of adults who need to improve their
literacy skills. Tutors meet with
their students in a public place,
usually a Union County library, for
two hours each week. New volun-
teers are asked to make a commit-
ment of at least 50 hours.

LNJ provides ongoing supervi-

sion and support to tutors in the
form of free Professional Devel-
opment workshops on specific top-
ics such as health literacy, learning
disabilities, financial literacy and
ESL conversation and small group
instruction.

Volunteers must be at least 18
years old, able to speak and read
English and willing to tutor in Union
County. Individuals do not need to
have any teaching experience and
do not need to speak a foreign lan-
guage. The training will provide
volunteers with techniques and strat-
egies for working with adult learn-
ers, as well as sample instructional
materials and activities.

There is a $45 non-refundable
registration fee to cover the cost of
materials distributed to new volun-
teers. For more information, or to
register, call Literacy New Jersey at
(908) 486-1777 or e-mail Nancy
Lama at nlama@literacynj.org.

Library Invites Teens For
Anime, Cooking, Potter

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library has revealed
the dates and details of its program
offerings for young people that will
kick off during the month of January.

Local youth are invited to join teen
librarians and the ever-expanding
membership of the Teen Anime Club
for more conversation and activities
on Monday, January 22, at 7 p.m.
Participants will explore manga, watch
a new anime series, make crafts and
enjoy snacks. Registration is required.
This club is for teens in grades 6 to 12
only. To register, visit scotlib.org, e-
mail library@scotlib.org, call (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204, or stop
by the library Reference Desk.

The library will host its inaugural
Young Adult Cooking Class on
Wednesday, January 24, at 6 p.m. Teens
in grades 5 to 12 are invited to make
savory quesadillas for dinner and sweet
quesadillas for dessert. Registration is
required; participants are asked to note
any food allergies on the registration
form. To register, visit scotlib.org, e-
mail library@scotlib.org, call (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204, or stop
by the Reference Desk.

The library’s first Teen Advisory
Board (TAB) meeting will take place
on Monday, January 29, at 6 p.m. The
board will continue to meet on the last
Monday of every month, unless oth-
erwise noted. TAB is the Scotch Plains

teen volunteer group for patrons in
grades 6 to 12. During meetings, the
teen staff will discuss upcoming vol-
unteer opportunities and events and
teens can give their input on what
programs and materials they would
like to see in the library. Individuals
who currently are not a member of
TAB and would like to join are asked
to fill out an application and turn it in
to Dana Vocht, the new teen librarian.
There is no charge to participate. For
more information, call (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 204; e-mail
library@scotlib.org or stop by the
Reference Desk.

Additionally on January 29, the li-
brary will host its first-ever Harry Pot-
ter Club meeting at 8 p.m. Free and
limited to students in grades 5 to 12, the
club will meet on the last Monday of
every month at 8 p.m., following the
Teen Advisory Board meeting. The club
will do something different every month,
from crafts to trivia to Harry Potter-
themed food. For more information,
call (908) 322-5007, extension no. 204;
e-mail library@scotlib.org or stop by
the Reference Desk.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the center
of the township. Further information
about other upcoming teen activities
is available at the library’s website,
scotlib.org/teens.

CALVARY CARES...Calvary Lutheran Church in Cranford recently collected
items for families in Puerto Rico who were hit hard by Hurricane Maria. Through
a donation drive, Calvary collected four boxes and three garbage bags filled with
clothes, boxes and bags full of food, formula, diapers, wipes, blankets, bath towels
and toys, three car seats, three strollers and two playpens. While the adults packed
up the donations, the children made cards and wrote letters containing good wishes
for the families. The service project was part of “First Sunday,” Calvary’s monthly
worship service for young children and their families.

HELPING MOMS AND BABIES...At a recent general meeting of the Woman’s
Club of Westfield (WCW), members welcomed Edie Coogan and Lori Ruzich,
representing Raphael’s Life House in Elizabeth, which since 1953 has served
as a sanctuary for homeless, pregnant young women with no where else to turn.
Residents learn how to be good mothers and how to support themselves. The
WCW filled large bags with supplies for the mothers and babies. Pictured,
from left to right, are: Ruth Positan, WCW treasurer; Ms. Ruzich, Raphael’s
Life House volunteer manager; Ms. Coogan, Raphael’s Life House co-founder,
and WCW President Pat D’Angelo.

Marcelle E. McKeon, Was Longtime
Parishioner at Holy Trinity Church

Marcelle E. McKeon (née Corris),
a 61-year resident of Westfield and a
61-year parishioner at Holy Trinity
Parish, died on Friday, January 12,
2018, at Center For Hope in Scotch
Plains, N.J. Born in Elizabeth, N.J.,
to Augustine A. and Eva Corris, she
attended schools in Elizabeth, gradu-
ating from Thomas A. Edison Voca-
tional & Technical School with a
focus on sewing. Upon graduation
she was employed by Bergdorf
Goodman in Manhattan, N.Y.

In 1950, she married James C.
McKeon, Sr., and over the next 20
years had eight children. Both
Marcelle and Jim were very involved
in Holy Trinity Parish, beginning with
the Parents’ Guild for the grammar
and high schools. Marcelle remained
active in the Altar Rosary Society and
Senior Social Club. She made baptis-
mal robes, counted money and washed
altar linens. Marcelle also was active
with AARP and worked at the elec-
tion polls for more than 40 years.

In addition to raising her family,
Marcelle had a dress-making busi-
ness for most of her life and was
employed by many Westfield shops
as the alteration expert. In 1979, she
began her employment with Hahnes

Department store in Westfield and
later with Lord & Taylor for a total of
18 years. Upon retirement, she be-
gan her Creative Collectibles busi-
ness and made clothes for the Ameri-
can Girl doll.

Marcelle is predeceased by her
husband of 58 years, James C.; her
daughter, Elaine McKeon Guempel;
her parents, and her brother, Edward
Corris. She is survived by her chil-
dren, Eugene (Sandra), John, Nancy
(David) Hall, Judy (Robert) Zoller,
James, Jr. (Libby), Amy Poirier and
Jay (Lorraine); 15 grandchildren; 10
great-grandchildren; her sister, Trudy
Morris, and her brother, Raymond.

Visitation was held on Tuesday,
January 16, 2018, at the Holy Trinity
Roman Catholic Church in Westfield,
immediately followed by a Mass of
Christian Burial. Interment followed
at Saint Gertrude Cemetery in
Colonia, N.J.

In lieu of flowers, a donation may
be made to Center For Hope Hospice
and Palliative Care, 1900 Raritan
Road, Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076.

Arrangements are by Dooley Co-
lonial Funeral Home, 556 Westfield
Avenue, Westfield.
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Reverend Matthew D. Looney, 87, Was
Beloved Priest at Holy Trinity Church
Reverend Matthew D. Looney, 87,

passed away peacefully while visit-
ing his loving family in Ireland on
Monday, January 8, 2018.

A Mass of Christian
Burial will be offered
Thursday, January 18, at
10 a.m., at the Holy Trinity
Roman Catholic Church,
506 Westfield Avenue,
Westfield, N.J. 07090.

The family will receive
friends on Wednesday,
January 17, from 4 to 7
p.m., at the Holy Trinity
Church in Westfield. A vigil
and reception will follow
the visiting on Wednesday
evening. Burial at the fam-
ily plot will be private following the
Funeral Mass on Thursday.

Son of the late Margaret (née Stancy)
and Daniel Looney, he is predeceased
by his sister, Josephine, and brother-
in-law, Harry Quinn, and his brothers,
Daniel, William and Thomas, as well
as nephews William and Thomas. He
will be deeply missed by his sister-in-
law, Joyce Looney; niece, Margaret
Quinn Walsh; nephew, Dennis Looney,
and nieces-in-law, Jo-Ann Looney and
Rita Looney. He was loved by his
great-nephews and nieces and seven
great-grand-nieces as well as the many
grateful parishioners of the Newark
Archdiocese in which he was ordained

on May 31, 1958.
Father Looney graduated from Se-

ton Hall University and the Immacu-
late Conception Seminary.
He retired last year from
his priestly duties at the
Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church in
Westfield, where he had
happily worked for over
20 years. Previously Fa-
ther Looney had worked
in Holy Family Church,
Union City; St. Anne’s
Church, Jersey City; Holy
Name Hospital, Teaneck;
Our Lady of Peace
Church, New Providence;
St. John’s Church, Jersey

City, and Jersey City Medical Center.
Throughout his fulfilling stewardship
he proudly helped run the seniors’
program across his parish assign-
ments, founding the Holy Trinity Se-
nior Social Club, where he led lively
groups of seniors on many wonderful
journeys. He will be sadly missed.
Rest in peace, Uncle Matt.

Donations in lieu of flowers may
be made to the Holy Trinity Christian
Aid Fund, 315 First Street, Westfield,
N.J. 07090.

Arrangements are by Dooley Co-
lonial Funeral Home, 556 Westfield
Avenue, Westfield.

January 18, 2018


