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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
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Ongoing Issues; It Is With Regret
That We Are Leaving Westfield

Township Committee Is Not Planning
To Tear Down Part of Cranford

Rep. Lance on POTUS
I highly criticize any such remarks

made by POTUS — beneath the of-
fice and unhelpful to critical immi-
gration negotiations.

Let’s stop incendiary rhetoric and
work toward DACA/border security
solution ASAP.

Rep. Leonerd Lance
Westfield

Garwood Mayor’s Saturday Schedule,
Councilpersons Are Invited

My Granddaughter Is Not Welcome
At Westfield Library Activities

On Wednesday (January 10,
2018), I picked my granddaughter
up from the Westfield “Y” Pre-
School and told her I had a surprise
for her. She and I were going to the
Westfield Library to each get our
library cards. We could then visit
the library, check out books, and
attend fun activities from time to
time just as her daddy had done as
a child. A natural book lover, she
was thrilled and off we went.

We arrived and inquired about a
library card for each of us. Mine
would be no problem, but my grand-
daughter would have to return with
her parents. Her parents would need
to provide a driver’s license to show
proof of Westfield residency. I told
the librarian that they were not resi-

dents, reconfirmed that I was in-
deed a resident and provided proof
with my driver’s license. That, how-
ever, was not good enough for my
granddaughter to receive her own
card, but I could check out books
to share with her. I then asked if it
would be okay to bring my grand-
daughter to library-sponsored ac-
tivities for kids. I was shocked to
hear that I could not. They are for
residents only.

My 2018 Westfield property
taxes are estimated at $26,767.18.
My 3½-year-old granddaughter is
not welcome at Westfield Library
activities. This is indeed sad!

Linda Williams
Westfield

I thank Ms. Steinbach for her ser-
vice on the planning board, espe-
cially her work as board secretary.
The fact that she was not reappointed
does not take away from the volun-
teer service to the community for
which we are appreciative. The com-
ments in her letter [to the editor] do
not reflect the good work that she and
the planning board accomplished
while she served as a member. All
actions of the board, of which she
participated in, were done under the
law, and was guided by the direction
of the planning board attorney.

This is the first time that I am
hearing that she had objections to
those meetings in which she partici-
pated.

At the recent Planning Board reor-
ganization meeting, two members who
are not Democrats were reappointed
to the board, as was done the previous
year. This would hardly seem as
though it was done to create a Demo-
cratic super majority on the board.
These are hardworking volunteers
who act in the best interest of Cranford,
without regard to any party affilia-
tion.

In the course of the Township’s
selling of the Birchwood property, I
met with many developers, they were
all in the company of the township
attorney, the redevelopment attorney,

and the township administrator. At
one point, I met with a roomful of
almost 30 developers to place
Cranford in the best position to sell
the Birchwood property. After each
meeting, I and both attorneys reported
to the Township Committee the tenor,
substance and participants of the
meeting. When appropriate, I also
reported that to the Planning Board to
let them know what was going on.

No one, as part of a Democratic
majority on the Township Commit-
tee, is planning to tear down part of
Cranford. The resolution asking the
Planning Board to look at North Av-
enue was approved by all five mem-
bers, three Democrats and two Re-
publicans. Our intentions were clear,
we wanted to do a study. People are
welcome to look at the draft report. It
does not call for any four-story apart-
ments, another parking garage or the
removal of “historic” buildings.

Agendas are posted on our website.
I agree and encourage residents to
attend workshop meetings. All issues
are discussed in workshop meetings,
and done so in the presence of the
public and the press.

I wish Ms. Steinbach good health
and thank her again for her service.

Tom Hannen
Cranford Mayor

To each upcoming Garwood
Mayor’s Saturday, Mayor Lombardo
will continue to invite a Councilperson
to join him. The meetings will be held
on the third Saturday of the month at
11 a.m., except April which will be
the fourth Saturday.

This year, with the assistance of the
Council’s Business Liaison, Carol
Kearney, he will be taking Mayor’s
Saturday to our local business. She
has reached out to these businesses
setting up the following schedule that
will be posted in Borough Hall,
Garwood’s website and published in
our local newspapers. Please come
out and support this new initiative to
bring your questions and concerns or
just to chat, while you check out what
our great local business have to offer.

2018 Mayor’s Saturdays
(Through June)

January 20; Council President
Blumenstock; Crunch Gym – 300
South Avenue (Garwood Mall)

February 17; Councilman Lazarow;
Gold Medal Fitness – 475 North Av-
enue

March 17; Councilwoman Todisco;
Home Depot – 200 South Avenue

April 28 (4th Saturday); Council-
man McCormack; Escapology – 300
South Avenue (Garwood Mall)

May 19; Councilwoman Cuccaro;
Pet Supplies Plus – 110 South Av-
enue

June 16; Councilman Sarno; Juice
House – 510 North Avenue

Continuing the practice that was
started in 2017, Mayor Lombardo
will resume his 3K walk in conjunc-
tion with the Mayor’s Wellness Cam-

paign. The 3K walks will start up in
March, beginning at Borough Hall at
approximately 12:15 p.m. after each
Mayor’s Saturday meeting. Mayor
Lombardo wants to stress that it is a
walk, not a competition, just to get
residents out and moving as spring
returns to the borough.

The walk is open it all ages, regard-
less of ability, however a parent or
adult guardian must accompany chil-
dren under the age of 12.

Mayor Charles Lombardo
Garwood

Hi this is Robert Greco, the direc-
tor of Gallery U boutique on South
Ave. in Westfield. Our company not
only owns and operates Gallery U but
we also rent five of the apartments
upstairs for people with disabilities.

Our company provides work op-
portunities for individuals recover-
ing from traumatic brain injuries.

I just wanted to let you know that
after 4.5 years we have decided not to
renew our lease at the old Root Build-
ing because of all of the ongoing
issues we have with the Westfield

Parking Authority. They have made it
very difficult for us to be here.

These ongoing issues have made
for a dangerous and illegal situation
in dealing with people with disabili-
ties and in addition violate the stan-
dards set by the Americans With Dis-
abilities Act.

It is with regret that we are leaving
Westfield, but perhaps this will shed
light and bring awareness.

Robert Greco
Westfield

Advertising in

The LEADER / TIMES
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New Jersey Needs to Address
High-Density Housing, School Aid

Winter Blast Is Reminder to Keep
Tabs on Those Possibly at Risk

This Tuesday marked the beginning of a new era
in Trenton as Phil Murphy (D) was sworn in as
governor after eight years of Governor Chris Christie
(R). In addition, Craig Coughlin (D-19th,
Woodbridge) has assumed the Assembly Speaker
post, joining long-time Senate President Stephen
Sweeney (D-3rd, Gloucester) as the leader of our
two houses of the State Legislature. Locally, Senator
Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st, Westfield) and Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) have begun
new terms as Republican Leaders. And Sergio
Granados of Elizabeth has assumed the chairman-
ship of the Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders, with Bette Jane Kowalski of Cranford ap-
pointed as vice-chairwoman.

There are a lot of big issues facing our state and
region. Overdevelopment is front and center as
development/redevelopment plans in Cranford,
Garwood and Scotch Plains are moving ahead rap-
idly. These proposals, if and when they get built,
could change the character of these towns forever,
thus creating suburban sprawl along major thor-
oughfares like North and South Avenues. We are
hopeful that our state lawmakers will take up the
issue of high-density housing that was created out of
the mandate for affordable housing per the Mount
Laurel decision by the New Jersey Supreme Court

from the 1970s. Should Regional Contribution Agree-
ments (RCAs) be reinstated, whereby higher-in-
come towns like Westfield could fund rehabilitation
housing in our urban centers like Elizabeth? Or
should towns just build the low- to moderate-income
housing units required instead of the hundreds of
new units builders want, 85 percent of which is at
full-market value? Should the Council on Afford-
able Housing (COAH) be brought back?

Trenton Republicans say more needs to be done to
make New Jersey affordable for families. In our
estimation, that can only occur if New Jersey ad-
dresses the lack of a sufficient school funding for-
mula. Until this is accomplished, property taxes will
remain among the highest in the nation. But with
Democrats holding their largest majority in the 80-
seat General Assembly in 40 years, along with the
Senate majority and Governor’s Mansion, towns
like Westfield and Summit shouldn’t hold their
breath that millions of dollars more in state aid will
be coming their way.

With Republicans controlling the White House
and both houses of Congress in Washington, and
Democrats controlling Trenton, it is important that
the majorities in both parties reach across the aisle to
work on issues on which they both agree. Sadly, the
parties never agree — only pursue selfish interests.

The arctic blast that recently gripped the northeast
for two consecutive weeks was a brutal reminder of
how mighty the force of nature can be. Wind gusts,
lingering snow and evening temperatures that dipped
into the single digits kept many housebound, while
fiercely testing those forced to venture outdoors for
work, school or other commitments. Additionally,
several deaths in the metropolitan area were linked
to this severe weather stretch. This week we’ve been
wrestling with yet another round of cold and snow
— not unusual for January, of course — but a sign
that Old Man Winter may not be done with us yet.

During such extreme conditions, the television
news and other media frequently spotlight the plight
of homeless persons or residents of apartment build-
ings, usually in New York, who are struggling with-
out adequate services or shelter. The on-camera
attention given their stories is critical, and can spur
action too long delayed, but it also is vital to remem-
ber there may be people at risk right here in our own
suburban neighborhoods as well.

Such bouts of inclement weather can pose myriad
risks, especially for senior citizens, young chil-
dren, and individuals of any age with serious ill-
nesses or disabilities, among them those with cog-

nitive impairments such as dementia. These per-
sons may not be able to leave their homes for long
periods to acquire groceries, medications and other
essentials; some may be at a loss as to where to seek
help regarding problems with utilities, or they may
be in danger from carbon monoxide poisoning
resulting from snow-blocked ventilation outlets.
Additional hazards can accompany snow shovel-
ing, particularly for older adults and those not used
to physical exertion.

We encourage all residents of our communities to
check in regularly with relatives, friends or neigh-
bors who live alone, are elderly, are coping with
health issues or otherwise may have difficulty
navigating the often serious challenges winter
brings. People may not be aware of the many
resources available to them if they can not readily
leave their homes, or who to call regarding a utility-
related malfunction, and they may be reluctant to
ask others for assistance.

We still have nine weeks remaining until spring,
and turbulent weather could return at any time. Let
us be particularly vigilant regarding the most vulner-
able among us — a simple helping hand could turn
out to be a literal lifeline.

“There is nothing government can give you that it hasn't
taken from you in the first place.”

Winston Churchill AZ Quotes

 Bill Regulating Drone
Use Signed by Christie

TRENTON, N.J. – Legislation
sponsored by Assembly Republican
Leader Jon Bramnick criminalizing
the use of drones that endanger a
person or property was signed by the
governor.  The bill (AS3370/A5205)
makes it a crime to use drones while
intoxicated, hunting or conducting
surveillance on a prison.

“Drones can be a fun hobby, but
they can also be used to invade a
person’s privacy. At worst, drones
can be used by terrorists to carry out
attacks,” said Asm. Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield). “This common sense law
promotes safety and protects the pri-
vacy of private citizens.”

The measure also makes it a crime
to use a drone to interfere with a first
responder during an emergency, and
makes it a restraining order violation
to use a drone near a person or loca-
tion protected by the order.

Arizona, Arkansas, Louisiana, Ne-
vada, Oklahoma, Oregon, Tennessee,
Texas and Wisconsin have laws per-
taining to drone use near critical in-
frastructure. Similar legislation has
also been introduced in California,
Georgia, Hawaii, Mississippi and
Pennsylvania.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Samp – Coarse meal of Indian corn
2. Ultion – Revenge
3. Saphrophagous – Feeding on de-

caying organic matter
4. Roin – A scab

TINCAL
1. Wreathed; coiled; curly
2. Crude borax
3. Biting; very tart
4. Skylight that admits or deflects light

ROSTRULUM
1. A small beak, as of an insect
2. One of the callous pads on the

underside of the toes of birds
3. A stem, stalk or support
4. The part of the ulna projecting be-

yond the elbow joint
TOCHER

1. A wax candle
2. Swelling or state of being swollen
3. The dowry of a bride
4. A slipper

BIGA
1. In ancient Rome, a chariot drawn by

two horses
2. An elephant trap
3. A marsh at a river’s mouth
4. A wartlike lump or node

Laid Off?
Linden - The County is offering

assistance to any Union County resi-
dent who was laid off by Sams Club
Store closings.

Sams Club maintained a store in
Linden, which abruptly closed, lay-
ing off as many as an estimated 200
full-time and part-time employees.

Found Rare Earths
Hazelton, Pa. - High concentra-

tions of rare earths have been found
in the anthracite coal deposits of Penn-
sylvania. If those can be extracted,
separated the 17 REEs are often found
fused together and processed,
America will be poised to compete
with China, while strengthening our
own national security.

Useful Information at
www.goleader.com/help
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