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NEW TERM...Senator Nicholas Scutari (D-22nd, Linden), second from right, took
the oath of office on January 9 to continue representing the 22nd Legislative District
during the Senate 218th Legislative Session reorganization meeting at the Statehouse.

Bramnick Calls For Unity
In Reorganization Speech

TRENTON – Assembly Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick’s (R-21st,
Westfield) speech at the General
Assembly’s reorganization on Janu-
ary 9 urged bipartisanship and civil-
ity, calling for the rational and rea-
sonable to come together in support
of serious reforms to lower property
taxes and make New Jersey more
competitive:

“I look forward to working with the
majority in the state Assembly, and I
intend to seek common ground. But
we are the minority and we intend to
speak clearly, loudly, and respectively
regarding policies that affect this state.
And there are many.

“We are aware that one-party rule,
whether in Washington or in New Jer-
sey, can be extreme at times, and I
submit that most people in the State of
New Jersey are in the middle of the
political spectrum, that most of you
want us to be moderate and reasonable.

“In that vein, I would hope that all 80
members of this body would continue
to enact serious fiscal reforms that are
desperately needed to reduce our prop-
erty taxes and reforms that would make
New Jersey more competitive. We have
made some progress during the past
eight years. And we’ve done that on a
bipartisan basis, but much more work
needs to be done. These reforms will be
painful, but they are necessary for the
survival of the state....

“Now on a separate issue, I speak
for myself, it is clear that Americans
and New Jerseyans are frustrated with
government. The process of govern-
ment can be slow, cumbersome and,
many times, less than adequate. Yet
this should not lead us to attack the
very institutions that have sustained
democracy for hundreds of years. The
frustration has led to vicious personal
attacks that are not worthy of our
American democracy or our history
as a nation.

“Tweets that hurl insults at each
other do not solve the complicated
issues that face our state or our na-
tion. We are the New Jersey Republi-
cans and we will stand up for the
people of this state, but we will do so
in a civil, respectful and serious man-
ner. And the so-called journalists on
cable television and on the radio who
despise both Republicans and Demo-
crats, I’ve got a message for them:
stop chasing ratings and start search-
ing for the facts.

“And you are one individual who is
responding to a post on social media,
and you do so with a vile, bitter and
venomous and hateful attack, I sug-
gest you get some psychological help

to find out what happened when you
were growing up.

“We have reached an important
moment in our history. The reasonable
and rational people of this state and
our country must stand together and
condemn bad behavior. And whether
that bad behavior comes from the left-
wing media or directly from the White
House, we need to stand together and
speak out as one against that kind of
behavior. We, the rational majority,
must be louder and stronger, and we
must not allow others to air their per-
sonal baggage to bring down our insti-
tutions that have been so important to
the growth of our democracy.

“Let’s stick together and fight those
issues that have affected people in
New Jersey. In New Jersey, we have
some attitude, and we should use that
attitude. That attitude that we have
should fight against intolerance, in-
justice and bitterness. Today is the
day to start to act reasonable and civil
to each other in our country.

“Starting tomorrow, I intend to
travel this state and rally the rational,
reach out to the reasonable. And I
know you are out there. Whether
you’re Republican, Democrat or in-
dependent, I know you are out there.
And I will find you and ask you to join
with me, the Republicans and Demo-
crats, and work together, both major-
ity and minority, as one people, one
state, and one nation.”

Sponsored locally by:
Chelsea Senior Living 

Little Hearts, Big World CPR/First Aid Instruction

WOMEN’S HEART HEALTH FAIR
Learn what you need to know about women and heart attacks

Friday, February 2nd

5:30pm - 8:00pm
The Chelsea at Fanwood
295 South Avenue

Join us for healthy food, healthy talk and information about
heart disease, the #1 killer of women. Wear your red proudly! 

Recognizing heart attack 
 symptoms in women
Blood pressure checks by
the Fanwood Rescue Squad
Acupuncture

D

Hors d’oeuvres and wine
Raffles
Vendors include Jamberry, 
Arbonne, Young Living Essential 
Oils...and more!

Free gift of wine and chocolate!
Call 908-654-5200 for more info or directions.

CPR & First Aid

Instruction

Sponsors:

Jim Lowney/County of Union
INTERACTIVE LEARNING...Union County Freeholders Bette Jane Kowalski,
second from left, and Angel G. Estrada watch Plainfield Public Library Director
Mary Ellen Rogan, left, and Janice People, head of the children’s library,
demonstrate a smart table that was made possible with a Library Support Grant
from the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders. The smart table provides
customizable interactive learning opportunities for up to eight children at a time.

Second Women’s March
Saturday In Westfield

WESTFIELD — Organizers have
announced that the Second Annual
Women’s March in Westfield is set to
kick-off from the South Avenue side
of the Westfield Train Station at 9
a.m. this Saturday, January 20 and
march to the gazebo in Mindowaskin
Park.

Lisa Mandleblatt, a Democratic
candidate for the 7th Congressional
district, will kickoff the festivities at
the train station. The event will con-
clude with readings from Westfield
youth as well as speakers from
Westfield 20/20, Moms Demand Ac-
tion on Gun Violence, Union County
NOW and the Westfield High School
Democrats Club. There will be a hot
cocoa and a New Year’s resolution
postcard writing for those that wish to
write to our elected officials at the
park as well.

“Our chief purpose in having the
march in Westfield again this year is
to show our children that we must

always use our voices to peacefully
and constructively inspire change, and
to give community members of
Westfield and surrounding towns the
opportunity to march who may not be
able to attend larger marches planned
elsewhere in New Jersey and New
York City,“ said Jessica Golden
Cortes, who is organizing the event
with fellow Westfield residents, Lee
McDermott Schaefer, Menka
Panjwanj, Allison Cohen and Faye
Bowie.

Organizers of the march encourage
participants to wear whatever color
makes them feel the most empowered
and inspired, and to make posters/
signs that represent how they feel to
share their own message.

Organizers are asking those inter-
ested to register at https://
actionnetwork.org/events/westfield-
womens-march-2018 or contact them
a t
WestfieldWomensMarch18@gmail.com.

 Scutari Sworn in to New
Term As  District 22  Senator

TRENTON –  Senator Nicholas
Scutari (D-22nd, Linden)ttook the
oath of office on Jamuary 9 to con-
tinue representing the 22nd Legis-
lative District in the state Senate,
made up of parts of Middlesex,
Somerset and Union counties. Sen.
Scutari was sworn in during the
Senate 218th Legislative Session
reorganization meeting in the State-
house.

“I am honored to continue repre-
senting the residents of the 22th
Legislative District,”  Sen. Scutari
said. “I look forward to working
with my colleagues on both sides of
the aisle to advance policies that
will benefit our state’s most vulner-
able and to continuing to improve

the quality of life for those who
live, work, and raise a family in this
state.”

Sen. Scutari will continue to serve
as chairman of the Senate Judiciary
Committee. All judicial nominees are
reviewed by the Senate Judiciary
Committee before they are sent to the
state Senate for confirmation. Sen.
Scutari will also continue to serve as
a member of the Senate Commerce
Committee.

He was first elected to the Senate in
2003. Before his election the Senate,
Mr. Scutari was a member of the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders, where he became the young-
est freeholder chairman in county his-
tory.

PERSONAL

INJURY LAW

Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, LLC
1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
www.jonbramnick.com

4 million dollars

Attorneys Richard Brockway, Jonathan Arnold
and Dan Sloan resolved 4 million dollars

of matters in litigation for victims
seriously injured.

CALL

JON BRAMNICK

Bramnick firm settles

in accident cases during
the past two months.

Certified Civil Trial Lawyer

908-322-7000

HIGHEST HONOR...The Philadelphia
College of Osteopathic Medicine
(PCOM) has announced that Westfield
native Robert Cuzzolino, Ed.D., is the
recipient of the PCOM Alumni
Association’s Certificate of Honor, the
highest award given by the Associa-
tion. He is the vice-president for gradu-
ate programs and planning at PCOM
and a 1970 graduate of Westfield High
School. His mother, Janet Cuzzolino,
still resides in Westfield.

Pallone to Trump: NJ  Faces
Offshore Drilling Dangers

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Con-
gressman Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-6th)
released the following statement af-
ter the Interior Department announced
that it would exclude offshore drill-
ing from the coasts of Florida, while
leaving the rest of nearly all U.S.
waters, including the Atlantic, open
to offshore drilling.

“The Trump Administration is cor-
rect in concluding that offshore drill-
ing could have a devastating impact
on Florida’s tourism industry and
coastal economy. Yet, it inexplicably
fails to see the same risks for numer-
ous other states with thriving coastal
economies, including New Jersey. In
its politically motivated effort to pro-
tect only Florida, the Trump Admin-
istration forgets one of the key les-
sons from the Deepwater Horizon
spill: oil spills do not respect state
borders. A spill anywhere in the At-
lantic would cause environmental
damage all along the coast. This ac-
tion once again highlights the reck-
less, arbitrary and harmful decision-
making process for which this Ad-
ministration has become famous.

“The Jersey Shore is home to over
$700 billion in coastal properties and
a tourism industry that generates $38
billion a year and directly supports
almost half a million direct and indi-
rect jobs, or nearly 10 percent of the
state’s entire workforce. New Jersey’s

vibrant commercial fishing industry
generates over $7.9 billion annually
and supports over 50,000 jobs. The
state also has one of the largest salt-
water recreational fishing industries
in the nation. Like Florida, New Jer-
sey can simply not afford a spill off its
coast or anywhere in the Atlantic...” Planning Board

Reorganizes
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — During  the reor-
ganization meeting of the Cranford
Planning Board last Wednesday,
Kathleen Murray will again chosen  as
chairwoman/Class IV (Environmen-
tal Commission) (2017- 2018) while
Bobbi Anderson will continue as vice-
chairwoman/Class IV (2018-2021).

Also, Christopher Chapman was
reappointed as a member/Class II for
2018, Andrew Cossa was appointed,
filling a post left vacant by Ann
Steinbach, Class IV member (2018-
2021). Lynda Feder was appointed as
alternate secretary/Class IV (2015-
2018), and Donna Pedde was ap-
pointed as secretary/Class IV (2015-
2018).

Mark Rothman was reappointed as
board attorney. Township Commit-
teewoman Ann Dooley will serve with
Mayor Thomas Hannen Jr. as town-
ship committee members on the plan-
ning board.


