
Scotch Plains - Fanwood Times only
Page 8 Thursday, January 18, 2018 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

SCHILLER McMAHONSCHILLER McMAHON 
123 SOUTH AVENUE EAST • WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090 • SCHILLERMCMAHON.COM  •  908.233.4840

CIVIL & CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS
FORMER PROSECUTORS

CIVIL & CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS
FORMER PROSECUTORS

REGISTER NOW!
Spring Classes begin
January 22, 2018
Register By 1/21/18 www.UCC.edu

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cranford Redevelopment
“I don’t understand. There isn’t

anything wrong with it now,” said
Mr. Tears, who walked over in be-
tween cooking fish for customers to
express his anger towards the town-
ship threatening eminent domain of
the privately-owned lots in the study
area. Many of those businesses have
been operating since the early 1900s.
While Riverside Inn is considered
an institution by those who came out
to rally to Save The Dive, residents
and the property owners alike said
so are their businesses.

Ms. Swick said Chapman Bros.
began in 1932 and is the oldest run-
ning business on that block.

“I had a pretty good meal, you’ll
never guess where — Marino’s. My
car couldn’t start on Monday (Janu-
ary 8). Carmen rescued me. Thank
you, Carmen. I need gas for my car,
you’ll never guess where I go. I am
not a property owner, but I am a
stakeholder. To me, it is not an ugly
place at all. Eye of the beholder,”
Mr. Hayes, a 30-year resident of
Forest Avenue, said.

Some residents and local business
owners said taking away these insti-
tutions and making it a mirror image
of the development on South Avenue
would erase the quaintness of Cran-
ford. There has been a movement to
Keep Cranford Quaint since 7-
Eleven tried to take over a parcel of
land adjacent to a residential area on
North Avenue and Lincoln Avenue,
and when Hartz Mountain came out
publicly and said it wants to make
750 Walnut Avenue a residential zone
with 905 apartments, residents again
said no. Now with the township look-
ing to redevelop North Avenue East,
the outcry to Keep Cranford Quaint
has returned.

“It is a community, not an enter-
prise,” said Colonel Andrew Burns,
a longtime resident.

“This isn’t Hoboken, this isn’t even
Westfield,” Mr. Tears said. “Why
make it that? We are good the way
we are.”

“I see South Avenue…the growth...
but that doesn’t mean we should do
it everywhere... I don’t buy it,” said
Mr. Tears. Suzanne Millan said South
Avenue is “crisp, clean…but not
quaint.” She feels the layers of Cran-
ford resembling a Norman Rockwell
painting, as she described Cranford,
are peeling away.

One business owner, Ralph
Burnette, who owns a lot where Deco
Salon is to open in a matter of days,
and houses two apartments above,
has already hired an attorney to rep-
resent him in this matter. Attorney
Rob Simon disagrees that the statu-
tory criteria are met to satisfy the
local redevelopment and housing law
to designate the area a condemna-
tion area in need of redevelopment,
and he will have expert witnesses at
the public hearing of the study to
prove his case. “We vigorously op-
pose a redevelopment plan,” Mr.
Simon said.

Mike Mistretta of Harbor Con-
sultants, hired to prepare the study,
said the study “piggybacks on 33
years of planning efforts” by the
township, stating the township has
planned during this time to rede-
velop this part of North Avenue where

the eastbound side is adjacent to the
train line, and the Rahway River
flows at the perimeter next to River-
side Inn, as well as the westbound
side.

The township had purchased the
vacant, boarded up MDTV building
in 2015 and the parking lot across
the street, and has been approached
by an investor, Mayor Hannen said.

Mr. Mistretta said with Swan
Cleaners being an environmental
hazard site, a developer would more
likely buy it if it could also buy more
land to make it economically fea-
sible to take on the cost of cleanup.

Mayor Hannen also said by rede-
veloping the area, it would equate to
a higher tax base. Resident Bill
Hester rebuffed this thinking, by say-
ing adding more residents would
bring in more children that would
raise school taxes and increase costs
for the fire and police departments.

Courtesy of Mike Boyle
ON FIRE...A car fire occured Thursday at around 6 p.m. at the corner of Hetfield
and South Plains Avenues in Scotch Plains.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REMEMBERING DR. KING... Participants at the Scotch Plains Library on
Monday viewed a video of  Martin Luther King's 1964 Nobel Peace Prize speech
before taking part in discussions about the civil rights leader's legacy.

Mayor Eyes Improving
Comm.; Pool Rates to Rise
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Affordable
be situated in and around the down-
town business district as part of the
redevelopment efforts currently un-
derway, on Jerusalem Road across
from Scotch Hills Country Club and
on Beryllium Road and Waldheim
Avenue off Plainfield Avenue.

Mayor Smith said the township’s
zoning ordinances will be revised to
allow multi-family housing units to
be built on streets where they cur-
rently are not permitted. As the devel-
opment projects move forward, the
mayor said he is speaking with state
legislators about solutions in Trenton
that will result in “more logical, more
realistic” housing numbers than have
been agreed to with the Superior
Court. Mr. Renaud, the affordable-
housing attorney, expressed hope that
the state’s Council on Affordable
Housing (COAH) will be re-estab-
lished in some way and result in “bet-
ter numbers for us.”

Deputy Mayor Llewellyn Jones —
while lamenting that “a lot of home
rule control has been taken away”
from local governments as a result of
the housing litigation and settlements
— reassured residents that “the rest
of our zoning is protected.” Residen-
tial single-family zones, he said, are
not at risk of being overrun by devel-
opers seeking to build multi-family
housing.

The council also passed a resolu-
tion calling for all public street
projects to adhere to Complete Streets
policies, which are intended to make
streets and roads safe for pedestrians,
bicyclists and motorists, and, the
mayor has said, are an important com-
ponent of downtown redevelopment.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Westfield Me-
morial Pool rates were approved to
increase for this summer at the town
council meeting Tuesday. The in-
crease is in response to new mini-
mum wage rate increases and pool
maintenance, Town Administrator
Jim Gildea said. Users will see a $20
increase in main rates for residents
and non-residents; individual rates
will be increased by $5, and senior
citizen rates will not be raised. The
last time a rate increase had occurred
was in 2011, Mr. Gildea noted.

Brochures will be mailed at the
end of this month, and registration
begins in February or March, Mr.
Gildea said.

Mayor Shelley Brindle gave a re-
cap of her first two weeks as mayor,
when she had an opportunity to meet
a variety of town employees. She
thanked the Department of Public
Works (DPW) for clearing the streets
during the recent snowstorm, and
said she drove in the snow plow for
a couple of hours during the storm.
Mayor Brindle also thanked the MLK
Association for the interfaith service
held Monday in honor of Martin
Luther King Jr. Day.

In other news, Mayor Brindle an-
nounced that Megan Avallone, health
officer for the health department,
had given birth to a baby girl Sun-
day.

“One of my priorities...is improv-
ing communications with residents,”
Mayor Brindle said. The town is
investigating using social media and
video such as FaceBook Live.

“I have some informal technology
friends who are going to help out
with technology solutions...to create
more customer relationship strate-
gies,” Mayor Brindle said at the
workshop meeting.

Mayor Brindle said she is looking
at initiatives to enhance services to
residents, create efficiencies, and cre-
ate opportunities for economic de-
velopment in the downtown.

In other business, an ordinance
was introduced to allow three handi-
capped parking spaces. Two spaces
are to be added at Wilson Elemen-
tary School, and one space at 505
Cumberland Street.

The DPW is to do a final cleanup
of leaves that have been left over
from the leaf cleanup. The leaf col-

lection was extended because leaves
fell late, Mr. Gildea said, and so the
council approved to amend a con-
tract with the leaf collector to cover
the costs, and will be fulfilled with
the 2017 budget.

Town Planner Don Sammet was
reappointed as the municipal hous-
ing liaison. Allison Carrie was ap-
pointed to the historic preservation
commission, alternate member 2, and
Donna Canavan and Joseph Manzo
were appointed as members of the
Tree Preservation Commission.

The mayor and council also have
requested proposals for the positions
of prosecutor and public defender,
and for the yearly appointments of
town attorney, labor attorney, afford-
able housing counsel and bond coun-
sel. Applications are due by 10 a.m.
on Tuesday, January 23.

Residential inspections as part of
the town-wide revaluation process
are to begin this week, Mr. Gildea
said. More information on the re-
valuation can be found on the town’s
website.

During the workshop meeting, Ex-
ecutive Director of the Greater
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce Gene Jannotti requested to
hold the Chamber events, Spring
Fling and FestiFall, in the down-
town, and the Farmers’ Market in the
South Avenue train station parking
lot. Mr. Jannotti also made the re-
quest to add a beer and wine café at
the Spring Fling and FestiFall cel-
ebrations near the stage in an en-
closed area that would be super-
vised. Additionally, he has wanted to
expand the Spring Fling to Lot 2
where he would like to stage the
kids’ area.

“Something new, different to help
increase the draw,” Mr. Jannotti said.

“My concern about these
events...local businesses say it hurts
their business when they are
there...how can we make these festi-
vals work for our local businesses?”
Mayor Brindle asked.

“It works for 15 or 20 because
they take a space,” Mr. Jannotti said.

“He says they are doing well, you
say they are not. What’s happening?”
asked Councilwoman JoAnn Neylan.

“The American Shoe Repair,
Castle Bootery, Chocolate Bar,
Bovella’s, the arts place on Broad
(Street), they all participate year af-
ter year,” Mr. Jannotti said.

Mayor Brindle remarked that some
businesses have said they “have a
fundamental issue of paying to be in
front of their store.”

Mr. Jannotti said it costs the Cham-
ber about $10,000 for the services
provided which equates to $200
charged for the space at the fairs. Cham-
ber members get a discount, he said.

“The Chamber is about making
businesses strong, healthy,” said Mr.
Jannotti, who gave an example of
how retailer South Moon Under had
said they saw a 300-percent increase
in their store when they participated
in a booth located further away from
their store, because they used the
booth to draw customers to their store
by having a sample of their clothing
and offering coupons to the store.

Mayor Brindle said businesses
such as French Martini and Feast
Catering “all along that row...they
look at it as a loss of business.”

The council approved allowing
Spring Fling to be held, without a
beer and wine café, and the mayor
and council will look into Mr.
Jannotti’s requests for FestiFall.

During public comment, Adina
Toescu-Enculescu of Central Avenue
congratulated the new council mem-
bers and mayor for their win. “I am
confident that everybody who comes
to this microphone will always be
treated with respect and no trace of
arrogance, and nobody will be dis-
missed,” she said.

Resident Greg Kasko suggested
the town hold utility companies re-
sponsible for repairs they make to
the street after opening up the roads
by guaranteeing the repair is made
and holding public funds in escrow
taken from the utility company to
hold in the event they do not repair
the street after the utility work has
been completed.
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Downtown
committee also would like to have
Park Avenue closed to truck traffic,
with Mr. Strowe calling its current
designation as a north-south artery “a
major impediment” to downtown re-
development, adding that a safe Park
Avenue for pedestrians is “a must” for
successful downtown revitalization.

Mr. Strowe last week also listed a
number of items the committee would
like to take action on, with the town-
ship council’s assent. Besides further
exploration of plans for the public
properties in the downtown and in-
corporating the affordable-housing
obligations into the redevelopment
plans, the committee hopes to screen
requests for proposals and requests
for quotations from developers inter-
ested in purchasing and building on
the municipal-owned properties and
then forward those proposals to the
council for its consideration. The com-
mittee also will seek to meet with
downtown landlords and businesses
to hear “what their views are and what
they want” as redevelopment moves
forward. The committee also will push
for funding for needs studies for the
police and fire departments and the
rescue squad so they can ascertain
their needs in any new facilities.

The committee also hopes to con-
tinue working with library officials to
secure state funding for half of the
construction costs of a new facility
and working with county officials to
push state officials for a different
traffic pattern on Park Avenue, to
create the Route 22 park-and-ride
bus service and secure funds for a
jitney service.

Board Continues Review of
South Ave. Development Plan

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – The planning board
continued its discussions last Wednes-
day on the South Avenue I (Casale/
Petro Site) site plan review. The plan
calls for construction of 298 units.

Russo Development’s senior vice-
president and civil engineer, Douglas
G. Bartels, described the development’s
structural dimensions and chosen con-
struction materials to the board. Mr.
Bartels verified that the board agrees
the engineering specifics are feasible
while acknowledging residents inter-
ests in the design process.

Russo Development attorney Chris-
topher Minks said Russo has worked
extensively with the planning board
and that the borough has hired profes-
sionals to include all feasible design
features into the final site plan.

Mr. Minks said upon planning board
member Gene Jannotti’s request the
developer has looked into providing
electric-car charging stations inside
South Avenue I’s parking garage.

“It’s a way to better the product,” said
Mr. Minks, referring to the added de-
sign feature proposed by Mr. Jannotti.

Mr. Minks said each parking garage
floor will be fitted with resident secu-
rity access only for each floor. He said
an electronic key will recognize each
floor’s resident when they access the
building from their parking garage floor.

Mr. Bartels said the demolition pro-
cess should take six to nine months. Mr.
Minks added that the demolition pro-
cess will be “piecemeal” in nature be-
cause the materials being handled are
environmentally sensitive. Mr. Minks
said the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) details how the demoli-
tion must occur to eliminate residents’
exposure to any hazardous materials,
which are being sent to pre-determined
detainment locations.

Mr. Minks said the demolition pro-
cess will be a six-day-a-week project,
but should not create any noise distur-
bances for neighbors. The developer
will respect start and end times for

demolition each day, Mr. Minks said.
At the previous board meeting, Mr.

Minks said planning board members
voiced concerns regarding the parking
garage being aesthetically unpleasing.
Russo Development proposed a
“higher-quality concrete” to comple-
ment the rest of the structure.

“A more decorative material versus
concrete for the parking deck,” said Mr.
Minks in describing the composite go-
ing to be used to erect the parking
garage.

Mr. Minks said the concrete is not a
generic concrete used for support, em-
phasizing that Russo takes its final prod-
uct quality seriously.

Mr. Bartels said Russo considered
putting ivy or several plants alongside
that back side of the parking garage
facing the railroad tracks. Mr. Minks
said everything made the parking ga-
rage stand out more or become more
obvious except the proposed concrete
design.

The planning board reviewed sev-
eral garbage can designs alongside tree
plantings proposed to run alongside the
South Avenue pedestrian walkway. Mr.
Bartels stated that bicycle racks and
park benches have been included in the
design as per planning board requests.
The board was presented with aesthetic
designs and locations for such equip-
ment.

The planning board will continue its
review of the South Avenue I site plan
at its Wednesday, January 31 meeting.
Russo Development will present the
traffic study report at that meeting. Mr.
Minks said the traffic report will be
thoroughly reviewed at the next meet-
ing due to time constraints at the Janu-
ary 10 meeting. The borough’s hired
traffic consultant, Klein Traffic
Consulting’s Lee D. Klein, will provide
commentary and comparisons to
Russo’s traffic report presentation.

The borough’s hired engineer, Victor
Vinegra of Harbor Consultants, stated
that left turns and rights turns onto
South Avenue should be allowed for
residents leaving the development.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SAVE MARINO’S...As Michael Tears, co-owner of Marino's restaurant, stands
at the podium at last Wednesday’s Cranford Planning Board meeting to discuss
the proposed condemnation area in need of redevelopment study for North Avenue
East, audience member Wayne Hayes stands to shout his support for Marino’s.
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