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would decide to protect one business
from eminent domain along that
stretch of land in the study area and
not the other businesses operating
there. “It’s all a matter of where you
drink, who you know,” Mr. Hayes
said.

Mayor Hannen said he wants feed-
back from the owners to “help us
make that area better.”

“What if you redevelop and make a
much better Marino’s?” asked Mayor
Hannen.

“It’s great now,” said Mr. Hayes,
jumping up from his seat, and fol-
lowed by applause from the crowd.

“I don’t understand. There isn’t
anything wrong with it now,” said Mr.
Tears, who walked over in between
cooking fish for customers to express
his anger towards the township threat-
ening eminent domain of the privately-
owned lots in the study area. Many of
those businesses have been operating
since the early 1900s. While Riverside
Inn is considered an institution by those
who came out to rally to Save The Dive,
residents and the property owners alike
said so are their businesses.

Ms. Swick said Chapman Bros.
began in 1932 and is the oldest run-
ning business on that block.

“I had a pretty good meal, you’ll
never guess where — Marino’s. My
car couldn’t start on Monday (Janu-
ary 8). Carmen rescued me. Thank
you, Carmen. I need gas for my car,
you’ll never guess where I go. I am
not a property owner, but I am a
stakeholder. To me, it is not an ugly
place at all. Eye of the beholder,” Mr.
Hayes, a 30-year resident of Forest
Avenue, said.

Some residents and local business
owners said taking away these institu-
tions and making it a mirror image of
the development on South Avenue
would erase the quaintness of Cran-
ford. There has been a movement to
Keep Cranford Quaint since 7-Eleven
tried to take over a parcel of land
adjacent to a residential area on North
Avenue and Lincoln Avenue, and when
Hartz Mountain came out publicly and
said it wants to make 750 Walnut Av-
enue a residential zone with 905 apart-
ments, residents again said no. Now
with the township looking to rede-
velop North Avenue East, the outcry to
Keep Cranford Quaint has returned.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
DOWNTOWN DISCUSSION...Gene Jannotti, the executive director of the Greater
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce, discusses the Spring Fling street fair with
the mayor and council on Tuesday night.
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Cranford Redevelopment
ing tagged as affordable. The Lam-
berts Mill Road property where the
Amberg garden center is now located
will be developed into a 125-unit
complex with 19 affordable units. A
tract of land on North Avenue next to
the Charlie Brown’s restaurant will
be turned into a five-townhome,
seven-apartment complex, two of
which will be classified as afford-
able. A slice of adjacent land to the
west will be donated by the developer
to the township and will serve as a
buffer between the new housing and
the single-family homes to the west.

The Parker Garden site on Terrill
Road will be turned into apartments
containing 228 units and two rows of
townhomes, with 105 deemed as af-
fordable. A 2.5-acre wedge of prop-
erty adjacent to the Terrill Middle
School property will be remediated
by the developer and turned over to
the township as green space and pos-
sible use as playing fields. A third of
an acre of property across the right-
of-way at the rear of the Parker prop-
erty also will be turned over to the
township by the developer. The coun-
cil passed a resolution authorizing
the planning board to formally evalu-
ate the Parker property as a possible
Area in Need of Redevelopment. The
remaining 437 affordable-housing
units, Mr. Mistretta explained, will
be situated in and around the down-
town business district as part of the
redevelopment efforts currently un-
derway, on Jerusalem Road across
from Scotch Hills Country Club and
on Beryllium Road and Waldheim
Avenue off Plainfield Avenue.

Mayor Smith said the township’s
zoning ordinances will be revised to
allow multi-family housing units to
be built on streets where they cur-
rently are not permitted. As the devel-
opment projects move forward, the
mayor said he is speaking with state

“It is a community, not an enter-
prise,” said Colonel Andrew Burns, a
longtime resident.

“This isn’t Hoboken, this isn’t even
Westfield,” Mr. Tears said. “Why make
it that? We are good the way we are.”

“I see South Avenue…the growth...
but that doesn’t mean we should do it
everywhere... I don’t buy it,” said Mr.
Tears. Suzanne Millan said South
Avenue is “crisp, clean…but not
quaint.” She feels the layers of
Cranford resembling a Norman
Rockwell painting, as she described
Cranford, are peeling away.

One business owner, Ralph
Burnette, who owns a lot where Deco
Salon is to open in a matter of days,
and houses two apartments above,
has already hired an attorney to rep-
resent him in this matter. Attorney
Rob Simon disagrees that the statu-
tory criteria are met to satisfy the
local redevelopment and housing law
to designate the area a condemnation
area in need of redevelopment, and
he will have expert witnesses at the
public hearing of the study to prove
his case. “We vigorously oppose a
redevelopment plan,” Mr. Simon said.

Mike Mistretta of Harbor Consult-
ants, hired to prepare the study, said
the study “piggybacks on 33 years of
planning efforts” by the township,
stating the township has planned dur-
ing this time to redevelop this part of
North Avenue where the eastbound
side is adjacent to the train line, and
the Rahway River flows at the perim-
eter next to Riverside Inn, as well as
the westbound side.

The township had purchased the
vacant, boarded up MDTV building
in 2015 and the parking lot across the
street, and has been approached by an
investor, Mayor Hannen said.

Mr. Mistretta said with Swan Clean-
ers being an environmental hazard
site, a developer would more likely
buy it if it could also buy more land to
make it economically feasible to take
on the cost of cleanup.

Mayor Hannen also said by rede-
veloping the area, it would equate to
a higher tax base. Resident Bill Hester
rebuffed this thinking, by saying add-
ing more residents would bring in
more children that would raise school
taxes and increase costs for the fire
and police departments.
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Scotch Plains Affordable
legislators about solutions in Trenton
that will result in “more logical, more
realistic” housing numbers than have
been agreed to with the Superior
Court. Mr. Renaud, the affordable-
housing attorney, expressed hope that
the state’s Council on Affordable
Housing (COAH) will be re-estab-
lished in some way and result in “bet-
ter numbers for us.”

Deputy Mayor Llewellyn Jones —
while lamenting that “a lot of home
rule control has been taken away”
from local governments as a result of
the housing litigation and settlements
— reassured residents that “the rest
of our zoning is protected.” Residen-
tial single-family zones, he said, are
not at risk of being overrun by devel-
opers seeking to build multi-family
housing.

The council also passed a resolu-
tion calling for all public street
projects to adhere to Complete
Streets policies, which are intended
to make streets and roads safe for
pedestrians, bicyclists and motor-
ists, and, the mayor has said, are an
important component of downtown
redevelopment.

bond counsel. Applications are due
at 10 a.m. on Tuesday, January 23.

Residential inspections as part of
the town-wide revaluation process
are to begin this week, Mr. Gildea
said. More information on the re-
valuation can be found on the town’s
website.

During the workshop meeting, Ex-
ecutive Director of the Greater
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce Gene Jannotti requested to
hold the Chamber events, Spring
Fling and FestiFall, in the down-
town, and the Farmers’ Market in
the South Avenue train station park-
ing lot. Mr. Jannotti also made the
request to add a beer and wine café
at the Spring Fling and FestiFall
celebrations near the stage in an
enclosed area that would be super-
vised. Additionally, he has wanted
to expand the Spring Fling to Lot 2
where he would like to stage the
kids’ area.

“Something new, different to help
increase the draw,” Mr. Jannotti
said.

“My concern about these
events...local businesses say it hurts
their business when they are
there...how can we make these fes-
tivals work for our local busi-
nesses?” Mayor Brindle asked.

“It works for 15 or 20 because
they take a space,” Mr. Jannotti
said.

“He says they are doing well, you
say they are not. What’s happen-
ing?” asked Councilwoman JoAnn
Neylan.

“The American Shoe Repair,
Castle Bootery, Chocolate Bar,
Bovella’s, the arts place on Broad
(Street), they all participate year
after year,” Mr. Jannotti said.

Mayor Brindle remarked that
some businesses have said they

“have a fundamental issue of pay-
ing to be in front of their store.”

Mr. Jannotti said it costs the
Chamber about $10,000 for the ser-
vices provided which equates to
$200 charged for the space at the
fairs. Chamber members get a dis-
count, he said.

“The Chamber is about making
businesses strong, healthy,” said Mr.
Jannotti, who gave an example of
how retailer South Moon Under had
said they saw a 300-percent increase
in their store when they participated
in a booth located further away from
their store, because they used the
booth to draw customers to their
store by having a sample of their
clothing and offering coupons to
the store.

Mayor Brindle said businesses
such as French Martini and Feast
Catering “all along that row...they
look at it as a loss of business.”

The council approved allowing
Spring Fling to be held, without a
beer and wine café, and the mayor
and council will look into Mr.
Jannotti’s requests for FestiFall.

During public comment, Adina
Toescu-Enculescu of Central Av-
enue congratulated the new council
members and mayor for their win.
“I am confident that everybody who
comes to this microphone will al-
ways be treated with respect and no
trace of arrogance, and nobody will
be dismissed,” she said.

Resident Greg Kasko suggested
the town hold utility companies re-
sponsible for repairs they make to
the street after opening up the roads
by guaranteeing the repair is made
and holding public funds in escrow
taken from the utility company to
hold in the event they do not repair
the street after the utility work has
been completed.
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Pool Rates Increasing

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
THE GIFT OF LOVE...Kids made Valentine's Day cards for children at the
Children's Specialized Hospital in Mountainside, one of the many activities during
Monday’s annual Cranford Interfaith Council MLK Day service project at the
First Presbyterian Church of Cranford to help a variety of organizations.

Mayor Delivers State
Of the Borough Address

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Mayor
Paul Mirabelli delivered the annual
State of Mountainside address at
Tuesday’s borough council meet-
ing.

According to the mayor, because
of its high property values, low taxes
and small-town community atmo-
sphere, Mountainside was ranked
the 12th best town in the state and
the 16th “hottest” real estate mar-
ket. The mayor stated that what
makes Mountainside unique is its
residents’ commitment to
volunteerism and community in-
volvement.

On behalf of all borough resi-
dents and elected officials, he
thanked members of the fire depart-
ment, police department and the
rescue squad for their dedication
and service. Mayor Mirabelli urged
younger residents and newcomers
to the community to join one of the
more than dozen civic organizations
such as the Lions, Rotary Club,
Police Athletic League, the Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars or one of the
youth sports organizations. In par-
ticular, the mayor noted that the
Mountainside Boy Scouts have pro-
duced more than a dozen Eagle
Scouts, a significant accomplish-
ment considering the size of the
community, and acknowledged the
immediate positive impact which
the newly-formed Mountainside
Beautification Committee has had
on the downtown area.

Looking forward to 2018, the
mayor predicted that the develop-
ment of the Barnes Tract will likely
begin this year, and explained that
the developer for the project, Pop
Realty, in addition to paying more
than $1 million for the property, has
agreed to expand the adjoining
county trails and repave the parking
lot at the Mountainside Community
Pool. The mayor reminded all resi-
dents that high-density housing and
the fair housing requirements were
forced on the community, and re-
peated the council’s commitment to
working with Pop Realty to insure
that the development fits the char-

acter of the community.
In addition, in response to con-

cerns over increasing traffic con-
gestion, a comprehensive traffic
survey will be done in 2018. Mayor
Mirabelli urged residents to attend
council meetings, raise issues, ad-
vise the council of their concerns
and take an active role in the com-
munity. He commended borough
council members for their careful
stewardship and fiscal responsibil-
ity, noting that despite rising costs
and challenges, the governing body
has kept tax increases under the
state-mandated, 2-percent cap.

In other business, the council
unanimously voted to appoint Ryan
Carr as a police officer, and to apply
for a Municipal Alliance grant of
$15,743 which will be used to com-
bat drug and alcohol abuse in the
community. Councilman Robert W.
Messler was appointed to the Union
County Transportation Advisory
Board with Borough Engineer
Michael Disko serving as his alter-
nate. Zenon Moriak was appointed
to serve as Mountainside’s repre-
sentative on the Union County Air
Traffic Noise Advisory Board.

The council confirmed that its
members have familiarized them-
selves with the contents of the fed-
eral government’s Equal Employ-
ment Opportunity Commission’s en-
forcement guidance documents, ap-
proved several budget transfers for
Social Security contributions and
police dispatcher salaries and
wages, and authorized the purchase
of a new truck for the Department
of Public Works via the Morristown
Cooperative Pricing. Looking ahead
to the annual Fourth of July cel-
ebration, the council approved a
contract with Garden State Fire-
works and conducted the first read-
ing of an ordinance which would
provide two complimentary guest
passes if pool members pay their
membership fees in full prior to
April 15 of the membership year.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
PRELIMINARY REPORT...Mike Mistretta of Harbor Consultants discusses the
findings of a preliminary report for the redevelopment of North Avenue East
during last Wednesday’s Cranford Planning Board meeting. Eighteen properties
are included in the study for the stretch that is listed as a condemnation area in need
of redevelopment.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
A TRIBUTE TO DR. KING...People enter St. Paul's Episcopal Church for the
start of Westfield’s Interfaith Commemoration Service on Monday honoring Dr.
Martin Luther King.
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South Ave.
walkway. Mr. Bartels stated that bi-
cycle racks and park benches have
been included in the design as per
planning board requests. The board
was presented with aesthetic de-
signs and locations for such equip-
ment.

The planning board will continue
its review of the South Avenue I site
plan at its Wednesday, January 31
meeting. Russo Development will
present the traffic study report at
that meeting. Mr. Minks said the
traffic report will be thoroughly re-
viewed at the next meeting due to
time constraints at the January 10
meeting. The borough’s hired traf-
fic consultant, Klein Traffic
Consulting’s Lee D. Klein, will pro-
vide commentary and comparisons
to Russo’s traffic report presenta-
tion.

The borough’s hired engineer,
Victor Vinegra of Harbor Consult-
ants, stated that left turns and rights
turns onto South Avenue should be
allowed for residents leaving the
development.
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