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North Ave. Redevelopment
Targets Derelict Properties

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Peter Jacobs, the
owner of Riverside Inn, which
some call The Dive, made a plea
on social media asking people to
attend a planning board meet-
ing, scheduled for January 10,
and speak out against the town-
ship taking eminent domain of
his property. Commissioner
Patrick Giblin told The Westfield
Leader Tuesday that the intent of
the study of North Avenue is to
clean up Swan Cleaners and the
MDTV Building on North Avenue.

The township has not approached
the Riverside Inn to take emi-
nent domain of the property,
Commissioner Giblin told The
Leader.

The township had recom-
mended to the planning board
last year to study a portion of
North Avenue to determine if it
can be deemed a condemnation
area in need of redevelopment.
In the report by Harbor Consult-
ants, it states that the township
would intend to use power of
eminent domain. The area Har-
bor studied is a portion of both

the north and south sides of North
Avenue downtown, which in-
cludes Riverside Inn, as well as
the fire house and municipal lot
on Springfield Avenue, which is
owned by the township. The plan-
ning board was to discuss the
study on January 10.

The township also owns the
boarded up MDTV building, 27
North Avenue, since it purchased
it in 2015 for $1.3 million, as well
as the parking lot across the
street. Currently, the township
has a personal injury complaint
filed against it from Edan Ben
Elazar, who also is in litigation
with Macrietta Cleaners, Inc., the
corporation that owned Swan
Cleaners, claiming vapors from
leaking underground storage
tanks caused personal medical
injuries when he was operating a
business next door.

During the official township
committee meeting on Tuesday,
Township Clerk Patricia Donahue
served as clerk for the first time
since she was appointed to the
position last week. Ms. Donahue
was formerly deputy clerk for the
Township of Berkeley Heights.

Eagle Scouts Kevin McCarthy
and Roy Walton of Boy Scout
Troop 80 were honored with a
proclamation and key to the
township for their achievement
in earning Boy Scouting’s high-
est rank. Roy’s Eagle Scout
project involved the construc-
tion of two rain gardens in the
Master Gardeners’ Demonstra-
tion Garden Area. Kevin’s Eagle
Scout Project was the beautifica-
tion of Johnson Park, where he
installed 100 feet of privacy fenc-
ing and a picnic table, as well as
cleaning up the park.

During the committee’s official
business, Frank Klapinski was

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — During Tuesday
night’s Garwood Borough Coun-
cil meeting, Councilwoman Sara
Todisco suggested the Buildings
and Grounds Committee draft a
letter on the council’s behalf ask-
ing if the board of education would
make financial contributions to
the Hartman Park renovation
project. The contribution could
be a percentage of the final
project cost, stated Ms. Todisco.
Lincoln School kindergarten
classes use the park during re-
cess, as do other children in the
community during off-school
hours.

“While respecting the different
domains of the council and the
school board, ultimately tax dol-

lars are tax dollars, regardless of
the entity using them,” said Ms.
Todisco.

Ms. Todisco stated the prevail-
ing wisdom is if the board of
education has a larger 2018 capi-
tal expenditure budget compared
to that of the council, any finan-
cial assistance would be less
money further bonded at an in-
terest rate paid for by the tax-
payer later on, stated Ms.
Todisco.

Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro
stated she supports a plan where
the residents will be held ac-
countable for the least money in
the long run, including less bor-
rowed money.

“It would certainly not be an
unreasonable request given the

Garwood Council Addresses
Hartman Park Funding

BEGINNING A NEW TERM...Union County Sheriff Peter Corvelli swears in
Garwood Councilwoman Sara Todisco for a new term at the January 2 Garwood
Borough Council reorganization meeting as longtime residents Pat DiFabio and
Angelo Alimonti hold the Bible.
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Cranford BOE Candidates
Sworn in at Reorg. Meeting

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — Re-elected mem-
bers were sworn in at the board
of education’s (BOE) reorganiza-
tion meeting Monday night. Four
candidates ran for three open
spots on the board this past No-
vember. Incumbent members
Kurt Petschow, Jr., Lisa Carbone
and Kristen Mallon ran alongside
newcomer Rita Della Valle.

As previously reported by The
Westfield Leader, Ms. Carbone
received 3,634 votes; Mr.
Petschow garnered 2,995 votes,
and Ms. Mallon had 2,737 votes,
defeating Ms. Della Valle, who
received 2,491 votes.

Board member Maria Loikith
nominated Mr. Petschow in the
board vote for president of the
board, telling the audience,
“we’ve been moving in a positive
direction” under the leadership
of Mr. Petschow.

Mr. Petschow thanked the board
for his nomination and com-

mented that the job is something
that “can’t be done as one per-
son and there are nine of us that
fill this role.” Mr. Petschow will
continue to fill the role of presi-
dent while Ms. Carbone will again
fill the role of vice-president.

In other board business, Rob-
ert S. Morrison, the district’s au-
ditor, presented a report on an
audit for the 2016-2017 school
year. Mr. Morrison told the board
“this district has always had very
few or no recommendations” and
this year would be no different.

Superintendent of Schools Scott
Rubin, Ed.D., gave the board an
update on the search for the new
director of student services. Su-
perintendent Rubin told the board
the district advertised a couple
of months ago and did first- and
second-round interviews to fill
the position.

At this point, Mr. Rubin told the
board the committee has ex-
panded and there is “a great cross
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