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PERSONAL

INJURY LAW

Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, LLC
1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
www.jonbramnick.com

4 million dollars

Attorneys Richard Brockway, Jonathan Arnold
and Dan Sloan resolved 4 million dollars

of matters in litigation for victims
seriously injured.

CALL

JON BRAMNICK

Bramnick firm settles

in accident cases during
the past two months.

Certified Civil Trial Lawyer

908-322-7000

IT PAYS TO UPGRADE!
Trade in your old used furnace or boiler & receive

$1000*

Towards the purchase of a new heating system!

*Mention Ad.  Restrictions apply. Call for details. 
Rich Bogda Master Plumbing Lic. #09897 & HVAC 19HC00149800

“Your Thumbs Up Guys”
CALL  

888-902-3371
service-professionals.com

Free Nest Wi-Fi 
Thermostat  
with any new high  

efficiency heat installation.
Valued at $249.99

PLUS

BEGINNING A NEW TERM...Union County Sheriff Peter Corvelli swears in
Garwood Councilwoman Sara Todisco for a new term at the January 2 Garwood
Borough Council reorganization meeting as longtime residents Pat DiFabio and
Angelo Alimonti hold the Bible.

Town Atty., Appointments
Going to RFP/RFQ Process

Rec. Commission Swears
In New Chair, Members

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Several new mem-
bers of the recreation commission at-
tended the group’s first meeting of
2018 which was held Monday night.

As part of the reorganization asso-
ciated with Mayor Shelley Brindle’s
new administration, Gary Fox was
appointed chairman of the commis-
sion, Monica Bergin was appointed
vice-chairwoman, and newly sworn-
in Second Ward Councilman Michael
Dardia will serve as the council’s
liaison with the commission. The com-
mission appointed Ruth Maloney as
recording secretary for the upcoming
year. The appointment of the board of
education liaison will likely occur
before the end of the month.

The new members of the commis-
sion are all longtime Westfield resi-
dents with extensive involvement in
youth sports. Ms. Maloney has three
children and has coached both bas-
ketball and softball; Ms. Bergin is a
lifelong resident of Westfield with
three daughters, and Brad Rothenberg
has lived in town for 18 years and has
three children. Councilman Dardia
has two sons who are high-school
students. Mr. Dardia has coached la-
crosse for many years.

Mr. Fox began the meeting by
thanking former Commission Chair-
man Peter Echausse for his commit-
ment and service to the community,
its athletes, and its parks and fields.
Councilman Dardia then provided a
report from the town council during
which he stated that the governing
body is looking forward to the cen-
tennial celebration of Mindowaskin
Park in June and recognized and sup-
ported the important work done by
the commission.

Recreation Director Doug
Bogardus then provided a detailed
report on the status of several ongo-
ing projects. He explained that the
repairs and maintenance operations
at Sid Faye and Houlihan Fields were
successfully completed and recom-
mended investigating the feasibility
of entering into a contract with a
vendor who would groom and rake
the field three times a year. According
to Mr. Bogardus, regular maintenance
would likely extend the life of the
field complex and would cost ap-
proximately $10,000 a year.

Mr. Bogardus next updated those
present on several personnel changes
including the recent promotion of
Linda Johnson to the position of pro-
gram director. The department cur-
rently has an opening for a trans-

portation coordinator and will shortly
begin the administrative process for
filling that position. Aquatics Director
Heather Re will return from maternity
leave later this month. Since one of the
department’s goals for the upcoming
year is to potentially expand the num-
ber of programs and services available
to disabled residents, commission
members agreed it would be prefer-
able to hire staff with a background in
therapeutic recreation.

Several pool-related issues also
were discussed. Mr. Bogardus ex-
plained that the recent cold weather
has caused delays in plans to install
air conditioning in the Memorial Pool
training room and manager’s office.
The air conditioning is necessary in
order to maintain the temperature of
the pool control equipment. He also
noted that the pool membership fees
have not increased since 2011 and,
due to the significant impact of a
possible statewide increase in the
minimum wage and the need to main-
tain the pool facilities, the commis-
sion agreed a fee increase in the $5 to
$10 range for each membership cat-
egory would be necessary for the
upcoming pool season.

Commission members also re-
viewed the schematics for the pro-
posed new bathroom facility at Me-
morial Field which they hope will be
completed this year and is estimated
to cost approximately $250,000. The
town has agreed to help defray the
cost of the project by assisting with
the installation of utilities.

The bulk of the two-hour meeting
was devoted to a detailed overview of
the proposed upgrades to Tamaques
Park. Mr. Echausse walked the new
members and other meeting attend-
ees through the proposed capital im-
provement project. The three-phrase
project includes increased parking,
installation of two multi-purpose turf
fields, and construction of a new multi-
purpose building.

According to Mr. Echausse, field
user groups and residents have re-
peatedly stated that the 110-acre park
is long overdue for an upgrade, not-
ing that over utilization of all town
fields during the spring sports season
is especially challenging due to the
large number of soccer, baseball and
lacrosse players. In addition, the lack
of parking at Tamaques Park is a
major issue, he said.

The commission agreed to invite
John Bell, the engineer who has been
working on the design for the project
since 2015, to attend its Monday,
February 5 meeting.

New St. Lamps in Cranford
Too Bright for Some

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The new street
lamps installed in the downtown have
struck some residents as being too
bright, and as a way to remedy that the
Department of Public Works has in-
stalled dimmer switches on eight
lamps on a portion of Miln Street as a
means to test if that alleviates the
concern, Township Engineer Will-
iam Masol said at a workshop meet-
ing of the township committee Mon-
day. The lamps are each 10,000 lu-
mens, and with a dimmer switch can
be dimmed to 4,500 lumens. They
have a K value of 4,000, which is a
white light as opposed to a yellow
light, he said.

In 2015, the historical society ad-
vised the committee to add an amber
film coating to the new LED lights to
give a softer glow reminiscent of the
historical gas lights previously used
in the township.

To the contrary, Commissioner
Mary O’Connor had said, “other
people say they look cleaner and
safer.”

Installation of a new traffic light at
the intersection of Alden Street and
North Union Avenue, as well as the
paving of Alden Street, is to get un-
derway in March, Mr. Masol said.

Other paving projects to begin this
year include Oak Lane, scheduled to
be paved by Elizabethtown Gas. Pine
Street, Hawthorne Street and River-
side Drive are to be paved to close out

the 2017 paving project, he said.
The next flood control projects on

tap include Phase 2B of the storm
drainage and flood management im-
provement projects in the northeast
quadrant of the flood zone, as well as
the desilting of the Rahway River and
dam replacements there. Mott
MacDonald is the engineer hired to
complete these jobs, which are to be
finished this year, Mr. Masol said.

The township committee an-
nounced it is to hold a special meet-
ing to discuss the budget on Saturday,
January 27. The committee had dis-
cussed the possibility of this in previ-
ous workshop meetings as a means to
include more residents in the budget
process. A place or time was not an-
nounced.

An e-mail was received by a group
of concerned residents pertaining to
the use of animals in circuses and
events in the township, Commissioner
Patrick Giblin said. Mr. Giblin sug-
gested the committee relay the con-
cerns to the Chamber, which runs
most of these events.

The committee also held an execu-
tive session prior to and at the conclu-
sion of the public session to discuss
vacant property, contractual matters
with Maser Consulting and NJ Tran-
sit, and personnel matters pertaining
to the tax collector.

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – While newly sworn
in Mayor Shelley Brindle made many
board and employee appointments last
week, noticeably absent from the agenda
were appointments for the positions of
Westfield municipal prosecutor, public
defender and municipal judge.

According to Town Administrator
Jim Gildea, the town will issue re-
quests for proposals/requests for
qualifications (RFP/RFQ) solicitation
allowing attorneys to apply for both
the positions of prosecutor and pub-
lic defender.

Mr. Gildea told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that under the law,
when no appointment is made the
existing employees become hold-over
appointments. He said that current

Prosecutor Anthony Prieto, Public
Defender Gavin Handwerker and
Judge Brenda Cuba “all agreed ver-
bally” to remain on the job until new
appointments are made.

Mr. Gildea added that the position
of municipal judge is not being solic-
ited by RFP/RFQ, but that someone
will be selected by Mayor Brindle.

While former Mayor Tom Jardim
and his firm, Jardim, Meisner and
Susser, P.C., were appointed as town
attorney at last week’s reorganization
meeting, it was only for a term not to
exceed 60 days. A permanent candi-
date for this position also will be
sought through RFP/RFQ, according
to Mr. Gildea.

It was unknown as of press time
whether any of the current employees
will be applying for the positions with
the new administration.

2nd Annual Women’s
March Set for Jan. 20th

WESTFIELD — The second an-
nual Westfield Women’s March will
be held Saturday, January 20 from the
southside of the Westfield Train Sta-
tion.

Participants will gather at 9 a.m.
The march to the Mindowaskin Park
gazebo will begin at 9:30 a.m. with
program to begin a 10:15 a.m. The
event is free but registration is encour-
aged.

www.goleader.com

Faella Retiring as County
Mgr. Effective March 1

ELIZABETH — Union County
Manager Alfred J. Faella has an-
nounced his retirement effective
March 1.

Mr. Faella, 62, announced his
retirement after a career spanning
25 years in city, state and county
governments. He has served the
last six years at the helm of county
government as its manager, report-
ing to the freeholder board. He is
the 11th top executive under the
county manager form of govern-
ment.

“I am grateful for the opportunity
to have served the residents of Union
County in this capacity, and I am
thankful to the freeholder board for
their support and confidence in me,”
said Mr. Faella, a lifelong resident of
Union County who lives in
Mountainside and hails from Eliza-
beth. “Working through the freeholder
board, we’ve been able to accom-
plish many great things for the resi-
dents of Union County.”

Among the many accomplishments
Mr. Faella cited working with the
freeholder board was the county’s
economic recovery from the reces-
sion that began in 2008, rebounding
to a AAA Bond rating, the expansion
of critical programs and services, the
recovery from Superstorm Sandy, and
a smooth operational flow of county
government.

Mr. Faella said he is looking for-
ward to the “next phase” of his life,

pursuing family, volunteer, recreation
and travel activities.

Freeholder Chairman Sergio
Granados thanked Mr. Faella for his
public service.

“Al has done a great job in imple-
menting the day-to-day services of
county government, as well as the
initiatives and directives of the free-
holder board,” Mr. Granados said.
“Al is also a truly exemplary leader
who has been passionate about fo-
cusing on quality of life issues fac-
ing our residents. We thank him for
his effort and sacrifices in making
county government work for our resi-
dents and wish him well in his retire-
ment.”

The freeholder board expects to
make a final decision before March 1
on appointing a new county manager,
according to a county press release
issued yesterday.


