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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Governor Byrne Dies at 93;
Served Two Terms in 1970s

Former Governor Brendan Byrne
died Thurday nigh at the age of 93. He
two terms as governor from 1974 to
1982.

“Gov. Byrne had an extraordinary
career in public service,” Governor
Chris Christie said in a statement. He
said Gov. Byrne had also served as
Essex County prosecutor and qw a
Superior Court judge as well as coun-
sel to Governor Robert Meyner, a
fellow Democrat who served from
1954 to  1962.

State Senate President Steve
Sweeney (D-3rd, Gloucester) said the
state had lost one of its "most politi-
cally courageous public leaders," ac-
cording to Newsmax report.

“I had the honor and pleasure of
knowing Brendan Bryne my entire
life...he took my mother out of the
kitchen in West Orange to the halls of
Trenton as a special assistant to the
governor and swore me in as mayor
three times,” Fanwood Mayor Col-
leen said in a message on Facebook.

Gov. Byrne was elected to the New
Jersey Hall of Fame in 2011.

Christie Rips Dems Over
Inaction on Arbitration Cap

Governor Chris Christie Tweeted
last week on the State Legislature’s
failure to extend the 2 percent arbitra-
tion cap for police and firefighters
contracts that reach the arbitration
stage.

“It is a shame that Democrats in the
Legislature are paralyzed and let the
arbitration cap expire. This will lead
to higher property taxes and to nega-
tive action from ratings agencies.
Governors lead. So let me be clear --
we need this cap now. Everyone in
leadership should be as clear.”

Coughlin Takes Over As
New Assembly Speaker

Craig Coughlin (D-19th,
Woodbridge) took the oath as the
new Assembly speaker, Assembly-
man Jerry Green (D-22nd, Plainfield)
was again chosen as Assembly
speaker pro tempore, Assemblyman
Lou Greenwald (D-6th, Voorhees)
returned as Assembly majority leader
and five newly elected Democrats
took their oaths when the New Jer-
sey General Assembly reorganized
on Tuesday in Trenton.

Asm. Coughlin, a Woodbridge resi-
dent, will preside over an Assembly
led by Democrats, 54-26, the largest
Democratic majority since 1978, ac-
cording to a press release from the
Assembly Majority Office.

Group Opposes State
Nuclear Tax Legislation

In response to a push by PSE&G
promoting the saving of New Jersey’s
nuclear power plants, a group made up
of representatives of consumer, busi-
ness, and environmental organizations
strongly opposed S-3560/A-5330.

Under the bill, the state’s Board of
Public Utilities (BPU) would estab-
lish a Nuclear Diversity Certificate
(NDC) program. Power plants would
have to be licensed to operate by the
United States Nuclear Regulatory
Commission through 2030 or later.
Also, operators would have to pro-
vide financial information demon-
strating that the plant would cease
operations. The legislation, however,
stalled and was not put up for a vote
before the end of the legislative ses-
sion on Monday.

The group opposing the legislation
includes the New Jersey Clean En-

ergy, Environmental Defense Fund,
Natural Resources Defense Council,
AARP New Jersey, NJ Citizen Ac-
tion, and Environment New Jersey.

“The nuclear tax legislation threat-
ens to place a $300 million/year bur-
den on all New Jersey electricity us-
ers to subsidize PSE&Gs aging
nuclear power plants, regardless of
whether or not PSE&G is their elec-
tricity supplier,” according to a press
release put out by the group.

They say their are “innumerable
flaws with the bill including its re-
quirement that taxpayers pay subsi-
dies to profitable energy corpora-
tions.”

According to a Gannett report on
northjersey.com, Public Service En-
terprise Group representatives have
told state lawmakers that without a
state subsidy, nuclear power will be
unprofitable within two years and
could lead to the closing PSEG’s Hope
Creek and Salem nuclear power plants
in Salem County, accounting for “40
percent of the power consumed by
New Jersey homes and businesses.”

AFP-NJ Opposes Tax
Subsidies to Lure Amazon

Americans for Prosperity-New
Jersey (AFP-NJ) urged the Senate
Budget and Appropriations Com-
mittee to vote against Senate Bill
3631, legislation introduced by
Senators Ray Lesniak (D-20th,
Elizabeth) and Samuel Thompson
(D-12th, Old Ridge) that will pro-
vide special tax handouts to Ama-
zon if it chooses to build its second
headquarters in Newark. The bill
was passed by both houses
overwhemingly on Monday and sent
to Governor Chris Christie.

“Corporate welfare is a reverse
Robin Hood of the worst kind, taking
money from everyday New Jersey resi-
dents in order to give to the powerful
and well-connected. Instead of relying
on taxpayer-funded subsidies to lure
Amazon, senate leaders should focus
on the strengths that already make
Newark a prime location, like its ac-
cess to ports and freight corridors,
proximity to population centers of New
York City and Philadelphia, and highly
educated workforce,” said AFP-NJ
State Director Erica Jedynak. “This
new year, we should resolve to let go
of bad habits and instead level the
playing field by fighting for tax and
regulatory relief for all businesses, not
tax handouts for special interests.”

AFP-NJ recently organized a press
conference with the New Jersey Policy
Perspective (NJPP) to express opposi-
tion to New Jersey’s offer of $7 billion
in tax incentives to lure Amazon to
Newark, according to its press release.

Bramnick Resigns as Chair
of  Westfield GOP Committee
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-

21st, Westfield) has resigned as chair-
man of the Westfield Republican Town
Committee. He has been replaced by
Councilwoman Joann Neylan.

Wildstein Launches
PoliticsDW.com

The Jaffe Briefing, an online report
published by Cranford-based Jaffe
Communications, has reported that
David Wildstein, a former key ally of
Governor Chris Christie who was sen-
tenced to three years’ probation and
500 hours of community service for
his involvement in the Bridgegate scan-
dal, has launched a website called
PoliticsDW.com. Mr. Wildstein pre-
viously operated PoliticsNJ.com un-
der the alias of Wally Edge.

Courtesy of Krystal Zawoysky
NEW COUNCILMAN...Richard McCormack is sworn as a member the Garwood
Borough Council by Borough Clerk Clerk Christina Ariemma at the January 2
reorganization meeting. Holding the Bible are his grandsons, Peyton, Hunter and
Mason Zawoysky
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Garwood BOE Fails to
Elect President for ’18

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — Board of educa-
tion members last week were unable
to agree on who should lead the board
in 2018, with two candidates both
receiving an equal number of votes, a
development that means the Union
County Superintendent will select a
new president.

At the board’s January 3 reorgani-
zation meeting, both Susan Groning
and Christine Guerriero received four
votes to serve as board president. A
second vote resulted in the same num-
ber of votes for each candidate. Board
member Sal Piarulli, whose vote could
have broken the tie, was absent from
the meeting.

Board attorney John Geppert said
because a board president had to be
elected during the board’s first meet-
ing of the year, the county superinten-
dent, after reviewing the resumes of
Ms. Groning and Ms. Guerriero, will
make a selection before the board’s
next meeting on Wednesday, January
17.

Borough resident Bruce Paterson
told the board that he had observed
“factions forming in local Politics,”
especially between Democrats and
Republicans on the borough council,
but said that factions can emerge on
non-partisan entities as well. He urged
board members to instead work cohe-

sively for a better community.
Beyond the standoff in selecting a

president, Amanda Langston was ap-
proved as board of education vice-
president for 2018. The board also
approved several board members for
state representative positions. Board
member Linda Koenig will serve on
the Union County Educational Ser-
vices Commission Board.

Ms. Guerriero and Ms. Langston
were approved as Ms. Koenig’s alter-
nates. Ms. Guerriero will remain as
the Clark Board of Education liaison.
Board member Tracey Roland will
serve as a New Jersey School Boards
Association delegate, with Mary Ann
Kjetsaa serving as an alternate. Board
member Tina Simitz will serve as
Union County School Boards Asso-
ciation delegate with Ms. Langston
chosen as an alternate for Ms. Simitz.

Board members will also serve on
several subcommittees, including
education and public relations, policy,
buildings and grounds, and negotia-
tions. Those committee members and
chairpersons will be announced at the
January 17 meeting.

Three board members — Ms.
Guerriero, Ms. Koenig and new
member Albert Del Conte — were
sworn-in last week to three-year
terms ending in 2020 while Ms.
Kjetsaa was sworn in to serve a one-
year term.
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THE JAMES WARD  
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Make Our Mansion Your Mansion 
“ T H E  B E S T  K E P T  S E C R E T ”  I N  N E W  J E R S E Y 

Specializing in weddings, birthday parties,  
anniversaries, holiday parties and fundraisers.

M A K E  Y O U R  R E S E R VAT I O N  T O D AY !
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We make buy recommendations on stocks from $5.00 to $100.00 
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Please join us!!! 

The Executive Board of the Westfield PAL 

Cordially invites everyone in our community to 

Our cocktail party and fundraiser!! 

 

“Helping our youth of today become adults tomorrow” 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Numerous carving stations, open bar (beer and wine) passed hors d’oeuvres, live band and 

silent auction items up for bid! All proceeds go directly towards PAL youth programs in 

Westfield and the surrounding communities we support. 

Date: Saturday evening, February 3rd, 2018 7-11 PM 

Location: Shackamaxon Country Club 

Cost: only 75.00 per person 

To register: https://tinyurl.com/yahvebrp

Questions: jduganjr@comcast.net 

Replacement of Water
Main to Begin Monday

FANWOOD — Weather permitting,
construction will begin this Monday,
January 15, on the $1-million replace-
ment of a 2,700-foot water main along
North Avenue, from Terrill Road in
Plainfield to Martine Avenue in
Fanwood. The 24-inch water main,
installed in the 1930s, will be replaced
with a 30-inch ductile iron main. Work
is to be completed by the end of March.

Montana Construction, American
Water’s contractor, will be working
from 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday
through Saturday, and on Sundays if
needed, according to a American Wa-
ter press release on Fanwood’s website.
Final street restoration will be com-
pleted by this summer.

“While we interconnect the new
main to the distribution system, cus-
tomers may experience a temporary
service interruption. Customers may
also experience a slight discoloration
of water. If this happens, run the wa-
ter until it is clear,” American Water

advised customers in the release.
Once installed, customers will be

connected to the new main. As the
service utility is being replaced cus-
tomers will experience a 30- to 60-
minute interruption of service. Cus-
tomers will be notified the day the
service line is to be replaced on their
property and given instructions on
how to flush the household plumbing
prior to using water. If a customer is
not home, written instructions will be
left at their front door.

Amazon Incentive Bill
Clears NJ Assembly

TRENTON – Legislation (A-5340)
sponsored by Assembly Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) providing tax credits to
Amazon as an incentive to locate a
second North American headquarters
in New Jersey received Assembly ap-
proval on Monday.

“Bringing Amazon to New Jersey is
a priority. It will create good paying,
permanent jobs. The company’s Se-
attle campus is a boon to the city’s
economy. We have an opportunity to
do the same in our state,” Asm.
Bramnick said. “This legislation will
make us more competitive and help
bring similar companies to New Jer-
sey, which will stimulate the economy.
We must compete in today’s competi-
tive market with other states.” The
legislation  also was approved by the
State Senate on Monday. 

Cranford BOE Candidates
Sworn in at Reorg. Meeting

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — Re-elected mem-
bers were sworn in at the board of
education’s (BOE) reorganization
meeting Monday night. Four candi-
dates ran for three open spots on the
board this past November. Incum-
bent members Kurt Petschow, Jr., Lisa
Carbone and Kristen Mallon ran
alongside newcomer Rita Della Valle.

As previously reported by The
Westfield Leader, Ms. Carbone re-
ceived 3,634 votes; Mr. Petschow
garnered 2,995 votes, and Ms. Mallon
had 2,737 votes, defeating Ms. Della
Valle, who received 2,491 votes.

Board member Maria Loikith nomi-
nated Mr. Petschow in the board vote
for president of the board, telling the
audience, “we’ve been moving in a
positive direction” under the leader-
ship of Mr. Petschow.

Mr. Petschow thanked the board
for his nomination and commented
that the job is something that “can’t
be done as one person and there are
nine of us that fill this role.” Mr.
Petschow will continue to fill the
role of president while Ms. Carbone
will again fill the role of vice-presi-
dent.

In other board business, Robert S.
Morrison, the district’s auditor, pre-
sented a report on an audit for the
2016-2017 school year. Mr. Morrison
told the board “this district has al-
ways had very few or no recommen-
dations” and this year would be no
different.

Superintendent of Schools Scott
Rubin, Ed.D., gave the board an up-
date on the search for the new direc-
tor of student services. Superinten-
dent Rubin told the board the district
advertised a couple of months ago
and did first- and second-round inter-
views to fill the position.

At this point, Mr. Rubin told the
board the committee has expanded
and there is “a great cross section of
people” that will be continuing those
second-round interviews this week
and next week.

Board member William Hulse told
the board a demographer was hired
some time at the end of December.

The demographer currently is going
to each building to talk to every prin-
cipal and will compile data to be
looked at towards the end of Febru-
ary or the beginning of March.

Business Administrator and Board
Secretary Robert Carfagno com-
mented that the demographer was
“another set of eyes” to look at enroll-
ment and building utilization.

Mr. Petschow was appointed as the
delegate to the New Jersey School
Boards Association and Daniel
DeMarco was appointed as the alter-
nate.

Ms. Carbone was appointed as the
delegate to the Union County School
Boards Association and Ms. Mallon
was appointed as the alternate.

The BOE voted to observe January
2018 as School Board Recognition
Month.

As superintendent, Mr. Rubin read
the resolution recognizing the board.
He commented, “this is an incredibly
hard-working, conscientious, impas-
sioned board and it is a pleasure to
serve with you.”

The next regular monthly board of
education meeting is scheduled for
Monday, January 22, at 7:30 p.m.


