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Nabig Sakr Carmen Cascao

908-233-3380
102 Quimby Street Westfield, NJ

Store hours - M T W & F: 10am to 5:30pm

Thursday: 10am to 7pm • Saturday: 10am to 5pm

Sunday: Closed

Custom Jewelry Designs

SCHILLER McMAHONSCHILLER McMAHON 
123 SOUTH AVENUE EAST • WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090 • SCHILLERMCMAHON.COM  •  908.233.4840
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The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Nationwide

#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct:  (908) 301-2015
Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerHomes.com
©2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
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Freeholders
mit, Scotch Plains and Rahway, a
skate park in Elizabeth, a spray park
in Linden, and a new golf clubhouse
at Ash Brook Golf Course in Scotch
Plains.

Mr. Granados also said a Fiscal
Efficiency Task Force will be cre-
ated.

“I promise that we as a freeholder
board will continue to be fiscally
responsible this year. We will work
with the county manager to realize
new cost savings” through the new
task force, Mr. Granados said.

During Sunday’s ceremony, Sena-
tor Ray Lesniak (D-20th, Elizabeth),
who officially left office on Tues-
day, was acknowledged for his 40
years in the New Jersey State Legis-
lature. Senator Nick Scutari (D-
22nd, Linden) also noted that this
will be the last year that Alfred
Faella will be serving as Union
County manager, a position he has
held since August of 2011. His re-
tirement will be effective March 1.

Among appointments approved by
the board, Garwood Mayor Charles
Lombardo was named to the Union
County Utilities Authority, replac-
ing Freeholder Clerk James
Pellettiere, who resigned as a com-
missioner. The term is for four years.

REGISTER NOW!
Spring Classes begin
January 22, 2018
Register By 1/21/18 www.UCC.edu

Kristan McAliney for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEW SHERIFF IN TOWN...Union County Sheriff Peter Corvelli is sworn into
office by Senator-elect Joseph P. Cryan during Union County government’s
162nd annual reorganization on Sunday at the Union County Courthouse in
Elizabeth. Holding the Bible for Sheriff Corvelli is his daughter Rylee.

Kristan McAliney for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CROSS-COUNTRY SKIING...Michael Perdek of Westfield found last Thursday’s
snowstorm perfect weather for cross-country skiing at Tamaques Park.
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Garwood Council
cial assistance, either one would be
appreciated.

Mr. Sarno stated the financing
agreement could be viewed as “rob-
bing Peter to pay Paul,” an analogy
Ms. Todisco stated is not valid be-
cause the taxpayer funds both entities.

“Talk to Mr. Larson (Lincoln School
business administrator) about this. This
is something that does not happen
often. Tread lightly is all I am saying,”
said Mr. Sarno.

Council President Jen Blumenstock
stated educator input on suitable equip-
ment ideal for children with special
needs will be a positive if both council
and the board of education collabo-
rate.

“Input from varying community
stakeholders can create a better over-
all product,” said Councilman Marc
Lazarow, Buildings and Grounds Com-
mittee chairman.

Mr. Lazarow stated that he initially
investigated the park because teach-
ers were concerned with equipment
condition.

Council approved a bond ordinance,
allowing the borough to apply for county
grants, stated Ms. Todisco. A final
project cost, equipment, or park layout
has not been agreed upon or discussed,
she stated, inferring there is time to
include other project funding sources
such as the board of education.

Ms. Blumenstock stated utilizing
efficiency when passing a bond ordi-
nance to enable borough grant money
applications is important in reducing
the borough’s total liability for a de-
sired project.

“We have to do what we can to get
that money,” said Ms. Blumenstock,
referring to the county grants which
may or may not be available in upcom-
ing fiscal years.

Resident Bruce Paterson stated the
board of education “is sitting on over
two million dollars” in its budget. Mr.
Paterson stated he supported an agreed-
upon joint-financing initiative between
council and the school board. He said

reviewing historical upkeep proce-
dures to see where the borough went
wrong with preserving the park over
the last 30 years would help preserve
the park in the future.

Ms. Blumenstock stated that during
the Streets and Roads Committee meet-
ing an inventory on the Department of
Public Works snowplow trucks oper-
able conditions was discussed. The
borough owns three trucks — a 1992
truck with a plow, a 1996 truck with a
plow and salt spreader, and a 2014
truck with a plow and salt spreader,
stated Ms. Blumenstock.

The 1996 truck will be decommis-
sioned with repairs costing more than
$4,800, stated Ms. Blumenstock. The
1996 truck’s value is less than repair
costs, Ms. Blumenstock noted.

“All three of us (committee mem-
bers) agreed to support the purchase of
a slightly smaller mason truck to make
it more versatile, not just in snow
events, and would also be less expen-
sive than the size trucks we currently
have,” said Ms. Blumenstock.

Councilman McCormack, a Streets
and Roads Committee member, sug-
gested retrofitting the salt spreader
onto the 1992 truck, costing roughly
$6,000, stated Ms. Blumenstock.

A new truck purchase or snow plow
vehicle has been a capital budget ex-
penditure target for several years, stated
Ms. Blumenstock. The new vehicle
could cost approximately $70,000 to
$75,000, she said.

PC, with a contract not to exceed
$30,000, and J. Palumbo, Renaud
and DeAppolonio, LLC, with a con-
tract not to exceed $30,000.

Riker, Danzig, Scherer, Hyland
& Perretti, LLP was awarded a con-
tract to provide labor attorney legal
services at a cost not to exceed
$20,000. Aton Computing was
awarded a contract for the provi-
sion of computer network and in-
formation technology services, with
a cost not to exceed $36,000.

The township has set a fee for
Open Public Records Act (OPRA)
requests. The committee authorized
to charge any resident of Cranford
making such a request a fee of $5
per electronic CD or 25 cents per
page in administrative costs associ-
ated with preparing and mailing such
copies, according to the resolution.
The committee also authorized the
submission of a strategic plan for
the Cranford Municipal Alliance
grant for fiscal year July 1, 2018
through June 30, 2019.

The township construction offi-
cial and the fire subcode official
recommended that the township
authorize an emergency contract to
demolish a house located at 421
Brookside Place after it was in-
volved in a significant fire event on
December 30, 2017, according to
the resolution. JB Ragonese Con-
struction Co. of Garwood has agreed
to provide all required demolition
on the site of the existing structure
at a cost not to exceed $50,000.

The “township construction offi-
cial has declared the existence of a
significant and immediate threat to
the health, safety and welfare of
people in the immediate vicinity as
well as to the surrounding environ-
ment, necessitating immediate at-
tention,” the resolution states.

Also, the temporary budget was
amended, and the township’s par-
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North Ave. Redevelopment
ticipation in the statewide insur-
ance fund was renewed.

During commissioner comments,
Commissioner Mary O’Connor an-
nounced a volunteer event will take
place on Martin Luther King Jr.
Day, Monday, January 15, from 4:30
to 6:30 p.m., in Bates Hall Gym at
the First Presbyterian Church of
Cranford. Volunteers will assemble
about 1,000 personal-care packages
for the homeless.

A new event will be held Wednes-
day, January 31, at 7 p.m., in the
Cranford Community Center’s au-
dio-visual room, where women are
invited to meet to have conversa-
tions about today’s issues. Ms.
O’Connor, commissioner of public
affairs, told The Leader the event
would be a non-political, friendly
discussion. Those women interested
in attending can e-mail Ms.
O’Connor at m-
oconnor@cranfordnj.org. The Com-
munity Center is located at 220 Wal-
nut Avenue.

Commissioner Giblin announced
the Cranford Jaycees will hold a
blood drive this Saturday, January
13, at the Community Center start-
ing at 11 a.m.

The fire department is encourag-
ing all residents to check the smoke
detectors in their homes as a safety
measure, Mr. Giblin said.

The DPW will continue to pick
up Christmas trees over the next
week and a half, Deputy Mayor Ann
Dooley said.

Mayor Thomas H. Hannen, Jr.
reminded residents that Kevin
Mahoney will be honored for his
volunteer work helping the poor
and the homeless at a Martin Luther
King Jr. Day ceremony at 7 p.m. on
Thursday, January 18, at the Trinity
Episcopal Church in Cranford.

Westfield BOE to Have New
Website In Place By May

By SARAH MCGRAIL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Westfield
schools will have a new website in
the next school year following
months of research by the district’s
technical team.

Edlio has been chosen as the pro-
vider after eight different potential
providers were closely researched
to see which one would best suit
Westfield. The new website is ex-
pected to be in place by May so that
the pages can be tested in time to
fully transition to the new website
over the summer.

Schools Superintendent Marga-
ret Dolan, Ed.D., told the board of
education this week there had been
extensive consultation with users of
the existing website on what they
would like to see on the new website.
Many other websites also had been
reviewed to ensure the best pos-
sible website for Westfield schools.

Ms. Dolan said an important part
of the process would be making
sure people with disabilities could
access the website, and work is on-
going to make sure this happens.
The new website was the first of the
district’s three goals for the current
school year. The second was to “de-
termine the feasibility and commu-
nity support for full-day kindergar-
ten by May 2018.”

Ms. Dolan restated the board’s
decision, announced at the Decem-
ber meeting, that there would not be
sufficient community support for
the transition from half-day to full-
day kindergarten. An investigation
into the project had revealed that a
significant financial commitment
would be required by the commu-
nity to pay for the expanded kinder-
garten program.

However, Ms. Dolan said the
board would continue to look at
ways of supporting parents, includ-
ing a possible extension of the ex-
isting “wrap” program.

The third district goal was to pro-
vide additional programs for stu-
dents with special needs to allow
them to remain in Westfield for their
education. Ms. Dolan said the pro-
gram at Wilson Elementary School,
where there are two classes for stu-
dents with specific needs, had been
restructured and a new intermedi-
ate program had been established at
Edison Intermediate School.

She said the parents of children
with special needs who had received
elementary-school education in
Westfield had approached the board
to request a program that would
allow their children to remain in
Westfield after elementary school.
In response to a question from board
member Brendan Galligan, Ms.
Dolan said she was open to the
possibility of continuing the pro-

gram to the high-school level in the
future.

At the beginning of the meeting,
Gretchan Ohlig was re-elected by
her colleagues to serve again as
board president, and Peggy Oster
was re-elected to serve as vice-presi-
dent. Ms. Ohlig welcomed Lynn
Benner and Kent Diamond, who
were newly elected to the board in
November, and congratulated Ms.
Oster on her re-election.

Chairman of the Curriculum, In-
struction and Program Committee,
Michael Bielen, told the board about
proposed changes to the curricu-
lum. The courses of biology, chem-
istry and physics are being brought
together to provide more career path
options for students.

Feedback from students had re-
vealed that this had been particu-
larly helpful in areas such as occu-
pational and physical therapy. There
also are new courses proposed in
engineering and design.

Technology Education Consult-
ant Laura Doyle, a former Roosevelt
Intermediate School teacher, car-
ried out months of research into the
potential new engineering course.

“We have decided on a course
called Engineering in the World
which is through the University of
Texas at Austin, and we felt that
would be a really good fit for us as
a first year bringing engineering
into the high school,” she told the
board.

She said they wanted students to
have the opportunity to do hands-
on STEM activities that engineers
do in the real world and that there
was the potential to grow the course.
This would be a full-year course
open to 10th, 11th and 12th graders
without any pre-requisites.

Ms. Ohlig reported back to the
board, in her role as chairwoman of
the Facilities Committee, that con-
sultations with users of the town’s
sports fields were ongoing with a
view to a new policy. She said the
committee had approved a request
by the fire department to use the
workout room at Kehler Stadium
when there were no students present.

She said the auditorium renova-
tions were progressing and chairs
would be put in place this week. Also,
the proposed renovations at Kehler
Stadium had been approved by the
town and would now go out to bid.

The next board meeting will be
held on Tuesday, January 23, at 7:30
p.m. The venue will be changed to
the Westfield High School (WHS)
auditorium as the WHS football
team will be invited to attend so the
board can recognize their achieve-
ments. WHS won their third straight
championship in 2017 while extend-
ing their state-leading undefeated
streak to 37 games.
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